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Sunday 15
th
 November 

The Second Sunday before Advent 

 
Worship this Sunday 

 
Services in Church are currently back on hold due to the new lockdown rules 

 
Letter from Rev Siân 

 
Believe it or not next Tuesday 17th November will be the first anniversary of when I started 
as your Rector. Well you probably don’t need me to say “What a Year!” but I will anyway 
“What a year!” certainly NOT what I was expecting last November. The first year in a new 
post is normally spent getting to know people, getting to know where everything is and 
getting to know what usually happens so that by the first anniversary you at least have a 
really good flavour of what the Benefice is like.  
 
For me a year on I have still not celebrated a “normal” Easter, Pentecost, Harvest or any 
other special time in the Church calendar. I haven’t had the opportunity to attend the fetes, 
festivals or fayres. My relationships with the schools which was going very well in the first 
few months ground to a halt in early March and is unlikely to restart this academic year 
although I hope something may have eased by July in that respect. And well I could go on 
but I am guessing you get the picture.  
 
My more formal introduction to this Benefice and also this Diocese came to a shuddering 
halt in March leaving me with only two genuinely “normal” months in a whole year (the 
crazy period up to Christmas certainly wasn’t normal). But while I can’t celebrate the end of 
a first normal year there are definitely things to celebrate albeit very far from what I 
expected and not the usual things that we would take much notice of in the course of more 
normal times. So here is my list of things to celebrate: 
 
We were able to celebrate some weddings this year even amongst the ever-changing rules, 
one organised exceptionally quickly to get in ahead of the first lockdown (earning me a 



starring role on Anglia news!!), one rearranged twice and then finally held with 30 guests, 
and then one just a couple of weeks later which had to adapt to only 15 guests.  
 
The way everyone quickly got into gear to ensure that the twice weekly mailings and 
services were shared by as many people as we could reach. 
 
That we were among the first Churches in the country to open our doors to private prayer 
again in June and the first in this area and among the first in the country to hold worship 
again on July 5th. 
 
That despite all the problems and uncertainties each of our 7 Churches held a 
Remembrance Service outside and socially distanced on Sunday. 
 
And that every one of our 7 Churches is open for at least sometime each week for private 
prayer, 5 of them every day. 
 
The credit for this is down to the dedication of our fine Churchwardens, lay leaders, ministry 
team and willing volunteers who have ensured that services have happened, people have 
been kept in contact and the ever-changing, often confusing and contradictory rules 
followed.  It makes me feel very blessed and proud to be a part of this Benefice and God 
willing, vaccines and government restrictions permitting I very much hope that this time next 
year I can finally say that I have at last lived through a “normal” year in the Poppyland 
Benefice even if it has taken two years to do so! 
 
God Bless you all,  
 
Siân  

 
 
 

Prayer Chain and Pastoral Support 
 

Confidential requests for prayer can be sent to Rev Siân either email  
sjmr216@btinternet.com or ring 01263 833790 (please leave a message) and I am happy 

to receive calls or emails about any pastoral matters 
 
 

For General enquiries or for Liz: Poppyland.rector@gmail.com  
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