Sunday 18th October 2020
LIVE ON SUNDAY
for all three congregations

one
step
Six weeks starting this Sunday

forward

Dear church family
For me it is always exciting to start a new series in the
Bible as I anticipate what God will say to us from this part of
his word. The theme ‘Staying Strong, Living Ready’ resonates
with me in these covid times. Additionally, many of our home
groups will be following through the discussions into their
midweek sessions. If you are not currently in a group we invite
you to join our six-week-only group on a Wednesday evening in
Zoom to take us up to Advent, see page 3 for login details.
on Weds 4
We launch a
November as we plan to all come together for a news update
and a time to pray. Even before this Jo King will be starting a
on Sunday evenings. Details on p.3.
series
At our APCM we successfully commissioned a new PCC and
prayed for them. Andy, Sue and Charles also spoke and you
can watch this in full via in the newssheet and at our website.
This Sunday afternoon in Zoom2 we meet with others who
are interested in mission from the Pavilion to our Northern Estates. Please see the back page for this and join us if you can.
We are commiserating with Dean Winsley and the family of
John Read this week, and we are celebrating with Ray
Samways who turned 90 on Thursday. A family bears joys and
sorrows together in equal measure; the gratitude and the pain.
We turn it all back to God, who gives us strength to do all
these things. (Philippians 4:13)
I plan to be away next weekend in Greece with an Oak Hall
group, speaking on Paul’s journey from Philippi to Corinth, and
then to his shipwreck off Crete (Acts 16-18, 20 & 27). Please
pray the winds are fair (!) and God works through this. Andy.

Breakfast@9
09.00-09.40 Worship
St Mark SUNDAY@10
09.30 Sunday Prayer
10.00 Worship + HC
St Andrew 10.30 HC
10.30 Holy Communion

ONLINE SUNDAY
Please visit Breakfast@9
Sunday@10 or Sunday at
1030 at our website if you
are viewing from home.
Pavilion Prayer @4pm
B@9 ZoomChat at 7pm
WEDNESDAYS 9.30am Holy
Communion at St Andrews

NEXT SUNDAY
25th October
Breakfast@9 with Mary in
Philippians 3:10-21
Sunday@10 at St Marks
with Peter and Sunday at
10.30 at St Andrews with
Diane both are in
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16.

www.stmarkstandrew.org

Peter Ensor on 1 Thessalonians 1
This Sunday at St. Mark’s we are beginning a series of sermons
on 1 Thessalonians. The apostle Paul wrote this letter in about
50AD from Corinth, a few months after he had evangelised the
Bible readings:
city of Thessalonica and had brought a number of people from
Philippians 3:1-9
different backgrounds to faith in Christ.
1 Thessalonians 1
In the letter, Paul reflects on his recent mission, rejoices in the
Matthew 22:15-22
conversion of those who had responded positively to his preaching,
exhorts those who had been converted to live up to their calling
in various matters of Christian behaviour, and gives them some
Collect:
special teaching on the subject of the second coming of Christ. It
Faithful Lord, whose steadfast
seems as if some of them thought that Jesus would return during
love never ceases and whose
their own life time, and when some of them died, the rest
mercies never come to an
wondered whether they would miss out on final salvation. Paul
end:
assures them that those who had died would in fact be the first
grant us the grace to trust
to rise to meet the Lord when he comes.
you and to receive the gifts of
In the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians, which we will be studying
your love, new every
this Sunday, Paul highlights some of the central elements of true
morning, in Jesus Christ our
conversion: it means turning away from the worship of idols;
Lord.
having a faith which expresses itself in action; having a Christlike
love for others; and having a steadfast hope in that glorious future
Post Communion:
God has in store for us when Christ comes again. This is what had
Holy and blessed God,
happened to the Thessalonian Christians. The question is: has it
you have fed us with the
happened to us?
body and blood of your Son
and filled us with your Holy
Robin Scott on Philippians 3:1-9 “Righteous in Christ”
Spirit: may we honour you,
If you’d lived in the time of Jesus or Paul, “righteousness” would
not only with our lips but in
have been a big cultural-social issue. But in the culture of today
lives dedicated to the service
it’s almost obsolete as a concept or as a word.
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Jewish idea of righteousness was basically being obedient
to the Law of Moses. The Pharisees (of whom Paul had been
one) were extremely strict observers of the Law and produced
Join us for a social chat on detailed instructions about how to behave “righteously” and so
Monday - Saturday 4pm by to please God.
following this link.
Some Pharisees who’d become Christians felt that if non-Jews
ZOOM SOCIAL (Zoom1)
(Gentiles) were to start becoming Christians, then they should
Please feel free to use this
also become obedient to the Law and signify this by being
for your own personal
circumcised. Paul was completely anti this because he had come
church meet-ups or prayer. to see that it is not obedience to Law that pleases God. Rather,
it is being filled with God’s Spirit and being united to Christ.
Jesus speaks of his baptism as “Fulfilling all righteousness”. There he identifies with humanity’s
sin and fallen-ness and comes to help us – not to condemn us. As Jesus comes out of the water
is what I call “son”. This is how I do things!
God says –
So “righteousness” is not about us trying to impress God by our efforts. Rather it’s God coming
to meet us in our need and help us. He wants us to know his love for us, to love him as his
children, and to continually grow deeper into our relationship with Christ.
Paul has thrown away all his self-righteous, legalistic approach to God – dismissing it as “shite”
- and declares that the only thing he wants is to be conformed to Christ in his sufferings, death
and resurrection! Christ is God’s “right way”. He shows us what it means to be rightly aligned
with God. He invites us to be joined to him in the relationship he shares with God.

19th Sunday after
Trinity

ZOOM daily social

*** New Monthly Parish Meeting ***
Starting on 4 November 7.30-8.30pm. We aim to
bring together the whole parish family once a month to
hear news and share in prayer with each other. It will be
in Zoom1. We will visit a homegroup, a mission partner
(the Stokes), check in with members of our church
family, and break into smaller groups to share and pray.

Homegroups & Zoom Links
six-week-only online housegroup 7.30pm
● Join a
on Wednesdays from 21 Oct in Zoom1 with Andy.
● Explore Prayer on Sundays at 6pm from 25 Oct with
Jo King in Zoom2.
● Come to Dig Deeper (with Phil Clements) and explore
ways to hear God through different parts of his Word for
five Tuesdays from 17 Nov in Zoom2.

Christmas Boxes Appeal 2020
If you would like to take part, pick
up a leaflet from the back of church,
download one here, or contact the
office. Instructions here on how to
make up a box. We
have gone with
locally based FSCI
this year who send
boxes to SE
European children
and refugee families.
You can also donate
money towards a box through this
link here. Boxes can be brought into
church for collection by 15
November. Enjoy making your
boxes! If you have previously
who
supported
also seek to share God’s love
through their Christmas boxes please
see Joan Prior.
Autumnal Social Distancing in
lockdown…

It is with sad news that we announce John
Read a current member of the PCC passed
away last week. His funeral will be held at
11am on Friday 23rd October at St Andrew’s
Church for family and close friends. We will
record this for church members to be able to
view afterwards as space in Church is limited.

QR-code posters for test and trace.
If you are able to install the app on your
mobile and scan yourselves in when you
arrive this will help assist the overall
medical effort to stop the spread of the
virus. We continue to keep a written
record of attendance for three weeks.

SOME ONLINE EVENTS
Parenting for Faith - Help for Halloween Link
and Facebook live event 19 October 8pm Dealing with the world’s view of the supernatural
Care for the Family - Online Autumn
events Simply browse the website here and
Remembrance
register to book those you would like to
watch, they are all free to view. This week Sunday 8th
is FREE TO BE tune in on 21, 22 or 23
November
October at 7:30pm.

If it’s wet:The guest
sits in the
shed, and
the host,
Fenella, sits
indoors,
just!

Remember with Thanks our
loved ones who have passed
All Saint’s Day Sun 1 Nov
3pm at St Andrew’s Church
Please book thru the office.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
A link to the recording of the meeting which includes a bible
reading and address from Andy, and reports from Charles
and Sue is here. We welcome Sarah Hardy and Russell Jugg
as new church wardens, Jane Wang and Phil Clements as
new PCC members, Steve Hardy, Veronica Burton and
Maureen Snook for another term of office on PCC, and Alan
Ely, Linda Knapp and Jo King as Deanery Synod reps. Please
pray for them and the existing PCC members as they serve us.

PRAYER POINTS

Mission News
Our mission focus this month
is the Northern Estates. As
long as the Pavilion remains
closed Flipside and the Cafe
and Toddler work there is on
pause. So too is our plan to
launch a mission church for
the area on Sunday
afternoons. Please join us
though for a Prayer Time
This Sunday hosted in
Zoom2 at 4pm. We shall
continue to pray for the area
and consider the next steps

●Robin , Mary Andy, Peter
and Barry, preaching and
leading this weekend.
● For our new PCC members
and churchwardens.
for our mission to this part
of our parish. Please join us
using the Zoom link if you
have any connections with
Bishopdown Farm,
Hampton Park, Riverdown
Park or Greentrees Schools.

John Read was a valued member of St. Andrews
congregation serving on the PCC. He could very often be
found in the churchyard keeping it looking beautiful and
having long chats with visitors or with people passing by.
He would help in the church where he could including cleaning
the brass and we will be indebted to him for providing the
lovely soft pew coverings earlier this year for us to sit
comfortably during the services. While his smile and happy
demeanour he will be greatly missed but he will not be
forgotten.
God Bless John and thank you.
Churchwardens

●For those on our Prayer
Chain:
making good progress please
pray for preparations for
coming home next week;
(Ken’s Cousin)
ongoing recovery;
(Jane’s dad) came home but
back in hospital;
back ‘home’ after time in
hospital;
recovering from back surgery.
● For Dean Winsley (whose
mother Maureen passed
away) and the family of
whose funeral is this
coming week.
● Yei Diocese
● For those who are vulnerable

DONATE
Please use the link below if
you would like to give to
Church or Mission funds or
speak to our treasurers.

Happy Birthday to
Ray Samways who
celebrated his 90th
Birthday on Thursday

Contacts
All enquiries and requests for support to Jane Holme:
church@stmarkstandrew.org or by calling 07933 952171
Prayer Chain: prayer@stmarkstandrew.org
Items for the Newssheet: news@stmarkstandrew.org
Parish Administrator Jane Holme: office@stmarkstandrew.org

If you would value prayer for
anything please send requests
to our prayer chain. This will
be shared with home group
leaders and passed to our
dedicated pray-ers. All details
will be treated respectfully.
prayer@stmarkstandrew.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Do pray for us and contact
the office with suggestions.

SALT - 2 November
Standing
Com - 14 Nov
Vicar - Andy Bousfield (07866 434117) vicar@stmarkstandrew.org
Churchwardens, St Mark’s - Jo King (320835), Sarah Hardy.
This link is for SALT &
Churchwardens, St Andrew’s - Sue Gallagher (332619),
MALT and PCC members.
Russell Jugg.
Breakfast@9 - RachelBeswick@gmail.com

“Cobra” Zoom1

Serving Jesus, each other, our world
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with God in 2020-2021?
SEE ST MARK’S WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS - WWW.STMARKSTANDREW.ORG
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Knowing God & Making God Known

GOD

ONE. STEP. FORWARD…
We all need a bit of a nudge, and coronavirus won’t stop us from keeping the
important things at the forefront in our lives as Christians. Here and at the St Mark’s
part of our parish website we list a number of ideas and resources that can support
you in your walk with Jesus. Please see the website for further links and updates.
Explore Jesus - How can I know if I am really a Christian at all?
This is the place to start. God has made you for a relationship with him. See the
website for a couple of links you could follow to explore Jesus’ his invitation to life,
hope, forgiveness and eternal love. But getting involved in any of the things listed on
this page will help you to discover where you are with God.
Join 'Dig Deeper' - A short course on getting the most out of the Bible
Five Tuesday evenings this Autumn with Phil Clements exploring ways to really hear
in Zoom.
God through his word,
Read the Bible - Commit to a daily reading plan and personal time with Jesus.
Sanctification doesn’t generally happen in leaps and bounds. It’s a constant, daily and
hourly process of God working in us, as we read his word, reflect, and pray. See the
website for some tips. See Andy for some materials to support you.
Explore Prayer - By joining ‘What happens when we pray’
Sunday evenings at 6pm with Jo King
- first meeting in Zoom but
maybe moving to St Mark’s. This will start as a book discussion group reading "What
happens when women pray" experimenting in praying the Evelyn Christensen way.
Join a Group - One of our many Housegroups that meet midweek.
This Autumn many of our housegroups will be following the Sunday series in 1
Thessalonians, but house groups are about far more than bible study, they are an
opportunity to process faith and life together with others who care about you. Please
see our housegroup list at the website and get in touch with Mary or a house group
leader to come along for a taster. Most of them are currently meeting in Zoom.
Explore Evangelism - Be inspired to share your faith along with others.
Andy will be hosting a group exploring the ideas in the book 'Natural Evangelism' by
and through the Winter and Spring on
J.John. One session
Zoom for anyone who knows in their heart that Jesus is good news for people but feels
unsure where to start and would value the support of others as we seek to do this.
Read 1-2-1 - And enjoy God’s word with others.
We all know the value of sharing a meal with others. Reading the Bible is similar to
eating food—we can do it alone, but we’re missing something if we never share it with
others. See some tips for getting started at the website.
Come and Pray - At St Mark’s 9.30am every Sunday and every First Wednesday of
the month for a new magazine-style prayer and sharing time 7.30-8.30pm on Zoom.
Journal with God - Try taking notes on sermons, and when meeting with God noting
reminders for reflection or sharing with others later in the week. See website for tips.

