
 

The 15th Sunday after Trinity 
and the 26th Sunday of our time  

of social distancing and isolation 
Welcome to you all to this Post 31. Further restrictions are being imposed around the country as the 
virus spikes again; just what we didn’t want to hear. Reasons for the latest outbreaks are as numerous 
as the stars, betraying a certain impatience by us human beings to get back to how we were and ‘Why 
can’t others behave and do as they are told?’ Today’s readings and reflection are a timely reminder 
that we are all in this together and none comes before or after anyone else in the sight of God. 
 
 

 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in 
service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 

 

For the Christian community 
We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own 
safety: 
we are people who protect our 
neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving, 
wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us. 
 



The biblical readings set for today: 

Jonah 3:10 – 4:11 
Jonah was angry that the people of Nineveh had actually listened to his message and repented of 
their past wrongdoing. He wanted them punished, not forgiven. That did not reflect God’s Kingdom 
values and generous love for all who repent. 
 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Christians are called to work together in the service of the generous God who has given them faith 
and salvation. 
 
Matthew 20:1-16 
Those who had laboured longest in the vineyard were angry that the latecomers were given the 
same reward. Like the generous landowner, God chooses to bless equally all who serve their Lord, 
however long it takes them to sign up. 

 

REFLECTION: 
 

The glorious love of God for all 
Well here we are at Week 31 as we continue on our Christian journey. But it's not just about 
moving on, we are also called to reflect on things as we go along.  And on the face of it, our 
Gospel story this week can appear quite contentious. 
 
Here's this landowner requiring labour to pick his grapes.  So, he goes into the market place 
where unemployed labourers are congregating and he arranges to take them on at the usual 
daily rate, so off they go to the vineyard.  But as the morning goes on, he realises he hasn't 
enough staff to get all the grapes picked.  Grapes are perishable and so need to be 
processed within a fairly tight timescale.  He then goes back to the marketplace where other 
labourers have turned up and takes them on.  Again, at the proper rate.  And he does the 
same later in the day when he still thinks he hasn't enough staff to get the job done. 
 

Then at the end of the day when all the grapes have 
been picked everyone lines up to be paid.  The ones 
who have been there all day come first.  As it says they 
have worked through the heat of the day.  And they 
receive the proper day rate.  So far so good.  Then 
those who came a few hours later line up.  They would 
have expected less because they worked for fewer 
hours but the landowner gives them the same as 
those who had worked all day.  Naturally, they were 
delighted by this and even more so when those who 
had come in mid-afternoon received the same too. 

 
But those who had worked all-day were less pleased.  This isn't fair they said.  We worked all 
day for our pay but this other lot turned up later and get the same as us. 
 



But the landowner, saw it another way.  So, he says to those who worked all day.  Look we 
agreed a rate for the job and that's what I paid you, so why are you complaining?  Can't I do 
what I like with my own money? 
The difficulty here is that society was changing in our Lord's day.  The peasant farmers each 
tilling their own small bit of land had been bought out by the big landowners, who 
employed hired hands to work the fields. But the problem was that there wasn't enough 
work to go round.  No work meant no money so that the labourers and their families could 
potentially starve.  Far from being wrong, this landowner appears to be far sighted.  He was 
aware of the endemic poverty and clearly felt it was his responsibility to do what he could to 
help.  Hence the same pay all round.  At least all his labourers and their families would get a 
little money. 
 
But this story also goes further.  It tells us how God behaves too.  At times we can all be like 
those labourers who arrived after the heat of the day had passed.  When others had 
laboured to keep things going but we are able to receive all the benefits.  But God 
fortunately doesn't differentiate between us.  He welcomes us all to his kingdom both here 
on earth and later in Heaven.  So, thank God for a gracious, generous and forgiving Father. 
 
God bless you all and stay safe. 

Robert 
 
 
A Man Owned a Vineyard 
You might like to sing this to yourself (or the street if you have the courage!). It goes to the 
to the tune for the hymn - ‘To God be the glory’ 
 

A man owned a vineyard and needed a crew 
To tend to his land — there was plenty to do. 
He called out to people downtown in the square, 
"Come work hard all day and I'll pay you what's fair." 
God, you call, and you send; there is work here to do. 
There's your whole world to tend; may we garden for you! 
O Lord, in your vineyard may we seek to be 
The workers who tend to your justice and peace. 

 
He went back a number of times on that day; 
He called to new workers and promised fair pay. 
Can we but imagine those first workers' rage 
When all those who laboured received the same wage? 
God, the gift, of your grace, comes as quite a surprise. 
For your mercies embrace even latecomers' lives. 
May all who have worked long and hard humbly learn: 
Your grace is a gift and not something we earn. 

 
He called the complainers and said, "This is true — 
That I kept my word and I gave you your due. 
I share with compassion; I'm loving and kind. 



I care for all people and give what is mine!" 
God you give, what is yours, more than what we deserve; 
May we reach out in love where you call us to serve. 
May we who have witnessed your grace gladly share 
Your justice and love with your world everywhere. 

 
Text: Copyright © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Biblical Reference: Matthew 20:1-16 
Tune: William Howard Doane, 1875 ("To God Be the Glory") 

 
 
 
 

Down To Earth... 
 

…on the farm at Stewton 
This week the weather has been very kind to us, and we 
have got on well with harvest.  Today there is a definite 
Autumn chill in the air ‘a sign of things to come’ 
  
 
Crop inspection is carried out on a daily basis each 
morning. This helps to catch problems early.  I know 
some of you were upset about the failed rape last week, 
so to cheer you here is a photo of the second field we 
drilled which shows a lovely crop in rows.    The failed 
field will be worked and hopefully re-drilled with winter 
wheat in the coming weeks.  There is sometimes no 
accounting for nature but you accept what is!  
  

 
 

I attach a picture of my farming companion  
who accompanies me on the crop inspections, 
rain or shine,  
She is very good at keeping the pigeons  
off the rape which will be our winter problem.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Just a reminder that some have 
requested a calendar for the month 
ahead so here it is. 
 
The Church Community Calendar 
for the month ahead with the readings as 
set for the day. 
 
The Church of England, the Methodist 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church 
all have more or less an identical 
calendar with readings (or lectionary) 
that cover a 3 year pattern. 2019-2020 
has been Year A, reading through the 
Gospel of St Matthew.  
Year B, 2020-2021 (reading through St 
Mark’s Gospel) begins on Advent 
Sunday.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please don’t forget that if you feel the need to join a ‘live’ congregation for worship, whether it 

be the Eucharist or Morning or Evening Prayer then St James in Louth is open and ready to 

receive you, as are other churches in the deanery. If you want more information about times etc 

then please go to the website: 

www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk 

 

September 2020 

27th  Trinity 16 
(29th St Michael and All Angels) 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-end 
Psalms 25:1-8 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

October 
4th  Trinity 17 - HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 

11th  Trinity 18 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 
18th  Trinity 19 & St Luke 
 Isaiah 45:1-7 

Psalm 96:1-9 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Those known to us who have asked for our prayers, 
 whether affected by affected by COVID-19 or not:. 

 
Claire 

Joyce Terrett 
John Pinchbeck who has died and his wife Margaret and their family 

David Barker 
Ed Cox 

Paul Clifford 
Nadine & William 

Denise 
Caroline 

Trevor & Gladys (who have died of the virus) 
Pray for our nurseries, schools, colleges and universities as children and young people return to their 
education. 
Continue to pray for the people of Lebanon & The Yemen. 
The number of cases of Covid-19 is rising again but the death is relatively low. Local spikes are 
happening and communities facing renewed local lockdown. We hold in our prayers those 
charged with making decisions for the wellbeing of the whole country, walking the fine line 
between the danger of spreading the virus and getting the economy going. 
The inability to join for worship has taught us how much we take each other, and our community, 
for granted - even those very different from ourselves. We pray for each other.  
As we all learn to live in a world irrevocably changed, may we have the vision to see God’s 
purpose in how we must change to live in it to his Glory.  
 As life returns to a kind of normal, may we all be ready for the new normal rather than simply 
wanting the past to be restored.  
We pray we may all more fully understand our responsibility to support the church with all the 
gifts God has given to each of us. 
We continue to pray for those suffering the after effects of the virus and the bereaved. 
We remember too all health care workers and essential workers who keep our daily life going. 
Pray for displaced people with no refuge or way to self-isolate and the poorest of the poor living 
in townships and favellas around the world and for countries facing financial ruin.  
We hold in our prayers the refugees on the Greek island of Lesbos and others in a similar plight. 
Pray for the mental health of those still living in fear and isolation, the vulnerable, separated 
from friends, families and loved ones. 
Pray for those at risk of domestic abuse and violence. 
Pray for those facing huge risks to their employment, income and domestic stability. 
Pray for scientists and the medical profession working to identify a vaccine and methods to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 2020 

As Harvest Thanksgiving approaches (October 4th) we are reminded that the 

use of the church building at Stewton is out of the question. It is traditional to 

bring gifts of the harvest to church at such times as this. May we suggest that 

this year we all make an extra effort to make those gifts available locally by 

taking them straight to the Louth Food Bank at The Trinity Centre, which for 

many of us is much more convenient than taking them to Stewton. The 

demand for goods is at a tolerable level at present but when furlough ends 

the demand will undoubtedly rise. Our generosity is therefore essential in the 

true spirit of Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

 



More food for thought for the week… 

 

 



…and to make you smile… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


