Sunday 4th October 2020

TODAY

Welcoming
Poppy Neal for
baptism

Thanks for your
donations at St Andrew
last week. Collection
today at St Mark’s for
Salisbury Food bank.
Please see their
website for
up-to-date needs.

Dear church family
One of our big themes this weekend is “I press on towards the
goal…” and whether this is thinking about a toddler such as
Poppy or someone at the other end of the scale our call to
know and live for Jesus is just as keenly felt: the journey may
be at its beginning or nearer its end but the destination is still
our prize. So we think of Poppy getting baptised today at St M.
We think also of Mary Terry who takes her next step towards
becoming an Associate Priest. For her this will mean starting a
second year placement at St Lawrence Stratford-sub-Castle
with Sarah Wood-Roe who should be an excellent mentor. For
us this means losing Mary earlier than we or she had
anticipated but a valuable complimentary perspective before
heading to do her training curacy. It’s always been Mary’s
desire to stay local and serve locally and all things being equal
and if the calling remains we do anticipate she will return to us
one day! Mary’s final Sunday officially with St Andrew’s will be
25th October.
We think also of ourselves as we launch One Step Forward to
help us all think about how we also are pressing on. It can be a
temptation with all that’s going on to take a step back or to
drift so we are asking each other the question this Autumn how
am I taking one step forward in my knowledge of God or my
service of Jesus. Please see the newsletter ‘insert’ today with
more details. So: “One more step along the road we go!…”

LIVE SUNDAY
for all three congregations

Breakfast@9
09.00-09.40 Worship
St Mark SUNDAY@10
09.30 Sunday Prayer
10.00 All Age Harvest
St Andrew 10.30 HC
10.30 Holy Communion

ALSO
ONLINE SUNDAY
Please visit Breakfast@9
Sunday@10 or Sunday at
1030 at our website if you
are viewing from home.
B@9 ZoomChat at 7pm
WEDNESDAY 9.30am Holy
Communion at St Andrews

NEXT SUNDAY
11th October
Breakfast@9 with Barry in
Philippians 2:12-30.
Sunday@10 at St Marks
with Jo, Jill and Phil and
Sunday at 10.30 at St
Andrews with Andy - in
Philippians 4.

www.stmarkstandrew.org

Diane on Philippians 1:27-2:11
This week at Breakfast@9 we’re continuing in Philippians. Paul
writes repeatedly about Koinonia, a Greek word meaning
fellowship, togetherness, oneness, partnership, unity. That’s
Bible readings:
where we’re focusing today. When we love those in the local
Philippians 1:27-2:11
church it shows that we really are followers of Jesus. It also
shows the world that the gospel is true and powerful. Jesus said
Philippians 3:4b-14
‘ By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
Matthew 21:33-end
one another.” (John 13:35)
An old Jewish joke says – if you’ve got 2 rabbis you’ve probably
got 3 opinions.
Collect: Gracious God,
Often the church seems like this –anything but united. One of the
you call us to fullness of biggest threats to unity is pride. Paul calls us to regard others,
life: deliver us from
and their opinions as superior to us and our opinions. We can
unbelief and banish our
only do this by focusing on Jesus. Jesus didn’t take advantage of
equality with God or exploit it. He became human and died under
anxieties with the
the weight of the world’s evil. He shows us the true meaning of
liberating love of Jesus
what God is – the God of self-giving love. Jesus came in pure
Christ our Lord.
humility. There was nothing about power or conceit in him. Paul
describes him as coming as a slave. The son of God, the creator
Post Communion:
of the universe became a human slave!
Lord, we pray that your
It’s only this humility that can make us united. If we really love
grace may always precede Christ, we will love the people who love him. We’ll be committed
and follow us, and make
to the body of local believers with all their weirdness. Let’s be
us continually to be given those who are united in Jesus, focusing on him. Then others will
to all good works; through know that we are his disciples, want to know what makes the
difference and come to know him too.
Jesus Christ our Lord.

17th Sunday after
Trinity

Andy on Philippians 3 - Run the Race in Christ!
Paul has been writing a letter of great encouragement to Christians but his language turns suddenly serious in ch3. He has learned the hard way that there is a way of life that looks like riches
but proves to be worthless. Paul had a Gold Card, with access to the managers’ private lounge at
every branch in Israel. But on the day he met Jesus Christ he realised his currency was worthless.
Many people put their confidence in the wrong things: to get ahead in life, to feel satisfied, even
to be right with God. But in the light of Christ who has changed him he says in v.8
“

The key thing is that a life of good works, religiousness, law-observance and prayers
is worth nothing.
Paul yearned for a heart that could truly be right with God. And there was only one way that
would happen - if God would give him a new heart. This is what Paul experienced: he lost his
religion and his reputation, but he gained a living relationship with the Lord Jesus.
As a result, Paul now presses on for a heavenly prize: like an athlete who strains towards the
finish line - but for a heavenly prize (v12-16) and as a temporary resident whose true home is
with Christ in heaven (v20-21). He urges the church to follow his example aware that many do
not (v17–19).
You could say he is urging us to a one track mind: run towards the tape (v.14), walk according
to the blueprint (v17 which is Christ’s example in chapter 2), stand firm in active waiting for our
Saviour from heaven (4:1).

A Prayer: Father thank you that you call sinners like us to a prize and a goal which we don’t
deserve. Please give us this one track mind that strains to live up to our calling of lives worthy of
the gospel of Christ, shining as stars and holding out the word of life. And keep us preserving as
we encourage one another to press on and stand firm in the Lord. In Christ’s name. Amen
And a song: “Facing a task unfinished” reminds us of our calling.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
Wednesday 14 October at St Mark’s 7.30pm
The APCM is an opportunity to reflect on where God has led us over the last year and to
galvanize our parish vision as we meet and pray together. It is also a legal obligation as a
registered charity and as a church, at which we communicate our Annual Report and appoint
officers. To keep the meeting to an hour this year we will only have verbal reports from the
vicar, treasurer and church wardens, but you may read our Report in full. It includes a financial
report and reports from the ministries of our parish. We will be taking questions on the evening
if you have any. We do not have the ability to livestream this meeting but questions may be
submitted to the church office in advance.
Links here to the reports and agenda:
Annual Report
Minutes from 2019
Agenda for 2020
Links here for the nomination forms for:
PCC members,
Deanery Synod Members
Church Wardens

Contact Maureen Snook if you are interested
in joining the PCC.
If you would like a paper version of the Annual
Report please get in touch with the office.

We have 6 vacancies at St Mark's and 1 for St Andrew's. We also have vacancies for Church
Wardens, 2 per church and 3 Deanery Synod Members need to be appointed for 3 years.

With the coming of new NHS COVID-19 APP, we have on
display at our venues QR-code posters for test and trace. If
you are able to install the app on your mobile and scan
yourselves in when you arrive this will help assist the overall
medical effort to stop the spread of the virus. We continue to
keep a written record of attendance for three weeks.
St Paul’s invites you to an event - Making sense of a PostCovid world - Saturday 3rd October 7:30pm Click here
for more details about the evening. No booking required just
go to the link to join on the evening.
Zoom Meeting ID: 865 8853 2118
Passcode: 100320
Please feel free to invite non-Christians along, it’s the sort of
event that they may well come to.

Remember with Thanks our
loved ones who have passed
All Saint’s Day Sun 1 Nov
3pm at St Andrew’s Church

Please send any applications or nominations to Maureen Snook, completed and signed via email
or they can be handed over at church. You just need to complete your section and can leave the
rest of the form blank. Nominations can be taken up to the date of the APCM but if there are
more candidates than vacancies, we have to have a vote so it would be worth knowing who
wishes to stand beforehand.

PRAYER POINTS

Mission News
Our mission focus this
month is the Northern
Estates. As long as the
Pavilion remains closed
Flipside and the Cafe and
Toddler work is on pause.
So too is our plan to launch
a mission church for the
area on Sunday afternoons.
However on 18 October
there will be a prayer
meeting at the Pavilion 45pm. We shall continue to
pray for the area and
consider the next steps for
our mission to this part of
our parish.
Please join us if you have
connections with
Bishopdown Farm, Hampton
Park, Riverdown Park or
Greentrees Schools.

●Andy, Diane and the
together@ team preaching
and leading this weekend.
●Our APCM on the 14th
October.

The Bridge Project
update
You can read their recent
prayer email here. They
returned to work at the
beginning of September.
The Bridge Project Office
HQ will be moving, they
would like prayer about
the next step, what God
has in store for them and
where they will be based
next.
Alabaré - The Big

Sleep at Home is
almost here Friday 9th
October Read how to
get involved here.

●For those on our Prayer
Chain:
in hospital
after a stroke;
(Bob Wilson’s Sister)diagnosed with terminal lung
(Ken’s
tumor;
Cousin);
(Jane’s dad)
in hospital;
(Steph’s Brother) and his wife
who has just come out
of hospital both have Covid
and their 2yr old son also has
back in
fever;
hospital after a fall;
(found collapsed at
home) in hospital.
● Salisbury Foodbank
● Those affected by Coronavirus

daily social
DONATE ZOOM
Join us for a social chat on
Please use the link below if
you would like to give to
Church or Mission funds.

Monday - Saturday 4pm by
following this link.
ZOOM SOCIAL

Please feel free to use this
for your own personal
church meet-ups or prayer.

Contacts
All enquiries and requests for support to Jane Holme:
church@stmarkstandrew.org or by calling 07933 952171
Prayer Chain: prayer@stmarkstandrew.org
Newssheet information to share: news@stmarkstandrew.org
Parish Administrator Jane Holme: office@stmarkstandrew.org

If you would value prayer for
anything please send requests
to our prayer chain. This will
be shared with home group
leaders and passed to our
dedicated pray-ers. All details
will be treated respectfully.
prayer@stmarkstandrew.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Do pray for us and contact
the office with suggestions.
MALT - 15 October
SALT - 2 November

Vicar - Andy Bousfield (07866 434117) vicar@stmarkstandrew.org
This link is for SALT &
Churchwardens, St Mark’s - Jo King (320835),
MALT and PCC members.
Charles Dew-Jones (421471)
Churchwarden, St Andrew’s - Sue Gallagher (332619)
“Cobra” ZOOM
Breakfast@9 - RachelBeswick@gmail.com

Serving Jesus, each other, our world
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How will you take

with God in 2020-2021?
SEE ST MARK’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS - WWW.STMARKSTANDREW.ORG
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Knowing God & Making God Known

ONE. STEP. FORWARD…
We all need a bit of a nudge, and coronavirus won’t stop us from keeping the
important things at the forefront in our lives as Christians. Here and at the St Mark’s
part of our parish website we list a number of ideas and resources that can support
you in your walk with Jesus. Please see the website for further links and updates.
Explore Jesus - How can I know if I am really a Christian at all?
This is the place to start. God has made you for a relationship with him. See the
website for a couple of links you could follow to explore Jesus’ his invitation to life,
hope, forgiveness and eternal love. But getting involved in any of the things listed on
this page will help you to discover where you are with God.
Join 'Dig Deeper' - A short course on getting the most out of the Bible
Five Tuesday evenings this Autumn with Phil Clements exploring ways to really hear
in Zoom.
God through his word,
Read the Bible - Commit to a daily reading plan and personal time with Jesus.
Sanctification doesn’t generally happen in leaps and bounds. It’s a constant, daily and
hourly process of God working in us, as we read his word, reflect, and pray. See the
website for some tips. See Andy for some materials to support you.
Explore Prayer - By joining ‘What happens when we pray’
- first meeting in Zoom but
Sunday evenings at 6pm with Jo King
maybe moving to St Mark’s. This will start as a book discussion group reading "What
happens when women pray" experimenting in praying the Evelyn Christensen way.
Join a Group - One of our many Housegroups that meet midweek.
This Autumn many of our housegroups will be following the Sunday series in 1
Thessalonians, but house groups are about far more than bible study, they are an
opportunity to process faith and life together with others who care about you. Please
see our housegroup list at the website and get in touch with Mary or a house group
leader to come along for a taster. Most of them are currently meeting in Zoom.
Explore Evangelism - Be inspired to share your faith along with others.
Andy will be hosting a group exploring the ideas in the book 'Natural Evangelism' by
and through the Winter and Spring on
J.John. One session
Zoom for anyone who knows in their heart that Jesus is good news for people but feels
unsure where to start and would value the support of others as we seek to do this.
Read 1-2-1 - And enjoy God’s word with others.
We all know the value of sharing a meal with others. Reading the Bible is similar to
eating food—we can do it alone, but we’re missing something if we never share it with
others. See some tips for getting started at the website.
Come and Pray - At St Mark’s 9.30am every Sunday and every First Wednesday of
the month for a new magazine-style prayer and sharing time 7.30-8.30pm on Zoom.
Journal with God - Try taking notes on sermons, and when meeting with God noting
reminders for reflection or sharing with others later in the week. See website for tips.

