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Ramblings  
And the EU show goes on... BJ may re-
interpret the withdrawal agreement, Spain is 
exploiting the conflict, demanding Gibraltar 
back and the EU own our fishing waters and 
the right to tell us how to look after our 
citizenry. They sure now how to cure any 
residual “remain” instincts... But, enough said 
and on to local matters.  Last week, I was in 
Hamilton Police station, being interviewed by 
an ex-copper and a lady police officer. No, 
not the start to a joke nor a potential villain, I 
was there to discuss policing in our district 
and resurrecting of the Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme (NWS). Before the meeting, I did a 
little homework and found, our area has little 
crime.  I suspect as a consequence in 
policing terms, we are a low priority.  
We only have one beat officer in our area 
(Harborough North) and when he is off duty, 
none. Evidence of further pressures 
emerged.   

My hosts, Alan and Georgina were;- the 
entire team to support Neighbourhood Watch 
for Leicestershire and the entire team for 
Victim Support in the same area. Harsh 
realities emerged as I asked questions about 
policing going forward. Both officers 
remained tacit, when asked about resource 
allocation, and it became clear that 
communities like ours will be self-responsible 
for crime prevention and community security, 
going forward. Whilst we are not to become 
embroiled in vigilante action it is our mandate 
to do everything preventative by making 
crime in our area unattractive.  

So what is the police focus on then? On 
reading the Police Crime Commissioners 
current plan, the (PCC) prioritises protecting 
vulnerable members of society, including a 
focus on alcohol and drug-related crime, 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE), both 
domestic violence and abuse, hate crime, 
human trafficking, mental health, missing 
from home individuals and sexual violence. 
Does one therefore conclude, village 
burglaries are not at the top of the list and 
therefore something we need to work on 
preventing...? A visit to our village hall to 
update our community on Neighbourhood 
Watch was on offer from the NWS but with 
Co-vid and knowing attendance for isn't 
usually well attended, I declined, asking if 
instead the time allocation could be utilised 
more productively. We have instead agreed 
that our community will provide a series of 
interview questions, to be responded to and 
presented as an article for future publication. 
The questions include community policing 
and how we as a community might go 
forward in protecting ourselves and 
preventing crime.  
Looking at the statistics our communities are 
mostly affected by antisocial behaviour 
followed by burglaries. Should we get a NWS 
up and running again this will provide 
intelligence on crime trends, preventative 
measures and a far more pro-active attitude 
to community protection. The idea is to make 
our community an unattractive area for 
people to commit crime. And here's the rub... 
were “advertising” for a new NWS co-
ordinator. The applicant must have, suitable 
social skills, the ability to energise 
participation, some computer skills, an 
inquiring and creative mind and the means to 
spend time on social media spreading 
awareness. All of this for the remuneration of 
the gratitude of the community!  

Rich Walkden Zineditor1@gmail.com 
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St John The 
Baptist 

Today there 
was yet another 
announcement 
of a change 
coming in the 
rules about 
what we can and can’t do, I know that I am 
not alone in finding this part of the year more 
complex than the earlier part, although lock 
down was dramatic and very difficult for 
some it was easy to understand and I found 
myself grateful every day for being in our 
beautiful rural location, able to walk out 
easily. 
I was thinking back to that simpler time 
actually and realised there is something that I 
really miss, each day I would take a long 
walk and I met people, I walked in a variety of 
the villages we serve, as I know Revd Rosie 
did too, and both of us commented on how 
good it was to see people because lots of 
people were also walking every day. 
Now we find ourselves in a world where the 
pressure of opening up and work are 
beginning to creep back in, not everyone can 
get out for a daily walk, schools have started 
and offices are opening – yet it is anything 
but normal. 
We have had at least one service in all 5 of 
the village Churches which Rosie and I 
serve, and I am supporting another 8 villages 
who currently have no Vicar at all, we have 
not been able to open all of them safely. I do 
hear a cry of ‘how hard can it be?’ – well….. 
Honestly my Vicar school training didn’t make 
too much of implementing Government 
documents (if you can’t sleep you can always 
Google Government advice for places of 
worship!) we now need to be ‘Covid-secure’ 
and there are quite a few pages about what 
that means including that all ‘Venue 
Managers’ (new name for Vicar!) needs to 
organise Queue management, Booking 
systems, signage, one way flow systems to 
name just a few. 

I can honestly say in the 20 years I have 
been in public ministry I never thought I 
would have to stand 
outside and say to someone you can’t come 
in, but I have had to do that because funerals 
are limited to 30 people anywhere in the 
church grounds – it broke my heart to do this 
and seems to be the opposite of what I’ve 
tried to do for 20 years (to make sure the 
church building is open and accessible to 
anyone who wants to come) but one thing 
has not changed in all of this, I still love being 
the Vicar and being there for everyone in our 
Villages. 
Please do get in touch, I’m happy to chat on 
the phone, there is at least one service a 
month in each Village and we do have some 
space so please come if you like. Billesdon 
church is open for individual prayer every 
Thursday 10-12 and you can come from any 
village to do that, either Rosie or myself will 
be there and we have really enjoyed making 
church available for people to be and just find 
that bit of peace and quiet, it’s been good to 
have those little chats as people are arriving 
or leaving and we’ve made sure the names 
from our Memorial book are all there in 
church (the book can’t be as those 
Government guidelines say remove objects 
that might be touched by more than one 
person!). 
I have no idea when all this will end, I have 
no idea what we will or won’t be allowed to 
do tomorrow – let alone in November when 
we would normally gather for Remembrance 
Sunday. Rosie and I will continue to make 
available digital resources on our ‘A Church 
Near You’ website (there’s one for each 
village church) with sermons and prayers as 
well as physically being in the villages and on 
Zoom every week. 
I continue to pray for all of you as I know that 
we have all been affected by this in one way 
or another. Even though I can’t pop in on 
Village events and many are back at work 
and not walking I am very much still here, still 
available, please just ring or pop in on a 
Thursday or Sunday it would be 
lovely to say hello. 

Rev’d Rosie 



 

 

HOUGHTON PHARMACY 
14 Main St, Houghton-on-the-Hill   Tel: 0116 241 8243 

E: houghton.pharmacy@nhs.net 

MEDICINES  PRESCRIPTIONS 

COLLECTIONS & DELIVERIES OF PRESCRIPTIONS 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTION SERVICE 

PREGNANCY TESTING 

PERFUMES & AFTERSHAVES 

always in stock 

UP TO 65% OFF DESIGNER FRAGRANCES 

HOSIERY  DELIVERIES  HERBAL MEDICINES 

PRODUCTS FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

HOMEOPATHIC & AROMATHERAPY ITEMS 

HOURS OF BUSINESS 
Monday – Friday: 9 - 12.45  &  2 - 6.15 

M + E TAXIS 
07525 297 800 
AIRPORT & SEAPORT TRANSFERS 

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE 
CONTRACT WORK 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

Tel: 0116 259 6554 
Opening hours 

Mon – Thur 1600 – 11.30 
Friday       1500 – Midnight 
Saturday      1200 – Midnight 
Sunday       1200 – 22.30 

MARSTON ALES 





Church Village Clock…… 
As you will no doubt have noticed the Village 
Clock on the church is not currently working! 
It has not been for some time. The clock is an 
old and somewhat unique mechanism 
however, as a church we have been 
speaking to the Clock experts (something like 
a large-scale Repair Shop) we know that as a 
community Billesdon loves the clock and so 
we are determined to preserve it. The cost of 
repair is around 
£16,000.  
The Post Office 
has generously 
contributed 
£5,268 and the 
Church is willing 
to pay whatever 
else is needed 
after donations 
have been 
received. 
If you would like 
to donate you can 
do so online… 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/e13586f5-
c37d-4c3e-aa87-a18a9a6c5e3e 
 

Billesdon Church Harvest 
Thanksgiving 4th October: 

On Sunday 4th October (COVID-19 restrictions 
permitting!) we plan to celebrate Harvest with a 
service at 4pm, and then afterwards church will 
stay open until 6pm for anyone to pop in and 
enjoy the decorations, have some time for quiet 
reflection, prayer and thanksgivings, and Rev 
Alison or Rev Rosie will also be around if you'd 
like to chat. 
Due to limited capacity (2m distancing), if you 
would like to attend the service itself please 
book a pew for yourself/your household in 
advance - phone Keith Evans on 0116 259 
6438.  
We will again be collecting for the Leicester 
South Food Bank - all gifts of longlife food will 
be gratefully received - tins, jars, UHT 

milk/juice, tea & coffee, pasta, rice etc. These 
can be left in the church porch.  
Or you can donate money online:  
https://leicestersouth.foodbank.org.uk/give-
help/donate-money/ 
 
The Chapel  
What we are doing at 
the moment 
Although some 
worship buildings are open for quiet personal 
prayer for the time being the Chapel building 
will remain closed, until we can welcome you 
safely inside. We will still be praying though, 
wherever we are and keeping in contact. 
Keeping in touch 
We are keeping in contact by WhatsApp,  
Facebook, phone, email, text, post or any other 
way.  We want to ensure that everyone is cared 
for and encouraged through these continuing 
difficult times. 
Sunday Worship 
We are meeting online together on Sunday 
mornings at 10.30am for Sunday Worship 
Home Group  
On Wednesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. is 
our online Home Group. This is an opportunity 
to encourage one another and pray. 
You can join these meetings by phone or on the 
internet – please let us know if you want the 
details of how to join us.  
Contact Brian Boley, 07485 046000, 
billesdonpastor@gmail.com 
 
Rooted 
 

I’m still surprised when I 
walk up (or is it down) 
Church Street and the trees 
are no longer by the steps in 
front of the church – their felling has made a 
dramatic difference. I understand why they had 
to go – the roots reached much further and 
were more intrusive than I knew or understood. 
That’s the cleverness and mystery of root 
systems and reminds me of just one verse in 
the bible that has meant so much to me: 
Let your roots grow down into Jesus, and let 
your lives be built on him. Then your faith will 
grow strong in the truth you were taught, and 
you will overflow with thankfulness. 

(Colossians 2:7) 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/e13586f5-c37d-4c3e-aa87-a18a9a6c5e3e
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/e13586f5-c37d-4c3e-aa87-a18a9a6c5e3e
https://leicestersouth.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://leicestersouth.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
mailto:billesdonpastor@gmail.com


We all have a choice of where to fix our lives, 
where we root ourselves and I continually 
choose Jesus Christ. Where else would anyone 
root their lives? The result of rooting in Jesus is 
that he will enable us to have a strong and 
living faith – for this we can overspill with 
thankfulness. 
 
Storm Francis... need I say more? 

 
THE MAGAZINE 
We know that our readers were disappointed 
not to receive printed copies of the Billesdon 
and District News and Views in April and 
May. We also appreciate the confusion 
caused to our loyal volunteers who distribute 
the magazine each month.  
As you may already know, the reason the 
magazine did not appear during the early 
weeks of the lock-down was because the 
Church of England issued guidance to all 
parishes that church premises were to be 
closed and anything that could have 
increased the risk of parishioners being 
infected (such as delivering printed material 
to households) was prohibited. Common 
sense prevailed and printing resumed in 
June. 
The absence of the magazine during the 
lock-down brought to light a deficiency in our 
management. We were unaware of the 
names and addresses of all the volunteers 
who delivered around the five parishes and 
the result was that the volunteers were left 
looking for the copies during these months 
and we were unable to inform them of what 
was happening. We apologise for this 
difficulty. 

We hope that we will not have a repeat of the 
events earlier this year, however, we are 
grateful to Hazel Hirst who has succeeded in 
identifying contact details for all our 
volunteers and has updated the list of names. 
The lack of information should not occur 
again but should a problem arise we now 
have a system in place. 

Thank you all volunteers. 
 
Goadby Gleanings 
One benefit of the lockdown restrictions being 
lifted has been seeing all the village children 
enjoying activities around Goadby. The 
restrictions have changed plans everyone had 
for summer holidays and, as a result, families 
have been at home allowing children to devise 
different means of occupying themselves. We 
are very fortunate in Goadby having access to 
footpaths through open countryside and 
relatively quiet roads on which they can 
demonstrate their skills with scooters, bicycles 
and skate boards. 
Even the adults made use of the relaxed 
regulations by organising a surprise birthday 
party for yours truly! The village youngsters 
introduced the proceedings with a thoughtful 
speech leading up to the presentation of two 
magnificent trees: an olive tree and a lemon 
tree decorated with paper lemons and limes 
bearing messages from all present. Social 
distancing rules were maintained while 
everyone enjoyed a picnic. The afternoon 
ended with the cutting of not one but two 
birthday cakes by Fiona Cairns. It was a 
wonderful gesture and the whole village is 
grateful to Sue O’Connor and Pam Collins who 
were responsible, along with their respective 
Davids, for the idea and for bringing everyone 
together. Thank you all! 
On the Saturday before the Bank Holiday, a 
village working party was organised to allow 
various maintenance tasks to be completed in 
and around the church along with general 
tidying up of the village green. One major task 
was to cut back the overgrown hedge at the 
junction of The Street with Peace Hill. Despite 
the hedge being cut regularly it had gradually 
extended over the carriageway obstructing the 
view round the bend. Despite the obvious risk 
to pedestrians and other road users, the 
Highways Authority declined to reduce the 



S ALE S  &  S E RV I C I NG

We are a small business which 
offers a personal service, for all 
your lawn mower, tractor mower 

& garden machinery.  
We collect & deliver.  

 Sales, parts and repairs 

0116 259 6486    0771 0491 537 



 

 

 

 

BILLESDON   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

The Church meets for worship on Sundays at 11.00am. 
1st Sunday: All Age Worship.                  2nd Sunday Holy Communion. 
3rd Sunday: All Age Holy Communion.    4th Sunday Holy Communion. 
5th Sunday: Services rotate within Launde Deanery (see porch noticeboard for details). 
Midweek Services: Thursday 9.30am Short Communion. See porch noticeboard for other details    

Churchwardens: Mr K Evans, 6 High Acres  (0116) 259 6438 

 Mrs A Grindley, 3 Forge Court (0116) 259 6741 

Secretary: Mr J Williamson (0116) 259 6448 

Treasurer: Mrs. H Howe        hannahhowe@btinternet.com 

Organist & Director of Music   Dr Simon Ainge 07971 833110 

Children’s Groups:   Mr & Mrs Ratcliffe (0116) 259 6246

    

SKEFFINGTON   ST. THOMAS BECKET 
 Sunday Services: 1st Sunday     Sung Matins          9.00am 

  2nd Sunday     Sung Evensong   6.00pm 

  3rd Sunday     Holy Communion (BCP)  9.00am 

  4th Sunday      All Age Communion       9.30am 
   

Churchwardens: Mrs B Preston  (0116) 259 9147 

  Mr W G Ginns, White Lodge (0116) 259 6301 

Secretary:  Mr D Holland (0116) 259 6550 

Treasurer:  Mrs Valerie Chouler (0116) 259 9477 

Organ:  Mr D Holland & Mr M Griffiths (0116) 259 9254  

 

GOADBY  ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

Sunday Services See Church noticeboard  
 

Churchwardens: Keith Evans & Andrea Grindley  See contacts above 
 

Hon Secretary  

& Churchwarden:  Charles Stewart, Hillcroft, Goadby  (0116) 259 8310 

Hon Treasurer:  Hugh Stevenson, The Dower House, Goadby  (0116) 259 8294 

 

Please let the Vicar or Churchwardens know of anyone who is sick, or who would appreciate 
a visit. Holy Communion may be brought to anyone who is unable to get to Church. 
 

ROLLESTON 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

NOSELEY 
ST. MARY 

This page is kindly 

sponsored by:    

E C GILBERT Ltd 
Great Glen 

Tel: 0116 259 2267 

The Churches of Billesdon cum Goadby and Skeffington with Hungarton and Keyham 
 

Parish Priest: Rev’d Alison Booker, The Vicarage, Gaulby Road, Billesdon      Tel: 0116 259 6321 
                     Curate: Rev’d Rosie Homer, 20a Weare Close, Billesdon LE7 9DY         Tel: 0116 259 9517 

 

HUNGARTON     ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
  1st Sunday   Holy Communion    9.00am  

 3rd Sunday  Compline                5.00pm 

 Churchwardens John Morrison                (0116) 259 5412 

  Cynthia Mclaughlan (0116) 259 5680 

 

 

BILLESDON BAPTIST 

CHAPEL BROOK LANE 
 

Sunday Services:  

10.30am Sunday Worship  

& Children's Church 

Contact: 

Brian Boley Tel 259 9325 

 

KEYHAM  ALL SAINTS 
     2nd Sunday  Holy Communion  9.00am  

   4th Sunday   Compline               6.00pm 

 Churchwardens Richard Windle              (0116) 259 5281 

  Hugh Henderson           (0116) 259 5214 

 



CQC rated Outstanding care in your own home 

0116 298 4744 
homeinstead.co.uk 

 



REGISTERED CHILDMINDER 

IN BURTON OVERY 

NNEB TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED 

CHILDREN FROM BIRTH TO 8 YEARS 
LOVELY SURROUNDINGS 

SECURE, LARGE GARDEN 

TEL: LIZZIE KING 
 

on 0116 259 3944 

 

HOME & GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 

 

 

 

 
Please call 07583 080981   or    0116 259 6769 

7am ‘til 10pm 7 days a week 

Paul Shaw-White 
For all those jobs you never quite get round to doing 

       Painting & Decorating       Boxed in pipes

         Carpentry    Tiling      Garden tidying 

Fencing       Landscaping 

     Very competitive rates     No job too small 
FREE no obligation quotation   References available 



width of the hedge and so it was left to the 
locals. We are grateful to Richard Wright of 
Oxey Farm for allowing us to leave the cuttings 
in his field to be removed later. These 
occasions demonstrate the willingness of 
Goadby residents to support the local cause 
and the various skills present were all put to 
good use. 

Charles Stewart 
WOODLAND POOL 
Towards the end of summer I watched a pair of 
Common Darter dragonflies flying low over the 
pool, the female laying her eggs in flight by 
intermittently dipping the tip of her abdomen 
into the shallow water. 
Both male and female darters were also 
basking on the path, 
lifting off as I walked 
towards them only 
to settle down again 
once I’d passed. Up 
in the top meadow I 
got up close and 
personal with a male Common Darter who, 
once he’d assured himself I wasn’t a predator, 
allowed me to position the camera just inches 
away from his face.  
Not having visited for a week or two I half 
expected the meadows to have been mown, but 
on finding them still standing I walked slowly 
through the vegetation, scanning the leaves 
and remaining flowers for insects. I saw 
Speckled Wood and Small White butterflies on 
the wing as well as a basking Southern Hawker 
dragonfly and several different flies, but I also 
discovered several species of bugs, namely 
Forest Bug, Green 
Shield Bug and 
Sloe Bug, all sitting 
on the leaves of 
Meadow Cranesbill. 
(Photos posted on the 
Woodland Pool 
Facebook page). 
Up in the wood I was curious to see what might 
be living underneath one of the dead logs lying 
under the trees, so I rolled it over. Surprised by 
a tiny frog-let, which quickly hopped away, I 
then took a closer look in the crevices and 
discovered a miniature world, with 5mm micro 
snails, tiny spiders and slugs plus normal size 
woodlice. It’s all going on in the wood! Once 
home I was changing my shoes when I noticed 

what I thought was a piece of vegetation on the 
bottom of my trousers. On reaching down to 
brush it off I was amazed to find said 
‘vegetation’ crawl on to my finger - not 
vegetation at all, but a Forest Bug. It must have 
landed on me as I waded through the long 
grass. I found it a new home in the garden. 

Jo Edwards 
 

CORONAVIRUS DISRUPTION 
The Queens Head 

The hospitality industry is the one business that 
we know has been most affected by the 
lockdown and the advice that has been in force 
since March 2020 on social distancing. Within 
the five parishes, we saw all the local pubs 
experiencing enforced closure.  
Mark and Jill saw their business disappear 
overnight and had to adapt as quickly as 
possible. The Queens Head is a listed building 
and there was no way that structural changes 
could be made. Plastic screens, employed by 
some establishments, would have been 
completely out of place. The pub was closed and 
drinks trade fell off immediately. Dining in was 
prohibited and so the only option was to provide 
a take-away service. 
Mark and Jill decided that the only way to survive 
was to provide all service themselves, seven 
days a week. Three staff members were put on 
furlough. Social media in the form of Facebook 
was used as a means of communicating with the 
community and the take-away menu was 
published in the Billesdon Community Page. 
This, along with word of mouth, slowly led to a 
popular service with many residents having a 
daily order. Sunday lunch was particularly 
popular. 
Support in the form of the reduction in Business 
Rates and the brewery writing off stock which 
could not be sold due to the absence of 
customers, was a financial relief. Problems with 
suppliers was created by delivery days being 
changed to allow for the various businesses 
adapting to their own problems. Due to the 
suppliers difficulties some demanded payment 
on delivery rather than offering payment 
monthly. Fish supplies stopped for the first few 
weeks. 
When pubs were permitted to reopen spacing of 
customers meant adapting some outside space 



to accommodate but this will be restricted as the 
weather deteriorates in autumn. Adverse 
weather has reduced in-house trade, but 
currently The Queens is providing take-away/ in-
house about 50/50. One great difference with 
The Queens Head and other similar 
establishments, has been the calculated 
decision not to subscribe to the “Eat Out to Help 
Out” initiative, despite encouragement from the 
brewery to participate. Mark and Jill are very 
conscious of the vulnerability of their regular 
clientele; filling the pub with customers from 
outside the parishes would increase to risk to 
those guarding themselves from infection and 
so, for this reason, the decision was made not to 
participate. 
The overall financial impact has been neutral. 
The crisis has led to the menu being adapted to 
what is easily available and can be produced 
with reduced staff. The take-away service will 
continue much to the relief of the regular clients 
who are still self-isolating. For Mark and Jill, 
despite working seven days a week, life has 
slowed down and this they appreciate. It is their 
intention to continue with this approach! 

Charles Stewart 
 

 
Neighbourhood Watch 
To the wonderful 
residents of 
Billesdon, 
Skeffington and the local area! We need you! 
Further to the previous calls for a local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, the local parish 
is looking to create a new system, to provide 
confidence and assurance to residents within 
the area, and to make this wonderful part of our 
county safer and more connected.  
Our role as a Crime Reduction 
Officers for Leicestershire Police 
focuses on the security of people’s 
homes and how we can make people 
feel safer within their community. We 
would love for a group of local 
residents to create and maintain a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, 
which the Crime Reduction Officers and local 
beat officer, can feed into and provide support 
with. We propose to provide meetings with 
members of the scheme and also wider parish 

advisory sessions, to give people guidance on 
home security and how we can help reduce the 
potential for crime in the area. 
We are planning to write a few articles in your 
local parish paper over the coming months, as 
well as other activities, about what we can do to 
help you and your community in terms of crime 
reduction. If there are any questions you’d like 
us to answer in our article, please contact your 
editor, Rich Walkden to pose these to us. We 
really would like to know your concerns in 
regards to your community, so please let us 
know, so we can try our best to help! 
We look forward to speaking to you all soon! 

Al Cook and Georgie Greensmith 
Crime Reduction Officers,  

Leicestershire Police 
 

 
Dealing with Just Dogs! 

Maryrose is a qualified & award-winning Dog 
Behaviourist/Dog Trainer  

expert in training humans how to handle their 
dogs! 

Dog Trainer of the year 2018, 2019 
Best Dog Behaviourist & Carer 2019 

From Lead Training to Separation Anxiety 
to Complex Situations in the home 

Maryrose will work 1-2-1 with dog owner & 
dog to create harmony 

Expert in rescue dog’s settlement, puppy 
training & older pet dogs too! 

Also available is a dog sitting service where 
you can leave your dog home 

For more details & fees contact: 
Maryrose MGOT, CiDBT 

on 07976 767727 
maryrose@justdogsworld.com 

www.justdogsworld.com 
 

 

 
Based in Billesdon, Leics  

from September 2020 

mailto:maryrose@justdogsworld.com
http://www.justdogsworld.com/


Coplow Auto Repairs Ltd 
Car Repairs & Servicing

Tyres supplied & fitted 
Unit 1, Mill Farm, Uppingham Road 

Billesdon LE7 9FN 

Tel: (0116) 259 9873 

Don't Just Suffer! 

Physiotherapy     
Muscle Strain, Back, Neck and Joint Pains 

Jocelyn Kemp M.C.S.P. 
Tilton 259 7309 

Chartered Physiotherapist 

M. D. MALE 
Internal & external painting and decorating, 

property maintenance & repairs 

MELVIN MALE 
28 Church Street 

Billesdon 

Leicestershire LE7 9AE 

Tel 0116 259 6823 

Offering a selection of traditional ales, 
fine wines and good food. 

Lunchtime meals  
Mon – Sat 12-2.30  Sundays 12-4 

Evenings 6.30-10 (not Sun) & Monday 6-9pm 
Pizza takeaway available 

The Queen’s Head 
Church Street, Billesdon, Leicester 

 Tel: 0116 259 6352 

James Thompson 
Your local P registered Electrician 

Billesdon, Leicestershire 

All types of electrical 

Work undertaken 

Tel: 0116 259 9021 
Mobile: 07770 832034 

Tugby Construction 
Building - Property Renovations - 
Maintenance 

Pete Andrew 
Tel: 0116 259 9669 
Mob: 07711 915882 

Email: tugbyconstruction@btinternet.com 

Wedding, Occasion & Sympathy Flowers 
www.juliasflowers.co.uk 

07754007122 

M A R K  &  J I L L  
 offer you a warm welcome at The Queen’s Head 

mailto:tugbyconstruction@btinternet.com


BILLESDON 
SELF STORAGE 

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS 
FOR BUSINESS OR HOUSEHOLD USE 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

EXCELLENT ACCESS TO A47/B6047  24/7 CCTV 

Park Farm Business Units, 
Skeffington, Leicestershire LE7 9FN 

0116 259 6584 

www.billesdonselfstorage.co.uk 

E. C. GILBERT LTD 
Funeral Director 

GREAT GLEN 
Incorporating 

A. J. ADKINSON & SON Funeral Directors 

12 LONDON ROAD, OADBY 

   PRIVATE CHAPEL  DAY & NIGHT 
   OF REST  SERVICE 
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Letters to the Magazine 
Billesdon Drama Society 
As you know, unfortunately we, like many other 
amateur groups and professional companies, 
had to cancel our production in March due to the 
outbreak of Covid 19. 
At that time we were hoping that things would be 
“back to normal” by September and we could 
resume rehearsals and our November 
production would carry on as usual. Unfortu-
nately, as you are all aware, this is not the case. 
During the summer months, we usually have 
play readings in order to choose plays for the 
coming season but obviously, we have not been 
able to do this and, at the time of writing, 
although there is some movement towards 
resuming indoor performances with a limited 
socially-distanced audience, we have regretfully 
had to make the decision that due to the 
uncertainty of the situation, we will have to 
cancel our 2020 – 21 season. This being said, 
we are all very keen to “tread the boards” again 
and will do our utmost to put on a play as soon 
as we possibly can. 
Billesdon Drama Society has been enter-taining 
audiences for over 80 years and 
we are determined to continue to do this. We 
hope you will understand our decision and we 
look forward to seeing you, our loyal supporters, 
again in hopefully the not too distant future. 

Jo Brown – Chairman 
 
John Fort 
I was very sad to read in the September parish 
magazine of the recent passing of John Fort and 
another member of the church choir Graham 
Cooling. Along with other members of the choir, 
and choirmaster Stephen Baden Fuller, they 
took an active part in the Billesdon Millennium 
Music project that came to fruition on December 
31 st , 1999. And a few years later, Stephen 
persuaded me to write a couple of pieces for the 
church itself. 
His first request, somewhat irreverently, was for 
something for solo organ, a set of 
variations on the theme music for the TV series 
“The Vicar of Dibley”. It was to be played during 
the investiture of our first lady vicar, Reverend 
Barbara Knight who, to my great relief, was very 
amused and really liked the piece. 
The second was for a pair of carols for Christmas 
2007. I wrote them in October and took part in 

the Friday evening rehearsals as Christmas 
approached. The choir was quite small and 
there was a clear imbalance in the men’s voices, 
with three basses and only one tenor, John Fort, 
who was really a baritone and who, not 
surprisingly, struggled with the higher notes. So, 
I offered to join the choir for the service, and, to 
John’s evident relief, we would sing the tenor 
part together. 
Both carols have since appeared in many other 
Christmas services, and the first 
performance at Billesdon went well, with me 
singing the tenor part alongside John as 
planned. At the beginning of the service I 
realised that I had forgotten my reading glasses 
but, having composed the music, this was not 
really a problem. However, I had not realised 
that, in addition to leading the collective carol 
singing, there were to be other musical items by 
the choir alone in the service. Unfortunately, I 
did not know any of these anthems, and had not 
been at the rehearsals. With my glasses I would 
have got by with basic sight-singing. But 
without them, having no idea what the notes 
were, I could only give an approximation of the 
tenor line. John sang beautifully and I tried to 
follow him, but my singing had, at best, an 
audibly random relationship to the original 
music - to the horror of my family seated near 
the front of the congregation, and the 
amusement of John, who kept a straight face 
throughout. His quiet, understated “well done” 
at the end of the service has remained with 
me ever since… 

Gavin Bryars 
 
Weeds 
With reference to the article regarding weeds in 
September's edition. I would just like to say it is 
very unfair to use one property as an example 
for the whole village. The weeds had already 
been removed by ourselves in August, which I 
would like to point out is not our responsibility, 
but the council's.  
The main problem in Church Street is the 
amount of cars parked on the road, which 
means the road sweeper is unable to do their 
job. I just hope more people look up and admire 
the flowers rather than look down and notice 
the weeds. 

Melvin Male 



With reference to the article regarding 
weeds in the village, in September's issue. 
I would like to say that, there was no need to put 
a picture in the magazine of any particular road 
in Billesdon to illustrate the matter that we have 
a lot of weeds in the village. If you really wanted 
to make a point, why did you not take a 
photograph of around the Manor, the Old School 
or even the Church. That is unsightly. 
Also, it is all very well going on about people 
going out with a spray-can of weedkiller, but I, 
like many people have a dog and you have to be 
very careful what you put down to kill weeds. I 
for one, can tell you, if anything happened to my 
dog because of this, I would definitely be looking 
for someone to blame and possibly sue. 

Tracey Vann 
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Daphne Bates 
 
What’s the connection 
between Billesdon and 
the Guinea Pig Club in 
London? Or Billesdon 
and dental floss? And 
what’s the theme running between them? 
Actually before exploring either I have a 
confession to make. Avid readers of this 
esteemed organ will have of course already 
spotted the faux pas here. A clue? Maybe this 
month’s should be titled number 37b? Yes 
Daphne has appeared here before. Tucked 
away in the summer of 2013 (check those back 
copies folks!) was an abbreviated entry in note 
form, claiming to have too much to cover in the 
space available. Well here’s the sequel. I make 
no apologies for going back bowl in hand for 
another helping. My two headline topics here 
centre on both Daphne and her husband John.  
So let’s get our teeth into this, so to speak.  At 
the tender age of nineteen Daphne was working 
at the Queen Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead 
as a dental hygienist alongside Dr Archibald 
McIndoe. He ran an experimental plastic and 
reconstructive surgery unit with British and allied 
airmen who’d suffered burns and other injuries in 
action in WW2, mainly to the face. Daphne was 
responsible for the teeth. My imagination was 

squirming at the thought. What was it like I 
asked, expecting x-rated details. All I got was ‘I 
had a very nice time’, said with a twinkle in her 
eye. The gory details came after further 
prodding. The doctor went on to set up the 
unsubtle-named Guinea Pig Club in London, 
providing support and rehabilitation for his 
unashamedly experimental patients.  
Compare that with Daphne’s later life with 
husband John, a man with technical skills allied 
to an entrepreneurial spirit. From modest 
beginnings when Daphne was working in the 
schools dental practice in Leicester, her £8 per 
week wages exceeded his by a whopping £1. 
They went halves on the engagement ring which 
cost £7. She showed me her Quaker marriage 
certificate, a veritable scroll, seemingly signed by 
most of the 200 guests. The photographer only 
took nine shots because he thought they couldn’t 
afford any more. 
Fast forward to the story of John’s business. 
Beginning with building textile machinery, John 
worked alongside his father who clearly had a 
feel for innovation. They were asked if they could 
come up with a machine that could make threads 
for sewing high quality shoes that would avoid 
machine jamming problems. Father would say 
yes and then think about how to do it later. That 
approach was to serve them well. A progression 
through such innovations as machines that 
would make ropes then shoe laces in a tartan 
design was to lead to another couple of ‘yes-es’ 
from them: so what about dental floss? Or even 
flavoured dental floss? No problem. It seems the 
family firm went on to corner the market. Your 
pack of Oral B will probably have its roots in 
Billesdon, so to speak.  Worldwide machinery 
sales flourished. Daphne speaks of hosting 
international customer dinner parties in Church 
St before providing walking tours around the 
‘quaint English village’.   
Having become au fait with working on the 
technical side of the business, Daphne ultimately 
was to return to her helping roots in a variety of 
roles. Organising homeless units and witness 
support schemes, she went on to set up with 
others a Homestart branch in Market 
Harborough and also worked with the Local 
Review Committee of the Parole Board.  
There’s lots more but that word count is catching 
up with me again. And I haven’t even mentioned 
hedgehogs yet… 

Peter Francis 
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