



This week’s reflection on Coronavirus living, from the Vicar 

People are remarkably resilient. I have seen photographs and film footage of my own 
native city (Canterbury) taken immediately after the end of the second world war. The city 
was flattened. The piles of rubble along the main thoroughfare are marked with little signs, 
reading “Boots the Chemist”, or “Timothy White’s”, or “Woolworths” - marking territory so 
that businesses, people, communities, might rebuild and start again. Sometimes the 
extent of the disaster around us can seem total - absolute destruction - and yet the 
human determination to restart, rebuild, and re-emerge is strong.


The Coronavirus has been the most destructive force in the lifetime of most of us alive 
today; and even those who remember previous times of war, disaster, and despondency, 
will have faced it afresh in this current emergency. It is not just the people who have died - 
tragic though their cases may be, they are just the tip of the iceberg. Beyond those 
deaths stretch out the people left grieving, the business left failing, 
the countless individuals whose mental health has become 
unstable, the myriad workers whose jobs have gone, and whose 
economic prospects are shattered. And there are a thousand more 
hidden ways too, perhaps beyond our imagining, in which people’s 
hopes and dreams have been dashed by this pandemic.


To rise again from the ashes of disaster is a tough ask; but it is also 
what we do; we, the resilient human race. In the midst of death 
and destruction we always find new birth, and with new birth 
comes fresh hope for the future.


This Christmas season is all about a new birth. It happened in the 
past, 2000 years ago at Bethlehem, and yet it remains a fresh and vibrant real-life event 
for us today. The implications of that new birth speak to each and every one of us. In the 
words of a popular Christmas song, currently to be heard on our wireless sets daily, “And 
man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day”. The birth of Christ brings fresh 
hope to a troubled world. Christmas has never been needed more than it is needed in 
2020. The celebrations will be different this year, but at their heart remains the same 
message - the same Saviour. And maybe, with some of the baggage stripped away, some 
people will find they have a clearer view of the child who has changed our lives for ever.
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“Comfort and Joy” - A free Christmas resource for everyone 

Led by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop of York, 
backed up by other writers, the “Comfort & Joy” booklet will 
present us with a Christmas carol, a Bible reading, and a very short 
themed reflection, for each of the first nine days of Christmas, 
starting on 25 December.


Please collect your FREE “Comfort & Joy” booklet from church 
now, so that you can join in this time of reflection. If you need a 
copy of the booklet delivered to your house, please contact the 
Parish Office and let us know. We will be very happy to drop one 
through your letterbox. Tidings of Comfort & Joy will sustain us!


Can Christmas be cancelled? 

No! Of course not. The idea of cancelling Christmas is too ridiculous even to contemplate. 
Some have suggested that the feast should be abandoned this year due to the 
Coronavirus, and yet we proved at Easter that even the most complex of Christian 
festivals can be celebrated in a time of pandemic - even with churches closed! Those who 
tuned in to watch Holy Week and Easter broadcast from the Chapel of St Dorothy (at the 
vicarage) will recall that it was successful, if different. For Christmas we will be in church 
together, so nothing is cancelled, and all that is essential to the festival will still be intact.


But Christmas has been cancelled in the past. Puritans were not fond of celebrating 
anything. They smashed organs, tore up music, outlawed dancing, banned singing, and 
cancelled Christmas. From 1647 to 1660 Christmas was banned throughout England and 
Wales by the puritan parliament which had also murdered King Charles. The Scottish 
puritans were even worse - their ban on Christmas rendered it illegal from 1637 to 1690. 
Happily those days are behind us, and even the Coronavirus will not cancel Christmas.






Today’s Advent 4 Gospel reminds us of Mary’s desire to follow God’s plan.

In our lead article, Fr Timothy shows that we too may be “highly favoured”.


The angel said to Mary, “Greetings, favoured one! Do not be afraid, 
for you have found favour with God.” These words from today’s 
Gospel are familiar to us, and especially at this time of year, but what 
do we learn from them?


Surely nothing could be more comforting to a person of faith than the 
assurance, received at the lips of an angel no less, that she is 
“favoured” in God’s eyes. And to Mary, Gabriel says it twice. 
“Greetings, favoured one!….you have found favour with God”. We 
know that it is God’s will for each one of us to enjoy a perfect 

relationship with him; but we also know that this perfection of relationship is undermined 
(or often totally destroyed) by our own wilfulness, and tendency to sin. But Mary is judged 
to be “favoured”, as a reflection of the purity of her life and of her intentions. And because 
God is not limited by time in the 
same way as us, we may be sure 
that this favour is not simply a 
reflection of her “past” righteousness 
(as we perceive it), but also of that 
which was to come - the willing 
acceptance of God’s will, which was 
to follow in just a few seconds, and 
the willing conformity to God’s 
greater plan, which was to follow for 
the rest of her life.


In Mary’s “yes” to God, communicated through Gabriel, we find the perfect response of 
the human will to God’s plan - a response of faith, of obedience, and of humility.


For you and for me the call is the same. Not, of course, to be the mother of Jesus, but to 
follow God’s will for us without reservation, and without deviation. To remove from our 
lives the distractions and diversions, and to become wholly focused upon God’s will for 
us. This is our calling, our great vocation, and though it seems at times hard to achieve, 

there are other moments when we find ourselves 
caught up in the vision of his glory, and just for a 
few moments it seems all too easy to achieve this 
goal. We may imagine that Mary lived constantly in 
this vision of God’s glory, and what a blessing that 
must have been - no wonder the angel says 
“Greetings, favoured one”.


For us, Mary is an example and a role model. The 
saints always set an example of holiness, for each 
of them has found a way to point others away from 

human wilfulness, and towards the glory of God. In Mary we find this principle brought to 
the climax of its expression in human flesh, and so by her we are inspired to try harder to 
achieve the same. Our vocation is with us, a vocation to holiness, and Mary shows us 
how to submit to it in faith, obedience, and humility. This is the heart of the meaning of 
Christmas, and as we seek to follow this path, casting off the flippant commercial 
excesses, we will lose nothing of this season - instead we will find ourselves drawn more 
deeply into its mystery, and better able to experience its true joy.


Fr Timothy, Parish Priest 



25 December is only the start….. 
Christmas lasts for twelve days. On 25 December we keep “the first day of Christmas”, 
but another eleven follow it. In Christianity some important festivals have an “octave” - an 
eight-day celebration, starting on the feast day, and continuing for the next seven. But 
only Christmas lasts for twelve whole days, and “Twelfth Night” (the evening of 5 January) 
is when decorations should finally be taken down.


The celebrations of Christmas include St Stephen’s Day (26 December) when mass will be 
celebrated in church at 12.00 noon - this is the “Feast of Stephen” on which Good King 
Wenceslas looked out; and St John’s Day (27 December) when mass will be at 10.30am - 
John is the author of the Christmas Gospel, “and the Word became flesh”; and the Holy 
Innocents’ Day (28 December) when mass will be at 12.00 noon - the Holy Innocents are 
the baby boys of Bethlehem murdered by King Herod.


Then on Wednesday 6 January we celebrate the Epiphany, or the arrival of Wise Men with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Join us in church that evening at 6.30pm for a very 
special celebration of Epiphany.

St Gabriel’s Church, Noel Road, London W3 0JD 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
The Sick:  Gill Brunström, Nida Gabriel, Sheila Bowyer. 
 

The Parish:  Allan Way and Wilfrid Gardens. 
 

Year’s Mind:  Pat Robus, Harold Draper, Eddie Hurrell, 
Margaret Alcock, Anne Preston, Ethel Walters, Dot Hibbs, 
Amtoly Boyho, John Light, Incoronata DeLuca, Cuthbert 
Carter, Alex Hamill, Gladys Dudden. 
 

Special Intention:  All suffering from mental health issues. 
 
 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
 
The Sacrament Lamp has been sponsored by 
Shirani, in loving memory of her brother Anton. 
 
The Walsingham Lamp has been sponsored by 
Shirani, in loving memory of her brother Anton. 
 
 

ADVANCE DATES 
 
26 Dec (Sat) St Stephen’s Day - mass at 12 noon 
27 Dec (Sun) St John’s Day - mass at 10.30am 
28 Dec (Mon) Holy Innocents’ Day - mass at 12 noon 
6 Jan (Wed) EPIPHANY - mass at 6.30pm 
27 Jan (Wed) Deanery Synod (via zoom) 
17 Feb (Wed) Ash Wednesday - mass at 6.30pm 
26-30 July Walsingham Pilgrimage Week 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Singing - Congregational singing is still not permitted at 
present; when there are sung parts of the service, they will 
be sung by a cantor; at other points in the liturgy we may use 
pre-recorded music; we are keeping our music alive, despite 
the current restrictions on public singing. 
 

Christmas Carol Service - Our Carol Service is today at 
4.00pm, with Christmas music, the Christmas story, and 
Christmas joy! No tickets required - just turn up. 
 

Crib & Christingle Service - this year it will be 
necessary to have tickets if you wish to attend the Crib & 
Christingle Service on Christmas Eve. Tickets are free, and 
may be reserved on the Eventbrite website. Please speak to 
us if you need help locating the site. 
 

Website - Do visit our parish website. Under the section 
“Worship Times” you will find links to special pages for 
Christmas and for Epiphany. Come back often! 
 

O Radiant Dawn - Our Advent video series runs every 
Sunday during the Advent season - do watch the videos. All 
four weeks may be found on this web page: 
https://www.sswsh.com/fullposts.php?id=300 
 

Normal Service - Despite tier-4 arriving, services continue 
as normal right across Christmas, and beyond.  
 

St Gabriel’s Trumpet - Our parish magazine Christmas 
edition is published today, and will be emailed or delivered. 
 
 

Enquiries: office@saintgabrielacton.org 
Fr Timothy:  vicar@saintgabrielacton.org 

 

Fr Timothy - 020 8259 2138 
Mark Corcoran - 07572 113161 
Sandra Busby - 020 8993 6095 
Jenny Boothe  - 020 8930 5754 
Area Dean - 020 8810 4929 

www.saintgabrielacton.org

 

 

St Gabriel’s Church 
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Loving God and Serving 
the Community 

Sunday 20th December 2020 
Advent 4 

 10.30am Solemn High Mass 
 11.45am Christmas Choir Practice 
 4.00pm Christmas Carol Service 

 
Welcome to St Gabriel’s 

 

o The Lady Chapel is a place of quiet where you may 
pray or sit quietly before, during, or after the service.  

o On the left side of church the enclosed carpeted area 
is a crèche for babies and small children. 

o Most weeks during school term time children (at least 3 
years of age) may attend our Junior Church. 

o If you use a hearing aid, please switch to position ‘T’ 
and sounds in the church will be amplified for you. 

o We are currently unable to sing hymns due to the 
Covid-19 regulations; we will resume when possible. 

o We are currently unable to serve refreshments due to 
Covid-19 regulations; we will resume when possible. 

 
Services and Events This Week 

Sun 20 
 
Mon 21 
Tue 22 
Wed 23 
Thu 24 
 
Fri 25 
 
Sat 26 

11.45am 
4.00pm 

- 
- 

6.30pm 
4.00pm 

11.30pm 
8.00am 

10.30am 
12 noon 

Choir practice 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
- 
- 
Mass   
Crib & Christingle Service 
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS 
Christmas Dawn Mass  (said) 
CHRISTMAS MORNING MASS 
Mass of St Stephen’s Day   

 
Advent Season 

We are now in the Advent Season, and the liturgical 
colour is PURPLE, the Church’s colour of penance, as 
we prepare for the coming of Jesus, our Saviour and 
our Judge. On Christmas Day the colour changes to 

GOLD, followed by WHITE for Christmastide. 
 

The Christmas Carol Service 
This year’s service will be at 4.00pm this afternoon. 
Come and join us for all those favourite lessons and 

carols, and to join in celebrating this great feast. 
 

Next Sunday:  27th December 2020 
St John the Evangelist’s Day 

 10.30am Parish Mass 
 
 
 

Please wash your hands whenever entering the 
church building, so we can remain Covid-Secure.  
Hand sanitizing alcohol gel is provided in church. 
Disposable face masks are available on request. 



 

Advent 4 : Year B 
 

This week’s prayers and readings: 
 
Collect: 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she 
looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:     2 Samuel 7: 1-11, & 16 
 

A reading from the second book of Samuel.  
 

Now when David, the king was settled in his house, 
and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See 
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that 
you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.’ But that 
same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go 
and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are 
you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’ Now therefore you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over 
my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever 
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like 
the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to 
you, David, that the Lord will make you a house. Your 
house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever 
before me; your throne shall be established for ever. 
 
Psalm:   Psalm 89 
 

R: My song shall proclaim your steadfast love, O Lord. 
 
My song shall be always of the loving-kindness of the Lord: 
with my mouth will I proclaim your faithfulness throughout all 
generations. I will declare that your love is established for 
ever; you have set your faithfulness as firm as the heavens. R 
 

For you said: ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I 
have sworn an oath to David my servant: “Your seed will I 
establish for ever and build up your throne for all 
generations.” ‘. R 
 

The heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, and your 
faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones; For who 
among the clouds can be compared to the Lord? Who is like 
the Lord among the host of heaven? R 
 

A God feared in the council of the holy ones, great and 
terrible above all those round about him. Who is like you, 
Lord God of hosts? Mighty Lord, your faithfulness is all 
around you. R 
 

New Testament Reading:   Romans 16. 25-27 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

To God who is able to strengthen you according to my 
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for 
long ages but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith – to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! 
Amen.   
 
Gospel:     Luke 1. 26-38 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The 
Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Prayer over the gifts: 
Lord, may the power of the Spirit, who sanctifies your 
Church in readiness for your coming, make holy these 
gifts which we place upon your altar; grant this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your 
servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 


