
 
 

The 14th Sunday after Trinity 
and the 25th Sunday of our time  

of social distancing and isolation 
Welcome to Week 30 of these Posts. Back in March when we started we never thought we 
would still be going in September. It looks painfully likely we shall still be here for Christmas. 

The awful painful plight of the refugees on the Greek island of Lesbos puts our situation into 
context. Here perhaps is a metaphor for us all. The refugees can’t go back. They can’t go 
forward.  Their meagre homes have been destroyed. We can’t go back to what was. We must 

learn from what is. We must have the courage to face an uncertain future, but at least we 
can and will go forward. Some might say we need to pray. Others might advocate more 
prophetic words: “Come on world. Wake up! Get a grip!”   

 
 
 
Almighty God,     
whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your presence: 
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 
The Readings set for this Sunday: 

Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:1-13 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Reflection. 

“How often should I forgive?” (Matthew 18:21) 

Recently I’ve found it increasingly difficult to listen to, read or watch the daily news. Many 
people seem to have just cut down on or ceased altogether from this daily fix of depression; 
stabbings, shootings, bombings, fires, rage, spite, blame, hatred, fake news and downright 
lies and nastiness. All this in the current climate of Covid-19, Brexit, looming economic 
difficulty, environmental catastrophe, the plight of displaced refugees in Lesbos and 
elsewhere. You can add your own examples. It just gets too painful. Modern technology, social 
media and the immediacy of news from around the world is a wonderful thing, keeping us in 
touch with each other in ways never conceived of before.  It is also highlighting, and is 
undoubtedly responsible for, many of the ills that are currently prevalent in human society.  
Social media seems to fan the flames and be the life blood of the cult of blame, spite and 
anger and the total inability to be kind, merciful and forgiving. 
 
Too often we hear the families of victims saying that they find peace and satisfaction when 
perpetrators are punished. Sometimes they are left dissatisfied when a sentence is not 
considered severe or harsh enough. All cases are different, of course, and deliberate acts of 
violence, neglect or abuse are hard to forgive. 
 
Just occasionally we get the rare example of someone prepared to forgive someone who has 
done something others would describe as ‘unforgiveable.’ These examples are truly rays of 
sunshine in a very gloomy place. 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Peter asks Jesus a perfectly sensible question. He’s grasped the 
concept of forgiveness, but he wonders what the limits are. The fact that the question refers 
to “another member of the church” suggests that this was an issue for the early Church at a 
time when the Gospel was written down. Early Christians quarrelled with one another, just as 
happens today. Read again todays’ passage from St Paul’s letter to the Romans dealing with 
just this issue within the Christian community in 1st century Rome. Of course there should be 
forgiveness for wrongs, Peter knows that, but should it be limitless? After seven offences and 
seven acts of forgiveness, would a little punishment be in order, he wonders? 
You might also like to compare this with a parallel passage in St Luke’s Gospel Luke 6:27-36 
 
By now Peter should have known better. Jesus is never in the business of setting limits. Jesus 
almost teases Peter saying, ‘Seventy-seven times is more like it’. What he means is ‘don’t even 
think about counting; just do it. If you’re still counting how many times you’ve forgiven 
someone, you’re not forgiving them at all, simply postponing revenge.’ Jesus then tells a story 
to show why. The slave whose debts have been remitted by his master needs to respond by 
forgiving what is owed to him. But he wants his money back from his fellow slave. It’s a small 



amount, which should be easy to pay. It’s in a different category from the vast amount that 
he’s been let off. But the principle is the same, according to Jesus. Those who have been 
forgiven will also forgive. They must forgive from the heart. In biblical thinking the heart is 
the source, not of the emotions, but of the will. Forgiveness is a matter, not of feeling, but of 
conscious action. It is a mark of the followers of Jesus, and it needs deliberate intent. 
Remember the only part of the Lord’s Prayer requiring us to do anything, because of what 
God has done, is ‘…forgive those who sin against us.’ 
 
An ordered human society needs a system of justice to make it work. Rule breaking must be 
dealt with, dangerous people removed from society and dealt with appropriately. We human 
beings instinctively feel that wrongdoing should be punished. There is a complex philosophical 
and practical debate about the function of prison and other legal responses to crime and the 
breaking of rules. (How will the Rule of 6 be enforced?) 
 
For Christians, the Gospel discussion suggests, a different standard applies. The reason is 
simple. We have all been forgiven everything. Our debt was as massive as that which the slave 
owed the king, but God does not ask for it to be paid. God has a solid case against us and 
chooses not to condemn us. So in the Church there is no place for condemnation of anyone. 
There is no place for rushing to judgment against anyone. 
 
This is easy to say, much 
harder to do. Our human 
nature usually gets in the way, 
but God understands and 
forgives that too. Effort and 
will is required. We need to 
forgive from the heart – not 
with our emotions, but by act 
of will. Only then will we learn 
how much goodness and the 
transformation of society will 
come from tolerance and 
forgiveness. The Church and 
individual Christians must be like a city set on a hill, lights that cannot be hidden, lighting up 
the whole world around us and transforming society. Without this Kingdom value there is 
little hope of us facing the ills of today and tomorrow in ways that enable us to hand on a 
worthy inheritance to generations to come. 
 
With every blessing. 

Alan 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For failure 

The will of colour loves how light spreads 
Through its diffusion, making textures subtle, 
Clothing a landscape in concealment 
For colour to keep its mysteries 
Hidden from the unready eye 

 
But the light that comes after rain 
Is always fierce and clear, 
And illuminates the face of everything 
Through the transparency of rain. 

 
Despite the initial darkening 
This is the light that failure casts. 
Beholden no more to the promise 
Of what dream and work would bring, 
It shows where roots have withered 
And where the source is gone dry. 
The light of failure has no mercy 
On the affections of the heart; 
It emerges from beyond the personal, 
A wiry, forthright light that likes to see crevices 
Open in the shell of a controlled life. 

 
Though cruel now, it serves a deeper kindness, 
Wise to the larger call of growth, 
It invites us to humility 
And the painstaking work of acceptance 

 
So that one day we may look back  
In recognition and appreciation 
At the disappointment we now endure. 

(John O’Donohue from ‘Benedictus: A Book of Blessings’) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please don’t forget that if you feel the need to join a ‘live’ congregation 

for worship, whether it be the Eucharist or Morning or Evening Prayer 

then St James in Louth is open and ready to receive you, as are other 

churches in the deanery. If you want more information about times 

etc then please go to the website: 

www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk 

 



 
Down to earth… 
News from the farm (from Jane) 

 

 
How times change – here is a photo of our 
rape plants which are being ravaged by flea 
beetle, we just cannot beat it. We are on it 
virtually every 10 days but cannot stop it!  
We have no tools left in the box. 
Very disappointing but that is farming for you. 
 
 
 
 

 
On a more positive note we started combining the 
linseed yesterday, and that has gone fairly well.  It is 
a lovely crop in the heap as it runs just like water.  
 
And finally to cheer you all, a lovely picture of the 
sunset over the farm.  Nature at its best.   
(For this picture see the banner heading for this Post) 
 
 
 
 

 
The Church Community Calendar 
for the month ahead with the 
readings as set for the day. 
 
The Church of England, the 
Methodist Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church all have more or 
less an identical calendar with 
readings (or lectionary) that cover 
a 3 year pattern. 2019-2020 has 
been Year A reading through the 
Gospel of St Matthew. Year B 
2020-2021 begins on Advent 
Sunday  
 
 

Your ideas and suggestions for 

the celebration Harvest on 4th 

October are still very welcome. 

September 2020 

20th  Trinity 15 
Jonah 3:10-end of Chapter 4 
Psalms 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-end 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 

27th  Trinity 16 
(29th St Michael and All Angels) 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-end 
Psalms 25:1-8 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

October 
4th  Trinity 17 - HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 

11th  Trinity 18 
Isiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 



 

Those known to us who have asked for our prayers, 
 whether affected by affected by COVID-19 or not:. 

 
Claire 

Joyce Terrett 
John Pinchbeck who has died and his wife Margaret and their family 

David Barker 
Ed Cox 

Paul Clifford 
Nadine & William 

Denise 
Caroline 

Trevor & Gladys (who have died of the virus) 
Pray for our nurseries, schools, colleges and universities as children and young people return to their 
education. 

Continue to pray for the people of Lebanon & The Yemen. 
The number of cases of Covid-19 is rising again but the death is relatively low. Local spikes are 
happening and communities facing renewed local lockdown. We hold in our prayers those 
charged with making decisions for the wellbeing of the whole country, walking the fine line 
between the danger of spreading the virus and getting the economy going. 
The inability to join for worship has taught us how much we take each other, and our community, 
for granted - even those very different from ourselves. We pray for each other.  
As we all learn to live in a world irrevocably changed, may we have the vision to see God’s 
purpose in how we must change to live in it to his Glory.  
 As life returns to a kind of normal, may we all be ready for the new normal rather than simply 
wanting the past to be restored.  
We pray we may all more fully understand our responsibility to support the church with all the 
gifts God has given to each of us. 
We continue to pray for those suffering the after effects of the virus and the bereaved. 
We remember too all health care workers and essential workers who keep our daily life going. 
Pray for displaced people with no refuge or way to self-isolate and the poorest of the poor living 
in townships and favellas around the world and for countries facing financial ruin.  
We hold in our prayers the refugees on the Greek island of Lesbos and others in a similar plight. 
Pray for the mental health of those still living in fear and isolation, the vulnerable, separated from 
friends, families and loved ones. 
Pray for those at risk of domestic abuse and violence. 
Pray for those facing huge risks to their employment, income and domestic stability. 

Pray for scientists and the medical profession working to identify a vaccine and methods to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 

Merciful God, 
your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 
may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness 

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 



 

As Harvest Thanksgiving approaches (October 4th) we are reminded that the use of the church 
building at Stewton is out of the question. It is traditional to bring gifts of the harvest to church 

at such times as this. May we suggest that this year we all make an extra effort to make those 
gifts available locally by taking them straight to the Louth Food Bank at The Trinity Centre, 
which for many of us is much more convenient than taking them to Stewton. The demand for 

goods is at a tolerable level at present but when furlough ends the demand will undoubtedly 
rise. Our generosity is therefore essential in the true spirit of Harvest Thanksgiving 
 
 

 
 



And finally a little something to cheer your day...  
I received this from a former colleague from the Middle East who is now back home in the USA.  

 
 

 

A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school. He didn't want his 

mother to walk with him. She wanted to give him the feeling that he had some 

independence but yet know that he was safe. 

She had an idea of how to handle it. She asked a neighbour if she would please follow him 

to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably wouldn't notice her. The 

neighbour said that since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way 

for them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed. 

The next school day, the neighbour and her little girl set out following behind Timmy as he 

walked to school with another neighbour’s girl he knew. She did this for the whole week. 

As the two kids walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy 's little friend noticed 

the same lady was following them as she seemed to do every day all week. Finally she said 

to Timmy, 'Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do you know her?' 

Timmy nonchalantly replied, 'Yeah, I know who she is.' 

The little girl said, 'Well, who is she?' 

'That's just Shirley Goodnest, 'Timmy replied, 'and her daughter Marcy.' 

'Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?'  

'Well,' Timmy explained, 'every night my Mum makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my 

prayers, 'coz she worries about me so much. And in the Psalm, it says, ' Shirley Goodnest 

and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life', so I guess I'll just have to get used to it.' 

May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


