
 
   

Sunday, 22 November, 2020 
    Christ the King 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We come to the feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday in the Church’s 
liturgical year. In our three-year cycle of Sunday readings, this is the end 
of Year A (where the gospel readings are mainly taken from Matthew) 
and next week we start Year B (where we work our way through Mark). 
It is not a year on which many of us will look back with much fondness. 
 

Next week is the first Sunday of Advent and the start of a new Church 
year. After all that has happened in recent months, many of us will 
rightly be cautious, but we enter the season with a new appreciation of 
the watching and waiting which are traditionally its watchwords. 
Obviously Advent and Christmas will be very different this year and we 
do not yet know what will happen or what be allowed. All we can do, as 
Advent demands, is watch, wait and pray. 
 

As you will see in the notices, on this feast of Christ the King, Peru 
especially needs our prayers, so in memory of that here is a picture of 
Christ the Redeemer from Juliaca, high in the Peruvian Andes. 
 

 
 

Collect and Readings for Christ the King 
 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading (Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24) 
 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will 
seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among 
their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from 
all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and 
thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the 
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie 
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will 
make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 
them with justice.  



Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between 
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and 
shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you 
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer 
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be 
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, 
have spoken.  

 
New Testament Reading (Ephesians 1:15-end) 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 25:31-end) 
 

Jesus said, ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king 
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will 
say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they 
also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 
Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 
 



Reflection for Christ the King 
Phil Bradford 

 

For God's sake, let us sit upon the ground 
And tell sad stories of the death of kings; 

How some have been deposed; some slain in war, 
Some haunted by the ghosts they have deposed; 

Some poison'd by their wives: some sleeping kill'd; 
All murder'd: for within the hollow crown 
That rounds the mortal temples of a king 

Keeps Death his court and there the antic sits, 
Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp, 

Allowing him a breath, a little scene, 
To monarchize, be fear'd and kill with looks, 

Infusing him with self and vain conceit, 
As if this flesh which walls about our life, 

Were brass impregnable, and humour'd thus 
Comes at the last and with a little pin 

Bores through his castle wall, and farewell king! 
Cover your heads and mock not flesh and blood 

With solemn reverence: throw away respect, 
Tradition, form and ceremonious duty, 

For you have but mistook me all this while: 
I live with bread like you, feel want, 

Taste grief, need friends: subjected thus, 
How can you say to me, I am a king? 

 
This speech, put by Shakespeare into the mouth of a despondent 
Richard II, is one of the most penetrating analyses of kingship ever 
written.  In just a few lines, it summarises the nebulous, fickle nature of 
human kingship with all its attendant fears.  How many sovereigns have 

met violent ends across the centuries; how many have been undone by 
the trust they placed in their own sovereignty and authority, only to 
discover that the thing they most desperately lacked were the basic 
necessities of humanity?  As many came to realise, the wearer of the 
crown is, beneath all the pomp and circumstance, just a human 
being.  The 'hollow crown' has been a particular favourite of subsequent 
historians and dramatists as a title for works about the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, the era of depositions, usurpations and the Wars of 
the Roses.  In another play, Shakespeare has Henry IV, the man who 
seized Richard's throne, lament, ‘uneasy lies the head that wears a 
crown’.  For that crown, as so many monarchs in this country and 
elsewhere have discovered, is indeed nothing more than a hollow band 
of jewel-encrusted gold, which at once arouses jealousy, fear, 
sycophancy and hatred.  As Henry IV found out, stealing a crown did not 
bring happiness or satisfaction.  Our childhood fantasies of kings and 
queens, of princes and princesses, may be based on glamorous, fairytale 
kingdoms, but this is the Disney version of monarchy.  The wisest and 
most successful monarchs are those who have realised their office to be 
a responsibility and a duty and accordingly worked with their people, 
not those who – like the real-life Richard II – have been more interested 
in asserting their power and majesty.  History shows us the pitfalls of 
kingship. 
 

Indeed, in many ways kingship is an historical phenomenon to 
us.  Although until the American and French Revolutions Europe 
generally took monarchy for granted as the natural system of 
government, the vast majority of thrones have toppled since those 
seismic events at the end of the eighteenth century.  This country may 
still have a highly-respected Queen as head of state, but she is 
something of an exception in a world of presidents and republics.  In that 
world, a world of human rights declarations, citizenship and democracy, 



the language of kingship is increasingly archaic.  What does it mean, 
then, to speak to that world of Christ the King?  The festival was invented 
only in 1925, a conscious attempt by Pope Pius XI to reassert traditional 
notions of sovereignty in the face of dangerous new, populist trends in 
Mussolini's Italy.  It seemed outdated then.  Does it really have meaning 
as the twenty-first century progresses? 
 

It is worth noting how often Jesus uses the language of kingship in his 
teaching.  He talks of God's kingship.  His parables frequently make use 
of a king who represents God, humanity represented by slaves and 
servants and worthless others.  In a way, this language would have 
depicted a familiar scenario to his listeners.  But it is too easy to assume 
that they would have responded positively or have not reacted, since it 
is easy to overlook how dangerous it was for Jesus even to mention kings 
and kingship.  The Herodian dynasty, kings in Judea, were hated clients 
of the Roman rulers, deeply unpopular in Jewish circles and hardly a 
model many Jewish listeners would be likely to welcome.  Yet to the 
Romans, kingship was even more anathema.  Remember that it was the 
Roman Empire, ruled by the Roman Emperor, not the Roman King.  In 
establishing the empire, Augustus had carefully chosen his language to 
avoid any suggestion that he was a king.  It may seem like semantics to 
us in practical terms, but we need to remember the visceral hatred for 
kings in Roman political thought.  In some blurry mixture of legend and 
history, back in the sixth century BC the Romans had driven the hated 
King Tarquin the Proud from their city and established their republic.  
The very idea of kingship was detested, the word ‘king’ itself tainted, 
almost obscene.  It was the fear that Julius Caesar aimed to progress 
from being dictator for life to being king which was a significant factor in 
the plot which led to his assassination.  Given how much the Romans 
despised the idea of kings, for Jesus to speak the language of kingship, 
indeed to compare God to a king, was not conformist but radical and 

deeply threatening to the imperial powers.  For others to speak of him 
as king of the Jews was fatal.  It made Jesus a political threat to the 
authorities, and it was for this that he was executed by them.  Never 
forget that the cross was the Roman secular penalty for political 
criminals and rebels, not a Jewish religious penalty.  A man who talked 
of kings and whom his followers may have asserted to be one would 
have been viewed as a clear danger to the state. 
 

When Jesus talked of kingship, then, it was radical, uncomfortable for 
those around him.  Perhaps to talk of Christ the King today, far from 
surrendering to our own ideas of the power and majesty of kingship, is 
to provide an equally challenging model for us as Christians to present 
to the world.  The sovereignty of the self and those like ourselves is the 
dominant doctrine of the twenty-first century, the belief that people 
have the right to do what they want, when they want, excluding all 
others and irrespective of the impact on others.  To talk of Christ as King 
is to recognise another sovereignty beyond our self-obsessed doctrines 
of entitlement, a sovereignty which challenges everything we think we 
know about kingship.  Here is the king who endures the loneliness and 
temptations of the desert, the king who eats with tax collectors, 
prostitutes and sinners, the king who kneels and washes the feet of his 
disciples, the king who tears apart our assumptions about status and 
power.  This is a king who hangs on a cross between two common 
criminals, a mocking reference to his kingship nailed above his head.  Yet 
the words he speaks on that occasion are words of hope and words of 
forgiveness: ‘truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise’, and, 
‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know where they are doing’.  This 
is the true kingship of God, one not of wealth and power and majesty, 
but rather one of love and service and sacrifice.  Christ reigns most 
powerfully from the cross, for in that moment all our language and ideas 
about kingship are shattered, as we come face to face with a king who 



identifies most powerfully with those who have nothing material to offer 
him, with the hungry, the downtrodden, the persecuted and the 
marginalised.  Think about what that tells us about God’s kingdom.  Then 
think about all that has happened in the world in recent months and 
years, about the pervasive climate of fear, about the idolisation of 
notions of national sovereignty which take us perilously close to the 
nationalist hatreds of the 1930s and the horrific consequences which 
resulted.  As we confront that dangerous, angry world, do we not need 
more than ever to accept the kingship of Christ, a kingship built on a love 
which would not shy away even from death on behalf of humanity? The 
choice is ours, whether we give allegiance to that divine kingdom 
beyond our experience and our human delusions of power, or whether 
we try to perpetuate the human systems which have brought the world 
to the very brink of catastrophe.  

 
 

Notices 
 

Online Services 
For those with internet access, there will be three online services you 
can access in the next week. 
 

1. St Clement’s Patronal 
7.30pm on Monday, 23 November on Zoom 
Contact Sarah for the Zoom link 

 

2. Advent Sunday – Morning Prayer 
10am on Sunday, 29 November, streamed on YouTube 
Link will be circulated to all on the e-mail list  
(contact Phil to be added to the list) 

 

3. Advent Sunday – Advent ‘Carol Service’ 
5pm on Sunday, 29 November, streamed on YouTube 
Link will be circulated to all on the e-mail list  
(contact Phil to be added to the list) 

 
Marjorie Wheeler 
Sadly, Marjorie died earlier this week at the age of 99. Please pray for 
Michelle and the family at this difficult time. 
 
Peru 
In addition to suffering terribly as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
Peru in the last fortnight has experienced political turmoil. I have written 
a prayer request for the diocesan website (shared or linked on our 
websites and Facebook pages) and a diary by Penny Marcés of a 
turbulent week in which the country had three presidents and 
experienced mass protests will appear in St John’s December magazine. 
However, please do pray for our mission partners Penny and Juan Carlos, 
for Bishop Jorge and the Anglican Diocese of Peru, and for the whole 
country at this most difficult time. 


