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The Parish of Louth and 
Deanery of Louthesk 
Weekly notes and information for  
4th October 2020: 17th Sunday after Trinity   www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk 

In all we do, we seek to live out Jesus’ command to draw close to the love of God in 
worship, and to share this by loving our neighbour 

 

Collect Prayer at Daily                                            
Prayer during the week 

LORD, we pray thee that 
thy grace may always 
prevent and follow us, 

and make us continually 
to be given to all good 
works; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Our churches: opening as places for prayer and 
reflection in our communities  

The Parish Church of Louth St James will be open for private prayer between 
10am and 4pm every day from Monday to Saturday  

Please see pages 2 and 3 for details of other churches that are open for private prayer across 
the Deanery of Louthesk  

http://www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk/
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DIARY OF PRAYER & WORSHIP THIS WEEK… 
Services marked * are streamed via www.facebook.com/louthchurch    

Sunday 4th             9 30am Morning Service at Great Carlton 
17th Sunday    10am HARVEST SUNG EUCHARIST at St James’ (Nave)*  

Trinity     Psalm 19,                                                             Missa simplex Plainsong 

                        Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Philippians 3.4b-14; Matt. 21.33-end 
                                                                               The Bread of Life Lole 
     10am Holy Communion at North Thoresby  
    10am Utterby is open for private prayer until 12 noon  
                                        10am Morning Service at Fulstow 
    10 30am Morning Service at Grimoldby 
                                        11am Parish Mass at Ludford 
    11 15am Eucharist at Legbourne  
    3pm  Fotherby is open for private prayer until 5pm 
                                        6pm  Harvest Festival at Marshchapel 
    6pm  HARVEST EVENSONG at St James’ (Nave)* 
      Plainsong Resp.    Ps. 136 
                                                                                       Canticles with fauxbourdons Morley (Set I) 
      Proverbs 2.1-11; 1 John 2.1-17    
                                                                                       Thou visitest the earth Greene             Now the green blade riseth Trad. 

Monday 5th           9 15am  MATINS at St James’ (Nave)  
      Psalm 71; 1 Kings 21; Acts 21.37-22.21 

    10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm   

Tuesday 6th        9 15am  MORNING PRAYER at St James’ (Nave)* 
      Psalm 73, 150; 1 Kings 22.1-28; Acts 22.22-23.11  

    10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm 
                                        11am HOLY COMMUNION at St James’ (Nave)* 
    11 45am Praying with the Bible (Lectio Divina) 

                                                                  Go to: www.zoom.us/join or ‘phone  0203 481 5240, and enter 
      the Meeting ID: 847 0617 4009 and Password: 562604.  
                                        7pm            Centering Prayer Group at St James’ 

Wednesday 7th   9 15am  MATINS at St James’ (Nave)* 
                                                                                       Psalm 77; 1 Kings 22.29-45; Acts 23.12-end 

    10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm 
    10am Shine drop-in at Trinity Centre  
                                        12 30pm Wedding at Binbrook  
                                        1pm  Grimoldby open for private prayer until 3pm 
    1pm  Legbourne open for private prayer until 2 30pm 
    2pm   Welton le Wold open for private prayer ‘til 3pm 
                                        4 15pm  Boys Chorister Training at St James’  
    5 30pm  Girls Chorister Training at St James’ 

http://www.facebook.com/louthchurch
http://www.zoom.us/join
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    6 30pm Choir Rehearsal at St James’  
    7 30pm COMPLINE at St James’ (Nave)* 

Thursday 8th         9 15am  MATINS at St James’ (Nave)*  
      Psalm 78.1-39; 2 Kings 1.2-17; Acts 24.1-23 

    10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm 
    10am Nth S’cotes open for private prayer until 12noon 
                                        11am  Mass at St Michael’s    

Friday 9th               9 15am  MATINS at St James’ (Nave)* 
      Psalm 55; 2 Kings 2.1-18; Acts 24.24-25.12 

    10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm  
  

Saturday 10th       10am St James’ open for private prayer until 4pm 
    12 30pm MIDDAY PRAYER at St James’           

Sunday 11th             8 45am Matins at Wold Newton 
18th Sunday    10am SUNG EUCHARIST at St James’ (Nave)*  

Trinity     Psalm 106.1-6, 19-23,                                        Missa simplex Plainsong 

                        Exodus 32.1-14; Philippians 4.1-9; Matt. 22.1-14 
     10am Morning Service at North Thoresby  
    10am Morning Service at Utterby  
                                        10am Holy Communion at Welton-le-Wold 
    10 30am Holy Communion at Manby 
                                        10 30am Morning Service at Grimoldby 
                                        10 30am Parish Mass at Binbrook 
                                        11am Holy Communion at North Somercotes 
    11 15am Matins at Legbourne  
    3pm  Evensong at Fotherby 
    6pm  EVENSONG at St James’ (Nave)* 
      Plainsong Resp.    Ps. 139.1-18 
      Proverbs 3.1-18; 1 John 3.1-18    
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An Order of Service for the Eucharist this Sunday 
 We open our hearts to God, that we might be transformed by his love 

 We listen to God’s Word, and seek to find out how we may grow to understand God’s will 
for us more fully 

 We gather around the table to share a symbolic meal, a meal that joins us with our 
brothers and sisters throughout the world; the saints who have lived in all times and places 

 We pray that we go out as lights that shine with God’s love wherever we might go 

The Gathering 
The GREETING and PREPARATION 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Together we pray… 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

As the Ministers enter, organ music may be played or a psalm sung. 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

 and also with you. 
 

The PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
A Minister introduces the Prayers of Penitence.    

[My brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ 
     in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess our sins:] 
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and against our 
neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, through 
ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We have wounded 
your love, and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness to 
walk as children of light. Amen. 

 

The Priest pronounces Absolution. 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 
in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   Amen. 
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We say the GLORIA, a Song of Praise written by the early Christians 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

 

The COLLECT prayer 
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find 
their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us 
at last to your heavenly city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
A reading from the book Exodus. Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no 
other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six 
days you shall labour and do all your work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You 
shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all 
the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You 
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to 
the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 
upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



6 

New Testament Reading: Philippians 3.4b-14 

A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Phillippians.  If anyone else has reason to be 

confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever 
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not 
that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 21.33-end  
Reader: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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There will be a HOMILY and period for reflection, after which the service continues with the 
NICENE CREED: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. 
Amen. 

 

The INTERCESSIONS, which may include the following bidding and response: 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer 
And may end with: 
 Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers,  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The PEACE 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

A CHANT may be sung, as gifts are brought up and the altar is prepared.  
 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
The prayer at this point may include the following response: 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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The EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
The president praises God for his mighty acts, ending with: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The president recalls the Last Supper, after which the following acclamation may be used:  
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond boldly  
Amen. 

 

We sit or kneel for the LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
 Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 

The GIVING OF COMMUNION 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

  Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The AGNUS DEI 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Communion is distributed.  
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The PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION.   
The priest leads the congregation in prayer: 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make us 
continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Following this prayer, all join in: 
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all peoples. 
Amen. 

          The Dismissal 
We stand, and the priest proclaims God’s BLESSING and we are sent into His world… 

[Christ, whose glory is in the heavens, fill this house and illuminate your hearts;]  
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

We stand as the Ministers leave. 
 
Common Worship and New Patterns for Worship, material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 

2002. 
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Matins and Evensong: An Order of Service 

If used in the context of a family or household the words in bold are said by all.  If said alone, 
all words are spoken by the individual praying.   

Along with this order of service you will need a Bible for the psalm and readings.  Details of 
which psalm and readings to use are found on pages 2 and 3. 

If the service forms the only, or the main, act of worship on a Sunday in a parish church, then 
the Minister everyone to reflect on those things that distance us from God and, after a pause 
for reflection, we join in the Prayer of Confession, which is followed by a prayer of absolution 
or forgiveness: 

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like 
lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We 
have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have 
done; And there is no health in us.  But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable 
offenders. Spare thou them, O God, that confess their faults. Restore thou them that 
are penitent; According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our 
Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name.  Amen. 

 

At other time the service may be begin with the opening responses: 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouths shall shew forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's name be praised. 

The Word of God 
Say or recite the Venite, Exultemus Domino (Psalm 95, at Matins) and the appointed Psalm(s).  
The Psalm(s) end with the ‘Gloria patri’: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

A Reading from The Old Testament. (See pages 2 and 3 for details) 
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Say or sing the Canticle; either the Benedictus (at Matins) or Magnificat (at Evening Prayer): 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for 
he hath visited and redeemed his 
people; And hath raised up a mighty 
salvation for us: in the house of his 
servant David; As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets: which 
have been since the world began; That 
we should be saved from our enemies: 
and from the hands of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our 
forefathers: and to remember his holy 
covenant; To perform the oath which 
he sware to our forefather Abraham: 
that he would give us; That we being 
delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies: might serve him without fear; 
In holiness and righteousness before 
him: all the days of our life. 
And thou child shalt be called the 
Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord to pre 
pare his ways; To give knowledge of 
salvation unto his people: for the 
remission of their sins, Through the 
tender mercy of our God: whereby the 
day-spring from on high hath visited 
us; To give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death: 
and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of 
his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth: all generations shall call 
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me: and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations. He hath 
shewed strength with his arm: he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat: and hath 
exalted the humble and meek. He hath 
filled the hungry with good things: and 
the rich he hath sent empty away. He 
remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for 
ever.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen.- 

 

A Reading from The New Testament. (See pages 2 and 3 for details) 
 

At Evening Prayer, we also say the Nunc Dimittis: 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine 
eyes have seen: thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all 
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 
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The Creed 
You may wish to stand to say the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth: 

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead and buried. 
 He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 

The Prayers 

The Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer and Prayers: 
The Lord be with you. 

 And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
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These Prayers end with one or more Collects for the Day (see the front over) and the following 
morning or evening Collects: 

O God, who art the author of peace and 
lover of concord, in knowledge of whom 
standeth our eternal life, whose service is 
perfect freedom; defend us thy humble 
servants in all assaults of our enemies; 
that we, surely trusting in thy defence, 
may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day; 
defend us in the same with thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day we fall 
into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger, but that all our doings may be 
ordered by thy governance, to do always 
that is righteous in thy sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; give unto thy servants that 
peace which the world cannot give; that 
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that, by thee, 
we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.   
 Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, 
O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

A time for Reflection 
After any further prayers, there may be a time for reflection including the singing of an 
anthem.  If using this material at home, you may find this a good time to play a piece of 
recorded music or listen to one of the podcasts/video meditations. 

The Conclusion 
The service ends with either a Blessing, or by praying the Grace: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost 
be with us now and evermore.  Amen. 

 

Before the ending of the day 
Latin hymn translated by J. M. Neale 

 

 Before the ending of the day, Creator of the world, we pray   
 That with thy wonted favour thou Wouldst be our guard and keeper no  
 

 From all ill dreams defend our eyes from nightly fears and fantasies; 

Tread under foot our ghostly foe, That no pollution we may know. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, through Jesus Christ, thine only Son; 

Who with the Holy Ghost and thee, doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 
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Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence number 1072098 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S PSALM AND HOMILY 
Psalm: 19 
 

Caeli enarrant 
THE heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
2 One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another. 
3 There is neither speech nor language : but their voices are heard among them. 
4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their words into the ends of the world. 
5 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. 
6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it 
again : and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart : the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : the judgements of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, 
and the honey-comb. 
11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and in keeping of them there is great reward. 
12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse thou me from my secret faults. 
13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion over me : so 
shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart : be alway acceptable in thy 
sight, 
15 O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 
 

Homily 
This parable is perhaps one of the most difficult to read - the violence and horror we see 
occurring to the vineyard owner’s servants and his son is shocking. Those who first heard the tale 
are appalled by the story and righteously offer their view on the justice that must fall on these evil 
tenants - “He will put those wretches to a miserable death”. Of course the real shock occurs 
when, for seemingly the first time, the Pharisees understand what it is that Jesus is saying. It 
dawns on them that they have just condemned themselves. They are the tenants who have been 
given the vineyard and Jesus makes clear that they have rejected the servants of the owner and 
his son - Jesus himself. The Chief Priests and the Pharisees had been given authority over the 
people of Israel, they had been given all that they needed - provided for by a loving God. And yet, 
in their arrogance and corruption had begun to think that this was their own land and their own 
people. They had begun to recognise how nice life could be when they were in charge, how comfy 
it was to be in a position of privilege and so they had lost sight of the true owner of the vineyard, 
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they had stopped listening to his words and they had set themselves in his place. In condemning 
the tenants in the parable, they realise that they have spoken against themselves and they aren’t 
happy about it and they begin their plotting.  
 
We ourselves can all too easily fall into the same trap - from our vantage point as readers of the 
story we can take smug satisfaction in seeing the pharisees point out their own faults. The shock 
occurs for us, when we realise that we have acted in the same way. As the church, the people of 
God, have we become, at times, the tenants in the story? Have we enjoyed our place in society? 
Have we set ourselves up as the moral arbiters of the world around us, tutting at others without 
taking time to examine ourselves? Have we decided that the owner is far away and this is our 
show now? Perhaps not explicitly, perhaps we wouldn’t phrase it quite like that - but if we’re 
honest, it is all too easy to fall into that trap. 
 
Taking a more literal reading first - the vineyard we have been given is the earth. God set 
humanity in his garden and asked them to steward it.  As our understanding of the climate crisis 
grows, it is only too obvious to recognise that we have failed in our task. The world we were given 
is in a catastrophic state because of our greed and short sightedness. It goes deeper too, God has 
placed us as his people on earth and given us the task of bringing his Kingdom to fruition in the 
world. If we are honest, we have messed that up too. On an institutional level it is perhaps easier 
to take this realisation, but if we are really honest, if we are willing to be uncomfortable in front 
of the mirror for a moment, we probably all know that as individuals we have fallen prey to the 
same sin. We’ve all been given our own vineyards - the people, relationships and circumstances of 
our lives that God has entrusted to our care.  These vineyards are where we are to reveal the 
presence and life of God, to produce the fruits of the kingdom.  Yet, we so easily set ourselves up 
as ruler and seek our own way. 
 
What do we do with this realisation? When confronted with uncomfortable truths will we, like the 
pharisees begin our plotting? Or can we take a different approach? Jesus quotes a psalm - the 
stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  
God, in his goodness, has made a way for us. In his wisdom, the very rejection of his son will 
become the centre of his salvation plan.  In rejecting Jesus and putting him to death, God’s plan 
for redemption is put in motion. The death of Jesus, the cross, provides for us a path to 
forgiveness. God is the God of grace and mercy, even in the darkest circumstance, even in the 
midst of our rejection God makes away for restoration.  
 
The question we are left with is this - will we exclude ourselves from the fruit of the Kingdom by 
rejecting the offer of salvation or will we repent.? Will we turn from our ways and come to Jesus 
who has so mercifully offered redemption? Jesus offers us the opportunity to say sorry, but more 
than that, in salvation he offers us a role as partners - he offers us the chance to really be 
transformed. He offers us a role as those who work with him to bring the fruits of his Kingdom to 
life. We are offered work again - to be those who grow the fruit of the Kingdom, and enjoy the 
bounty of life in God’s vineyard, not as servants but as friends. What amazing grace! Let’s return 
to him again and offer ourselves once more as workers in his vineyard growing the fruits of the 
Kingdom to share with those around. 
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Homily Reflection 
 

 Where do we recognise in our own lives that we have become like the evil tenants? 

 How can we repent of our role in the climate crisis, recognising that we have not 
stewarded God’s world well? 

 What does it feel like to remember that even as we rejected God, he has made a way 
for us? 

 What vineyard has God given us to work in? Have we forgotten the vineyard owner at 
times? 

 How can we see more of the growth of the Kingdom and its fruit in our lives? 

 Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What 
is it?  

 What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what 
you have heard today? #everydayfaith 

 
 

NOTES AND NOTICES 
Changes to weekday evening services 
From this week the evening prayer groups run by James Hunter (a Roman Catholic deacon 
serving the area) will be restarting on alternate Tuesday and Thursday evenings.  To 
accommodate this (and other possible evening activities in church), Compline will in future be 
sung at 7 30pm every Wednesday evening. 
 

In our prayers this week…  

All those affected by the current pandemic 
The Sick and those in need: Peggy Baillie, Richard Beecroft, e2.Anne-Marie Bidwell, Helen Blakey, Ivy Carter, 
Paul Clifford, Ed Cox, Hildegard Detmeer-Beecroft, Rosemary Huke, Derwent Levick, Christina Livesey, Roly 
Livesey, Mal Locking,  Anna Mamwell, Alan Pounds, Sylvia Pounds, Eileen Robinson, Marjorie Spendlow, Enid 
Spicer, Joyce Terrett, John Troughton, Charles Wakeley, Pauline Watson, Stuart Watson 
Those who have died: June Sutherland, Arthur Williams, Janet Bradley, Barbara Gill, Gillian Walkinshaw 

 

PARISH AND DEANERY CONTACTS 
At this time, if you are aware of anyone in urgent pastoral need please e-mail 

louthparishpastoral@gmail.com or ‘phone 07901 852198, 07500 965321 or 07734 871159. 

                  
     Deanery Office  01507 610247            Trinity Centre  01507 605803 

                        louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org               trinity@teamparishoflouth.org.uk 
For Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and other 

enquiries 
                  For matters relating to activities at Trinity 
                                                Centre 

 
Safeguarding concerns 01507 610752 

For information about how to respond to safeguarding concerns,  
or for sources of support, please see Safeguarding Notices in church porches 

www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk  
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