
Collect, Readings and Reflection for 11 October 2020, 
the 18th Sunday after Trinity 
 

Collect (the Church’s prayer for today): 
 

God, our judge and saviour, 
teach us to be open to your truth 
and to trust in your love, 
that we may live each day 
with confidence in the salvation which is given 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Readings: Isaiah 25:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
 

This week’s reflection is by Duncan Stow from Cragg Baptist Church/ Horsforth Churches 
Together:  
 

Many are invited but few are chosen 
 

Our Gospel reading today is all about invitations. 
 

We are not getting many invitations at the moment but let’s remember a time when we 
did.  There are some invitations I loved to receive: a party invite, a wedding invite, a 
house-warming or even better an invitation to watch Leeds United at the pub.  Some 
invitations I like less: the invite to the church cleaning day or to watch Manchester Utd.  
 

Each invitation comes some expectations, or a cost and a choice.  Weddings inevitably fall 
on Saturdays and that meant missing Cricket – a difficult choice. Some parties have a 
dress code that means ironing my shirt – now where do we put the Iron?  Worse still, a 
fancy-dress party and the discomfort of feeling out of my comfort zone at a terrible cost 
to my sense of being in control.  No matter how lovely the invitation there are always 
reasons why we might say no.  In the parable Jesus states some responses made: some 
refused to come; others paid no attention; others busied themselves – quick let us get off 
to the fields. 
 

To say no to an invitation would be seen as is a slur on the importance to us of the 
inviter.  There is a moment, a point when we accept an invitation, when, what we are 
communicating is, the person who is inviting us is important to us.  As Jesus tells this 
parable he is suggesting that for many of the listeners, God is no longer most important 
to them.  The context of both passages is that God’s people have forgotten who they 
really are and who they are called to be. 
 

Isaiah is prophesying that God is about to send His people into exile, but listen, he will 
bring them back.  Isaiah is pronouncing God’s judgement on Israel, but telling them that 
when he restores them to the land they will then know in their hearts who God really is 
and, significantly, who they are supposed to be as his people. 
 

The parable of the wedding banquet in Matthew’s narrative shows Jesus fronting up the 
religious establishment of his day.  God and His kingdom was breaking out in front of 



them and yet they were too dull of heart to see it.  They were missing the point, missing 
their purpose, and going to miss out on the ‘party’. 
 

Set within Holy Week, Matthew describes: when children have sang hosannas; when 
Jesus has turned the tables in the temple; when blind and lame have been healed; the fig 
tree cursed because it bore no fruit.  When the builders, Israel’s leaders were rejecting 
Jesus, they were tripping on the very cornerstone that they were meant to build their 
lives on whilst tax collectors and prostitutes were entering God’s kingdom ahead of 
them.  God’s people were missing the point, missing their purpose.  They are missing out 
on the party that the King has invited them too. 
 

Getting our priorities right.  I wonder how often we sometimes get our priorities wrong 
and miss out on the good things which God wants for us? 
 

There is a simplicity in the Christian walk – we can travel a long way by just following the 
command to love our neighbour.  I have been struck by how small acts of kindness 
offered with great love have meant so much to me, such as the neighbour who did our 
shopping and put in an extra bag full of chocolate.  The person who fixed my broken bike.  
In those acts of simple love, I experience the kingdom of God. 
 

God’s passion for all to be at the banquet is clear.  He sends his servants in waves to take 
his invitation.  First, they refused the servants invitation, then they ignored it.  Then they 
mistreated the servants, then they took them and killed the servants. 
 

There is just a little bit of the Christian walk which can be troublesome, excruciatingly 
hard.  It’s the narrow path that if we don’t take leads us to lose the point and if we do 
take frees us to be God’s people.  “Many are invited but few are chosen” is rightly an 
uncomfortable, troubling phrase especially when it comes from the lips of Jesus. 
 

For 20 plus years I led assemblies at Horsforth School – a simple recipe for engagement 
was to get some volunteers to the front. Who would like to play a game?  Hands shot up 
– but always some shot up in way that they were difficult to ignore.  I knew they really 
wanted to be involved.  They were all invited – but only a few convinced me they wanted 
to be part of what I was planning.  Only a few convinced me whatever I might ask they 
would give it a go.  Only a few would take part with total abandonment that everyone 
would enjoy themselves.  They were all invited but only a few did I choose. 
 

The listeners to the parable were hearing, we are all invited to be part of the kingdom of 
heaven, but we will be chosen somehow according to our response to that invitation. 
 

As Isaiah was promising God’s restoration to come after His people had been sent into 
exile, he was saying that they would see him for who he was and would proclaim: 
 

“You have been a refuge for the poor, 
a refuge for the needy in their distress, 
a shelter from the storm 
and a shade from the heat.” 

Isaiah 25:4 
 

 



And the invitation to join the King’s banquet comes with a cost.  It is to say that we too 
want with all our hearts to be a refuge for the poor; a shelter to those who are in a storm 
of life; and shade from the heat; to invest ourselves in the homeless and refugees; or to 
go out of our way to support those in family crisis or where work has turned sour. 
 

Our story – sees people running away from this invitation, ignoring it, getting busy so 
they don’t have to address it.  Worst still silencing the invitation so that cannot upset or 
offend them any longer.  Why would people so easily reject Kings wonderful invitation to 
the banquet? 
 

Well it is because it includes a response.  To part of the kingdom is to want to become 
more and more like the King. 
 

CS Lewis’ book, The Great Divorce, was originally meant to be called Going Home.  Lewis 
depicts a number of characters who are given the invitation to journey from the grey 
town (hell) to the beautiful majestic mountains ahead where all live in happy humility 
worshiping God.  He exposes the struggle of the heart to accept the invitation, summed 
up by some who say, “Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven.” 
 

To accept God’s wonderful invitation, we must let go of our great vanity, pride and make 
a painful surrender for our will to live not for our glory but for God’s.  We then receive 
the joyful freedom that flows from knowing ourselves as His children. 
 

The kingdom of heaven is where the 
desires to love your neighbour and love 
your God above all things are the desires in 
people’s hearts.  It is a kingdom to which 
everyone is invited but not everyone can 
bring themselves to accept that invitation.  
In a final twist the King finds someone 
without wedding clothes.  The King throws 
them out to where there is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  The kingdom has no 
room for pretenders.  
 

Unlike an invitation to fancy dress party, we cannot pretend to be someone we are not.  
Only like those children in the assembly hall who willing commit themselves fully; only by 
being authentic followers of Christ will we be chosen and able to really enjoy the banquet 
of heaven. 
 

Amen  


