
News and Notices: 

Worship Pattern Morning Worship will 
continue at 10.15am every Sunday at The 
Church of the Ascension with a live-stream via 
YouTube. The Family Service will continue on 
the last Sunday of the month at 12noon.  
The Church building is open for private 
prayer, Wednesdays 4.00pm - 5.00pm. 
THURSDAYS 
Do take the opportunity to pray, talk, study 
and reflect together with other members of 
Ascension Stirchley each Thursday.  
10.15am Morning Prayer 
11.00am Place of Welcome 
7.30pm   DIscipleship Group 
8.30pm   Night Prayer 
Zoom links are available - do ask. 
Discipleship Small Group Gathering  
This is a very relaxed group. The conversation 
is themed each week, alternating between: 
A study of the Acts of the Apostles      and 
"Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit" by 
Christopher J.H.Wright. 
Prayer: https://pray-as-you-go.org 

God of Mission
who alone brings growth to your Church
Send your Holy Spirit to give

vision to our planning 
wisdom to our actions
and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow
in numbers
in spiritual commitment to you
and in service to our local community

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,

and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Keeping in Touch You can find this sheet on 
www.ascensionstirchley.com
Ascension Stirchley is committed to the 
safeguarding of children, young people and 
adults. Our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, is 
Maureen Collins. 
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Sunday 
20th September
Trinity 15

Finding Hidden Treasure
Growing Community Together

Greetings! 
Peace be with you! 

10.15am Morning Worship
at The Church of the Ascension and

https://youtu.be/AdIeBn8lanQ 

11.30am  Coffee over Zoom
Zoom Meeting ID:

Password: available - do ask
Let us be united in prayer and worship, 

held close in prayer and in God’s loving hands 
distanced though we are physically.

Please pray for:
Jacquie, Sheena, Julie, Mandi-Rose
For the areas of the world where climate 
injustice, racial injustice and economic injustice 
all combine to burden and oppress peoples.
Local schools, colleges and universities.
For chaplains in education, and particularly for 
David in his chaplaincy at Birmingham City 
University.
For government, both national and local, in 
these unprecedented times.
All who would usually gather at Place of 
Welcome, Little Pineapples, YouthZone & 
15-17s, and for ‘virtual gatherings’.
For Martin Woodruff, as he leaves his post as 
Head of Youth Work at Riverside Church, giving 
thanks for all that he has has contributed to 
Pineapple Youth Project
For both RIverside Church and Ascension 
Stirchley as we seek to appoint new workers to 
work with local young people.
Give thanks for all who hold us in prayer.

THIS WEEK
Catherine will continue to pray Morning Prayer on 
Wed & Fri at 9.15am. On Tuesday at 9.15am and 
Thursday at 10.15am we will pray Morning Prayer 
together over Zoom. You can pray at home on 
the ‘Daily Prayer’ app or you can find it at:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-
and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
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Music as we prepare for worship
Song: I, the Lord of sea and sky  
https://youtu.be/h82lkLrFKxc

Collect
God, who in generous mercy 
sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church 
in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent
in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith 
and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Philippians 1.21-end
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the 
Philippians.

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I 
am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am 
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may 
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ 
Jesus when I come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I 
will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for 
the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this 
is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only 
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him 
as well— since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that 
I still have.

Matthew 20: 1 - 16
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples, ’For the kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire labourers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
market-place; and he said to them, “You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.” So they went. When he 
went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, “Why 
are you standing here idle all day?” They said 
to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said 
to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 
When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 
labourers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.” 
When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. 
Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, “These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of 
them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give 
to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?” So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.’

Hymn
Take my life and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days;
let them flow in endless praise,

Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee,

Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee,

Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee,

Frances K Havergal
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