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Stop Press
Grace Kennedy gave
birth to a son on
Wednesday 27th January
at 11.04pm, weighing
10lbs.
Mother and baby doing
well.
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St. Mary’s Church, Battersea
31st January 2021
Welcome to St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter. It very much looks like we shall be in
lockdown for a few more weeks. The promise of Jesus ‘the Light of the World’
which we mark this coming Sunday of Candlemas, is a steady reminder of God’s
abiding presence in dark times. St Mary’s is open for public worship on
Sundays at 9.30am and during the week, although we strongly advise the most
vulnerable to join us virtually, or to make use of the various resources available
to help you worship from home.

What’s On This Sunday:

The Feast of Candelmas
Candlemas gets its name from the Sunday when,
by tradition, candles were blessed for the year
ahead. Biblically-speaking, it is called The
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, when we
remember the dedication of Jesus when he was
40 days old, and his acknowledgement by Simeon
that he was “the light to lighten the Gentiles.”

Saturday
5.00pm

Vigil Eucharist for Candlemas
Preacher: Leslie Spatt (In Church & Online)

Sunday
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion (Traditional Language)
(In Church & Online Here)
Preacher: Leslie Spatt (In Church & Online)
A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)
Preacher: Leslie Spatt

Readings at all Services: Malachi 3:1-5: Luke 2:22-40

Next Sunday: The Second Sunday before Lent (Climate Sunday)
Saturday
5.00pm

Vigil Eucharist
Preacher: Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

Sunday
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion (Traditional Language)
(In Church & Online Here)
Preacher: Simon Butler (In Church & Online)
A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)
Preacher: Simon Butler

Readings at all Services: Job 38:1-11, 16-18; John1: 1-14

Ash Wednesday: 17th February
There will definitely be two services on Ash Wednesday, one at 10am and the other at
7.30pm, which you will be able to come to in church or take part online.
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Worship Pattern for the Coming Weeks
All services will be live-streamed and open for public worship in church (except the 11am
Service on Sundays which will be live-streamed only).
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm
Holy Communion at 12.30pm
Lectio Divina (Bible Study) at 8.30am
Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm
No Service (Clergy Rest Day)
Vigil Eucharist at 5.00pm

An additional Sunday Communion if you prefer a smaller gathering
Sunday

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) at 9.30am
A Service of the Word at 11am (Online Only)

What’s On This Week
Reverend Aaron Kennedy is on Paternity Leave this week.
Monday 1st February
Tuesday 2nd February
Wednesday 3rd February
Thursday 4th February
Saturday 6th February

Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm
Holy Communion at 12.30pm
Lectio Divina at 8.30am*
The Funeral of the late Sheila Wigdor at 1.00pm
Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm
Vigil Candlemas Eucharist at 5.00pm

*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom (Click)
Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290. A small group continue to say Morning
Prayer together on Zoom at 7.30am and welcome others to join them. Contact:
jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com

Parish Office News
David Britten has tendered his resignation as Church Manager in order to concentrate on a
full-time role he has been offered. While many people assume that it is the clergy who have
been the glue which has kept so much going in recent months, it is David who has really
made it all happen and St Mary’s owes him a real debt of gratitude, not just for the past
year, but for the past three years he has been in this role. There will be a more public
chance to thank him when we can gather together again, but for now I would like to
acknowledge his service with this simple expression of thanks on behalf of us all. There are
some decision about church management and administration that lead the PCC to want to
appoint a new Church Manager in slower time than David’s notice period will allow. The
PCC is therefore delighted that Felicity Brindle has agreed to act as Interim Church Manager
for the coming two months up to Easter. We will hope to have a new person in post soon
after Easter. If there are those who could volunteer a little time to assist Felicity in the
coming weeks, please contact Simon in the first instance.
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For Your Prayers
The sick and those in need: Mary Paton, Lloyda
Maxwell, Jeremy Edwards, Mrs Cheeseman,
Andy Sherwood, Sandra Kendle & Father
Archie.
The recently departed and their families: Jean
Wilson, David Fairbairn, Hubert Chesshyre,
Lawrence Fashesin, Ken Mitchell, Diane
Wright, Sheila Wigdor & Marily Thompson.
First Communion Classes: Last call for First
Communion takers: any child aged 7 and over
is warmly invited to take part in this online
course this year, running over the weeks of
Lent, leading to admission to Communion at
Easter.
The Two Sundays before Lent:
Sunday 7th February will be kept as Climate
Sunday, when we launch the part of our
Mission Action Plan focusing on Treasuring
God’s Creation. We will hear about the Eco
Church Awards to which we will be working
in the coming months leading up to the
gaining of the Bronze Aware by the time of
the Glasgow UN Climate Conference in
November.
Sunday 14th February will be kept as St
Valentine’s Day. We celebrate the glories of
human love and, for those who wish to do so
at home, there will be an opportunity to
renew your commitment to your beloved and
to acknowledge the many for who such a
loving commitment is not part of their reality.
www.stmarysbattersea.org.uk: Look out for
our excellent and very attractive updated
website which goes live on Wednesday. Same
address, lovelier to look at and easier to
navigate

Art Commission: Felicity Prazak, a
member of St Mary’s and local artist, has
had an initial discussion with Simon
about the possibility of commissioning a
series of 14 or 15 Stations of the Cross
paintings of the journey of Jesus to the
Cross, which would hang on a semipermanent basis in the Gallery of the
Church (and could easily be brought
down into the body of the building for
worship or personal devotion). The PCC
has expressed support for the idea, and
have asked Simon to ensure that the
hanging is done in such a way as not to
cause damage to the walls before final
approval. The cost of the commission
would be £150 per painting and we
hope members of St Mary’s might like to
sponsor a painting. So far 8 pictures
have been sponsored. A swift response
would be great, to gauge interest and
support and to enable work to begin
soon. Please email Simon at
vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk if you
would be interested in sponsoring part
of this potential commission.
St Mary’s & the Climate Emergency: As
part of our Mission Action Plan St Mary’s
has committed to become an Eco
Church, gaining the Bronze Award by
the time of COP26 Conference in
Glasgow in November. To give shape to
the plan, to surround it and the
Conference with our prayer, and to
report on its progress, we will have Four
Climate Sundays in 2021, on Sunday 7th
February, Sunday 2nd May, Sunday 1st
August and Sunday 31st October, the
day before the Conference begins. The
first of these will take the theme of
Wonder and the subsequent themes will
be Abundace, Desolation & Restoration.
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Looking Forward to Lent
It hardly seems possible that it was Lent 2020 when this
strange and disturbing period all began. It’s been a tough year
for everyone but the Wardens, Aaron and I have been
determined to keep things going as much as safely possible
across the year and into 2021. Fortunately you have been
magnificent in your response too: the Church Council heard
from our Treasurer Richard Cross that our giving has gone up
over 20% in the past year. Thank you so much for this tangible
evidence of your commitment to our shared work.
As we look forward to Lent 2021 then, sadly we are not yet able to gather as we might
wish to. But that isn’t going to deter us from keeping a good, holy and enriching Lent.
The main focus this year will be on the first of the Five Marks of Mission*: Tell the Good
News – which is part of our Mission Action Plan 2020-25. There are three ways you can
join in this exploration of Evangelism, a subject that many Anglicans feel a little anxious
about, but is part of our calling to tell the Good News. You can choose to do one, or all
three, depending on your appetite!
•
The first is to read our Lent Book Living His Story by Hannah Steele, which you can
order through the Office (deadline is Friday 5th February) or online or download to a
Kindle or other e-reader.
•
The second is to take part in an excellent six-session online course Embracing
Evangelism produced by our fellow-Anglicans at Virginia Theological Seminary in the
United States. You can watch the videos in your own time (40 minutes each) or join
in watching them with others via Zoom at two weekly sessions, one daytime, one
evening. We will then share in group discussion, joined by those who are reading the
Living His Story book and anyone else who would like to discuss the whole area of
sharing our faith and bearing witness to Jesus Christ. Details about this will be
shared next week.
•
The third is to take a free copy of the #LiveLent Booklet: God’s Story, Our Story. This
is a booklet of daily readings and reflections in Lent, exploring the connection we
have between our own stories and the greatest Story of all time. These booklets will
be available in church from next Sunday and there are enough copies for everyone at
St Mary’s.
There will also be a sermon series for the first five weeks of Lent as well as the usual
opportunities to spend some one-to-one time with the clergy for spiritual direction or
general faith-based conversation.
Join us in keeping a holy Lent – beginning on Wednesday 17th February.
Simon
*The Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion: Tell the Good News of Jesus, Teach the
Faith we have Received, Tend to Those in Need, Transform Unjust Structures in Society, Treasure
God’s Creation

Contacts
St. Mary's Church
The Parish Office, St. Mary's Crypt Battersea
Church Road London, SW11 3NA
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Tel 020 7228 9648

office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
Canon Simon Butler
Vicar (Day Off: Thursday Evening/Friday)
vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07941 552407
Reverend Aaron Kennedy
Associate Vicar for Community Development &
Mission (Day Off: Friday)
aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07815 180273
The clergy are always ready to visit, or to offer
confidential pastoral care. Please contact them
directly. If you hear that a member of the parish
is unwell or needs a visit or a call from one of the
clergy, please let the clergy know. They may not
have heard and are grateful to be kept informed.

Giving To St Mary’s
We invite and encourage everyone who considers St
Mary’s their spiritual home to make a financial
contribution to our work.
The best way of doing this is through setting up a
Standing Order, so that your giving doesn’t depend upon
how often you are able to get to church.
To do this, just use these details
Account Name: Battersea Parish Church PCC
Sort Code: 502101
Account Number: 82127468
To Gift Aid your Standing Order or one-off donation,
please contact the Parish Office

You can now also give using this QR code
(please indicate if you are able to Gift Aid)

