
MORNING PRAYER (BCP) Sunday 17th January 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Psalm 51.17  

GENERAL CONFESSION 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the  

devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against 

thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have  

mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which 

confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According 

to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may  

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy 

holy Name. Amen. 

 GRANT, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people 

 pardon and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, 

 and serve thee with a quiet mind;  

 through Jesus Christ our  Lord. Amen.  

 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,   

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen.  

THE EPISTLE 

The first reading is taken from the epistle of James, chapter one 

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 

tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 
2 
My brethren, count it all joy 

when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 
Knowing this, that the trying of 

your faith worketh patience. 
4 
But let patience have her perfect work, that 

ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
5 
If any of you lack wis-

dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 

not; and it shall be given him. 
6 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 

For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 

tossed. 
7 
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the 

Lord. 
8 
A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

9 
Let the brother 

of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 
10 

But the rich, in that he is 

made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 
11 

For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the 

grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it 

perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 
12 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 

shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 

love him. 
13 

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 

for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 
14 

But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 

enticed. 
15 

Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 

when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
16 

Do not err, my beloved  

brethren. 
17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning. 
18 

Of his own will begat he us with the word of 

truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
19 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow 

to speak, slow to wrath: 
20 

For the wrath of man worketh not the right-

eousness of God. 
21 

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 

able to save your souls. 



22 
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 

own selves. 
23 

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he 

is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 
24 

For he  

beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 

what manner of man he was. 
25 

But whoso looketh into the perfect 

law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful  

hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 

deed. 
26 

If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth 

not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is 

vain. 
27 

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 

this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 

himself unspotted from the world. 

 

Here endeth the first reading 

 

THE GOSPEL 

The second reading is taken from the fourth chapter of the Gospel 

of  St Luke beginning at verse sixteen 

16 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, 

as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 

and stood up for to read. 
17 

And there was delivered unto him the 

book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he 

found the place where it was written, 
18 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 

the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

them that are bruised, 
19 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and 

sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were 

fastened on him. 
21 

And he began to say unto them, This day is this 

scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

22 
And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words 

which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this  

Joseph's son? 
23 

And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me 

this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard 

done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 
24 

And he said, 

Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 
25 

But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of 

Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 

when great famine was throughout all the land; 
26 

But unto none of 

them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a 

woman that was a widow. 
27 

And many lepers were in Israel in the 

time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving 

Naaman the Syrian. 
28 

And all they in the synagogue, when they 

heard these things, were filled with wrath, 
29 

And rose up, and thrust 

him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon 

their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 
30 

But he passing through the midst of them went his way, 

 

Here endeth the second  reading 



THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 

knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is  

perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of 

our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR GRACE 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no 

sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may 

be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy 

sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN'S MAJESTY. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord 

of lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold 

all the dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy 

favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady, 

Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy 

Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. 

Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and 

wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and  

overcome all her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain 

everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GRACE 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the  

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all things 

in heaven and earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of thy 

people, and grant us thy peace all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
A PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: 

Send down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations 

committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that 

they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of 

thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate 

and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost 

promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 

thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and 

petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; 

granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 


