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Message from Our Priest-in-Charge 
Enjoy the earth gently, 
enjoy the earth gently, 

for if the earth is spoiled 
it cannot be repaired. 
Enjoy the earth gently. 

Yoruba poem, west Africa 
 
During the Season of Creation we are called to pay special attention to our responsibility for 
the Earth and for all that lives upon it. It is a time to re-commit ourselves to the 5th Mark of 
Mission: to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth. According to the UK Met Office, the release of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases as a result of human activity is causing global temperatures to rise, 
leading to long-term changes to the climate. Rainfall patterns are changing and sea levels 
are rising, increasing the risk of heatwaves, floods, droughts, and fires. In 2019 the UK 
Government passed laws to bring all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050, for 
example through schemes such as ‘carbon offsetting’. 
 
Climate Stewards helps the Church be good stewards of God’s earth. Using a simple 
calculator to calculate your household’s carbon footprint, you are encouraged to reduce 
what you can and to offset the rest by supporting community forestry, water filter and 
cookstove projects in the ‘two-thirds world’. 

A View from the ‘Two-Thirds World’ 
Exposed to both drought and flash floods, Makueni 
was one of the first counties in Kenya to set up a fund 
to help small-scale farmers cope with climate change. 
Inhabitants of this water-scarce region have often 
faced hunger during dry periods, while heavy rains 
can flood with little notice. Sometimes the extremes 
hit the county at the same time. Natural water 
resources in this arid and semi-arid land can meet 
less than half of its water needs. 
 
The fund supports community-run projects to improve water supplies for farmers, making 
them more resilient to an increasingly harsh climate. Some are breeding fish in earth dams 
which also capture rainfall. Advice is provided on planting suitable crops and fruit trees. 
More than 95% of the fund’s farmers planted mango, orange and avocado trees, which 
encouraged a fruit-juice factory to locate there. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-becomes-first-major-economy-to-pass-net-zero-emissions-law
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-becomes-first-major-economy-to-pass-net-zero-emissions-law
https://www.climatestewards.org/
https://www.climatestewards.org/offset/
https://www.climatestewards.org/reduce/
https://www.climatestewards.org/projects/
https://www.climatestewards.org/projects/uganda-trees/
https://www.climatestewards.org/projects/uganda-biosand-water-filters/
https://www.climatestewards.org/projects/nepal-smokeless-metal-stoves/


Looking after Ourselves 
We are going through a challenging year! As well as its medical and physical impacts, 
COVID-19 continues to affect many people’s mental wellbeing. Keeping apart from family 
and friends, staying away from work, concerns over job security and finances, and worry of 
becoming infected are all taking their toll. 
 
Mental wellbeing doesn’t have one set meaning. We might use it to talk about how we feel, 
how well we’re coping with daily life, or what feels possible at the moment. Good mental 
wellbeing doesn’t mean we’re always happy or unaffected by our experiences. But poor 
mental wellbeing can make it more difficult to cope with daily life. 
 
Evidence suggests we can take five steps to improve our mental health and wellbeing: 

1. connecting with other people; 
2. being physically active; 
3. learning new skills; 
4. giving kindness to others; and 
5. being present in the moment (mindfulness). 

 
Throughout the autumn, the Diocese of Derby is offering online mental health and 
wellbeing events and resources as part of the Learning in Faith programme. 

Prayers 
A Weaving Pattern 

The weaving of peace be thine 
Peace around thy soul entwine 

Peace of the Father flowing free 
Peace of the Son sitting over thee 

Peace of the Spirit for thee and me 
Peace of the One 

Peace of the Three 
A weaving peace be upon thee 

 
Around thee twine the Three 

The One the Trinity 
The Father bind his love 
The Son tie his salvation 

The Spirit wrap her power 
Make you a new creation 

Around thee twine the Trinity 
The encircling of the Trinity 

 
God of creation, the earth is yours 
with all its beauty and goodness, 

its rich and overflowing provision. 
 

But we have claimed it for our own, 
plundered its beauty for profit, 

grabbed its resources for ourselves. 
 

God of creation, forgive us. 
May we no longer abuse your trust, 

but care gently and with justice for your earth. 
Jan Berry 

Psalm 24.1-2 

 

https://derby.anglican.org/en/training/learning-in-faith.html


Parish Business 
The meeting for the Election of Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will be held in the church building on Monday, 12th October at 7.30pm. 
 
In preparation for the meetings, the Church Electoral Roll is open for revision from Friday, 
11th to Friday, 25th September. If you wish to be enrolled on the Church Electoral Roll, 
please download and complete the Application Form, and return it to Lesley Richardson. 
 
Information about the two meetings, including nomination forms for Churchwardens and 
for PCC members, is available on our website: meeting for the Election of Churchwardens; 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

Services in Week Beginning 20th September 
15th Sunday after Trinity 
10.30am at Glossop Parish Church: Said Eucharist for 15th Sunday after Trinity 
 
At home: 

• A Service of the Word will be sent by e-mail and can be downloaded. 

• A ‘family-friendly’ Service of the Word can be downloaded. 
 
Other services for the 15th Sunday after Trinity are available: 

• 8.10am Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 FM: at a time of uncertainty with so much 
that was familiar swept away, Father Brian D’Arcy asks where we can put our trust. 

• 10.45am Eucharist livestreamed from Derby Cathedral (@derbycathedral) 

• 1.15pm Songs of Praise on BBC 1: the Revd Kate Bottley marks Harvest by visiting a 
farm in Saddleworth run by curate Aaron Moffat-Jackman and his wife Gemma and 
used by them to educate others about looking after God’s creation. 

Sunday, 20th September: Season of Creation Study Group 
On Sunday afternoons during Creation Season at 3pm for approximately 30 to 45 minutes 
the Revd Claire Mitchell is hosting a Study Group. The group will be run on Zoom, but if you 
don’t fancy joining virtually, you can download each session here. 
 
For Zoom log in details please contact Revd Claire by e-mail or by ‘phone (07312 975 477). 

Wednesday, 23rd September: Said Eucharist 
Said Eucharist at 12 noon at Glossop Parish Church of All Saints. 

Throughout the Week 
You can use the Services of Daily Prayer (Morning Prayer, Prayer During the Day, Evening 

Prayer, Night Prayer) available online from the Church of England to pray at home. 

Still Available: Peace and Quiet in Troubled Times 
‘Peace and Quiet in Troubled Times’ is an opportunity to give yourself time and space to be 
still for about an hour with words, images and music to calm and restore you. 

https://media.acny.uk/media/venues/page/attachment/2020/09/2._Application-for-Enrolment-Electoral-Roll-2020v1.docx
mailto:lesles4950@gmail.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/63422/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/63423/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/56744/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/56745/view/
https://www.facebook.com/derbycathedral
mailto:revd.clairemitchell@btinternet.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/63279/view/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/56150/view/


Monday, 21st September: Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew is one of the named apostles of Jesus. 
According to the Gospel bearing his name, he was a tax-
collector. In the other synoptic Gospels there is a tax-
collector named ‘Levi’ but it is assumed that Matthew 
and Levi are the same person. Tax-collectors were 
despised by their fellow Jews as collaborators with the 
occupying Roman army. Jesus’ willingness to mix socially 
with tax-collectors, while scandalizing those around him, 
demonstrates that the love of God does not conform to 
human conventions. 
 
 
This picture of Matthew is a painted miniature from a 
volume of Armenian Gospels dated 1609, held by the 
Bodleian Library. 
 

 
O almighty God, 
whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector 
to be an apostle and evangelist: 
give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain 
and the possessive love of riches 
that we may follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Keeping in Contact 
To keep up-to-date with what’s happening in the life of Glossop Parish Church of All Saints 
you may want to visit Glossop Parish Church of All Saints; if you use Facebook, you may 
want to visit @glossopparishchurch. 
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