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St Thomas Newsletter – November 2020 
 

Message from Janet 
November in the church begins with a time for 
remembering and then moves on to looking ahead 
to the kingdom of God which is always just around 
the corner. 
 
We have the double feasts of All Saints (on the 1st 
November) and All Souls (on the 2nd) during which 
we remember those who are an inspiration to us 
and those we have loved and lost. Back in June I 
was hoping to hold a service at All Souls to 
commemorate all those whose funerals were 
affected by Covid restrictions but, since we are 
restricted still, I have decided to save that for a 
more appropriate time.  We can still remember 
though. All Saints Day falls on a Sunday this year so 
we can celebrate those heroes of the church 
(known or unknown) who set an example of faith, 
hope and love. I invite you, in the privacy of your 
homes, to set aside a few moments on Monday 
2nd to remember those whom you have lost and 
especially those who have died in the past year. 
Perhaps light a candle, say a few prayers, sing a 
favourite hymn – whatever works for you but, 
please, make sure you remember happy times and 
good things. 
 
The 8th of November is Remembrance Sunday and 
a very odd one it is likely to be. The civic acts of 
remembrance have been cancelled and people are 
encouraged to observe the 2 minutes silence on 
their doorsteps or indoors rather than in groups at 
the cenotaph OR if you are able, we will be holding 
a Eucharistic service starting 10.45am to include 
the 11am observance and prayers for the fallen. 
There will also be a service at 9am at St James. 
 
The 15th and 23rd of November mark a change in 
direction as we turn from looking back and fix our 
eyes on the kingdom to come. This makes sense 
when you think about it because those who have 
died have gone before us but we will meet again 
when the kingdom comes in all its fullness. This 
looking ahead prepares us for the beginning of the 
new church year which this year falls on the 30th 
November, Advent Sunday. 

 
 
In amongst the looking back and the looking ahead 
though, it’s a good idea to remember that we live 
in ‘the now’. Though it’s easy, especially in times 
like these, to find peace by remembering or 
looking forward, try not to lose your present by 
living too much in the past or too much in the 
future. 
 
I hope to see you during November but, more 
importantly, I hope you stay safe and well. 
 
God bless 
Janet   
 

Pastoral Care 
If you would like to hear from or see Janet, please 
do contact her: 
Tel:  01706 594284 
Email:  hildaofwhitby67@gmail.com  

 

Sunday School Update 
Sunday school is not able to restart yet, however 
activity packs have been prepared for children 
who want to attend the service. 
 
These can be completed in your family pew and 
handed back after the service. 
 
Packs will be sanitized and replenished with other 
activities ready for the following week. 
 
Throughout October we are focusing the activities 
in the pack on harvest and aim to display these on 
the Sunday school notice board.  In November and 
December, it will be Christmas activities. 
 
At the present time we cannot say when Sunday 
school will resume and run in the way it was pre-
covid, however we will keep you updated. 
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 St Thomas on Facebook 
If you are not able to worship with us in person, 
please join us on Facebook @stthomasnewhey for 
recorded services every Sunday morning from 
10am and watch Janet’s recorded reflections 
every Wednesday and Thursday morning 
(available between 9–11am, except during periods 
of annual leave). 
 

Service Timings  
Thursday 10.00am  Holy Communion 
Sunday  11.00am  Holy Communion 
 
*except 8 November when the Sunday service 
will start at 10.45am – service will start promptly 
so we can observe the 11am silence  
 
Covid-19 precautions: 
Please make sure you have a face covering (unless 
you are exempt) and observe government  
guidelines on social distancing. 
 
Do not attend if you are self-isolating, feel unwell 
or have any of the recognised symptoms of Covid-
19. 
 
Track & Trace: registration is required on the 
service sign in sheet, however you can also scan 
our NHS QR code on arrival using the NHS COVID-
19 app.  
 
Download the NHS COVID-19 APP 
 

  
 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) 
The APCM took place as planned following the 
service on Sunday 18th October.   
 
Members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
were elected and reports from the various church 
officers and groups were received and accepted.  
 
Three members of PCC / Deanery Synod have 
stood down this year.  We thank each one, Frank 
Jackson, Linda Burrows and Laura Smith for the 

time and efforts they have given to St Thomas over 
their years of service. 
   
We now have the following vacancies: 
 
PCC member: please speak to Janet or a member 
of PCC (Tom Parsons, Judith Jones, Pam Gardiner, 
Sally Whone, Christine Hambler or Gillian Taylor 
for further information on what being on the PCC 
means. 
 
During the APCM a motion was proposed and 
passed to restrict PCC service to a maximum 
period of 3 years* with minimum of 12 months out 
of the roll before becoming eligible for re- 
election.  This changed was made to encourage 
more people to come forward into the pool of 
willing representatives and to change the 
perception of PCC being seen a role for life!  
 
Having a larger pool of resources and restricting 
term of service will allow us to have a more 
dynamic and ever-changing management team! 
So please come forward and join us. 
 
* in exceptional circumstances if there are no applications and 
where a member wishes to continue, PCC may agree to extend the 
period of service. 

 
Deanery Synod Representative: 
We are looking for two representatives for 
Deanery Synod.  This group meets quarterly in 
parishes around the Rochdale Deanery. Guest 
speakers present and best practice is shared to see 
how we can improve our Service to God and our 
communities.  Deanery Synod reps serve for 3-
year terms and automatically have a seat on the 
PCC. 
 
Churchwarden: My period as Churchwarden will 
come to an end in January 2021 (normally May 
2020).  At the APCM no new applications had been 
received.  Therefore, from February 2021 we will 
have no Wardens at St Thomas. 
 
If we are to remain a viable and active church, we 
must expand the pool of people willing to stand for 
PCC and take on church officer roles, preferably in 
a cycle so the term of office is never longer than 3 
years.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasnewhey/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV4BhB-ahAwFnC_nnoGpBpOxEgwvE2Rdt0hUC6QWZygN6hjiW_z6pLADVG375Efex9JtyMP6e-cxtqJx3Lgbut2RzcKfavMUEDf6yPv_zM_cx7jqt45626zK5GSA6wgWO02imcNMaHUS5lNrb8rZaOLHFzfrI42DQV0KgKEa2kRUyf-vaBAUiYBMK0T3qKPEcm24K7NWyUIB6zxzk3I574u&__tn__=kC%2CP-R
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1520427663
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Sidesperson/Welcomers: the list of sidespersons 
has not changed.  If you were on the list last year, 
you are still on for 2020.  However due to Covid-
19, there are no tasks which can be performed by 
a Welcomer at the moment.  However, when 
regulations allow, we will revert to a rota system. 

 

Remembrance Day 2020  
In line with the national advice, there 
will be no official parades and 
services taking place in Rochdale on 
Sunday, 8 November 2020. 
 
Instead residents and veterans will be encouraged 
to pay their respects at home, by observing the 
national 2-minute silence. 
 
David Forbes, president of the Rochdale branch of 
the Royal British Legion, said: "We owe so much to 
so many so, as always, it's fitting and right that the 
borough will be paying their respects on 
Remembrance Sunday, but in a different way to 
normal. I am pleased that the council is 
encouraging people to commemorate the day at 
home. The health and wellbeing of residents and 
veterans is paramount. Everyone will have the 
opportunity to pay their respects, from the safety 
of their living rooms (or doorsteps), as the 
borough comes together to reflect and remember 
on Sunday, 8 November 2020. Lest we forget."  
 
Don’t forget, for those able to attend, there is a 
Eucharistic service at St Thomas, starting at 
10.45am on 8th November.  
 
If you would like to be involved in this service to 
read the names of the fallen or the Kohima 
epitaph, please call 07795 818047 or email 
stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com 
 
Poppy Appeal: Due to Covid-19, many of the Royal 
British Legion’s volunteers are unable to help with 
this year's Poppy Appeal.  Click here to see if 
there’s anything you can do to help and print a 
free Remembrance Day Poppy to display at home 
and show your support for the Armed Forces 
community. If you’re struggling to find somewhere 
to buy your 2020 poppy, try visiting the Poppy 
Shop to purchase online direct from The Royal 
British Legion.   

Churchyard Maintenance: If you’re available to 

join the gang (weather permitting) we’ll be out 
most Saturday’s.  For more information and to 
check if / when the team are meeting each week, 
please contact Judith (07795 818047) or Sally 
(07970 110032).  If you want to get out there on 
your own, crack on! Just give Judith a call to get 
some basic guidance. 
 
Social Events: let us know if you have seen any 

exciting and different ways for us to meet and 
socialize and potentially raise some funds online. 
Email stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com  
 
Get involved: If you have an article or story you would 

like to share with your friends at St Thomas please get 
in touch. The deadline for submission for December’s 
newsletter is Monday 23rd November 2020. 

Please email your article, story, photos to  
stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com 
 
Finally, “We Will Remember Them” 

In Flanders Fields by John 
McCrae (1872-1918)  
 
In Flanders fields the poppies 
blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.  

 
We are the Dead. Short 
days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw 
sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, 
and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields.  
 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders fields. 
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