
Sunday 15th November 2020

Dear church family
There are seeds of hope in our society: our stock exchange has
buoyed at the settling of affairs in the USA elections and the
news of a vaccine on its way. However we are not ‘reeds of
wind’ blown in every direction by the 6 o-clock headlines, our
steadfast hope is in God who is good and unchanging. Instead,
at 6 o-clock we have been called by our Archbishop to pray. I’ve
found the daily discipline to be very helpful and I hope you will
will join in at home until 2 Dec. We may include the Archbishop’s
brief message of thanks in Sunday’s service. I’m grateful too for
our Churchwardens’ initiative 

 which you can see on page 3 and  which
is starting next week. I hope we can make use of these.  

Rachel on Matthew 25:1-13
Our parable for this week is one of many where Jesus uses the
picture of a wedding party to tell his disciples what the kingdom
of heaven will be like. Up to this year, I don't think I ever really
understood that picture completely (thanks in no small part to
John Lewis and his gift list…) until this year when I went to a
30-people-only, Covid-safe wedding! It was a day that stood out
as being so completely joyful, in contrast to everything that was
going on around it. The kingdom of heaven is hard to
understand, and that's fine - if you read the gospels, you'll find
that the disciples need lots of handy hints and explanations, and
still don't always understand things! But, I think that what Jesus
wants us to take away from this story is an idea of how joyful it
will be. Like the wise bridesmaids in the story, we should make
sure we are prepared for when this wonderful kingdom comes,
so that nothing can stop us being part of it.
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11
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Breakfast@9 Online
9.00 (recorded)
Please visit Breakfast@9
Online at 9am followed by
B@9 ZoomChat 9.25-10am

St Mark & St Andrew
10.30 Online (live)
Our Joint Parish Service is
broadcast live via our
website from 10.15am or
through YouTube.
Followed by CoffeeChat at
11.30-12.00
Pavilion Prayer at 4pm
Explore Prayer at 6pm

REMEMBRANCE AT ST ANDREW’S

ONLINE SUNDAY

NEXT SUNDAY
22nd November

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vp8lVWrNMyY
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9584/page/56823/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9584/page/56823/view/
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/54522/view/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDyJRb9BIqdCz0job8A5iqQ
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/9230075605?pwd=M2J5R0pLWDc1SjlDdU5SSWdET09LUT09
https://zoom.us/j/9230075605?pwd=M2J5R0pLWDc1SjlDdU5SSWdET09LUT09


2nd Sunday Before
Advent

Bible readings:
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
Matthew 25:1-13 B@9
Matthew 25:14-30 worksheet

Collect:
Heavenly Lord you long for
the world’s salvation: stir us
from apathy, restrain us from
excess and revive in us new
hope that all creation will one
day be healed in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Prayer for the nation wk2:
Loving Father God, be with us
in our distress; be with our
families, friends, and
neighbours, our country and
our world. Give health to the
sick, hope to the fearful,
and comfort to mourners.
Give wisdom to our frontline
and key workers, insight to
our Government, and patience
to us all. Overcome disease
with the power of your new
life, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Phil on Holiness: Living it out. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-12)
This week we come to the fourth in our series on 1
Thessalonians. It’s all about the lifestyle of the authentic
Christian. Timothy had returned to Paul and his friends with a
report on how the Thessalonians were getting on. It was a
glowing report and prompted great joy in Paul and his friends
and spurred them constantly to give thanks to God for them;
for their faith and love. Paul, Silas and Timothy could breathe a
sigh of relief! I wonder how the Thessalonians might have felt
about such a report? How would we feel if someone reported
the same about us? Despite the good report, did you spot the
little hints that they (the Thessalonians) were still a work in
progress? For example, 3:10 “… we pray most earnestly that
we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith”.
They showed love but were urged to do so more and more
(4:1)

So now the letter turns to instruction on the lifestyle of the
authentic Christian. It was to be a holy lifestyle – one that paid
close attention to the purity of sexual ethics and avoidance of
being sucked into the surrounding ‘anything goes’ culture. It
was to be a loving lifestyle characterised by a love that had
been taught by God in the Old Testament, commanded by
Jesus in the New and mediated by the Holy Spirit who lives in
our hearts. Lastly it was to be a ‘quiet’ lifestyle, serving others
in our jobs, minding our own business, and getting on with our
work.

The word Paul uses literally means that we do all of this in our
‘walk’ with God (verse 1 and 12) as we grow and move forward
with Him. As we think about how we might respond to ‘One
Step Forward’ in our own Christian life, we have lots in this
passage to encourage, instruct and help us as we take our own
steps forward.

“The Archbishops are encouraging daily prayer for the nation throughout the month.  We are
encouraged to pray daily for a specific area of national concern culminating in a
collective moment of prayer at 6.00pm each evening… There is a simple seven-day
prayer cycle, praying for a specific area each day” Behind the clickable links below is a prayer
you can pray each day at 6pm.

 #PrayerfortheNation - a call to prayer

Sunday  Family, friends and loved ones
Monday  Schools and colleges, children and young people
Tuesday  Elderly, isolated and vulnerable
Wednesday Businesses, the workplace and economic wellbeing
Thursday  The NHS and other Key workers
Friday National and Local Government
Saturday  All who are grieving and all who are suffering with physical and mental ill-health
Prayers & other resources will be shared on social media with the hashtag #PrayerForTheNation

If you sign up here
you will receive a

daily prayer by
email.

https://af51dd98-adab-4c43-ba03-c87e019551a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ebdd71_b58f25e09af0434293005d0ebb354d6a.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#sunday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#monday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#tuesday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#wednesday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#thursday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#friday
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#saturday
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


● A  

continues on Wednesdays
7.30pm in Zoom1. Other
housegroups run too.

●

continues on Sundays at
6pm with Jo
King in
Zoom2.
Contact Jo
(07771
858547) to
find out more.

●  - Tools to
unearth the Bible’s
treasures
with Phil
Clements
starts this
Tuesday 17
Nov 7:30-
8:30pm in Zoom2 - see
link for full course details. If
you would like to join contact
church@stmarkstandrew.org

The pandemic has resulted in feelings of isolation and loneliness in
people of all ages. People who attend church are not immune to
this especially during lockdown as the church buildings are now
closed. In the Bible it tells us to....

Love one another as I have loved you. (John 13 v 34).
As Church Wardens we want to get to know everyone, but church
needs to be a family that cares for one another and has
connections and conversations throughout the week.

is about encouraging people in the church
to speak and support each other with phone calls at least once a
week... to show that they care, to share needs, hopes, fears and
faith. Some people will already have these relationships but for
those who feel called to get to know someone new in the church
please use this as a reason to take this “one step forward”
and make a connection.

.......Pick up a Phone...Care, Share and Prayer

Ways to Step Forward at St Mark’s and St Andrew’s Church...

1.    Swap your phone number or email address with
someone and start connecting.
2.   If you would like support to be involved in connecting or
feel able to support someone in this way and do not know
who to approach, please contact Jo or Sarah at St Mark’s or
Russell or Sue at St Andrew’s (see p4 for contact details).

Let’s develop connections and ensure that in our parish we are
caring for others and each other. Let’s serve Jesus and the World
but not forget about serving each other and developing our
church family. Jo, Sarah, Russell and Sue

Week 1
-Approaching the Bible
-The author’s purpose tool

Parenting for Faith
Facebook live event 16 Nov
from 8pm. Preparing your
family for a different
Christmas.

JOIN A GROUP

 ONLINE EVENTS

Care for the Family -
Free Online Autumn
events  Go to the website
here to book.  The next
event MUMS THE WORD!
geared for mums is on

17,18,19
Nov at
7:30pm.

Amanda
and Jim
working

in the
garden…

Historic day for Salisbury
Foodbank   On 1 November
Salisbury Foodbank became an
independent charity and
separated from the Trussell
Trust.  You can read more
about their news here.

With filming (Anton), digital newssheets (Jane), livestreaming &
wifi (recently installed), purchased and recorded songs, licences,
and PPE… it all adds up to an extra £195 a week to run covid-
safe accessible worship. Unfortunately our current regular giving
is not covering all our costs so we will have to set a big negative
budget in 2021. Would you consider helping by paying for
one week? Donations may be made in your usual way, or
please see the next page to make an online gift.

It costs more to run Sunday services in Covid-19

https://stmarkstandrew-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/office_stmarkstandrew_org/Ee0qYIj-AUZFm9dbzH9bfAAB1wvKZ1wcrVT2MkhvvLy_1Q?e=yJcq9f
https://youtu.be/k4iJEa1sR-8
https://parentingforfaith.org/upcoming-events#facebooklive
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online
https://salisbury.foodbank.org.uk/2020/11/02/historic-day-for-salisbury-foodbank/


Mission News PRAYER POINTS
● Rachel, Andy and Phil

preaching and leading this
weekend.

● For all the Christmas
preparations & planning for
services & events in our Parish.

●For those on our Prayer
Chain: came
home from hospital on Wed
but had to go back in on Thurs
for scan; (Ken’s
Cousin) set back in recovery,
due to have a scan next week
as her kidney not working;

(Jane’s dad) still in
hospital; 
recovering after time in
hospital; 
recovering from back surgery.

● David and Shelley Stokes
● Pray for each other

regularly in our isolation, and
especially those who are most
vulnerable.

Contacts
All enquiries and requests for support to Jane Holme:
church@stmarkstandrew.org or by calling 07933 952171
Prayer Chain: prayer@stmarkstandrew.org
Items for the Newssheet: news@stmarkstandrew.org
Parish Administrator Jane Holme: office@stmarkstandrew.org

Vicar - Andy Bousfield (07866 434117) vicar@stmarkstandrew.org
Churchwardens, St Mark’s - Jo King (07771 858547),
Sarah Hardy sarahhardy40@gmail.com
Churchwardens, St Andrew’s - Sue Gallagher (332619),
Russell Jugg (07703 170308) russell.jugg@ntlworld.com
Breakfast@9 - RachelBeswick@gmail.com

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Do pray for us and contact
the office with suggestions.
MALT - 19 Nov 7.30pm

PCC - 7 Dec 7.30pm
This link is for SALT &

MALT and PCC members.
“Cobra” Zoom1

If you would value prayer for
anything please send requests
to our prayer chain. This will
be shared with home group
leaders and passed to our
dedicated pray-ers. All details
will be treated respectfully.
prayer@stmarkstandrew.org

Please use the link below if
you would like to give to

Church or Mission funds or
speak to our treasurers, the
Parish Giving Scheme is the
most efficient and preferred
method, click the logo for

information from the website.

Zoom1
Meeting ID 251 131 0154
Passcode zoom2020

Zoom2
Meeting ID 923 007 5605
Passcode 0GmyyD

ZOOM daily social
Join us for a social chat on
Monday - Saturday 4pm by

following this link.
ZOOM SOCIAL (Zoom1)
Please feel free to use this

for your own personal
church meet-ups or prayer.

Zoom links

Salisbury Street Pastors
(November focus partner)
Salisbury Street Pastors are
now in Lockdown. Here is a link
to their recent word on the
streets newsletter which talks
about the story of Noah and the
challenges he faced during the
Lockdown in the Ark.
Please pray for:
● Lockdown in our city and those
that feel lonely and depressed
● Businesses affected
● Government and local
representatives
● Street pastors who are isolating
● Finances taking a Covid hit.

The Stokes latest link-letter
is here or you can request a
copy from the office. They
share the extraordinary
story of Vivi a christian Dr
caring for patients with
Covid-19. Use the following
links to hear messages from

the Stokes
Bishops Mateo
and Crisanto.

DONATE

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/57461/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/57461/view/
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/9230075605?pwd=M2J5R0pLWDc1SjlDdU5SSWdET09LUT09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154
https://streetpastors.org/locations/salisbury-word-on-the-streets/
https://streetpastors.org/locations/salisbury-word-on-the-streets/
https://stmarkstandrew-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/office_stmarkstandrew_org/ETkPpAaEXYpOrjh3HWhcumgBMOU_fs4TJjaoDRnKGecs6Q?e=fgNvVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgURxrdZ4Pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opfVkB1rdSI&list=PLbGl5mtj7g1GsoCWllkEnVAC1S1B3cRX2&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2no9desWwGg&list=PLbGl5mtj7g1GsoCWllkEnVAC1S1B3cRX2&index=10
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Theme: HOLINESS-living it out
This sheet is for children. Younger ones will need help with some of the
activities, its just a fun sheet linking with the theme for Sunday. Send
us your feedback and pictures too. church@stmarkstandrew.org

The theme this week is Holiness - Living it out. What does that mean to
us?  We can look at God’s Top Ten

What does it mean to be holy?
�� That we are focused on God every day
�� As we are focused on God, our lives are

transformed to God’s glory
�� True holiness is not about behaviours such

as attending church or the amount of time
we spend in prayer or the amount of
Christian music played throughout the day

�� Holiness is a life pleasing to God on all
levels

�� A life lived in service to Jesus and care for
others

�� The Holy Spirit can help us to be holy

mailto:church@stmarkstandrew.org


Story – Holy Spoons
Look in the drawer at home and see how many kinds of different spoons you can find.
They may be made of plastic, stainless steel, metal).  When I was little we had some
people from our church that we called Grandpa Ed and Grandma Vi and we always
celebrated Christmas together with a special meal. Grandma Vi had real silver ware.
She kept the silver in a nice wooden box, and it was lined with velvet. Did you know
that if you keep silver with other types of metals, it harms the silver? You are
supposed to keep silver silverware apart from your other utensils.

Well Grandma Vi put me in charge of putting the silver utensils away after we washed
them. I was supposed to make sure they were dry, not even a drop of water on them
before putting them back in the velvet box. Do you know why you shouldn’t store
them damp?   She also kept her silver polish inside that box. I never got to use the
polish, because you are only supposed to polish silverware a couple times a year.
Grandma Vi only used her silver utensils for special occasions – and she always used
them when we came to visit because we were special to her!

Well, in the Bible there is a letter that Paul wrote to a young leader named Timothy.
Paul tells his friend Timothy that he is like a silver utensil. He says to keep his life pure
so that he is ready for God to use him in a special way. He also says the he is not like
an ordinary spoon (like one of mine that is stainless steel, rubber, plastic) but that he
is a special kind of utensil – a holy spoon!   Do you know what holy means? It means
set apart. Just like Grandma Vi’s silver spoons were set apart for special occasions, we
are set apart for God’s special jobs.

Paul also tells Timothy to keep himself clean and ready to go. In our house, we always
run out of clean spoons. I don’t know how we go through so many spoons, but we do.
I need to wash the spoons often so they are ready to go for our next meal. As
Christians, we also need to keep ourselves clean, pure and ready to go. We need to
keep our mind sharp, so that God can use our mind in a special way to solve
problems. We also need to keep hate out of our hearts, so that we can use our hearts
to love others. We can keep our bodies healthy and active so that when God has
something special for us to do, we are ready to do it.

Can you be holy spoons? Can you keep yourself set apart, clean and ready to go and
do special things for God?

Prayer

Let’s pray.   Dear God, Help us keep our lives clean so that we can serve you. Thank
you for our minds, thank you for our hearts, thank you for our bodies. Help us do the
special things you want us to do.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.



How will you take

with God in 2020-2021?

Knowing God & Making God Known

EXPLORE JESUS
CHURCH CONNECT

JOIN A GROUP

EXPLORE EVANGELISM
COME AND PRAY

JOIN DIG DEEPER

EXPLORE PRAYER

DAILY DEVOTIONS
READ 1-2-1 JOURNAL WITH GOD

SEE ST MARK’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS - WWW.STMARKSTANDREW.ORG

Serving Jesus, each other, our world



ONE. STEP. FORWARD…
We all need a bit of a nudge, and coronavirus won’t stop us from keeping the
important things at the forefront in our lives as Christians. Here and at the St Mark’s
part of our parish website we list a number of ideas and resources that can support
you in your walk with Jesus. Please see the website for further links and updates.

Explore Jesus - How can I know if I am really a Christian at all?
This is the place to start. God has made you for a relationship with him. See the
website for a couple of links you could follow to explore Jesus’ his invitation to life,
hope, forgiveness and eternal love. But getting involved in any of the things listed on
this page will help you to discover where you are with God.

Join 'Dig Deeper' - A short course on getting the most out of the Bible
Five Tuesday evenings this Autumn with Phil Clements exploring ways to really hear
God through his word, in Zoom.

Read the Bible - Commit to a daily reading plan and personal time with Jesus.
See the website for some tips. See Andy for some materials to support you.

Church Connect - It’s a reminder to look out for one another… pick up the phone,
care, share, prayer. You can swap phone numbers or ask for someone to be linked to.

Explore Prayer - Sunday evenings at 6pm with Jo King  .  This
will start as a book discussion group reading "What happens when women pray"
experimenting in praying the Evelyn Christensen way. For women and men!

Join a Group - One of our many Housegroups that meet midweek.
This Autumn many of our housegroups will be following the Sunday series in 1
Thessalonians, but house groups are about far more than bible study, they are an
opportunity to process faith and life together with others who care about you.  Please
see our housegroup list at the website and get in touch with Mary or a house group
leader to come along for a taster. Most of them are currently meeting in Zoom.

Explore Evangelism - Be inspired to share your faith along with others.
Andy will be hosting a group exploring the ideas in the book 'Natural Evangelism' by
J.John. One session  and through the Winter and Spring on
Zoom for anyone who knows in their heart that Jesus is good news for people but feels
unsure where to start and would value the support of others as we seek to do this.

Read 1-2-1 - And enjoy God’s word with others.
We all know the value of sharing a meal with others. Reading the Bible is similar to
eating food—we can do it alone, but we’re missing something if we never share it with
others. See some tips for getting started at the website.

Come and Pray - At St Mark’s 9.30am every Sunday and every First Wednesday of
the month for a new magazine-style prayer and sharing time 7.30-8.30pm on Zoom.

Journal with God - Try taking notes on sermons, and when meeting with God noting
reminders for reflection or sharing with others later in the week. See website for tips.


