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All the earth worships you; they 

sing praises to you, sing praises 

to your name (Psalm 66)

This week: Psalms of 
Reorientation

Simon on Clergy Wellbeing
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Welcome to St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter. While we remain heavily

constrained by the necessity of lockdown, the good news is that

members of our church are beginning to receive their first vaccines.

While the rest of us await our turn, the slog of the current restrictions

remain in place. The church is open for public worship on Sundays at

9.30am and during the week, although we strongly advise the most

vulnerable to join us virtually, or to make use of the various resources

available to help you worship from home.

What’s On This Sunday The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Saturday

5.00pm Eucharist: A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion (In Church & Online Here)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

A Psalm of Community Thanksgiving: Psalm 66

Preacher: Canon Simon Butler

Next Sunday: The Feast of Candelmas

Saturday

5.00pm Vigil Eucharist for Candlemas

Preacher: Leslie Spatt (In Church & Online)

Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)

(In Church & Online Here)

Preacher: Leslie Spatt (In Church & Online)

11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

Preacher: Leslie Spatt

Readings at all Services: Malachi 3:1-5: Luke 2:22-40

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+3&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSVA
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Our Lockdown ‘Retreat’ and Journey with God

This Week: Psalms of Reorientation

Reverend Aaron Kennedy is likely to be on Paternity Leave this week

Monday 25th January Holy Communion at 12.30pm

A Psalm of Personal Thanksgiving: Psalm 30

Tuesday 26th January Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

A Psalm of the New King: Psalm 96

Wednesday 27th January Lectio Divina at 8.30am*

Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

A Psalm of Confidence: Psalm 90

An Hour with the Vicar at 7.30pm†

Thursday 28th January An Hour with the Vicar at 11am‡

The Funeral of the late Diane Wright at 2.30pm

Holy Communion at 6pm

A Psalm of Praise: Psalm 103

Friday 29th January Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

The Final Psalm

Saturday 30th January Vigil Candlemas Eucharist at 5.00pm

Sunday 31st January Holy Communion at 9.30am (Trad. Language)

Candlemas: Malachi 3:1-5; Luke 2:22-40

A Service of the Word (Online Only)

Candlemas: Malachi 3:1-5; Luke 2:22-40

*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290

† You can join in the Wednesday Evening Hour with the Vicar on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 818 8322 2285; Passcode: 434974

‡ You can join the Thursday Morning Hour with the Vicar on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 851 2537 3843; Passcode: 598232

A small group continue to say Morning Prayer together on Zoom at 7.30am 

and welcome others to join them. Contact: jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81527063986?pwd=anZJVi9hNTRWUWZ5NDJTTUUvb2d6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81883222285?pwd=aDQ0dkZwVm4zdTU0Qmp1M3lrSlJyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85125373843?pwd=K0wxelBEU3lvaXExeUZqL3N6V3Y2dz09
mailto:jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com


St. Mary’s Church, Battersea
24th January 2021

Our Lockdown ‘Retreat’ and Journey with God

We are currently offering a significantly larger number of acts of worship, to last 

until the end of the month. The intention is to give shape to our lockdown 

experience by offering opportunities for prayer, worship, bible study, fellowship 

and reflection with others. 

Please remember: this is not necessarily to encourage you to come to church 

more but to enable us to worship more safely with fewer people in church at 

any time. In any case all services will be available online, and our main Sunday 

11am time will be online only, to reduce the risk of large groups of people 

mixing. As well as the weekday services below, there will be three services over 

the Saturday & Sunday period, which will include the same sermon. There is 

also an evening Communion Service at 6pm on Thursdays to catch those who 

have been working all day.

The theme of our final week of Lockdown ‘Retreat’ on The Message of the 

Psalms, is psalms of ‘Reorientation’, where the psalmist has moved through 

some experience of ‘disorientation’ to a new reality and experience.

There are also, on Wednesday evening and Thursday morning, two very 

informal times to spend an hour with Simon and other church members on 

Zoom (if you can bear it!), sharing and listening to our different journeys. Simon 

will offer some reflections using the psalms and poetry.

Simon is also available in church from 9.30am to 12.30pm for anyone who 

wants a chat – about nothing or something important or significant, whatever 

suits you! Just turn up.
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Some of you will know that I have been leading the Church of England’s 
national work in the field of clergy care and wellbeing. Those who have 
been here for some years will know the reasons why I became interested 
in this: suffice to say a difficult experience has become a source of energy 
for change and improvement! As a result the Church of England now has 
a Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing in its DNA, which invites not 
just clergy themselves, but local churches to reflect on the part they can 
play in promoting the care of their own clergy. Our Church Council will be 
discussing this next Tuesday, but in truth we can all ask who cares for 
those who are called to care for the flock? 

It’s been heartening over the past year to be regularly asked by a number of people how I am – I know 
Aaron feels the same too. In the main, we feel very supported by thoughtful and sensitive pastoral care, 
and we are blessed to have the resources of staff, able church members and finances to be able to do 
significant things to ensure our clergy are well-placed to take responsibility for our own wellbeing.

The Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing invites the whole church into a some Shared Commitments 
and Big Conversation about the welfare of the clergy – ranging from our spiritual health, to practical 
things like the condition of our homes and the challenges that exist when fulfilling a role in which we 
are not just private individuals but public figures. The idea is that, where possible (and sadly it isn’t 
everywhere) clergy and congregation talk together about the issues involved in clergy care and
wellbeing. Here are a few of the sort of discussion starter questions that the resources offer to help the
conversation flow:

To the individual ordained minister: To whom do you talk about your own wellbeing, within and beyond 
the place you serve? What signs of resilience do you recognise in yourself? What are the signs of stress 
and burnout as they effect you? Do you know where to find help? Where are the pressure points 
between your family commitments and your wider ministry?

To the local church: What are your expectation of your clergy and how reasonable are they? How do 
you encourage your clergy to give the best of themselves? Do you think your expectation of the amount 
of time your clergy spend with church members and those who do not yet go to church are reasonable? 
Are you aware of the vulnerabilities of your clergy as public figures?

There are also a series of questions addressed to bishops and the wider church in their duty to promote
clergy wellbeing.

One of the big differences between clergy and many other professions is that we are not employees but 
“office holders” (police officers, judges and coroners are similar), which means we don’t have the same 
protections afforded to others in law. At the same time, office holders are free from the restrictions of 
employee status, as we have no contracts, no required hours and other considerable freedoms which 
we must negotiate. It’s always a tricky balance that needs constant reflection and adjustment.

Most clergy – and I know it is true of your clergy – are vocationally-committed to serve, to go the extra 
mile and, in appropriate ways, to give of themselves sacrificially for the cause of the Gospel and God’s 
people. To do that to the best of our abilities, the Lord being our helper, we invite you to help us to be
the best people we can be, supported and challenged in our calling, with proper and balanced attention 
to our emotional, physical and spiritual needs, as we commit ourselves to yours. Thank you for your 
care and support. It is truly appreciated.

Simon Butler
Chair of the Clergy Wellbeing Working Group of the Church of England

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/clergy-resources/national-clergy-hr/supporting-clergy-health-and-wellbeing/covenant
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For Your Prayers

The sick and those in need: Mary Paton,

Lloyda Maxwell, Jeremy Edwards, Mrs

Cheeseman, Andy Sherwood.

The recently departed and their families:

Jean Wilson, David Fairbairn, Hubert

Chesshyre, Lawrence Fashesin, Ken

Mitchell, Diane Wright, Sheila Wigdor.

First Communion Classes: We hope to 

begin these classes for children aged 7 

or above later this month, leading to 

admission to Holy Communion at 

Easter. If your child would be 

interested in being admitted, and you 

would be supportive of that, please let 

Simon know soon.

Lent 2021

Lent is just a month away. It is likely 

that most of our activities will take 

place remotely this year, including Lent 

Study Groups: sign up from next week.

As part of St Mary’s Mission Action 

Plan for 2020-25, we remember we 

are sent to tell the good news of Jesus 

Christ. Our Lent Book and Course this 

year will give us the opportunity to 

explore this using Archbishop Justin’s 

Lent Book for 2021, Living His Story. 

The office will happily order copies for 

anyone who wants one, at £8.99 a 

copy. If you are able to pay £10 for 

your, we can get a few copies for those 

for whom £9 would be a stretch. 

Possible Art Commission: Felicity 

Prazak, a member of St Mary’s and 

local artist, has had an initial 

discussion with Simon about the 

possibility of commissioning a 

series of 14 or 15 Stations of the 

Cross paintings of the journey of 

Jesus to the Cross, which would 

hang on a semi-permanent basis in 

the Gallery of the Church (and 

could easily be brought down into 

the body of the building for 

worship or personal devotion). The 

cost of the commission would be 

approximately £150 per painting 

and, before taking the matter 

further, Simon suggested that we 

contact the congregation to see if 

members might like to sponsor a 

painting in this set. Felicity is 

going to put a picture of one of 

her recently painted icons on the 

noticeboard at the back of the 

church to give you a chance to 

look at the sort of work she does. 

A swift response would be great, 

to gauge interest and support and 

to enable work to begin soon. 

Please email Simon at 

vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk if 

you would be interested in 

sponsoring part of this potential 

commission.

mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk


Giving To St Mary’s

We invite and encourage everyone who considers St 
Mary’s their spiritual home to make a financial 

contribution to our work. 

The best way of doing this is through setting up a 
Standing Order, so that your giving doesn’t depend upon 

how often you are able to get to church.

To do this, just use these details

Account Name: Battersea Parish Church PCC                  
Sort Code: 502101                                                       

Account Number: 82127468

To Gift Aid your Standing Order or one-off donation, 
please contact the Parish Office

You can now also give using this QR code                 
(please indicate if you are able to Gift Aid)

Contacts

St. Mary's Church
The Parish Office, St. Mary's Crypt Battersea 
Church Road London, SW11 3NA
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Tel 020 7228 9648

office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

Canon Simon Butler
Vicar (Day Off: Thursday Evening/Friday)
vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07941 552407

Reverend Aaron Kennedy
Associate Vicar for Community Development & 
Mission (Day Off: Friday)
aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07815 180273

The clergy are always ready to visit, or to offer 
confidential pastoral care. Please contact them 
directly. If you hear that a member of the parish 
is unwell or needs a visit or a call from one of the 
clergy, please let the clergy know. They may not 
have heard and are grateful to be kept informed.

mailto:office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

