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Sunday 10th January 2021 

The Baptism of Christ 

 
Welcome to our first Holy Communion of 

Christmas this evening at St Richard’s 

We hope you will find this service sheet 

useful for prayer, meditating on the 

scriptures and as an information service. 

 

As a church family we need to work 

together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. This is crucial as 

we return to church  

It remains important for us, as a 

Christian family, to remember to pray 

for one another and let us gain 

strength from that knowledge 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

THOSE WORSHIPPING IN  

CHURCH BUILDING: 

 Please wash your hands before entering 

the church. (Anyone who has not will 

not be able to receive communion) 

 Please ensure you wear a face mask 

 Please use the hand sanitiser that’s 

been made available before you pick up 

a service sheet and move to a seat. 

 Please remain seated in your place 

throughout the service except for the 

Gospel and when invited to take 

Communion. 

 There is no toilet available in the 

church. The parish room toilet is 

available for use. 

 There must be no singing, shouting or 

raising of voices. Spoken responses 

during the worship should be in a quiet 

voice. You should be able to hear the 

person next to you making responses 
whilst you are speaking. 

These instructions reflect Church of England 

and Diocesan guidelines and result from a 

careful and prayerful reflection on how we 

can safely and best continue to meet together 

in person as we worship. 

Please keep a time of silence before the 

service begins, to allow everyone to 

prepare quietly for the worship, which is 

to follow. 

 

Opening hymn:  

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free, 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

 

He comes with succour speedy 

To those who suffer wrong; 

To help the poor and needy, 

And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and 

dying, 

Were precious in his sight. 

 

He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 
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before him, on the mountains, 

shall peace, the herald, go, 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

 

Kings shall bow down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

 

O’er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest; 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest: 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever, 

his changeless name of love. 
James Montgomery (1771-1854) based on Psalm 72 



In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the 

universe. 

From the rising of the sun to its 

setting your name is proclaimed 

in all the world. 
 

The Lord of glory be with you. 

The Lord bless you. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
At our Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan God 

showed himself to all who have eyes to see and 

ears to hear. The Father spoke from heaven,  

the Spirit descended as a dove and Jesus was 

anointed with power from on high.  

Here is the door of faith, through which we enter 

the kingdom of heaven. As children of God,  

we are adopted as his sons and daughters,  

and called to proclaim the wonders of him who 

called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

 

THE GLORIA   

 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you 

thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism  

 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with 

the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again 

by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to 

our calling as your adopted children; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD   

 

The Bible readings for today: 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  

Genesis 1.1-5 
1In the beginning when God created 

the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth 

was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters.   
3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; 

and there was light. 4 And God saw 

that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there 

was morning, the first day.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers 

of heaven, ascribe to the Lord 

glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour 

due to his name; worship the Lord 

in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon 

the waters; the God of glory 

thunders; the Lord is upon the 

mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is mighty 

in operation; the voice of the Lord 

is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the 

cedar trees; the Lord breaks the 

cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a 

calf and Sirion like a young wild 

ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the 

flash of lightning; the voice of the 

Lord shakes the wilderness; the 

Lord shakes the wilderness of 

Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the 

oak trees writhe and strips the 

forests bare; in his temple all cry, 

‘Glory!’ 

9 The Lord sits enthroned above 

the water flood; the Lord sits 

enthroned as king for evermore. 

10 The Lord shall give strength to 

his people; the Lord shall give his 

people the blessing of peace. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  

Acts 19.1-7 
1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul 

passed through the in land regions 

and came to Ephesus, where he 

found some disciples.  
2 He said to them, ‘Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we 

have not even heard that there is a 

Holy Spirit.’  
3 Then he said, ‘Into what then were 

you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into 

John’s baptism.’  
4 Paul said, ‘John baptized with the 

baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who 

was to come after him, that is, in 

Jesus.’  
5 On hearing this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6 When Paul had laid his hands on 
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them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied - 7 altogether there were 

about twelve of them.  
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: 

God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name. 

I’ve been born again in Jesus’ 

name. 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you 

To share his love as he told me to. 

 

He said: ‘Freely, freely you have 

received; 

Freely, freely give. 

Go in my name, and because you 

believe, 

Others will know that I live. 

 

All pow’r is giv’n in Jesus’ name, 

In earth and heav’n in Jesus’ 

name. 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you 

To share his pow’r as he told me 

to. 

 

God gives us life in Jesus’ name, 

He lives in us in Jesus’ name. 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you 

To share his peace as he told me 

to.       
                                   Carol Owens  

 

Please stand for THE GOSPEL 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.  Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Mark  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Mark 1.4-11 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the 

wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins.  5 And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people 

of Jerusalem were going out to him, 

and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey.  
7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down 

and untie the thong of his sandals.  
8 I have baptized you with water; but 

he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.’  
9 In those days Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan.  10 And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, 

he saw the heavens torn apart and 

the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him.  11 And a voice came from 

heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please sit for  

THE SERMON from Rev’d Canon Doris 
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Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism 

 

Water is poured into the font with these 

words 
 

God in Christ gives us water welling up for 

eternal life. With joy you will draw water from 

the wells of salvation. 

Lord, give us this water and we 

shall thirst no more. 
 

The president stands before the water and 

says  
Praise God who made heaven and earth,  

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for your 

gift of water in creation; for your Spirit, sweeping 

over the waters, bringing light and life; for your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, baptized in the river 

Jordan. 

 

We bless you for your new creation, brought to 

birth by water and the Spirit, and for your grace 

bestowed upon us your children, washing away 

our sins. 
 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit move upon 

these waters. Restore through them the beauty 

of your creation, and bring those who are 

baptized to new birth in the family of your 

Church. 

 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, anoint 

your children with power from on high, and make 

them one with Christ in the freedom of your 

kingdom. For all might, majesty, dominion and 

power are yours, now and for ever. 

Alleluia. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong things we have 

done and ask God to forgive us 
God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant you 

have made with us; look in mercy on your 

people. From all our sins, O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have broken the pledges of our baptism, and 

failed to be your disciples. From all our sins, 

O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Though we are saved by Christ and dead to sin 

through the deep waters of death, we have not 

witnessed to his grace by our manner of life. 

From all our sins, O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have shown indifference to those in need 

and have been afraid to stand up for justice and 

truth. From all our sins, O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to 

remember your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Today we rejoice and give thanks because your 

Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 

Through the waters you have given us the 

mystery of baptism for the remission of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord:  

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Through water and Spirit you give us new life as 

the people of God, and pour out upon us the gifts 

of your new covenant. From all our sins, O Lord: 

wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Almighty God, in our baptism you have 

consecrated us to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 

May we, whom you have counted worthy, 

nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 

and worship you with upright lives; through Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
 
‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. 

‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, receive the 

water of life, the free gift to all who desire it.’ 

May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive 

you your sins, and bring you to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



6 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We bring our prayers and concerns to our 

heavenly Father, committing ourselves to 

following his ways, and saying: Lord, we ask this 

in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring you the Church in every part of the 

world, praying that all Christians may be united in 

vision and purpose…  

May we heed and obey Christ’s great 

commission, making disciples and baptising people 

of all nations and cultures.  

Lord, we ask this in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring you the nations of the world and their 

leaders, praying that they may work together to 

uphold justice and peace, and fight evil and 

corruption…  

May your wisdom direct them in making 

decisions about finance and trade, justice and 

care, education and development.   

Lord, we ask this in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring you the needy and suffering of the 

world, struggling with homelessness, poverty and 

exploitation, praying that they may know you 

alongside them in their distress… 

May we be aware of their needs and alert to our 

responsibilities.  Lord, we ask this in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring to you those we know who are sick in 

body or mind, grieving or anxious, praying that 

they may know your comfort and healing… 

May we be sensitive in our caring and loyal in our 

support.  Lord, we ask this in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring you those who have passed into your 

eternal presence, or are coming to the end of 

their earthly pilgrimage… 
May they know your arms of love holding them 

close, and enter into your eternal joy.  

Lord, we ask this in your name;  

hear us and answer we pray  
 

We bring you ourselves at the beginning of this 

week; may your unfailing love fill 

and inspire us, and draw others 

into your kingdom of love, for the 

sake of your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand for THE PEACE  
 

God has made us one in Christ.  

He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of 

what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in 

our hearts. Alleluia. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Here we would normally gather the gifts of 

the church. Please continue to use this as an 

opportunity to give to the work of the church.  
 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 

Then cleansed be ev’ry breast 

from sin; 

Make straight the way for God 

within; 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, 

Where such a mighty guest may 

come. 

 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward; 

without thy grace we waste away, 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

At this time there should be no 

sharing of peace through physical 

contact - nods, waves, and eye 

contact are still possible though! 
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To heal the sick stretch out thine 

hand, 

And bid the fallen sinner stand; 

Shine forth, and let thy light 

restore 

Earth’s own true loveliness once 

more. 

 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent doth thy people 

free, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
Charles Coffin (1676-1749) translated by John Chandler 

(1806-76) 

 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Open the heavens, Lord our God, and send your 

transforming Spirit on us and on these gifts. May 

we who are baptized into Christ be ready to 

share his cup of suffering and strengthened to 

serve him for ever.  Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 

 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our 

salvation, always and everywhere to give you 

thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.  

 

You celebrated your new gift of baptism in songs 

and wonders at the Jordan.  

Your voice was heard from heaven to awaken 

faith in the presence among us of your Word 

made flesh.  

Your Spirit was seen as a dove, revealing Jesus as 

your servant, and anointing him with the oil of 

gladness to preach the good news to the poor.  

 

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and 

heaven, we rejoice to echo the song of the angels 

in heaven for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same 

night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave 

you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of Faith  

Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 
  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 

cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 

of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption.   

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 

this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 
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bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 

almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Believing in the promises of God, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 
The President breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of 

Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 

bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 
 

As the celebrant receives 

Communion the words of 

distribution are spoken to the 

congregation, and all who intend to 

receive say, ‘Amen’. 

 

Communion will be administered in 

one kind only. 

 

Please remain seated until directed 

by a steward, starting from the rear 

pews, to come forward continuing to 

ensure 2m social distancing. 

 

On coming to the front, please stand 

in front of the celebrant and extend 

your hands to receive the bread, 

which will be dropped into your hand 

without further words of distribution 

being said and without physical 

contact being made. 

 

After receiving communion, 

communicants should use hand 

sanitiser and return to their seat via 

the one-way system as directed. 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the 

heavens and revealed yourself as Father in the 

baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power 

of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our 

rebirth through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord  Amen. 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks 

and praise, that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son 
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and brought us home. Dying and 

living, he declared your love, gave 

us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory. May we who share Christ's 

body live his risen life; we who 

drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give 

light to the world. Keep us firm in 

the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall 

be free, and the whole earth live 

to praise your name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

NOTICES 

 

Please stand for THE ACCLAMATION 
 

The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 

God has revealed himself to us. 

 
The Son bows his head beneath the waters of 

baptism.  

God has revealed himself to us. 

 
The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven. 

God has revealed himself to us. 
 

Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us 

from bondage. 

God has revealed himself to us. 
 

The Dismissal Gospel 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, 

and it remained on him. I myself did 

not know him, but the one who sent 

me to baptize with water said to me, 

“He on whom you see the Spirit 

descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  

And I myself have seen and have 

testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE BLESSING and DISMISSAL 
May God pour his love into you and baptise you 

with his Holy Spirit and with fire. And the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit remain with you and all whom you 

love and pray for, living and departed, now and 

always. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 

the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is 

thy health and salvation. 

Come ye who hear,  

Brothers and sisters draw near, 

Praise him in glad adoration. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 

things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under his wings, yea, 

so gently sustaineth: 

hast thou not seen  

all that is heedful hath been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth 

prosper thy work, and defend 

thee, 

surely his goodness and mercy 

here daily attend thee: 

ponder anew  

all the Almighty can do, 

he who with love doth befriend 

thee. 
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Praise to the Lord, O let all that is 

in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come 

now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his 

people again, 

gladly for ay we adore him. 
Joachim Neander (1650-80), tr C Winkworth 

 
We have come to Christ, the living water. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

Follow us on social media:  

strichardscrawley.co.uk    

Facebook: strichardsthreebridges 
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