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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

One of the good things about smart phones is that every so often, they 

will come up with a rediscover your day from years gone by, in 

pictures.  Mine did a few days ago, and it took me back to 2015.  I 

wonder if I knew then how things would turn out, whether I would have 

done anything different.  Thinking back, I was working full-time, how 

life has changed!  I now find myself coming to the end of my curacy, as 



well as Local Minister for the beautiful villages of Little Bealings and 

Playford.   

 

 Like everyone else, life has had its ups and downs.  This year has 

been challenging and very difficult for some people.  Loneliness, the 

loss of a loved one, unable to see family, giving the grandchildren a 

hug, but amongst all the difficult stuff, we find God’s blessings in 

abundance.  We may not have been able to meet and worship in our 

beautiful Church and see each other, but through the gifts of our 

brilliant Tech Team and Robin’s vision, we have been able to meet on 

Zoom.  People have been ringing around checking on one another, 

volunteering for things like food banks, the generosity of people to go 

the extra mile for fellow human-beings.  These things don’t happen by 

accident, they happen by the providence of God. 

 

A few days ago, when the announcement of the vaccine came, no other 

news mattered.  Every news bulletin in every country was talking about 

the vaccine, that promise, that hope, that excitement.  Wouldn’t it be 

brilliant if that same excitement be echoed around the good news of the 

Christmas message and the hope and promise that Christ brings? 

 

We read in the later chapters of Isaiah that God will send a Messiah to 

change things.  The people had just returned from exile in Babylon and 

were glad to be free.  But now the Prophet is telling them there is even 

better news.  God will send a redeemer; it is worth bearing in mind this 

book was written 600-700 years before Jesus was born.  God had a plan 

for us and brought it to fruition.   

 

In the hymn “I the Lord of Sea and Sky, I have heard my people cry, all 

who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save”.  God says, “No matter 

what life throws at you, you are mine, every morning, noon and night, 

my love for you will never diminish”.  God never promises to get us 

over it, but through it.  

  

One of the songs my mum used to sing all the time was “Count your 

Blessings One by One” and there are more blessings than stars in 



the sky, and if not, go back and start to count again, you have missed a 

few! 

 

As the new year brings hope, and with the vaccine, the promise of life 

returning to some sort of normality, let our hearts be bounding with joy, 

with all that God has given us through Christ.  God’s love in a manger 

to everyone, including the stranger.   

 

God bless and a Happy and Peaceful New Year to you all. 

 

Gary 

 

WHAT’S ON  

Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Sun               
3rd Jan 

8.30am -
9.00am 

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading Matthew 2 : 1 - 12 

Sun             
3rd Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom 
2ndSunday of Christmas, Epiphany  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Reading  Matthew 2 : 1 - 12 

Sun             
3rd Jan 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Holy   
Communion             

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Matthew 2 : 1 - 12 

Sun             
3rd Jan 

5.00pm -
5.45pm 

ASK Zoom 
‘After Hours' 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Sun             
3rd Jan 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm    

Evensong   To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Matthew 2 : 1 – 12 

Psalm 72 :1 - 2  & 10– 15 

  

Tue             
5th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom      
'Coffee & Chat' 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Wed 
6th Jan 

19.30pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom      
Epiphany Service  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

    

Thu                  
7th Jan 
 

10.30am-
12.00pm 
 

Fynn Valley Walks 
Little Bealings 
 

Email  john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phone John 
Wittgreffe 07857838678 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/337873547528977/ 

Thu                  
7th Jan 

11.00am- 
11.30am 

Thursday 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

    

Sun             
10th Jan 

8.30am -
9.00am 

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388  Reading Mark 1: 9 - 13 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Sun             
10th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom  
Children and Family Life             

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org   

Reading Luke 2:41- 52 

Sun             
10th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
at Playford 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Colin Hedgley to confirm your 
attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 01473 738468 

Reading Mark 1: 9 - 13 

Sun             
10th Jan 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm 

Service To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Mark 1: 4-13 

Sun             
10th Jan 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm  

Holy Communion   
 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Mark 1:21–28 

 

Mon 
11th Jan 

14.30pm- 
15.30pm 

Silver Screen LITE 
 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

 

Tue            
12th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom 
'Messy Church' at home 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website  
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Wed 
13th Jan 

19.30pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom 
Alpha Course  

Please contact Helen Wittgreffe 
helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

 

Thu                  
14th Jan 
 

10.30am-
12.00pm 
 

Fynn Valley Walks 
Little Bealings 
 

Email  john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phone John 
Wittgreffe 07857838678 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/337873547528977/ 

Thu                  
14th Jan 

11.00am- 
11.30am 

Thursday 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

    

Fri                      
15th Jan 

19.00pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom   
Pub Quiz 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Sun             
17th Jan 

8.30am -
9.00am  

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

Reading Samuel 3:1-10  

Sun             
17th Jan 

9.15am- 
10.00am 

ASK Zoom 
Breakfast special 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Sun             
17th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom 
Congregating and Family Life 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Reading Exodus 12:21-28 

Sun             
17th Jan 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Holy   
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Samuel 3:1-10  

Sun             
17th Jan 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm 

Evensong To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading John 1:43 -51 

Psalm 139 :1 - 5 & 12 - 15 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Tue             
19th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom      
'Coffee & Chat' 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Wed            
20th Jan 

19.15pm-
20.15pm 
 

ASK Zoom  
Bible Study  
 

To register your interest and to indicate which session you 
would like to book, please email Robin Spittle or call him on 
623388  email  robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Wed 
20th Jan 

19.30pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom 
Alpha Course  

Please contact Helen Wittgreffe 
helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

    

Thu                  
21st Jan 
 

10.30am-
12.00pm 
 

Fynn Valley Walks 
Little Bealings 
 

Email  john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phone John 
Wittgreffe 07857838678 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/337873547528977/ 

Thu             
21st Jan 

11.00am-    
11.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

Thu           
21st Jan 

20.00pm-
21.00pm 
 

ASK Zoom  
Bible Study  
 

To register your interest and to indicate which session you 
would like to book, please email Robin Spittle or call him on 
623388  email  robinspittle@btinternet.com 

    

Sun             
24th Jan 

8.30am -
9.00am  

Holy  
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading John 2:1-11 

Sun             
24th Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom Church  
Ceremony and Family Life 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Reading John 2:1-11 

Sun             
24th Jan 

10.00am- 
10.30am 

Holy Communion  
at Little Bealings  

To ensure safe social distancing you must contact Corinne 
Fear to request attendance.  
Email  corinnejarvis@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07810 355511 

Sun             
24th Jan 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Service             To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Robin Spittle to confirm your attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading John 2:1-11 

Sun             
24th Jan 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm 
Reading 

Evensong 
 
Mark 1:14-20 & Psalm 33 :1-9 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

    

Mon 
25th Jan 

14.30pm- 
15.30pm 

Silver Screen LITE 
 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

    

Tue            
26th Jan 
 

10.00am- 
11.00am 
 

ASK Zoom 
'Messy Church' at home 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website  
www.askesgrave.org  
 

    

Wed 
27th Jan 

19.30pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom 
Alpha Course  

Please contact Helen Wittgreffe 
helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

    

Thu                  
28th Jan 
 

10.30am-
12.00pm 
 

Fynn Valley Walks 
Little Bealings 
 

Email  john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phone John 
Wittgreffe 07857838678 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/337873547528977/ 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Thu             
28th Jan 

11.00am-    
11.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

    

Fri                      
29th Jan 

19.00pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom   
Pub Quiz 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Sun             
31st Jan 

8.30am -
9.00am 
Reading  

Holy  
Communion 
Mark 1:21 -28 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 

Sun             
31st Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am  
Reading 

ASK Zoom Church  
Celebrating and Family Life 
Revelation 19: 6-9 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Sun             
31st Jan 

10.00am- 
11.00am 
 
Reading 

Holy Communion  
at Playford 
 
Luke 2 : 22 - 40 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Colin Hedgley to confirm your 
attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 01473 738468 

Sun             
31st Jan 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm 
Reading  

Service       
 
Luke 2 : 22 - 40       

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Robin Spittle to confirm your attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 

Sun             
31st Jan 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm 
Reading 

Evensong 
 
Luke 2 : 22 – 40 
& Psalm 84:1-7 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

 

 

EPIPHANY SERVICE 

Last year for Ascension Day we held a special service which included 

input from 6 members of our wider Ministry Team and 6 short thoughts 

by Robin. They were interlaced with a mix of “Collects” and Hymns. 

We are planning to repeat the concept on Wednesday January 6th for 

Epiphany which both completes Christmas and introduces the Visit of 

the Magi. Do join us via Zoom between 7.30pm and 8.30pm – the link 

is both on the Church website and our Facebook page. 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Our next Bible Study will focus around Jesus calling Peter to transfer 

from fishing to rescuing people. How does the image of a net which, in 

our instance, rescues people from lostness, equate to Church as a place 

of security. What are the holes in our “net” through which the fish 

“escape”. Go with me in that this is designed to be unlike fish being 
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caught but rather for people being rescued. Identical sessions will take 

place on Wednesday January 20th (7.15pm) and Thursday January 

21st (8.00pm) and both will last an hour. I want to both welcome back 

“old hands” and also introduce “beginners” to the delight of Bible Study 

through Zoom.  

Simply contact me by email robinspittle@btinternet.com or text 

07443924285 and I will let you have the “Link”. 

Our next pair of “Sermon Preparation” sessions will be taking place on 

two nights in the week commencing February 1st. 

 

Robin 

 

SILVER SCREEN LITE 

Following a successful return on December 14th we are planning the 

following sessions for Silver Screen Lite. Monday January 11th (The 

Two Ronnies) and Monday January 25th (a return to Dads Army). 

Each session runs from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Because our toilets can only 

be used in the event of necessity, we are proposing the whole thing to 

last no longer than an hour with the practicality of leaving at the half 

way point if needed.  

If you have not already indicated through the Help Centre that you 

would like to attend please let Robin know by either phone 623388  or 

email robinspittle@btinternet.com  Numbers are limited by the need to 

sit at least 2 metres apart from people who are not in our household.  

 

 

BEGIN THE GREATEST ADVENTURE 

This article is about Alpha. Please don’t stop reading! 

  

The new Alpha Online course is fresh, young, modern and vibrant. I 

love it. I am excited by it. The YouTube videos were released in 2019. 

The filming from locations across the world is stunning, the interviews 
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with scientists who mapped the Genome Project, hardened prisoners 

who found faith, the adventurer Bear Grylls, and comments by Freddie 

Mercury, Jim Carrey, and simply everyday folk, are thought provoking, 

inspiring, exciting and real life. I recommend you all watch the series. 

There are eleven 30-minute videos and you can find them by typing into 

Google ‘alpha week 1’ etc.  

Better still why not join our Alpha Online course that starts on 

Wednesday 13th January. Led by Helen, Natalie, Julia and John, and 

born out of enthusiasm after Natalie and I ‘did Alpha’ this summer.  

 

Alpha Online is a course designed to give you the space and time to ask 

challenging questions about life, faith and meaning from the comfort of 

your own home. It is ideal for those new to faith, those sitting on the 

fence regarding faith, and those of us who want to know Jesus more. 

Each film is designed to create conversation around a topic such as: is 

there more to life than this, who is Jesus, what proof is there that he 

existed, what is the meaning of life, why is there suffering in this world. 

Each week we watch the short film prior to the meeting, and then join 

the Zoom meeting for 1hr 30 mins where we explore life’s big 

questions.  

 

Whilst the course is open to all ages, I am particularly keen to reach 

people who don’t attend church, aren’t sure about faith, and those who 

are struggling to find their purpose, their direction, or currently feel lost 

on their life journey. This will be a happy safe place for people to make 

friends, talk about life, talk about and experience faith.  

 

I invite all of you along, but I especially ask you, do you know 

anyone who might benefit from this course? Perhaps someone 

struggling, feeling a little lost, or wondering about faith and 

whether it might be for them.  If so, please suggest they join us.  

Alpha Online is booming, with those in their 20s and 30s finding it 

particularly interesting.  



The course will be eleven weeks long and meetings will be held at 

7.30pm each Wednesday from the 13th Jan. If you would like to join us, 

please contact Helen Wittgreffe at helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com  

 

Helen Wittgreffe  

Elder 

 

 

PRAYERS  

In Colossians 4:2-6, Paul tells us to be persistent in prayer, always 

giving thanks to God, no-matter what the situation.  Prayer is hugely 

important, especially now as we look to a very uneasy Autumn and 

Winter. Each Wednesday a group of people in the church pray for 

people we know who are in need, for our church and what's going on in 

the World. Whilst the church has been mostly closed, this has continued 

as shared prayers by email, making those people we pray for 

anonymous where requested. These prayers have become very popular, 

as a way for many more people to join in doing something to make a 

difference. Prayer requests (for anything) are sent to 

john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phoned in on 07857 838678 by 

Tuesday evening, and John puts them together in a respectful structure 

to bcc to everyone who can receive the email prayers so we can all join 

in the same prayers.  

 

Praying together for the same things has a special importance and 

significance. "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:6-7. Please contact John if 

you would like to add something for the weekly prayers and/or to 

receive the weekly prayers. Just send in whatever is on your heart, don't 

worry about using perfect English.  

If your prayer need is urgent, remember you can instead ask for your 

prayer to go on the Prayer Chain, which is sent to a number of faithful 
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ministers and people who will be praying within 24 hours and often 

straight away. For the prayer chain you can also contact Sybil Holbrook 

on 07428 001819 or email ask.prayerchain@gmail.com. 

 

With thanks, John 

 

2021 – A CRISP BLANK PAGE 

New Year brings a sense of fresh hope and excitement. On the 31st 

December we can pack away any disappointments from the old year and 

on the chimes of midnight the annual slate is wiped clean, it’s a new 

year, there’s a crisp white page in our fresh new diary.   

On New Year’s Eve, John and I don our wellies and cosy hats, and head 

out at 11.50pm onto the large field behind our house. There we wait 

expectantly, watching the fireworks popping above Ipswich, Kesgrave 

and Woodbridge from our position on a hill. Some pop suddenly, 

prematurely, overly excited…whilst others whizz and scream upwards, 

unable to contain themselves any longer….and then midnight! Our local 

towns release their pent up hopes and dreams in a myriad of colour as 

manmade ‘chrysanthemums’ pop, bang and blossom in the sky, tiny 

bright stars showering downwards to earth. Happy New Year!  

We kiss, blow kisses and ‘Happy New Years’ to loved ones living in all 

directions: down to Brighton, west to Essex, north to Middlesborough 

and Yorkshire, to the lights of Kesgrave, and up to heaven….trusting 

the new wind of the new year to carry our love as it sweeps onwards 

and across the world. I love turning my face to greet that new wind, 

standing in ‘a moment in time’ between the old year and the new on a 

muddy Suffolk field.     

How ready we are for 2020 to be ushered out. How sweet the wind of 

2021 will feel. How very much hope we have invested in 2021.   

2020 was one heck of a year. It’s left a deep legacy that makes it 

difficult to wipe the slate clean and start again afresh. We are still midst 

pandemic, still having to be cautious…and as the season of Christmas 
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lights, tinsel and carols passes into cold midwinter we will certainly 

have to grab hold of that new year hope and hold on tight. But hold on 

tight we must, and hold on we will, knowing that after the bleakness of 

winter comes spring. The earth will warm, blossom will bud, and leaden 

skies will melt into blue. Do you remember those beautiful deep blue 

skies of last spring? Hold that image close to your heart, those skies will 

return with the crocus, the swallows, and the bright light of spring.  

Epiphany with its emphasis on a light shining in the darkness, reminds 

us that life continues on, spring will come, that revelation and growth 

and new beginnings are on the horizon, that new roads appear up ahead, 

new roads that will take us, if we choose to let them, into new 

adventures, new challenges, new opportunities to be the people God 

wants us to be.   

At Epiphany we think of the Magi, the Wise Men or Three Kings, and 

their travelling onwards, again on new roads. They are inquisitive, 

adventurous, and obedient to their calling. They humble themselves 

before the Christ Child, bringing great gifts, and before they leave are 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod. They heed this warning from 

God and travel home to their own country by a different road, 

a new road from the one they’d been traveling on. They didn’t let 

danger stop their journey, instead they listened to God, trusted in Him, 

and continued onward with their journey of life. We too must continue 

our journey boldly into 2021, travelling with great hope, faith and trust 

this new road of 2021, with Christ.  

You may ask, “but how can we move on?” After all we may be in 

lockdown, in tier whatever, and then there’s Brexit, what will that 

bring? Isaiah 60 tells the people of Israel to “Arise, shine”. Matthew 6 

tells us “Do not worry”. Hebrews 12 tells us to “run the race we are 

given”. Let us do all of these with trust, firm in God’s promise to us.  

So rise and shine. Greet the new year with confidence. Get up and every 

day say ‘Yes’ to 2021. Do not let apathy, lack of confidence, our 

physical or mental state, timidity or fear triumph over excitement, light 

and hope. Be careful yes, be prepared to take a different road if need be, 



a new road even, but keep moving forward like the Wise Men, 

confidently into warm spring. And know that God will be before you 

showing you the way, God behind you protecting you, below you 

watching your feet, above you keeping an eye on you, and Christ will 

walk beside you, an ever steadfast friend and support.   

God has promised to be with us always – believe this promise. There 

will be challenges, we can’t escape the legacy of 2020, but we are 

moving forward. Science is moving forward. So let’s grasp the nettle, 

grasp 2021, and travel boldly the road God has set before us, thanking 

God for our blessings and sharing the light of Christ with those we meet 

on our way.  

With love to you all for a Happy New Year, 

 

Helen Wittgreffe 

Elder 
 

 

 

THE ASK JOURNAL  

I wonder if we’ll get any snow this year?  Our children were delighted 

to see a few flakes fall in early December, but alas it didn’t settle, and 

hopes of a ‘snow day’ spent hurtling down slopes on sledges with 

highly polished runners, and building snowmen in the back garden, 

were sadly dashed! 

I must admit I still get very excited when it when it snows! I am 

instantly transported back to my childhood, a time when we seemed to 

get a good amount of snow every winter. That wonderful moment when 

you wake up and instantly know that something is different - the light 

seeping in around the curtains is so much brighter than usual, and 

outdoors it seems so quiet everywhere! I am filled with awe and wonder 

at the beauty of a landscape that is covered in a blanket of snow, and it 

is particularly pleasing if we don’t have to go anywhere except outdoors 

to play, and then home again for hot chocolate by the fire! 



Recently I tried crocheting some snowflakes.  To achieve the right 

effect and end up with something that looked vaguely like the 

designer’s example, I had to follow quite a complex pattern.  After a 

few failed attempts I was finally successful and started a production line 

of little snowflakes, all looking the same!  As I kept looping the yarn 

around the hook, it struck me how amazing our creator God is, for in the 

natural world, no two snowflakes are alike.  There are some beautiful 

photographs on the internet of snowflakes magnified that quite simply 

take your breath away.  No-one but God could have created something 

as wonderful as real snowflakes with so many intricate and different 

designs!  

At Zoom Messy Church during the Autumn term our theme was 

‘Creation’, and through stories and crafts we all enjoyed learning about 

how God created the heavens and the earth, day and night, sky and seas, 

dry land, plants and trees, the sun, moon and stars, birds, creatures of 

the sea and finally animals and people! At the end of Genesis 1 in verse 

31, we read “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 

good….Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast 

array.” (Genesis 2:1) 

We are truly blessed to live in such a beautiful world, so carefully and 

intricately created by God.  There are so many amazing sights to behold 

and so much to be thankful for.  Towards the end of Messy Church 

sessions, we always blow bubbles to send our prayers up to God. This 

Winter, if we get some snow, I think there will be quite a lot of our little 

people (and not so little people!) sending bubble prayers of thanks to 

God, for the beauty and wonder of snow! 

 

Jennie Fidler, Children & Family Worker 

   

 

 

                                                           



 



JANUARY GIVING 2021 

A New Year dawns! 

Once again, thank you for every gift given or pledged: we may not have 

gold, incense or myrrh but so many of you have drawn near to 

Bethlehem with generous hearts.  

The word "generous" has a whole variety of meanings but it includes 

depth and richness of colour,  such as the colour purple we had for the 

season of Advent. 

All methods of Giving remain available but the Parish Giving 

Scheme  (Direct Debit) will soon be making it possible for people to 

sign up directly online; more details to follow in the February 2021 

Newsletter.     

Please see website link for all giving: 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm  

Also, most importantly, if you are experiencing financial hardship or 

mounting debts please seek help through organisations like 

Stepchange  https://www.stepchange.org/ 

or Christians Against Poverty  https://capuk.org/ 

 

• Occasional Giving     

If you would like to support our Church financially a simple BACS 

payment can be made to: 

Co-op Bank       Sort Code:               08-92-99   

                            Account Number:  65453375 

If you can also Gift Aid your donation, please print off a Gift Aid form 

from the All Saints Kesgrave website (see Support Us) and give me a 

ring on 07807 984589 

• Regular Giving (Direct Debit) 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm
https://www.stepchange.org/
https://capuk.org/


          For regular giving please contact the Parish Giving Scheme 

(PGS) :  this is a direct debit scheme with built-in options for Gift Aid 

and inflation proofed giving            

          The phone number is 0333 002 1271 and you will need this 

information to hand:  

              a) personal bank account details and  

              b) the special ID for our church which is Kesgrave All 

Saints    330633093 

          If you would prefer a PGS pack please contact me and I will send 

you one 

• Cheques      Please make cheques payable to Kesgrave PCC  and 

send to me 

• Envelope Giving:  if you have Weekly Envelopes that need 

collecting please phone me or place in the collection plate at any of 

the services. 

We now have a “Donate” button on the website: see the Home page on 

our website or https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm 

We also have a QR code on our Newsletter to make the most of 

advances in Giving technology. 

                            To donate online, scan the QR code 

with your phone below: 

 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm


Or go to askesgrave.org/supportus 

for more ways to give. 

 

For all queries please phone me on 07807 984589 

Thank you for supporting the work of All Saints Kesgrave 

 

Sally Wainman    (Local Giving Advisor) 

 

 

SUPPORTING THE FIND FOODBANK 

Food donations for FIND can be made at participating East of England 

Co-ops, the large Waitrose branch at Futura Park, Crane Boulevard and 

at Sainsbury's Warren Heath. 

Financial donations can be made via cheque or by emailing for their 

bank account/gift aid details or online. 

Please see their Support Us page for full 

details  https://www.findipswich.org.uk/support-us 

Financial support is particularly helpful during the Festive season as it 

enables FIND to buy fresh produce for Christmas deliveries! 

If you have any questions please log onto the FIND website or contact 

me.  

Sally Wainman      07807 984589 

 

 

ASK WEBSITE 

Our new church website www.askesgrave.org has been up and running 

for a few months now, but remains an ongoing project, particularly 

during the coming days and weeks in light of COVID-19 developments.  

We are trying to regularly update notices and information as they 

https://www.findipswich.org.uk/support-us
http://www.askesgrave.org/


become available, as well as adding items onto our pages on The 

Church of England’s ‘A Church Near You’ site –  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Available on both websites are the Rev Robin Spittle’s ‘Thought for the 

Times’ videos, which can be accessed easily from the home pages. If 

you are on Facebook, please like and follow us on our page – All Saints 

Church Kesgrave 

https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave/ 

 – where we will also upload important developments and information, 

videos and ideas for prayer and worship.   

 

ALL SAINTS CONTACT DETAILS 

Vicar    Rev Robin Spittle  01473 623388 

     robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Assistant Priest   Rev Chris Nunn        01473 622363 

     revchrisnunn@gmail.com  

Assistant Curate  Rev Gary Jones    01473 412329 

     gary.jones590@ntlworld.com 

Parish Administrator  Natalie Lawrence 07737821034 

     allsaints.parish@outlook.com 

Lay Readers    Martyn Shakespeare 01473 610367 

     Sally Wainman    07807 984589  

     mail@sallywainman.plus.com 

     Mike Bryer               01473 611143 

     bryermike@gmail.com   

Youth Worker   Ollie Scase  07484 254534 

     askyouthwork@gmail.com 

Children’s Worker  Jennie Fidler  07584420729 

     jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Church Wardens  Karen Pringle  01473 611472 

     karenpringle2303@gmail.com 

     Bob Bullamore    01473 729586 

     Bob.bullamore@gmail.com 

Deputy Church Warden Helen Wittgreffe       07825 004585 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/
https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave/
mailto:robinspittle@btinternet.com
mailto:revchrisnunn@gmail.com
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mailto:askyouthwork@gmail.com
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     helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

Hall Bookings   Bob Theobald  01473 620709 

     rwtheobald@btinternet.com  

Prayer Chain   Sybil Holbrook    07428 001819 

     ask.prayerchain@gmail.com 

     John Wittgreffe  07857 838678 

     john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

Safeguarding Officer  John Wittgreffe  07857 838678 

     john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

 

 

FINAL WORD 

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition, please don’t forget to provide 

us with feedback. 

 

Due to the legislation on May 25th 2018 we can only continue to send you 

information by email if you have granted permission. If you would like to 

receive this Newsletter electronically please email 

allsaints.parish@outlook.com  to be added to the distribution list. You will 

be welcome to unsubscribe at any time. Your e-mail address will not be 

passed on to third parties. 

Alternatively, it is available on our website (see below). 

 

For a further explanation of any of our activities please contact Rev Robin 

Spittle (623388) or robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Our Website- 

https://www.askesgrave.org 

You can also like us on Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave 

Or keep up to date with news and services on our A Church Near You Page 

– 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Issue 77 available from 31st January 2021- FEBRUARY 2021, please note 

should you wish to have something included in this issue the deadline is 26th 

January 2021. 
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