
 
 

Newsletter: 20th to 26th September 2020 

 

Worship on Sunday 

A service of Holy Communion at 10.30am in St Mary’s Church building. See here for 

details. We are livestreaming this service, please click here. 

In addition to this service, we are trialling the 8am traditional language communion 

service today (Sunday 20th September) with a view to holding this service monthly if 

successful. 

Revd Kevin will be leading both services today. 

At St Mary's we continue to follow our COVID-19 Risk Assessment for our services. 

It is a legal requirement to wear a face covering in church apart from those exempted 

under government restrictions. 

Read Thoughts on a Sunday based on the lectionary readings. 

*********** 

‘Virtual’ Morning Prayer.  We have now ceased livestreaming Morning Prayer on 

Facebook, which we ran throughout lockdown for almost exactly 6 months.  But we 

can still pray!   Prayers for the morning, during the day, evening and night (compline) 

can be found for each day on the Church of England website (link: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-

prayer). These are available in traditional or contemporary language, with all the 

Psalms and readings for the day.  You can also download the Daily Prayer app on 

your phone - it's available for both iOS and Android devices. (Daily Prayer provided by 

the official Church of England website, © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of 

England, 2002-2004). 

********** 

Weekly Reflection: This week Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel reading for 

this coming weekend - the parable of the vineyard owner - and how it is a reminder 

of God's outrageous and unexpected generosity to each and every one of us.  

 Youtube / Transcript 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/service-and-events/events-regular/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/service-and-events/events-regular/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryswesterham/live/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/news/30752/thoughts-on-a-sunday-20th-september-2020/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b375b1912f2d9f546f580f63&id=9273650247&e=9f8e7a4aad
https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b375b1912f2d9f546f580f63&id=6dc30f38cd&e=9f8e7a4aad


Dedicated webinar page: there are several webinars available via the Diocesan 

website. For full details, please see: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/communications/webinars/ 

Other opportunities for Sunday worship: 

National Church Service. This Church of England national service premieres each 

week on the Church of England Facebook page at 9.00am on Sunday and YouTube. 

TV   BBC1: 1.15pm Songs of Praise. 

Radio   Radio 4: 8.10am - Sunday worship. 

Rochester Cathedral. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. 

Worship during the week ..… 

Individual Private Prayer. We are continuing to open for private prayer in the 

Katharine Chapel on Wednesdays; come and go between about 12 noon and 

1.00pm.    

“Worship From Home”. Our website page is being updated regularly to help you 

worship at home. This page contains links to what our National Church and Diocese 

are doing.  This includes videos, podcasts, audio feeds, documents, links to other 

websites etc for adults, families, and children to help us to worship, pray and study to 

build our faith. 

********** 

Michael Barlow's funeral will take place on Thursday 1 October at 10.30am. We 

have received numerous messages from those who knew and performed alongside 

Michael over many years, which speak highly of his musical talents and his personal 

kindness. Due to the current COVID-19 guidance, attendance at his funeral is limited 

by law to 30 people. Whilst many would like to attend this will sadly not be possible, 

and so we need to make attendance 'by ticket' only.   

We are planning to livestream the service on Facebook, and upload it to YouTube 

afterwards.  We also intend to have a memorial service when current restrictions are 

lifted and we can all gather and include many of the musical items that we cannot 

include at the funeral. 

Having said this it is right that some from St Mary's do attend and, having allowed for 

family, we can offer a few places to those from St Mary’s and the many other choirs 

and trusts Michael supported. So if you wish to attend, please pass your details to the 

Parish Office: westerhamchurch@gmail.com or 01959 561 330 and we will do our 

best to accommodate your request. 

Thank you for your understanding 

Revd Kevin 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/communications/webinars/
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/rochestercathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaKN4FPIl-F9gKgJHN3nLkA?fbclid=IwAR2WKoylL-KHCTKVaUEJHZulgz9cwjBnu3E-2WHlAeDE9LfSTNybyrOJogQ
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/page/54713/view/
mailto:westerhamchurch@gmail.com


Harvest Festival: Sunday 4th October. This service will be a time of thanksgiving, 

even though we cannot incorporate all the usual elements of a harvest festival. We will 

be receiving items for the Foodbank. We always need baked beans, tinned spaghetti, 

vegetables, meat and fish, ketchup, fruit, custard, biscuits.  And at this time, household 

cleaning items, washing and washing up liquid and shower gel, shampoo and loo rolls 

are important. Stocks of soup, pasta, rice and porridge are plentiful thank you! 

If you are unable to donate in kind, the Food Bank is happy to accept donations to its 
bank account: NatWest: sort code: 60-19-02, account no: 23239816. Thank you. 
 

Electoral Roll. Our Electoral Roll has now closed.  A copy will be made available prior 

to the Annual Meetings; corrections can be made, but no names can be added or 

removed until after the meetings on 7 October. 

Annual Meetings: Wednesday 7th October at 7.30pm. There are actually two 

meetings: 

1.  Annual Parishioner Meeting, which anyone who lives in the parish, or who is on 
the electoral roll, can attend. This is a short meeting to elect the Church 
Wardens for a year. 

 
2.  APCM, which is only for those on the Electoral Roll. This meeting is to receive 

the 2019 accounts and reports from the PCC (Reports on the changes in 
Electoral Roll, what the PCC did over 2019, the 'fabric, goods and ornaments' of 
the church, and the proceedings of the Deanery Synod). 

 
During this meeting we appoint our Independent Examiner for this year. We also 
vote for members of the PCC and, this year, for members of the Deanery Synod. 
Both are for three-year terms. 
  
Deanery Synod - 2 vacancies 
Thank you to Catharine and David Boston who have served as our 
representatives. We now have 2 vacancies as this year the Deanery Synod re-
elects all its members. (Members of the Deanery Synod are ex officio members 
of the PCC). 

 
PCC - 7 vacancies 
Thank you to Nigel Bailey, Carol Harper, Bruce Nuttall, Rodney Pomfret 
and Kate York whose terms have come to an end; we now have 7 vacancies as 
we had 2 unfilled positions. 

 
Those whose term came to an end are welcome to re-stand, as are those who 
have been on the Electoral Roll for at least six months, are over 16 and have 
received communion at least three times in the last year. Everyone who is 
standing needs to fill in and sign a nomination form and a fit and proper person 
declaration (available at the back of the church) and everyone elected will require 
a DBS check. 

 
Following the new '6-person rule' the Archdeacons have confirmed that these 
meetings can take place both in the church building and online. To manage 



numbers, the Vicar requests that you attend online if possible.  So that we can 
plan, please can you contact the Parish Office with your email details so that we 
can send you the invitation to join the Zoom call.  For those who cannot join 
online you can come to the church building, but can you also call the Parish Office 
to confirm your attendance and provide contact details for "test and trace" so we 
can plan seating. 
 
All the paperwork, including the accounts is available on the church website or 
from the Parish Office. 

 

Bruce's Walk for Pat Blanchard's Shalom Centre: the final total is £1,110.00 + 
£201.25 Gift Aid. Thank you to all who so generously sponsored and, equally 
importantly, to all who continue to remember Pat in their prayers. 

 

The Vicar is not available from Monday 21st September to Sunday 27th September 

inclusive. Please contact the Parish Office for all administrative matters; in 

emergencies contact the Church Wardens via the Parish Office or our Area Dean, 

Revd Michael Gentry: areadeansevenoaks@gmail.com 

 

    Revd Kevin Barnard 
01959 563127 /  vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com 

Day Off Friday 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/page/46720/view/
mailto:areadeansevenoaks@gmail.com
about:blank

