
 

Please click here www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk to find the church website.  

Our Sunday service can be found here, from 8am on Sunday.  

 

 

Sunday 13 September – 14TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

A REFLECTION FROM FRANCIS CUMBERLEGE 

The theme for this Sunday is the call to Christians to forgive one another. The 

failure to obey this has marred so much of history, and so many lives. As 

Richard Rohr writes, we so often define God as the punisher-in-chief rather 

than the healer, forgiver, reconciler. If we look at passages like Hosea 6:1,2: 

“Come let us return to the Lord: for it is he who has torn, and he will heal 

us….after two days he will revive us,” we find God as a patient Father who at 

times has to discipline us, but cares for his people deeply. God gives 

disobedient Jonah a second chance to witness to the loving God for the wicked 

city of Nineveh. 

When we turn to the gospels, we hear Jesus describing the Father in the story 

of the Prodigal Son, but I think a better title would be the Loving Father. We 

see Jesus dealing with Zacchaeus the tax collector in such a loving way, coming 

to his home, accepting him, and freeing him to become a new person.  

Alas the church has too often shown a face which is intolerant and unforgiving, 

rejecting those who do not “tow the line”. Some of the worst wars in history 

have been those fought over religion. 

We are living through challenging times for our community, as for any 

community. God calls each of us to echo his love, his forbearance, his kindness, 

his patience as we work together for the common good. Churches that have 

these hallmarks will always be the ones that grow. In the end the sermon won’t 

count for very much; what will count for those who are seeking is a people who 

care deeply for each other, are ready to forgive when mistakes are made, and 

who reach out with love to welcome anyone who comes to our door, allowing 

them to lay down their burdens and know that they have come home. 

http://www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk/
http://allsaintsmilford.co.uk/services-during-covid-19-pandemic/


 

Please email news to admin@allsaintsmilford.co.uk by 9am Wednesday. 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Matt 18:21-35 

 

 

 

TODAY’S COLLECTS 

Merciful God, 

your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 

may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness 

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
© Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions in Traditional Language (1999) 

NEWS 

▪ All Saints’ Tech Team – if you have an interest or skill in video recording or editing, or sound, and 

would like to find out more about how you can support our Tech Team please contact the office. 

▪ Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoeboxes – we will still be taking part this year, but without 

workshops. If you wish to donate items or money please contact Beverley (643427). 

▪ Electoral Roll – if you wish to be added to the Electoral Roll please download a form from the 

church website and return it to the letterbox at All Saints’ Church Hall. Alternatively, please contact 

the office by telephone or email. Please note: Those already on the roll need not reapply. 

▪ Historic Churches Ride and Stride – Many thanks to all those who took part in yesterday’s Ride 

and Stride, by volunteering, being sponsored or sponsoring Rachel or Juliet. 

PRAYER POINTS 
 

“My heart says of you, ‘Seek His face!’ Your face, Lord, I will seek.” Psalms 27:8 (NIVUK) 

▪ Father God, prompt us by your Holy Spirit to seek your guidance and wisdom in all the complexities 

of this life. 

▪ We pray for wisdom for the government and health advisers as they seek to prevent further 

outbreaks of the coronavirus. 

▪ Please guide those negotiating trade and other arrangements with the EU to agree a fair deal for the 

UK and the EU. 

▪ We pray for students, pupils and teachers as they settle into education once more, in their buildings, 

and cover them with your protecting care. 

▪ Give wisdom to church leaders as they preach and organise worship in imaginative ways whether in 

buildings, online or elsewhere. We ask God to equip Gillian and the wardens as they hold services in 

St Mary’s church and Olga and Matt holding services in All Saints’. We give thanks to all those who 

use technology to lead, preach, pray, read and deliver our services. 

▪ We bring before you families with young children here in the Parish and pray that the Toy Library 

will be used and bring opportunities for us to display the love of Jesus for children and parents. 

CONTACTING US 

▪ Church Office, Greenbanks Close, Milford on Sea, SO41 0SQ. We are open Monday-Thursday 9am-

11.30am. Please email office@allsaintsmilford.co.uk or telephone 01590 644992 for an appointment. 

▪ St Mary’s | Gillian Peard | 01590 644739   All Saint’s | Francis & Tina Cumberlege | 01590 719421 

▪ Prayer Team | Libby Gillespie-Smith | 01590 643964 | Mary Sergel | 01590 645544  

▪ Pastoral Care | Sue Forward | 01590 644553 | Frances Daniel | 01590 642127 

▪ Safeguarding | Annabelle Short | 07514 471545 | safe@allsaintsmilford.co.uk  

▪ Website | www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk/      Facebook | https://facebook.com/AllSaintsMilfordOnSea 

▪ In an emergency please contact our Churchwardens Olga (07835 821728) or Matt (01590 642310) 
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