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Church Life Matters 

September 2020 
United Benefice of Broughton Gifford, 

Great Chalfield & Holt St. Katharine 

A word from Andrew….. 
 

Are You Heartedly Fed-Up With The Ongoing Effects Of The 
Virus? 

Perhaps at first we thought that we would have to put up with a few 
months of lockdown and then things would return to normal. Now it is 
quite clear to all of us that this is going to be a long haul. Social distancing 
is very much still with us and staying safe has to be an important priority 
for us as churches.  I think it is important for us each to ask God what he 
wants us to focus on in this season, remembering that His hand is not 
shortened by Covid19. Ask that question of Him in your prayers until he 
tells you His answer. 

I think we also have a choice in our response to this virus, We can 
choose to focus on what we can't do or what we can do. If we focus on the 
former, we will have to learn to live with a lot of frustration. If the latter, 
maybe God will show us new ways of operating that can produce fruit in 
this season.  Larger gatherings are more problematic at present, and we're 
not allowed to sing. Smaller gatherings and those online are possible and 
are vital to the ongoing life of the church. 

Here are some things we can do: 

1.   Record a testimony of a way you have noticed God being active in your 
life. We want to keep posting these online, and there are people 
connecting with us online who would find your particular testimony 
helpful. If you want help with the process of making a recording, ask Lucy. 
A prayer that God has answered, a time when He used you to help 
someone, a way He's stepped in and changed things for you or someone 
you care about all make good testimonies. If you feel God isn't interacting 
with you like that, spend time daily looking at a bible passage and start to 
hear what God is saying to you, pose questions to God (write them down 
so you don't forget them) and keep asking till you receive your answer. 

2.   Ask God who He wants you to disciple. This is not beyond you. We 
have the discipleship series online for you to use. You can watch part of it 
with someone and then talk it over until it's embedded in their life 
(and yours!) 



 

02 News from All Saints – Great Chalfield    
 

The Quiet Garden  
 

Do you need ?   We offer 

Time to reflect,   Peace and stillness, 

Space to be alone,  Solitude, a beautiful garden, 

Somewhere to pray,  Someone to talk to, if you wish 

Someone to listen,   Shelter from the elements in the  

Or a quiet place?     medieval parish church and 

     tea  and coffee 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

Invited speakers 2020  (the Quiet Garden will not take place  

          in Sept) 

October 6th Ali Green 

November 3rd Local speaker 

December 1st Canon Roger Morgan 

•             Canon Roger Morgan is the Director of the Mathetes Trust 

•             Ali Green is a spiritual accompanier, priest and author 

The primary vision of the Trust is to initiate and resource a network of 
local opportunities for prayer, silence, reflection and appreciation of 
beauty; for learning about Christian life, spirituality, and for experiencing 
creativity and healing in the context of God’s love. 

Although the Quiet Garden is a Christian organisation, we welcome 
everyone.  There is no charge; however, a donation to cover our expenses 
is greatly appreciated. 

For more information please ring: 

Revd Ann Fielden (01225) 782509 or Anthony Matthew (01225) 782082 or 
email anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com  

3.   Invite someone to do Alpha online. I'm sure we've all had a faith conver-
sation with someone in this strange season. If they have some interest in ex-
ploring the faith, invite them to start a journey of exploration through Alpha 
and we'll put a group together.  

If we concentrate on what we can do, when we finally come through this 
season, our churches will come out stronger, fitter and bigger! 

With every  blessing!        Andrew 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

September Services 

In St Mary's and All Saints, we will put back the complete service structure in 
September. Whatever form the second Sunday service in BG takes, it will 
have to be in Church as the School hall is not open to us at present. 

At St Katharine's we will reinstate all the 10.30am services, but not the 9am 
or the evening services at present. Doing two services in one church in one 
day means Covid cleaning between services. We are also continuing to keep 
a weekly offering online since we want to cater for those who are not yet 
able to re-join us in our church buildings, and we want to continue to feed 
those who have joined us online. 

News from St Mary’s, Broughton Gifford  
 

Work is due to start on the church some time next 
week, but it appears that there is a heavy workload on 
contractors at the moment, which means that it is unlikely to finish until 
we are into the spring next year.  Whilst we have most of the money in 
place, and we have still to hear about one application for a grant that we 
have made, it has become very apparent that the grants we have received 
have been considerably lessened by the Covid-19 pandemic. Many 
charities have been diverting their money to support organisations that 
have particularly suffered as a result of this. For example the Lottery 
Heritage Fund, from whom we might normally expected help, recently 
announced that it had £92 million available - but not for capital projects. 
Because of this, we might have a funding shortfall of between five and ten 
thousand pounds. If you feel that you can help in some way, please contact 
Sarah (782241) or Christopher (782509). 



 

03  ECO CHURCH LETTER 

I have heard the last months described as the Corona-Coaster: a good 
description I feel for all of us as we have experienced the ups and downs, 
twists and turns of our daily lives. For me the one constant was the 
nurturing I felt within God’s Creation as the seasons unfolded and the 
grey turned to green, burgeoning with life. We met so many other folk 
out and about immersing themselves in our wonderful surrounding 
countryside and there was much talk about this sometimes new-found 
appreciation continuing and being a positive move in caring for God’s 
earth.  

Then the cork burst from the bottle and hoards of people not used to 
visiting our countryside and beaches came and left their litter with no 
thoughts of leaving the place as they found it. Now there is a new 
scourge of discarded blue plastic PPE. 

Where does this leave us and what is our role in this connection as 
Christians in this community? 

Over the last couple of years we have managed to gain a bronze Eco 
Church award. One area of focus is Lifestyle; how has ours been? While 
we are spending less time in church perhaps this is where our focus 
should be.   

In our still accessible grounds at St. Katharine’s we are making strides 
towards creating a more diverse area for wildlife in the lower churchyard. 
Chris Flannery and I have been popping down between the heat and rain 
to dig out the current rough vegetation which Anthony has now mown 
off. We have promises of a little help but could do with some more so we 
can be ready to sow wild flowers seeds in the autumn.  

Thank you to Alan and Joan Cottle for a little garden bench which will 
soon be ready. We want to create space for anyone to find peace for 
prayer and contemplation and where they can feel at one with nature. 

September is the church’s season of Creationtide. As nature around us 
changes again from summer to autumn, plants produce seed, swallows 
fly back to warmer climes and animals prepare for winter why not use 
the time to contemplate God’s role for you in caring for his creation. 

If you would like to join our gardening team, share your efforts or take a 
role in furthering this cause please get in contact via Lucy in the office. 
We look forward eagerly to hearing from you. 

Jane Scheuber 

As autumn approaches we see signs of the 
changing season, colour coming in the acer 
leaves and cooler mornings with quite heavy dew 
on some occasions.  Some of you will have in 
your own gardens, the stately spires of Acanthus 
Spinosus or to give it its common name bear’s 
breeches. It has been noted that bumble bees 
get trapped once they have entered the flowers 
and cannot retreat leading to their demise, with 
this in mind we cut down the flowering 
spikes a while ago and this autumn plan 
to eradicate the plants from where they 
have been spreading at an alarming rate. 
The phrase ‘garden thug’ comes to mind. 
We must protect our bees at all costs. 

Meanwhile general tidying carries on 
along with bird feeding. There were 
some beautiful orange berries on the 
honeysuckle near the front door recently 
and I had planned to take a photo on our 
next visit, however they had all been 
gobbled up by the blackbirds! There is a 
walnut tree surplus to requirements 
kindly planted in the wrong place by a 
squirrel, would anyone like to have it 
later in the season? We continue to enjoy the 
privilege of this peaceful outdoor space for which 
we give thanks.  

Happy gardening … best regards from      
Lynnette and Arthur  

Photo credit Keith Hamilton 

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride 

Saturday 12th September 2020 
Ride and Stride will be taking place this year on 
Saturday, 12th September. To find out more please 
contact Christopher Fielden 782509 or Annette Stone 
782610 if you are interested in taking part or if you wish 
to sponsor someone. The idea is to walk or cycle to the 
local Churches in the area and the distance walked is 
usually about 14 miles. The money raised will be in aid 
of the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust and the church 
you choose to support. St. Mary’s Church will be open 
from 10 am – 5.00 pm to welcome participants from 
other churches. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 
restrictions, refreshments will not be 
available.  St Katharine’s and All Saints will also be open 
for part of the day. 



 

04 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Services in Broughton Gifford, Great Chalfield and Holt 

 

 

Our online services will be continuing and you can find them      

on our YouTube channel  

Faith in our village 

Website: www.faithinourvillage.org 

Facebook: Faith in our Village 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 

Date Sunday Holt 
Broughton 

Gifford 
Great Chalfield 

6th  

Sept 

Thirteenth 
Sunday after 
Trinity 

10:30  

St K’s 
Together 

10:00  

Parish 
Communion  

18:00 
Evensong  

13th 

Sept 

Fourteenth 
Sunday after 
Trinity 

 10:30 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00  

Family Service 

10:00  

Holy 
Communion 

20th 

Sept 

Fifteenth   
Sunday after 
Trinity 

10:30 
Morning 
Worship 

10:00  

Parish 
Communion  

 10:00  

Matins 

27th 

Sept 

Sixteenth 
Sunday after 
Trinity 

 10:30  

Red Carpet 
Sunday & 
Harvest 

10:00  

Harvest 
Service 

10:00  

Holy 
Communion 

Benefice Office 

The Coach House, 386a Ham Green, Holt, BA14 6PZ 

Tel: 01225 782717 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 
www.faithinourvillage.org 

 

Andrew Evans, Rector of Benefice 01225 782289 or  

goodevansitsandrew@gmail.com (day off Friday) 

Ruth Mecredy, Assistant Priest 01225 783197 or mecredy@googlemail.com 

Helen Begley, Pioneer Minister 01225 783543 or begleyhelen4@gmail.com 

Ann Fielden, Retired Priest 01225 782509 or fieldenann@gmail.com 

Jenny Davis, Retired Priest 01225 866479 or post@jadavis.plus.com 

Katie Jackson, Curate  07306 023713 or katiejacks139@gmail.com 

Anthony Matthew, Licensed Lay Minister 01225 782082 or  

anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com 

Rachel Firth, Licensed Lay Minister 01380 871464 or 
rachel.firth@btconnect.com 

Lucy Waterman, Parish Safeguarding Representative 01225 782717 or 
united.benefice@outlook.com 

Ben Jarvis, Director of Music 

benjaminjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Thank you to those who have requested bank details to set up standing  

orders. The information needed is below: 

St Katharine's PCC        Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 01525597 

Broughton Gifford PCC  Sort code:  40 44 33     A/C: 51168657 

PCC of Great Chalfield:  Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 02075099  
 

Please send content for the October edition of CLM 

via email by Monday 21st September 

 
              @faithinourvillage                      @faithinourvillage 

http://www.faithinourvillage.org
mailto:united.benefice@outlook.com

