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NEWSLETTER 
Double Edition for Christmas Week 

20th December - Advent 4 & 27th December Christmas 1 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Coronavirus Pandemic following Government & CofE guidance 

WE ARE NOW OPEN 
FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH & SAINT ANN’S  

TIMES FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP + Further details inside 
 CHRIST CHURCH SAINT ANN’S 
 Sundays at 9.30 a.m. Sundays at 11.00 a.m. 
 Said Mass with Sermonette Said Eucharist with Sermonette 

 Thursdays at 12.30 p.m. Tuesdays at 10.00 a.m. 
 Said Mass Said Eucharist 

It is now Mandatory for everyone to wear face coverings in church 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US IN WORSHIP 

AS YOU ENTER CHURCH YOU WILL BE ASKED TO MAKE USE OF HAND GEL PROVIDED  
AND SIT IN A PEW AS DIRECTED, AT ALL TIMES KEEPING 2 METRES SOCIAL DISTANCE  

WE WILL ALSO BE CONTINUING TO PRAY AT HOME FOR OUR PARISH & COMMUNITY, NATION &  WORLD 
IF YOU WISH TO MAKE DONATIONS TO SUPPORT PEOPLE’S KITCHEN WE WILL DELIVER TO THEIR STORE  



Readings for this Sunday - 20th December 

Samuel 7.1-11,16      -      Magnificat      -      Romans 16.25-27      -      Luke 1.26-38 

Collect 
God our redeemer, 

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 

so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Heavenly Father, 

who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 

fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy will 

and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Readings for next Sunday - 27th December 

Isaiah 61.10 - 62.3      -      Psalm 148*        -       Galatians 4.4-7      -      Luke 2.15-21 

Collect 
Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 
and yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Heavenly Father, 

whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 

united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 



 

A message from Fr. Chris 
‘And now for something to cheer you up’……… it’s a phrase we sometimes hear at 
the tail-end of a news broadcast where, after the gloomy headline news of the world 
around us, the broadcasters want to leave us with something we can hold on to and 
feel uplifted rather than downcast. 

Much of the news of 2020 has been distinctly gloomy – Covid19, the uncertainties of 
Brexit, the plight of many businesses, people losing their jobs - the list goes on. 

Perhaps as we look forward to Christmas we remember today that through Mary 
saying YES, then God said YES to us in the child Jesus, so now we can say YES to 
those who have need of good news rather than bad. We, and many others, need some 
light. So - light a candle in your window; be a candle of good news in your 
neighbourhood. Good news is not just the tail-end of our life experience. We are to 
be the bringers of good news for every day of the year. 

This is what God is asking of us and just like Mary hopefully we will say YES as she 
did.   Happy Christmas                                                    Fr. Christopher 
 

COME AND WORSHIP THIS CHRISTMAS-TIDE 
HERE AT CHRIST CHURCH WITH SAINT ANN 

Thursday 24th - CHRISTMAS EVE 
6.00 p.m.  CRIB SERVICE AT CHRIST CHURCH 

11.30 p.m.  SAID MIDNIGHT MASS AT SAINT ANN’S 

Friday 25th - CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.00 a.m.  SAID MASS AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Saturday 26th - Feast of Saint Stephen, first martyr - Boxing Day 
10.00 a.m.  Said Eucharist at Saint Ann’s 

Sunday 27th - First Sunday of Christmas 
9.30 a.m.  Said Mass at Christ Church 

11.00 a.m.  Said Eucharist at Saint Ann’s 

Monday 28th - Feast of the Holy Innocents 
10.00 a.m.  Said Mass at Christ Church 

Tuesday 29th - Thomas Becket, archbishop of Canterbury, martyr 
10.00 a.m.  Said Eucharist at Saint Ann’s 

Wednesday 30th - Josephine Butler, social reformer, 1906 
10.00 a.m. Said Mass at Christ Church 

Thursday 31st - John Wyclif, reformer, 1384 
10.00 a.m.  Said Eucharist at Saint Ann’s 

Friday 1st - Circumcision of Our Lord/Naming of Jesus 
10.00 a.m. Said Mass at Christ Church 

 



Just a few pointers to prepare you for worship in church. 
1. On entering church everyone should sanitise their hands 
2. Everyone will be allocated a pew where they should remain throughout 
worship, apart from moving to receive Holy Communion. 
3. Laminated worship card must be left in place and will be sanitised later. 
4. There will be no singing of hymns or settings of the liturgy. 
5. There will be no physical sharing of the Peace. 
6. There will be no offertory procession of elements or collection received. 
7. Prior to receiving Holy Communion (bread only), priest & communicants 
should sanitise their hands again. (remove your face covering beforehand). 
8. Following our worship after the Blessing and Dismissal the congregation 
should continue to keep social distance of 2 metres. 
9. No Refreshments will be served. 
10. Everyone should sanitise their hands again before leaving church. 

Not everyone should feel they must come to church, or if you do attend, there is no 
requirement for you to receive communion, feel free to remain seated and pray. 

Members of our worshipping community who feel they are amongst the most 
vulnerable, or those who are Shielding, should think very carefully before 
deciding to join us in church for public worship.  
Please continue to Join us in prayer: 
Please use the Daily Prayer Leaflet as a guide for worship each day, and the leaflet with 
a selection of prayers to help us to pray for all affected by the virus. 
Even though some of us will be worshipping in church once again, it is so very 
important that we continue to offer our prayers together at home.  

Give if you can? 
If you want to continue to give regularly to support the ongoing costs of our 
churches, and are able to do so, monthly offerings can be made by Standing 
Order.  If you would like bank details for Christ Church or Saint Ann’s, please 
email or phone Fr. Allan, or contact Ada Kennedy for CC, or Norma Banks for SA. 

Caring Hands - Support for the Vulnerable and for Volunteering: 
If you know anyone who might need help or support from Caring Hands here in 
Shieldfield and Battlefield, or would like to volunteer, please contact Dawn 
Henderson at Caring Hands using the details below. 
Email: contact@caringhandscharity.org.uk   Leave a message on: 0191 261523 
 

PRAY - Above all else, be constant in your Prayers 
During this season of Advent, as we light the candles on our wreath in church each 
week, why not light a candle each Sunday evening as part of your preparation too? 

Love and Prayers from Yours in Christ,  Fr. Chris & Fr. Allan. X 



Prayers of Intercession for these Christmas weeks: 
The needs of world: 
For goodwill to all people everywhere, and for a peaceful New Year for all. 
For those who are homeless this Christmas and for those who have no safe place. 
The Church: 
For All churches in our nation, that people may come and worship with joy, 
and adore Him who is Christ the New Born King. 
Bishop Christine, Geoff our Dean, Archdeacons Mark & Catherine, & our Area Dean Jane. 
The Community: 
For a Happy Christmas for our teachers, staff and children at Christ Church School. 
For Caring Hands, the Forum Cafe & all who work so hard for our local communities. 
For Narcotics Anonymous, Circus Central, Bangshees, Gamers, Lunch Club & Yoga Group. 
We Pray for those amongst the sick: 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
Joyce Shephard Sheila Wrigley Edie Wardle 
Anthony Paterson Frazer Archie Banister Chris Tueart 
Minnie Hodgetts Janice Tom 
Hannah David Scott Claire Docherty 
Tina Holloway Oliver Liddle Sharon Leahy 
Thursday Friday Saturday 
Ann Ashman Lewis Susan O’Neil 
Kerry Llewellyn Margaret Neil Sandra Kerr 
Pat Buttery Joyce Burke Lesley Towers 
Annie Alexander Matty Baldra Sheila Meldrum 
Muriel Barker Joe Henderson Geoffrey Charles 
Pat Connolly Louisa 
We pray for those who have recently died: 
For Bob Nicholson 
For all those who have recently died, especially due to the Coronavirus 
We remember in their Year’s Mind: 
Christ Church 
Alfred Thompson Thomas Caverhill Arthur Cooper 
Isabella Gray Robert Oliver Herbert Purvis 
Bill Martin Robert Rutherford Elizabeth Skee 
George Edward Humble Kinghorn Henry Gilroy Jessie Rutherford 
Nellie Pill John Mackenzie William Carr 
Annie Scorfield Alice Gilroy Charles Harrison 
Margaret Jobling Margaret Gibson Hilda Reeves 
Grace Scorfield Barbara Heron 
Saint Ann 
Andrew Ross Jane Padden Betty Patrick 
Ronnie Carr Sarah Jones Malcolm Sellers 
Hannah King Edward Bradford Prudence Bradford 
Elizabeth Cuthbertson Burnett Alice Wallace Thomas Page 
Thomas Dixon Stafford Catherine Jobson Martha Hall 
Nicholas John Montgomery Betty Ridley Lily Birkett 
Thomas Shephard James Thompson Teresa Harvey 
Ellen Hunter Berkley George Dawson 



 

Christmas Story Quiz . . . How much do you Really know? 
1 Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem? 

2 True or False: Mary & Joseph went to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus because they were following a star. 

3 What form of transportation did Mary and Joseph use to get to Bethlehem? 

4 Which Old Testament prophet had the most to say about the birth of Christ? 

5 In the accounts announcing the birth of Christ (Matt. 1 & Luke 1 & 2) how many times did an angel or angels appear? 

6 Who told Joseph the baby’s name was to be Jesus? 

7 Can you list 5 names of Jesus found in the Bible? Some on my list are from Old Testament prophecies. 

8 What are the meanings of the names Jesus and Emmanuel? 

9 The shepherds and the wise men went to see Jesus. Which group followed a star and which group went to find 

the baby because an angel told them where to look? 

10 What did the angels sing to the shepherds? 

11 When the shepherds went looking for Jesus, what was the sign they were to look for? 

12 How many wise men or kings or magi came to see Jesus? 

13 Matthew 2:8 says Herod asked the wise men to inform him where the baby Jesus was. Why does this verse say he wanted to know? 

14 How old was Jesus when the wise men found him? 

15 What are the three gifts which are mentioned being given by the wise men? 

16 Which emperor ordered all the young children be killed? 

17 What animals does the Bible say were present at the birth of Jesus? 

18 What was the name of the innkeeper who would not allow the pregnant Mary to lodge in his inn? 

19 What is the name of the priest who was told he would not die until he saw the Saviour? 

20 Two of the four Gospels do not mention the birth of Christ. Which two?   

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/the-birth-of-jesus-christ-bible-story-summary-2/
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/where-is-the-best-place-to-start-reading-the-bible-for-a-new-christian/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John is sometimes called “the 
beloved disciple” or “John the 
Evangelist." He was the only one of 
Jesus’ apostles who did not leave him 
during his crucifixion and death. In 
the gospel Jesus even asks John to 
take care of Mary, the Blessed 
Mother, after his death. 
John’s brother was also an apostle, St. 
James. Both were called by Jesus early 
in his public ministry, and like their 
father, Zebedee, they were fishermen. 
John witnessed many of Jesus’ 
miracles. He may have been the 
youngest of the apostles. 
We know that after Jesus’ ascension, 
John traveled to Asia Minor, telling 
people about Jesus and founding 
many new churches. Along with 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, John is 

one of the four Gospel writers. He 
also wrote three epistles and is 
believed to have written the Book of 
Revelation. When you see St. John 
portrayed in art, you will often see an 
eagle in the artwork. 
A story about John claims that an 
emperor who persecuted Christians 
ordered him to be thrown into a pot 
of boiling oil, but the apostle was left 
unharmed and without even a mark 
on his skin when he was pulled out 
of the pot. The emperor then 
banished him to an island, where he 
lived to a very old age and died 
around the year 100.  

Collect 
Merciful Lord, 

cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: 
that, being enlightened by the teaching of 
your blessèd apostle and evangelist Saint John, 
we may so walk in the light of your truth 

that we may at last attain 
to the light of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ  
your incarnate Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Following in the footsteps of the Saints . . . 
SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 



 

Sermonette from Fr. Allan 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Not long to go now! . . . But for what? 
For sure, it’s not long to go before Christmas, 
and even though it will be very different this 
year, whatever guidelines we are asked to 
follow, hopefully it will be a safe and happy 
occasion for one and all. 
After all, it’s not long to go now, we hope, 
before the vaccinations will be rolled out across 
the whole of our nation. Already some have 
received theirs here in the North East. 
Not long to go now, before the end of this year, when the reality of Brexit will 
dawn on our European friends and neighbours, and on us here in the United 
Kingdom. 
Something to look forward to, cautiously in some cases, gladly for others, 
though for some of us with a sense of uncertainty and even fear too. 
And that’s perhaps because these few words ’Not long to go now’ speaks to us 
of something we can’t yet grasp or even predict for certain, because its about 
the future, that which is still to happen. 
Some of the future, like Christmas each year, we kind of know what to expect, 
except of course for this year! Other bits of what is to come we have 
absolutely no idea how things are going to work out, but we always hope it 
will be for the best? 
The one thing for certain about the future is, that one day it will become the 
present, and that for us as Christians, especially as we draw near to Christmas 
is something which gives us hope, and a real expectation that the best is yet to 
come. 
So perhaps as Jesus often reminds us, we should not worry too much about 
what the future will look like, but we should focus our thoughts, our energy, 
our life, and our love on today, the present, in the reality of the now we are 
living and alive in. 
It’s not long to go now! . . . So lets live for the present, because that is the Real 
Meaning of Christmas after all, when Jesus becomes present with us! What 
better future could we hope for than God with Us! 

Fr. Allan. 


