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CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 

First Holy Communion of 

Christmas 
 

Welcome to our first Holy Communion of 

Christmas this evening at St Richard’s 

We hope you will find this service sheet 

useful for prayer, meditating on the 

scriptures and as an information service. 

 

As a church family we need to work 

together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. This is crucial as 

we return to church  

It remains important for us, as a 

Christian family, to remember to pray 

for one another and let us gain 

strength from that knowledge 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

THOSE WORSHIPPING IN  

CHURCH BUILDING: 

 Please wash your hands before entering 

the church. (Anyone who has not will 

not be able to receive communion) 

 Please ensure you wear a face mask 

 Please use the hand sanitiser that’s 

been made available before you pick up 

a service sheet and move to a seat. 

 Please remain seated in your place 

throughout the service except for the 

Gospel and when invited to take 

Communion. 

 There is no toilet available in the 

church. The parish room toilet is 

available for use. 

 There must be no singing, shouting or 

raising of voices. Spoken responses 

during the worship should be in a quiet 

voice. You should be able to hear the 

person next to you making responses 
whilst you are speaking. 

These instructions reflect Church of England 

and Diocesan guidelines and result from a 

careful and prayerful reflection on how we 

can safely and best continue to meet together 
in person as we worship. 

Please keep a time of silence before the 

service begins, to allow everyone to 

prepare quietly for the worship, which is 

to follow. 

 

Opening hymn:  

Once in royal David's city  

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby  

in a manger for his bed:  

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

He came down to earth from 

heaven  

who is God and Lord of all,  

and his shelter was a stable,  

and his cradle was a stall;  

with the poor and mean and 

lowly, lived on earth our Saviour 

holy. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

through his own redeeming love, 

for that Child so dear and gentle, 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on  
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to the place where he has gone.    

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him: but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high, 

Where like stars his children 

crowned, 

All in white shall wait around. 
Mrs CF Alexander (1818-95) 

  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

Tonight we celebrate the birth of Jesus, who 

came into our world in the silence and the 

darkness of night.   

 

Tonight we begin the celebration of Christmas as 

we worship our God who came among us. 

 

Tonight we look to the hope of all the world – 

The Word who became flesh, and made his 

dwelling among us - and as we worship we join 

with the choirs of angels to proclaim: “Glory to 

God in the Highest Heaven, and on earth peace 
among those who he favours.” 

 

THE LIGHTING  

OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

The last candle is lit 
 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born and 

those who live in darkness are seeing a great 

light.  Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with 

joy, to live in the light of your Son, and to share 

the good news of your love.  We ask this through 

Jesus Christ, the Light who has come into the 

world.  Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus, Light of Light, you 

have come among us.  Help us 

who live by your light, to shine as 

lights in your world.  Glory to God 

in the highest! 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong things we have 

done and ask God to forgive us 
 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: ‘You shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.’ Therefore let us seek the 

forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of 

the world.  

 

Let us confess our failings in love towards God, 

our neighbours and ourselves, praying grace for 

repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life.  

 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   
 

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace 
and truth: forgive our failure to receive him.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and 

laid in a manger: forgive our greed and rejection 

of your ways.  

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded 
joyfully to your call: forgive the hardness of our 

hearts.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver  

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA  (our glory to God) 

Glory to God in the highest, and 

peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you 
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thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas 

celebration that our joy in the birth of Christ will 
last for ever. 

 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true 

light: bring us, who have known the revelation of 

that light on earth, to see the radiance of your 

heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 

 
Please sit for the  

LITURGY OF THE WORD   

 

The Bible readings for today: 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9.2-7 

The people walking in darkness have 

seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death a 

light has dawned.  

You have enlarged the nation and 

increased their joy; they rejoice 

before you as people rejoice at the 

harvest, as men rejoice when dividing 

the plunder.  

For as in the day of Midian's defeat, 

you have shattered the yoke that 

burdens them, the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor. Every warrior's boot used 

in battle and every garment rolled in 

blood will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son 

is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  

Of the increase of his government  

and peace there will be no end.  

He will reign on David's throne  

and over his kingdom, establishing  

and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on  

and for ever.  

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will 

accomplish this.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96  

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

*sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his 

name; *tell out his salvation from 

day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the 

nations *and his wonders among 

all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly 

to be praised; *he is more to be 

feared than all gods. 
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5 For all the gods of the nations 

are but idols; *it is the Lord who 

made the heavens. 

6 Honour and majesty are before 

him; *power and splendour are in 

his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families 

of the peoples; * ascribe to the 

Lord honour and strength. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour 

due to his name; *bring offerings 

and come into his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the 

beauty of holiness; *let the whole 

earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations 

that the Lord is king. *He has 

made the world so firm that it 

cannot be moved; he will judge 

the peoples with equity. 

11 Le the heavens rejoice and let 

the earth be glad; *let the sea 

thunder and all that is in it; 

12 Let the fields be joyful and all 

that is in them; *let all the trees of 

the wood shout for joy before the 

Lord. 

13 For he comes, he comes to 

judge the earth; *with 

righteousness he will judge the 

world and the peoples with his 

truth. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING:  

Titus 2.11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared 

that offers salvation to all people. 
12 It teaches us to say ‘No’ to 

ungodliness and worldly passions,  

and to live self-controlled, upright  

and godly lives in this present age,  
13 while we wait for the blessed 

hope – the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all wickedness and  

to purify for himself a people that  

are his very own, eager to do what  

is good. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: 

Hark! the herald-angels sing  

glory to the new-born King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful, all ye nations rise,  

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim,  

Christ is born in Bethlehem: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

glory to the new-born King. 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come 

offspring of a virgin's womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

glory to the new-born King. 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of 

peace!  
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Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings,  

risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild, he lays his glory by,  

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth,  

born to give them second birth. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

glory to the new-born King. 
              Charles Wesley (1707-88) & others 

 
Please stand for THE GOSPEL 

 

Today Christ is born: Alleluia! 
 

Today the Saviour has come: Alleluia! 
 

Today the angels sing on earth: Alleluia! 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John  

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

John 1.1-14 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.  
2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into 

being 4 in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people.  
5 The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John.  

7 He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe 

through him.  
8 He himself was not the light,  

but he came to testify to the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the 

world. 
10 He was in the world, and the 

world came into being through him;  

yet the world did not know him.  
11 He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept 

him. 12 But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Please sit for  

THE SERMON from Rev’d Canon Doris 

 

Please stand for  

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in one God, the 

Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from 

heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 
   

Please sit for OUR PRAYERS OF 

INTERCESSION 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who 

are homeless:  

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.  

Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of 

the kingdom to all who weep: 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed: 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.  

 
Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 

give humility and wisdom to all who govern: 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 

give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest 

in you:  

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, child of Mary 

you know us and love us, you 

share our lives and hear our 

prayer. Glory to you for ever. 

Amen.  
 

THE PEACE  
 

This holy night the angels sang, ‘Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to all in 

whom he delights.’                     Luke 2.14 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Here we would normally gather the gifts of 

the church. Please continue to use this as an 

opportunity to give to the work of the church.  
 

O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep  

At this time there should be no 

sharing of peace through physical 

contact - nods, waves, and eye 

contact are still possible though! 
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the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  

the everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the 

years are met in thee tonight. 

 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all on earth; 

For Christ is born of Mary;  

and, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels 

keep  

their watch of wondering love. 

 

How silently, how silently,  

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive 

him, still  

the dear Christ enters in.    

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels  

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel.                                   
Phillips Brooks (1835-93) 

 
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the 

grapes once dispersed on the hillside are now 

reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, 

may your whole Church soon be gathered 

together from the corners of the earth into your 

kingdom. Amen 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

The Lord is here.   

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and 

everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God.  

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen 

race humbled himself, was born of the Virgin 

Mary by the power of your Spirit, and lived as 

one of us.  

 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

caused his light to shine in our hearts, to give 

knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus 

Christ. In him we see our God made visible and 

so are caught up in the love of the God we 

cannot see.  

 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift 

our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and say our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same 

night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave 



8 
 

you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the truths of our faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 

cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 

of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption.   

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 
this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 

bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 

almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Rejoicing in the presence of God hear 

among us let us pray with confidence as 

our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 
The President breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of 

Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 

bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 
 

As the celebrant receives 

Communion the words of 

distribution are spoken to the 

congregation, and all who intend to 

receive say, ‘Amen’. 

 

Communion will be administered in 

one kind only. 

 

Please remain seated until directed 

by a steward, starting from the rear 

pews, to come forward continuing to 

ensure 2m social distancing. 
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On coming to the front, please stand 

in front of the celebrant and extend 

your hands to receive the bread, 

which will be dropped into your hand 

without further words of distribution 

being said and without physical 

contact being made. 

 

After receiving communion, 

communicants should use hand 

sanitiser and return to their seat via 

the one-way system as directed. 

 

Communion hymn: 

See amid the winter’s snow, 

Born for us on earth below, 

See, the Lamb of God appears, 

Promised from eternal years. 

 

Hail, thou ever-blessèd morn: 

Hail redemption’s happy dawn; 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 

Lo, with a manger lies 

He who built the starry skies; 

He who, throned in height 

sublime, 

Sits amid the cherubim. 

 

Sacred infant, all divine, 

What a tender love was thine, 

Thus to come from highest bliss, 

own to such a world as this! 

 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 

By thy face so meek and mild, 

Teach us to resemble Thee, 

In thy sweet humility. 
            Edward Caswall (1814-78) 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

God our Father, in this night you have made 

known to us again the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 

until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star 

rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and 

for ever.  Amen 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks 

and praise, that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son 

and brought us home. Dying and 

living, he declared your love, gave 

us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory. May we who share Christ's 

body live his risen life; we who 

drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give 

light to the world. Keep us firm in 

the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall 

be free, and the whole earth live 

to praise your name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Please stand for  

THE BLESSING and DISMISSAL 
May the birth of the infant King bring us peace 

and joy. May the Good News of salvation keep us 

in hope. May the Christmas story inspire us with 

God’s love.  And may Almighty God bless us, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Hymn: 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

Come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the King of angels; 
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O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 

 

God of God,  

Light of Light, 

lo! he abhors not the virgin's 

womb; 

very God,  

begotten, not created: 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven 

above: 

Glory to God in the highest: 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given: 

word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 
Latin 18th C Tr Frederick Oakeley (1802-80) & others 

 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 
 

Please take this service sheet away 

with you, and make sure you remove 

anything else you may have brought 

with you into the building. 

 

Please refrain from congregating in 

the church grounds after the service 

concludes. 

 

Thank you 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
 

 

Follow us on social media:  

strichardscrawley.co.uk    

Facebook: strichardsthreebridges 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  
at ST RICHARD’S 

 
Even though Christmas might look 

different this year, we continue to believe 
there is hope in Jesus.  

These are the services we plan to hold … 
  
       

 Christmas Day 
9.30am: Service with Communion 

 
Sunday 27th December 

There will not be a service this 
Sunday 

 
Sunday 3rd January Epiphany 

 9.30am Holy Communion service 
 

Spaces will be limited.  
Social distancing applies, and please 

wear a face covering 
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