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Safety Notices  |  Please read these notices carefully before you arrive 
 

THIS CAROL SHEET HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE AHEAD OF THE OUTDOOR CAROL SERVICES. TO HELP 

PREVENT POSSIBLE TRANSMISSION, THOSE ATTENDING ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR EITHER PRINTING THIS 

OUT AT BEFOREHAND AND BRINGING IT WITH THEM, OR FOR DOWNLOADING IT TO A MOBILE PHONE 

OR OTHER DEVICE FOR USE DURING THE SERVICE. PLEASE ENJOY YOURSELVES; BUT PLEASE STAY SAFE. 
 

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS: If you have any symptoms or if you know you should be self-

isolating, then please remain at home to ensure the safety of others. 
 

SOCIAL BUBBLES: When you arrive, please make sure your household bubble is two 

metres from other bubbles. Please do not join any other group or mix with anyone 

from another group. While carol singing outdoors is permitted, people must ei-

ther attend on their own or as part of a group of not more than six people. 
 

FACE COVERINGS: Please wear a face covering when singing to reduce the potential risk 

of transmission, and to ensure our services remain as safe as possible. Unusual and 

imaginative festive-themed face coverings are particularly welcome. 
 

SINGING: Please do enjoy joining in with the carols. However, when you sing, please 

sing at your normal speaking level, to help lower the risk of transmission; the risk 

of transmission increases the louder people sing. 
 

TORCHES: It will be dark, so please come prepared with a torch for each person. Please 

move slowly and carefully, and take particular care on uneven, wet, icy or muddy 

ground. Your phone may have a torch that will help you move around safely; please 

make sure the battery on your phone is fully charged before the service. 
 

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER: It will almost certainly be cold, and there could very well be a 

chance of rain or other inclement weather. Please come prepared, wearing com-

fortable and sensible clothes and shoes that will keep you warm and dry. Please 

think about whether you might need to bring an umbrella. 
 

SEATING: We are unable to provide seating. Please think before you come about 

whether you will need to sit for some or all of the carol service. If you will need 

to sit, then please arrange to have a chair brought for you. 
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Christmas Carol  |  Love came down at Christmas 
 

Love came down at Christmas,  

love all lovely, Love Divine;  

love was born at Christmas,  

star and angels gave the sign. 
 

Worship we the Godhead,  

love incarnate, Love Divine;  

worship we our Jesus:  

but wherewith for sacred sign? 
 

Love shall be our token,  

love be yours and love be mine,  

love to God and all men,  

love for plea and gift and sign. 
 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894) 
 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
 

  



 
3 

Christmas Carol  |  Once in royal David’s city 
 

Solo 
 

Once in royal David’s city  

stood a lowly cattle shed,  

where a mother laid her baby  

in a manger for his bed:  

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

All 
 

He came down to earth from heaven,  
who is God and Lord of all,  
and his shelter was a stable,  
and his cradle was a stall;  
with the poor and mean and lowly,  
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood  
he would honour and obey,  
love and watch the lowly maiden,  
in whose gentle arms he lay:  
Christian children all must be  
mild, obedient, good as he. 
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For he is our childhood’s pattern,  
day by day, like us he grew,  
he was little, weak and helpless,  
tears and smiles like us he knew;  
and he feeleth for our sadness,  
and he shareth in our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him,  
through his own redeeming love,  
for that child so dear and gentle  
is our Lord in heaven above;  
and he leads his children on  
to the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable,  
with the oxen standing by,  
we shall see him; but in heaven,  
set at God’s right hand on high;  
when like stars his children crowned  
all in white shall wait around. 
 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
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The Bidding Prayer 
 

eloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and 

delight to hear again the message of the angels, and in 

heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this 

thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of 

the loving purposesof God from the first days of our disobedi-

ence unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy 

Child. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for 

peace on earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and 

brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and especially 

in this village of N. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us 

remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the 

hungry and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the 

lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; all those 

who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by 

sin have grieved his heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with 

us, but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multi-

tude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word 

made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever 

one. 
 

B 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne 

of heaven, in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 
 

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

May the almighty God bless us with his grace, Christ give us the 

joys of everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens 

above may the King of angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

  

O 
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First Reading  |  St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus 
 

he birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 

before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 

man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Jo-

seph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 

bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emman-

uel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 
 

Matthew 1.18-23 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  

T 
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Christmas Carol  |  O little town of Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by:  
yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting Light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 
 

O morning stars, together  
proclaim the holy birth,  
and praises sing to God the King,  
and peace to men on earth.  
For Christ is born of Mary;  
and gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love. 
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How silently, how silently,  
the wondrous gift is given!  
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming;  
but in this world of sin,  
where meek souls will receive him, still  
the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem,  
descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin, and enter in:  
be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels  
the great glad tidings tell:  
O come to us, abide with us,  
our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 
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Second Reading  |  The angels announce the birth of Jesus 
 

n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favours!’ 
 

Luke 2.8-20 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  

I 
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ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
‘GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST  

HEAVEN, AND ON EARTH PEACE!’ 

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
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Christmas Carol  |  It came upon the midnight clear 
 

It came upon the midnight clear,  
that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth  
to touch their harps of gold:  
‘Peace on the earth, good will to men,  
from heaven’s all-gracious King!’  
The world in solemn stillness lay,  
to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come  
with peaceful wings unfurled;  
and still their heavenly music floats  
o’er all the weary world:  
above its sad and lowly plains  
they bend on hovering wing;  
and ever over its Babel-sounds  
the blessèd angels sing. 
 

Instrumental 
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And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,  
whose forms are bending low,  
who toil along the climbing way  
with painful steps and slow:  
look now, for glad and golden hours  
come swiftly on the wing.  
O rest beside the weary road,  
and hear the angels sing! 
 

Instrumental 
 

Words: Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876) 
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Third Reading  |  The shepherds go to the manger 
 

hen the angels had left the shepherds and gone 

into heaven, they said to one another, ‘Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glo-

rifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 
 

Luke 2.15-20 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  

W 



 
15 

  

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
MARY TREASURED ALL THESE WORDS  

AND PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART. 

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 



 
16 

Christmas Carol  |  While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
all seated on the ground,  
the angel of the Lord came down,  
and glory shone around. 
 

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread  
had seized their troubled mind);  
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring  
to you and all mankind. 
 

‘To you in David’s town this day  
is born of David’s line  
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  
and this shall be the sign: 
 

‘The heavenly babe you there shall find  
to human view displayed,  
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands  
and in a manger laid.’ 
 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith  
appeared a shining throng  
of angels praising God, who thus  
addressed their joyful song: 
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‘All glory be to God on high,  
and to the earth be peace;  
goodwill henceforth from heaven to men  
begin and never cease.’ 
 

Words: Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 
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Fourth Reading  |  The magi are led by the star to Jesus 
 

n the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Beth-

lehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 

pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was fright-

ened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethle-

hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And 

you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 

is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered 

I 
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him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 

own country by another road. 
 

Matthew 2.1-11 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
‘WHERE IS THE CHILD WHO HAS BEEN  

BORN KING OF THE JEWS? FOR WE  

OBSERVED HIS STAR AT ITS RISING, AND  

HAVE COME TO PAY HIM HOMAGE.’ 

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
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Christmas Carol  |  We three kings of Orient are 
 

We three kings of Orient are,  
bearing gifts we traverse afar  
field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
following yonder star: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem plain,  
gold I bring to crown him again,  
King for ever, ceasing never  
over us all to reign: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I,  
incense owns a Deity nigh;  
prayer and praising, all men raising,  
worship him, God Most High: 
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O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  
breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Glorious now behold him arise,  
King and God and Sacrifice;  
Heaven sings: ‘alleluia’;  
‘Alleluia,’ the earth replies: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Words: Edward John Hopkins (1818-1901) 
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Fifth Reading  |  St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and with-

out him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to tes-

tify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-

come children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth. 
 

John 1.1-14 
 

Thanks be to God. 

I 
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ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND LIVED  

AMONG US, AND WE HAVE SEEN HIS  

GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF A FATHER’S  

ONLY SON, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. 

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
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Christmas Carol  |  Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour 
 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,  
all for love’s sake became poor;  
thrones for a manger didst surrender,  
sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.  
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
all for love’s sake became poor. 
 

Thou who art God beyond all praising,  
all for love’s sake became man;  
stooping so low, but sinners raising  
heavenward by thine eternal plan.  
Thou who art God beyond all praising,  
all for love’s sake became man. 
 

Thou who art love beyond all telling,  
Saviour and King, we worship thee.  
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,  
make us what thou would have us be.  
Thou who art love beyond all telling,  
Saviour and King, we worship thee. 
 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
all for love’s sake became poor. 
 

Words: Frank Houghton (1894-1972) 
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The Collects 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept as all pray in silence for a while. 
 

ord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to 

kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 

heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our 

eternal God. Amen. 
 

od of promise, from ancient times you have sustained 

your people: with Mary and Joseph, teach us to treasure 

in our hearts the birth of Jesus, and with shepherds and 

angels, lead us to praise the holy Child of Bethlehem in whose 

name we pray. Amen. 
 

od whose Word became flesh: breathe a new song 

of joy and praise into the world, so that we may bear the 

good news of your salvation and proclaim your promise 

of peace to the ends of the earth; through Christ the Word. 

Amen. 
 

  

L 
G 
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Christmas Carol  |  O come, all ye faithful 
 

O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come and behold him,  
born the King of angels: 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
glory to God,  
glory in the highest: 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Instrumental 
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Come and behold him,  
born the King of angels: 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him! 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Instrumental 
 

Words: Adeste, fideles (Latin 18th Century) 
Translated: John Francis Wade (1802-1880) 
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The Blessing 
 

ay the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shep-

herds, the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience 

of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
 

M 



  



 

 
 

 ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 
MAY THE JOY OF THE ANGELS,  

THE EAGERNESS OF THE SHEPHERDS,  

THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE WISE MEN,  

THE OBEDIENCE OF JOSEPH AND MARY, 

AND THE PEACE OF THE CHRIST-CHILD  

BE YOURS THIS CHRISTMAS 

ÌËÌËÌËÌËÌ 


