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I do hope that this newsletter finds you well, and that you got to enjoy what might be the last of the 

summer sun and warmth. 

Yet more Covid changes have had to be navigated this week, and although they don’t impact our 

Sunday services, they will impact our ability to chat after the service. The groups of six are likely to be 

firmly imposed, so we will need to ensure that we comply with this at the start and end of our services. 

It’s also looking increasingly likely that our Christmas services are going to be impacted by Covid too. 

Christmas(!?) I hear you ask – I’m as bad as the supermarkets who are already selling cards and 

wrapping paper! However, unlike the last lockdown, we have every intention of being on the front foot 

as far as we can. 

And to that end, we have a fantastic idea to share some Christmas 

cheer, but we desperately need an army of people to help!   

We are worried that as the nights draw in and various restrictions 

come into play, that people will increasingly struggle. So, we’d like to 

bless our Parish of Wortley & Farnley with some free, knitted Baby 

Jesus’. The idea is simple – we’d like as many people as possible to dig 

out their knitting needles and get knitting! As Christmas itself draws 

near, we’d like to scatter them around our Parish, complete with a 

small message, for people to take and use as Christmas decorations. 

Can you knit? Can you help?! Do you know anyone who can knit who 

might help? We’d love to spread this idea far and wide and get as 

many people as possible to join in, so please do spread the word to as 

many people as you know! 

The pattern is attached for those of you who get our newsletter by email, and we have hard copies too 

if you’d like some – just ask and we’ll get them to you! 

Rev Claire 

18th September 2020 

Dates for your Diary: 

Sunday:  Online Church, 10am 

   Physical Church: 9am, 10:30am  

   (With Children’s Group) 

Start Course:  Thursday 24th September, 8pm via Zoom 

Bible Study Group: Do let Claire know if you’re interested. 

Taize:   Sunday, 27th September, 7pm 

Harvest Services: Sunday 18th September 
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Note from the Wardens:  

I’m typing this after reading Claire’s homily and it really struck a cord. These past two weeks have 
been the busiest for a long time and has left me questioning, on many occasions, if I can still truly “do 
it all”.  
I have Eliza giving me a doll to dress and Rufus is barking at next door’s cat from his perch in the 
conservatory, Andrew is sleeping off a night shift and Max….. well, Max is being Max. Not forgetting 
Henry, who has just been dropped at school. So I’m taking a deep breath and even though I’m still 
typing, also pausing and asking for a little strength, just to push through this busy settling down period 
as we get back into a slightly altered routine.  
It’s been lovely to see people at Church over the past weeks and also lovely to hear from others who 
aren’t quite there yet. Please do drop us a bell for a chat or if you need anything.  
Take care. I’m thinking of you all.           

Nikki 

 

When I was a history teacher, one of the key themes of my lessons was 

that of inference: Yes, I would say to Billy, that is what they said, but 

what I want to know is what did they mean?! 

What was going on in the background, what was making them say 

what they were saying? 

And in our reading today in Philippians, you get some hints that all is not plain sailing: there’s quite a bit 

of talk of life and death, then there is mention of intimidation, or opposition. There is even something 

about destruction and suffering. 

No, being a Christians in Philippi doesn’t seem to be all plain sailing. 

And of course, life at the moment isn’t plain sailing either. 

Yet more restrictions, yet more confusion as to what parts of life that affects, means that once again we 

are back into a position of insecurity. 

Yet insecurity does not mean that our life is devoid of purpose. 

In our Philippians passage, Paul is very clear that our life has purpose – in fact, if anything, that purpose 

becomes more urgent. The harder the time, the more, it feels, that he urges us to live our lives “in a 

manner worthy of the gospel of Christ”. To show, in other words, light to a world, nation and 

community that is feeling darkness encroaching on them. 

So what does that mean practically? It means that we lean hard onto Christ – that we keep a short 

account with him, praying to him and then seeking to be people of love, grace and generosity. And we 

do that knowing that we do not follow a God who at the first sign of trouble flees, but that we follow a 

God who, by his son, purposefully stepped into our suffering, into our complex lives, and lived among 

us. Dying and rising it is that Jesus; with his hands and feet still with the wounds of the cross on them, 

who intercedes for us at God’s right hand, and it is that Jesus who sends his Spirit to us. 

So if this week, anxiety levels raise, and our emotional resilience feels weak, let’s run for cover into the 

love of Christ, who is always with us, always beside us whether we can discern him or not. 

https://www.facebook.com/wortleyandfarnley      Stjohnswortley&farnley         https://www.instagram.com/stjohnswortleyandfarnley/ 
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Readings & Collect for this Sunday, Trinity 15: 

Psalm 127 1-6, 37-45 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
    make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
    tell of all his wonderful works. 
3 Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek 
 the Lord rejoice. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; 
    seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
    his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, 
    children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  
37 Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, 
    and there was no one among their tribes who 
 stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 
    for dread of them had fallen upon it. 

 

 

39 He spread a cloud for a covering, 
    and fire to give light by night. 
40 They asked, and he brought quails, 
    and gave them food from heaven in abundance. 
41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 
    it flowed through the desert like a river. 
42 For he remembered his holy promise, 
    and Abraham, his servant. 
43 So he brought his people out with joy, 
    his chosen ones with singing. 
44 He gave them the lands of the nations, 
    and they took possession of the wealth of the 
 peoples, 
45 that they might keep his statutes 
    and observe his laws. 
Praise the Lord!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNFTf5O643oh96ieHtcbpYA    https://wortleyandfarnleyp.wixsite.com/website 

 

Collect  

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in 
service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Philippians 1.21-End 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I 
may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 

one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 

evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted 

you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the 

same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
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As September approaches, a few people have been 

in touch with some ideas, which is really exciting! 

On Thursday 24th September we’re going to start 

our first Enquirer’s course: this is a chance for 

people to gather together to discuss the basics of 

Christianity.  

There is  no pressure to agree, and we really are 

starting at the very beginning so there are no 

questions too silly! 

It’s called ‘The Start! Course’  and might be 

something for someone you know: perhaps people 

have been thinking a little bit more about what life 

is about over Covid, or perhaps they are wondering 

just what it is that makes you go to church each 

week. Perhaps it might even be for you—you may 

not have had the chance to stand back and work out 

what you think. Either way, please do spread the 

word. It will be on zoom, so no need to drag 

ourselves out on a dark evening either! 

Readings for Sunday 26th  September 2020—Trinity 16:  
Phillipians 1.21-End 

Matthew 20.1-16 

Psalm 105.1-6, 37-45 

Matthew 20.1-16 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for 
his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 
of them also received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’[e] 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 

We’re having a bit of a sort out and part of this is a key audit. If you 
have any church or hall keys at all, please could you let one of us know? 

mailto:clairemcorley@gmail.com
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PUZZLE TIME 

Wordsearch: Dog Breeds 
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