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A prayer for all those affected  
by Coronavirus 

Keep us good Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick,  
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort,  
knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

The Eucharist with  
Holy Baptism  

10.15am  
 

Preacher 
Revd Luke Larner, 
Assistant Curate 

Christmas Services at St Paul’s will be 
attendance by ticket only, bookable online 
from Eventbrite. A limited number of tickets 
can be collected in person from Alison 
Phillipson after Sunday’s service and from 
the church office Mon-Fri between 12 noon 
and 2.00pm. If you are attending one of the 
services please bring your ticket with you 
and be seated 15 minutes before the start. 
Christmas Eve 24th December 4pm ~ 
Crib Service 

Christmas Day 25th December 
10.15am ~ Festival Sung Eucharist 
 
Covid update: Bedford is now in Tier 3. 
You are reminded that government 
restrictions do not allow socialising with 
anyone outside your household or support 
bubble.  
  
Please be advised the office telephone 
is still down but broadband and email  
services are now working.    
 
Stewardship pledge forms are still being 
received. Please place in the box at the back 
of church.  
  
 

Weekly Stewardship Envelopes Please 
collect your 2021 yellow stewardship 
envelopes from the back of church.  A 
number remain uncollected.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday   
December 20th  

 
A prayer for all those affected  

by Coronavirus 
Keep us good Lord,  

under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick,  
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort,  
knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

 
 Weekly notices 

We welcome Toni and Lisa 
Milioti and their families to our 
service today as they bring Maria for 
Holy Baptism.  
 
Christmas Hamper Raffle 
generously donated by Bedford 
Club Tickets are available at £1 each. 
Proceeds to St Paul’s. See / contact 
Ann Collett-White: to buy:  07989 
837819 / ann@simla.org.uk  



7:10 And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, 
and be disturbed no more; and evildo-
ers shall afflict them no more, as for-
merly, 7:11 from the time that I ap-
pointed judges over my people Israel; 
and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the LORD de-
clares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house. 7:16 Your house 
and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall 
be established forever. 

 
 

Readings for  
FOURTH SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 

Old Testament 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
7:1 Now when the king was settled 
in his house, and the LORD had given 
him rest from all his enemies around 
him, 7:2 the king said to the prophet 
Nathan, "See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God 
stays in a tent." 7:3 Nathan said to 
the king, "Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you." 
7:4 But that same night the word of 
the LORD came to Nathan: 7:5 Go 
and tell my servant David: Thus says 
the LORD: Are you the one to build 
me a house to live in? 
7:6 I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent and 
a tabernacle. 7:7 Wherever I have 
moved about among all the people of 
Israel, did I ever speak a word with 
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, "Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?" 
7:8 Now therefore thus you shall say 
to my servant David: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to 
be prince over my people Israel;  
7:9 and I have been with you wherev-
er you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 



New Testament 
 
Romans 16:25-27 
16:25 Now to God who is able to 
strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mys-
tery that was kept secret for long ages 
16:26 but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known 
to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith -- 
16:27 to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for-
ever! Amen. 
 
The Gospel 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabri-
el was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 1:27 to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin's name 
was Mary. 
1:28 And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you." 1:29 But she was much per-
plexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 1:30 The 
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 
1:31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 1:32 He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. 1:33 
He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end." 

1:34 Mary said to the angel, "How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
1:35 The angel said to her, "The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God.  
1:36 And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 1:37 
For nothing will be impossible with 
God." 1:38 Then Mary said, "Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her. 



 
Collect for the Day 

 

God our redeemer, who prepared the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son; grant that, as she looked for his 
coming as our Saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again 
as our judge; 

Who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.   

  
 

For your prayers 

Daily: Jane Bowler 
 David Butson 
 Meg Curran 
Mon: Fr. Denis Desert 
 Susan Middleton 
 Dorothy Holland 
 Patricia Ffolkes 
Tue:  Maurice Leusby 
 Andrew Fensome 
 Peter Snook 
 Margaret Brown 
Wed: Peter Brown 
 Deirdre Pearson 
 Ray Edwards  
Thurs: Akhmat Jan 
 Heike Kreuer 
 Robin James 
Fri: Wendy Goss 
 Sarah Chatwin 
 Canon Michael Bradley 
Sat: Frederik Arvidsson 
 Jim Bailey 
 Peter Haslett  
 Gavin Mills 
 

RIP Marion Ridgway 
 Pamela Brown 
 Pat Robertson 
 

Year’s mind: 

 
John Norris Corfield  20th 
Bob Odell    21st 
Roma Coates   22nd 
Leslie Benson   23rd 
Florence Mary Seddon 23rd 
Winifred Prior  23rd 
Elizabeth Gwendoline Cole   
    24th  
Alan Blick    24th 
Edward William Ingley 25th 
May Hall    25th 
Helen Wilkinson  25th 
Anthony Browne  25th 
Victor Watson  26th 
 

Useful links for services online and 
broadcast schedules 
 

For those with access to the internet 
please visit the St Paul’s website here for    
service details: https://
www.stpaulschurchbedford.org.uk/ 
 

See also the service recordings page here: 
https://www.stpaulschurchbedford.org.uk/
worship_prayer_vicars_recordings.shtml 


