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Contact information 
Rev Joy Collins, Priest in Charge of Westfield and Guestling 
Email:  revjoycollins@gmail.com 
Phone:   07437 797553   or 01424 447643 
By post: 23 Croft Road, Hastings TN34 3HP 

FSW COLLECTIONS: Westfield and Guestling  
Jim is still waiting to hear when FSW will be able to  accept 
food donations once more. Please think about making a 
HARVEST donation of money to them. 
 

Thank you so much to those who have already done so. 
Please make your cheque payable to CDAFSW and send to 
FSW’s Central Office, 22 Stanford Avenue, Brighton, BN1 6AA. 
If you also add a note saying please direct this donation to 
work in Jude’s area they will make sure that happens.   
 

You can also pay online via BACs payment to the following 
bank account: Sort Code: 20-12-75  Account Number: 
40257133 Barclays Bank Account: Chichester Diocesan Asso-
ciation for Family Support Work.  If you donate this way 
please email  nina@familysupportwork.org.uk and let her 
know its coming and it’s for Jude’s area. Thank you everyone 
for helping families who are struggling at this time. 
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THE BENEFICE OF WESTFIELD AND GUESTLING 
A letter from Rev Joy     4 October 2020 

From this week we will have a communion service in Westfield 
church every Wednesday at 9.30am followed by keeping the 
church open for private prayer until 11.30am. not 12. We will 
alternate BCP Communions with the services we used on 
Wednesday mornings before Covid 19 arrived on the scene. 
They are based on the worship of the Northumbria  
Community and have a gentle Celtic flavour which I love.  
 From my earliest days in the parish I have found the mid-
week service to be both an anchor and an oasis of prayer in 
the midst of all the variety that parish ministry brings. At the 
moment it feels as if we should make the most of our oppor-
tunities to be in church. I do so hope that we don’t experience 
another lockdown that has to close our churches again. I long 
for the time when they can be open everyday for all who need 
the peace and reassurance they can offer.  I’m also looking for-
ward to the time when we can sing again. As a not very tune-
ful singer, I hadn’t realized how much I would miss it! 
The APCM agenda for Westfield can be found on pages 8-9    
and papers for both APCMs will follow in the week ahead. I’ll 
be glad when we’ve completed all the formalities that must be 
observed in the Church of England. I know they are necessary 
for good order and accountability but they can weigh heavily 
and I am very grateful for the help of Kathy, Dawn and Sally.  
It will be a quiet Harvest service this year at Westfield but 
hopefully still a celebration.  2020 is a year when we have to 
look a lot harder for Harvest blessings but they are there if you 
slow down, pay attention and listen for that ‘still, small voice 
of calm.’ 
This comes with my  love and prayers for you all,   Joy  
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Zoom Youth Church 
As we adjust to the 'new normal' we had a request for some 
form of 'virtual' Youth Church. Having challenged our IT skills, 
the Youth Church team have come up with the following  
proposal of a Youth Church Zoom meeting on the 1st & 
3rd Saturdays in Oct, Nov and Dec.2020 at 4pm 
If your children/grandchildren would like to join us, please 
contact Kathy Darvill on kathyandericdarvill@gmail.com. for 
further information. 

 

Please pray for Alexandra Wheeler (Fred and Mary’s daugh-
ter) who is being ordained priest by Bishop Ruth at 6pm to-
day, 4th October at St John the Evangelist, Copthorne   
 

Westfield Church Services 
Sunday Harvest 4th October         10am       Holy Communion 
Wednesday  7th October      9.30am  Communion (not BCP)

            10-11.30     Private Prayer 
Sunday   11th  October       10am        Morning Praise 
Wednesday 14th October       9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 

          10-11.30     Private Prayer  
Please note: The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for St  
John the Baptist, Westfield will take place in church immedi-
ately after the service on 18th October.  

Guestling Church Services 
Sunday Harvest  11th October        11am  Holy Communion 
Please note: The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for St  
Laurence, Guestling will take place in church immediately 
after this service on 11th October.  It will be followed by a 
Harvest Sale in aid of Farm Africa. 
Sunday  25th October 11am Holy Communion 
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move very far. So those you see in your gardens are almost 
certainly familiar faces. Young blue tits and great tits often 
go travelling for a bit but most of them come back to within 
earshot of where they were born.  

Goldfinches however are birds 
with a bit of a difference. On 
the one hand, some are just 
like the other birds already 
mentioned which stick very 
close to where they hatched. 
However, quite a few head 
south, often all the way down 
to Spain and Portugal for the 
winter, returning in spring. 
And it seems that this isn’t 
hardwired into them – some 
years an individual bird may 
staycation in the UK, sticking 

to lockdown; in other years it may spread its wings for a 
winter break in the Med.  
So many of the birds in your garden in winter are likely to 
be the same faces you saw in summer. If you have one of 
those gardens where bird numbers build up in winter, well, 
they probably bred nearby. They’re locals. 
But among them, especially if the weather turns a bit hard, 
may be a few well travelled visitors: the Redwings, Field-
fares and Blackcaps plus some European Starlings to add 
some Continental flavour to the amazing melting pot of life 
in gardens. 

mailto:kathyandericdarvill@gmail.com
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Garden Birds: 
International travellers or Staycationers? 

This is an extract from the latest RSPB  email which I hope 
you find as interesting as I did.   
There’s a point coming up very soon when, should you step 
outside on a clear night, you are very likely to hear the soft 
but insistent tseee calls of 
migrating Redwings as they 
pass overhead. 
Later in the winter if condi-
tions turn harsh, you are 
then likely to see some  
venture into gardens look-
ing for berries and windfalls. 
And given that barely a 
handful of redwings breed in the UK up in the wilds of Scot-
land, you know that they are all likely to be international mi-
grants from Scandinavia and beyond. 
But what of your other garden birds in winter? How do you 
know if they are local birds (the ones you’ve been seeing 

through the summer), 
or incomers from  
distant lands, or  
indeed a mix of the 
two? 
For the robin, the 
blackbird and the song 
thrush, those that 
breed in our gardens 
are unlikely to ever 
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Seventeenth  Sunday after Trinity  4th October 2020 
Collect 

Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:  
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Westfield  
HARVEST Readings 
Psalm 65   Luke  12:16-30 
BCP Readings for Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
Ephesians 4:1-6   Luke 14:1-11 
Guestling 
Isaiah 5:1-7 Matthew 21:33-43 
Please check the website on Sunday for services  for 
Westfield   http://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-
srevices-for-westfield-church/  
Guestling . https://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-
services-for-guestling-church/      
 

Creator God,  
you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea 

and the rhythm of the seasons;  
as we thank you for the harvest,  

may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

http://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-srevices-for-westfield-church/
http://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-srevices-for-westfield-church/
https://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-services-for-guestling-church/
https://www.westfieldchurch.co.uk/online-services-for-guestling-church/


4 

My Devotional from Psalm 121. 
The Lord Is Your Keeper 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills - where does my help come?                                                                       
2 My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and 
earth. 3 He will not let your foot slip - he who watches over 
you will not slumber. 4 Indeed, he who watches over Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep.5 The LORD watches over you 
- the LORD is your shade at your right hand.  6The sun shall 
not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 7 The LORD 
will keep you from all harm; he will watch over your life.                                                                   
8 The LORD will watch over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore.    (NIV) 
 

Psalm 121 is an excellent and a very reassuring Psalm to 
memorize; it is short, and one concept logically follows the 
other making it easier to memorize. Not only is it my  
favourite psalm but I know it is also Joy’s as well.  When it 
comes to be my turn to take our dog Poppy out in the 
morning over the field near us, I recite this psalm as an  
entry into my prayer time.  I did memorize this Psalm in 
Sunday School when I was ten years old (and believe me, 
that was a very, very long time ago). Throughout all of my 
life it is perhaps the Psalm I have remembered and applied 
to my life more than any other. That is why when we were 
singing in church, I often selected the hymn version in  
Mission Praise if it is applicable for the service.                                                                          
What does it really mean that the Lord is our Keeper? In 
beautiful poetic stye, the Psalmist answers this ques-
tion.  Where do we go for help? Throughout history, we 
know that this question was answered in a multitude of 
ways by different people. Some have gone to nature, and 
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  b)       Independent Examiner for the Year ending 31 
   December 2020     
9 Safeguarding 
10 Ministry Report (included in service before the 

meeting) 
11 Date of next PCC Meeting 
(at which sidesmen and  women will be elected in accord-
ance with new Church Representation Rules and Officers will 
be confirmed—currently a vacancy for PCC Secretary ) 
12 Any Other Business  
     (to be notified in advance if possible) 
13 Prayers      
                

Swearing in and Commissioning of Churchwardens 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Papers for the APCM will be emailed to you this week 
 
Bishop Martin has written this Friday in regard to the  
Admission of Churchwardens in 2020 
“Given the current rise in the number of cases of corona-
virus, I have decided this year to sign a legal instrument 
which allows incumbents and priests-in-charge of parishes 
to admit churchwardens to their office.  This will need to 
happen after the APCM.” 
He has sent a copy of the legal instrument to enable this to 
take place and the words we will need to complete the 
Swearing in and Commissioning. In a normal year this would 
have taken place in a large church in the Archdeaconry and 
been attended by the Archdeacon and the Diocesan Regis-
trar or his Deputy and multiple churchwardens and clergy. 
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St John the Baptist, Westfield 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

to be held on Sunday 18 October 2020 during and after the 
10am service  

 

A G E N D A  
Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

 

1      Opening prayers 
2       Apologies for absence 
3       Minutes of the 28th April 2019  Meeting  
4 Election of Churchwardens  

(Dawn and Kathy are both willing to stand again. Nomination 
forms will be available in church from tomorrow) 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

1. Minutes of APCM meeting held on 28th  April 2019 
2. Matters arising (please notify in advance if possible)  
3. *To receive the Electoral Roll report (see Annual Report) 
4. *To receive the Annual Report for 2019  
5. *To receive the Financial Statements and Accounts for   

the year ending 31 December 2018 having been inde-
pendently examined  (see Annual Report) 

6. *To receive a Fabric report  (see Annual Report) 
7. *To receive a Deanery Synod report (see Annual Report) 
*Please let us have questions on the Annual  Report before 
the meeting if possible—email revjoycollins@gmail.com  
8 Elections and Appointments 
  a) PCC member  
(Sue Howard, who is due for re-election, is willing to stay in 
post until next year’s APCM)             
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 worshipped the sun, moon, mountains, trees, etc. as their 
gods. But their gods were not able to help them. Some cul-
tures gave their gods human characteristics like arrogance, 
pride, jealousy, anger, etc. and man was left with the tragic 
results of the gods warring among each other. There was 
not much help there either. Where is the only place we can 
go for help? Look at Psalm 121, Our help comes from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. As the creator of this 
world, and also of us, only the Lord is able to quickly come 
to our aid. 
How does the Lord watch over His people? He won't even 
allow your foot to be moved, and He never sleeps. We have 
God's help 24/7. Is this protection only from our enemies 
around us? No, God is our keeper and He shades us so that 
we are protected even from the forces of nature. The sun 
shall not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. (Vs. 6 ) 
What other ways does God help us? He directs our paths 
and keeps us from evil; He keeps us when going out or  
coming in. How long? Even forevermore!  Why do we go to 
the Lord for help? We go to the Lord because He is our 
Keeper, in all areas of life and forevermore. Praise God!                                                                    
Pray today that, as was expressed in Psalm 121, you will be 
comforted by the knowledge that, as a child of God, He will 
keep you wherever you go, wherever you are, from now and 
forevermore.                                                                                  
Beryl and I certainly were aware of his presence during our 
time of grief earlier this year.  All we had to do is as verse 1 
says “I lift my eyes to the quiet hills” 
 

I send this with all of our love in Jesus Christ.                                                                            
    From your friend and Lay Minister Ken 
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                                 CV19 Homegroup  
We looked at the peace of God last week, how we should 
seek to find God’s peace in our everyday lives. We are look-
ing at a very well-known psalm today that contains some 
powerful images of that God-given peace. 
 

Psalm 23 verses 1 and 2 
This psalm is much loved by many, even those who appear 
to know little of the God it describes, perhaps because these 
first two verse paint such a vivid picture of that wonderful 
peace that all human beings crave. We know the image so 
well that we accept it unquestioningly, but notice that this 
peace, these green pastures are provided for sheep! We  
cannot be self-sufficient, doing our own thing and ignoring 
the shepherd and still hope for this peace. The second word 
of the psalm sets the context. The Lord is my shepherd. We 
must be following Jesus if we are to experience the blessings 
described in this psalm. 
 

Psalm 23 verse 3 
When we consciously place ourselves in the care of the 
Good Shepherd, he changes us to make us more like himself. 
Gradually we begin to change our priorities, our habits, our 
thoughts and our emotions as we allow the shepherd to lead 
us in the paths of righteousness. 
 

Psalm 23 verses 4 and 5 
The shepherd may lead his sheep through dangerous places 
but, because he knows the dangers and is equipped to deal 
with them, they pass through safely. So, God leads us safely 
even through the valley of the shadow of death. We are  
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currently living in such a shadow and we cannot know what 
the future is for us or our loved ones. We may experience 
amazing blessings amidst all the uncertainty as the psalmist 
indicates in verse 5, or we may face more than the shadow 
and approach the end of our earthly life as in verse 4. 
Through that too we will pass safely into that new life that 
Jesus promised us. These are his words:   
John 14 verses 1 to 3 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am. 
  

Psalm 23 verse 6 
After considering the dark times, the psalmist concludes 
that, whatever, happens, he will enjoy God’s rich blessings 
throughout his life. All he has to do is to dwell in the house of 
the Lord, in this life, and the next. 
 

That is my prayer for all of us this week. 
Love Cathy 


