
MORNING PRAYER (BCP) Sunday 24th January 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Psalm 51.17  

GENERAL CONFESSION 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the  

devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against 

thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have  

mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which 

confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According 

to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may  

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy 

holy Name. Amen. 

 GRANT, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people 

 pardon and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, 

 and serve thee with a quiet mind;  

 through Jesus Christ our  Lord. Amen.  

 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,   

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen.  

THE EPISTLE 

The first reading is taken from the epistle of James, chapter two 

2 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory, with respect of persons. 
2 
For if there come unto your assembly a 

man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 

man in vile raiment; 
3 
And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay 

clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the 

poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 
4 
Are ye not then 

partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 
5 
Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this 

world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 

them that love him? 
6 
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men 

oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 
7 
Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? 

8 
If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 
9 
But if ye have respect to persons, ye 

commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 
10 

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 

he is guilty of all. 
11 

For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, 

Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art  

become a transgressor of the law. 
12 

So speak ye, and so do, as they 

that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 
13 

For he shall have judgment  

without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against 

judgment. 
14 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 

faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 
15 

If a brother or sister be 

naked, and destitute of daily food, 
16 

And one of you say unto them,  

Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them 

not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
17 

Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
18 

Yea, a man 

may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without 

thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
19 

Thou believest 

that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and  

tremble. 



20 
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

21 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had of-

fered Isaac his son upon the altar? 
22 

Seest thou how faith wrought 

with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 
23 

And the 

scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it 

was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the 

Friend of God. 
24 

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 

and not by faith only. 
25 

Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot  

justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had 

sent them out another way? 
26 

For as the body without the spirit is 

dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

 

Here endeth the first reading 

 

THE GOSPEL 

The second reading is taken from the second chapter of the Gospel 

of  St John  

2 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 

mother of Jesus was there: 
2 
And both Jesus was called, and his 

disciples, to the marriage. 
3 
And when they wanted wine, the mother 

of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 
4 
Jesus saith unto her, 

Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 
5 
His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, 

do it. 
6 
And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the 

manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins 

apiece. 
7 
Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And 

they filled them up to the brim. 
8 
And he saith unto them, Draw out 

now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 
9 
When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made 

wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the 

water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 

10 
And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth 

good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is 

worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 
11 

This beginning 

of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his 

glory; and his disciples believed on him. 
12 

After this he went down 

to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his  

disciples: and they continued there not many days. 
13 

And the Jews' 

passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 

And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and 

doves, and the changers of money sitting: 
15 

And when he had 

made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 

and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, 

and overthrew the tables; 
16 

And said unto them that sold doves, 

Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of 

merchandise. 
17 

And his disciples remembered that it was written, 

The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
18 

Then answered the 

Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 

that thou doest these things? 
19 

Jesus answered and said unto 

them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
20 

Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in  

building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
21 

But he spake of 

the temple of his body. 
22 

When therefore he was risen from the 

dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; 

and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 
23 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, 

many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he 

did. 
24 

But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he 

knew all men, 
25 

And needed not that any should testify of man: for 

he knew what was in man. 

 

Here endeth the second  reading 



THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 

knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is  

perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of 

our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR GRACE 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no 

sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may 

be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy 

sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN'S MAJESTY. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord 

of lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold 

all the dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy 

favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady, 

Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy 

Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. 

Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and 

wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and  

overcome all her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain 

everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GRACE 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the  

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our  

infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities stretch 

forth thy right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord Amen.  

 
A PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: 

Send down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations 

committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that 

they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of 

thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate 

and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost 

promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 

thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and 

petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; 

granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 


