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The Weekly Service:     Sunday 13th September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of Holy Cross Day  
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship  

that we express our theology and define our identity.  

It is through encountering God within worship that we  

are formed (and transformed) as his people.          

Thought for the Week 
 

‘When I am lifted up from the earth, 
I will draw all people to myself.’ 

John 12.3 

✠   We meet in spiritual communion,  
in the name of the Father, and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen  

 
The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you 
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Invitation to Confession 

Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, so that,  

free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds we 

have been healed. 

Let us confess our sins.                                             cf 1 Peter 2.24 

 

May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord, 

and your salvation according to your word: 

       Lord, have mercy. 

       Lord, have mercy. 

 

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path: 

        Christ, have mercy. 

        Christ, have mercy. 

 

O let your mercy come to me that I may live, 

for your law is my delight: 

       Lord, have mercy. 

       Lord, have mercy. 

 

May almighty God, 

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 

bring you  his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The Collect: 

 

Almighty God, who in the passion of your blessed Son 

made an instrument of painful death to be for us the means 

of life and peace: grant us so to glory in the Cross of Christ 

that we may gladly suffer for his sake; who is alive and  

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and for ever. Amen 
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First Reading 

6
who, being in very nature

 
God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his  

    own advantage; 
7 
rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature
 
of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 
And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death – 

        even death on a cross!  

9 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father.  

Philippians 2:6-11 

Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  

Alleluia 
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✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to St John 

 Glory to you O Lord 
 
13 

No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came  

from heaven – the Son of Man. 
14 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake 

in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 

that  

everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.’ 

16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn  

the world, but to save the world through him. 

John 3:13-17 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We pray for Ben & Katy Ray and all the people they support through 

Neema Crafts. Keep them safe and well as they continue to support  

people with disabilities in Iringa, Tanzania. www.neemacrafts.com 

UK based online shop  goodthingsgifts.co.uk  

 Revd Lisa - 01509890972 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

 

FYI : Revd Lisa & Michèle will be having their day off on Tuesdays 

each week 

 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

Have a look at the ‘Children’ page for weekly activity sheets  

to download and print. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves/ 

Please note that the change of email address for Michèle 

You can contact me via michdenn2@aol.com from now on. 

If you like a ‘hard’ copy of the Weekly Sheet rather than reading it 

on the screen, please use the (print) version which has pages set 

out in a different order. 

You need to ‘Print both sides’ and ‘Flip on short edge’ to get a  

Some material included in this service is copyright:  

The Church of England © Archbishops' Council 2015 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neemacrafts.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2058b684579c45a8987308d7edc48fde%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637239300782761906&sdata=azoh1RfK5JdZ5nk1UQ39yTDTNggUIN0dCQCJsWJh%2F%2FE%3D
https://www.goodthingsgifts.co.uk/collections/neema-crafts


 16 

We all have an important part to play as we struggle to live with the 

continuing challenges of Covid 19 which sadly, are still active.  

Therefore our usual pattern of worship will continue until we are able to 

re-open. Until then may I personally give my thanks for all that you 

have each been doing in serving our community. Thank you for your 

patience and understanding at these unprecedented times. 

And so, whatever life looks like for you over this next month of August, 

work or rest, time alone, or time with friends and family, I pray that 

you'll continue to know God's peace and presence in all that you face. 

With joyful blessings, 

Revʼd Lisa 

 

Let us continue to make a determined and committed effort to  

worship and praise God together, following the worship sheet at 

9.45am and 11.15am each Sunday. Together we are stronger and 

through being in communion with one another, can support each  

other in spirit and in fellowship and rest assured,  

I will be praying for each and every one of you. 

Blessings 

Revd Lisa  

Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who have left water, food 

donations and baby provisions. John's Storehouse was 

very grateful for all of your kind donations. Please keep 

continuing to support the homeless, families living with 

poverty and  

unemployment and those in need. So once again, a 

massive thank you.  

Revd Lisa.                                                                                      

You can leave your donations at the Rectory front door. 
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 When I survey the wondrous cross 

  On which the Prince of glory died, 

 My richest gain I count but loss, 

 And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

 Save in the death of Christ my God! 

 All the vain things that charm me most, 

 I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

 See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

 Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

 Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

 That were a present far too small; 

 Love so amazing, so divine, 

   Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

   Isaac Watts 1707 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDkuxEIcpdI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDkuxEIcpdI
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Dear friends, 

Whenever I am out walking with Daisy, my lovely but crazy  

Labrador, I always seem to stumble on a cross!  And it never 

ceases to amaze me of the reality of what two pieces of wood 

did to our Lord. I shudder with horror at the thought of the  

gruesome punishment He bore for us. My mind wants to shut 

out the image of the suffering Christ being so cruelly battered 

and bruised. I cannot bear to think about the nails being  

hammered into the hands and feet of Jesus and his cries of  

absolute anguish. The pain of knowing the Lord Jesus, whom  

I love,  being so cruelly treated and having to endure such an 

agonising death is too much and the tears start to flow.  

However much we don't want to hear it, see it, feel it, or, even 

think about it, this is the stark truth and reality of what happened 

to the God in Jesus Christ who loved us so much, that He gave 

his life for us on the cross at Calvary. And why, because He 

cared, because He loves you and wanted you to know the truth 

and be set free from the chains of sin and death.  Although the 

cross was a place of such gruesome punishment for Jesus, it is 

also the throne of glory where death and sin were conquered 

forever. 

 

Sometimes these unexpected crosses can be found lying on the 

ground as two tiny twigs laying across each other.  

At other times the clouds seem to form a kind of moving cross 

and then at night, shadows can show an image of a cross.  

Our Parish Church of St Paul’s during the next few months,  

will be restoring the two former Celtic crosses on the Chancel 

roof. And I am delighted to say that these two crosses will also 

be illuminated and be able to be seen for many miles around!  

It is these two crosses that will stand as a witness and symbol  

of God’s grace as we claim the faith of Jesus.   
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Notices & Updates 
Dear friends, Itʼs official; the moment we have all been 

waiting for - we are going home, although we still need to 

wait until we party! As you know at the beginning of July, 

Leicester saw a sharp increase in Covid 19 infections 

within the city area. Back then parts of the city and the 

surrounding suburbs went back into lockdown. Since 

then, some of the lockdown restrictions on the surrounding suburbs 

have been lifted.  

Although we are not included in ʻthe mapʼ of the city lockdown area, we 

were very conscious that we are on the fringe! Of course, we want to be 

aspirational and positive, but our priority first and foremost must be to 

keep everyone safe and well. Therefore the PCC of St Mary's and the 

PCC of St Paul’s have discussed the re- opening of our churches.  

Both PCC’s expressed their desire to worship publicly together and 

gather again as God's Eucharistic people, spiritually fed and nourished 

by the Sacrament, Jesus, the Bread of Life. However, there were many 

questions about safety, and the potential challenges of re-opening for 

public worship. So having considered the current clear direction and 

guidelines from the Church of England, completed the risk assessment 

with due time, diligence and care, it was agreed that we would look to 

re-open both of the Parish Churches on September 20th 

as long as it is safe and feasible to do so, and subject to 

any Coronavirus, Government changes and C of E 

guidelines. I am sure that like me, as your parish priest, 

you will be very happy to hear this joyful news.  

However, I must make you all aware that when we do 

gather together for worship, it will be different to what we 

were used to before the lockdown in March. We will all 

have to adapt to the changes that are needed for  everyone's safety 

and adhere to the social distance measures. Although you will be able 

to receive the Holy Sacrament, it will only be in one kind, the Body of 

Christ, as instructed by the Bishop. You will need to wear a mask.                                                           
continued... 
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Join in the singing on YouTube or just raise the roof, praising God - 

Jesus is Alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA  

 

How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

 

Behold the man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished  

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

 

Stuart Townend Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music  
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The message of the cross is a powerful symbol, in that Jesus 

Christ came to be the light shining in the darkness of our world. 

And at the moment we need a beacon of Christ’s light to shine 

and to give hope to our troubled hearts and to the world. 

 

So this month of September, we celebrate the Feast of Holy 

Cross, a day that is a gift to us. Now you might think that it is a 

bit odd when Good Friday and Easter were over four months 

ago! Back then, and quite rightly so, our Christian faith was  

focused on the Passion of Christ and the solemnity of the cross. 

When Jesus Christ was crucified, his body was taken down from 

the cross and laid in a tomb. In 335 A.D the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre was built over what they believed was the place of 

Christ’s crucifixion and His burial tomb. Today, the Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre can be found in the Christian Quarter of the 

old city of Jerusalem. And yet, whatever the liturgical season we 

are in, the cross requires continual reflection.  

So on this Feast of the Holy Cross, we are invited to deeply 

think about the cross of Jesus and its profound impact for each 

of us on our own lives. The cross is the very heart of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ and the way through which God brought  

reconciliation, forgiveness and peace to a chaotic world. 

 

From birth until death, all Christian life connects with our Lord’s 

life through the cross. The cross is where our Christian vocation 

and journey is centred, moulded and formed around the cross of 

Jesus. At our baptism, the sign of the cross is made on our  

foreheads as we are baptised in the name of the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. At every service the priest blesses us in 

the name of God by making the sign of the cross over us.  

And at every priest’s ordination, their hands are marked with oil 

in the shape of the cross.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA
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Many of us also make the sign of the cross when we enter into a 

church building and dip our fingers into the Holy water, in the 

water stoop which reminds us of the cross and our belief in God 

as the Holy Trinity.  

 

On that cross, Jesus knew all about suffering and the pain of 

life. He knew what it was to endure betrayal, hurt, despairing 

and agony. So the next time you see a cross let it be a symbol 

of comfort, hope and inspiration to you. For it is because of  

Jesus’ suffering, that God is with us in our suffering today and  

is present in the midst of our most painful moments.  

And whatever is going on for each of us, let us fix our eyes on 

Jesus and His cross to recognise the symbol of hope and  

glory that Christ brought in the resurrection. Because the glory 

of the cross of Jesus fills us with life in Christ our Lord. 

 

Many of us love to sing worship songs and hymns. ‘When I  

Survey the Wondrous Cross,’ or,  ‘The Old Rugged Cross’ are 

great favourites and much loved hymns to many. And so the 

next time you hear them, why not let the words speak to you 

and come back to the very heart of worship. Because it is all 

about Jesus. The sacrifice that God in Jesus Christ offered once 

and for all was not the end of Jesus’ story but the mere  

beginning. The cross is the place of glory which paved the way 

to Jesus’ glorious victory over sin and death forever.  

Surely such a loving sacrifice invites us to respond and there 

surely can be no better way than to, ‘Lift high the cross, the love 

of Christ proclaim, till all the world adore his sacred name.’  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Many Blessings, 

Rev’d Lisa  
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The Blessing 

Christ crucified draw you to himself,  

to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope,  

and the assurance of sins forgiven;  

And the blessing of God almighty,  

 the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always  

Amen 

 

Acclamation 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 

By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

We preach Christ crucified, 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

God forbid that I should glory, 

save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

     cf 1 Corinthians 1 and Galatians 6 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  

in the name of Christ. Amen.  
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We pray for our schools as they begin a new year. 

For the mental health and wellbeing the children and  young people 

following long periods away from school and  their friends. 

Help them to settle well in their new classes. 

Give confidence to young people returning to education after  

disrupted exams as they take their next steps. 

We give thanks for the energy and enthusiasm of teachers 

And pray for the protection of school leaders,  teachers and support 

staff as they work tirelessly to follow government guidelines and 

make the school environment safe and welcoming for everyone. 

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 

The  Peace 

Christ is our peace. 

He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The Peace of the triune God be always with you  

And also with you  
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Let us declare our faith in God 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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Intercessory Prayers: 

Let us pray to the Father through his Son, 

who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption. 

Fill with your Spirit Christ’s broken body, the Church 

 
Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing 

to take up the cross and to understand its  

mysterious glory. 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

     Lord, save us and help us. 

 
Bless those who lead the Church’s worship, for all Bishop’s,  

priests and deacons and our lay leaders … 

In the preaching of the word and the celebration of the sacraments, 

draw your people close to you. 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 
Give your grace to those who preach your word to the nations  

Help us to witness to the faith we have received by our words and in 

our deeds, and daily conform us more and more to Christ, 

that we may glory in his cross. 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 
Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much that you sent  

your Son to suffer and to die  

Strengthen those who work to share the reconciliation won at such a 

cost upon the cross. 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 
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Bring healing by the wounds of Christ to all who are weighed down by 

pain and injustice  Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and 

the dying, to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, and in his  

passion to know their salvation. 

We pray for Sarah Bundocko,  Michael Gray, Sue & John Thorne, 

Naveen Suri, Olwyn Allen, Harriet, Vincent Nash, Stan Michalski,  

Andrea Farnsworth, Pat Garland, June Shilton, John, Frank, Sue Harris 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Welcome into paradise all who have left this world in your friendship  

According to your promises, bring them with all your saints to share in 

the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

We pray for the repose of the soul of Gillian Elliott, Brian Coy & 

Mark Elliott 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Frances Rosamund Long, Robert Patterson Rankin, Amy Evelyn Barker 

 
From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

Alfred ‘ Alfie’ White, Leslie Andrew Bryans, Winifred Lucy Ambler,  

Alfred Frank Robert Greasley, Edith Buxton, Harold William ‘Bill’ Avery 

Rest eternal grant to them and let light perpetual shine  

upon them.  May the souls of the faithful departed through the 

mercy of God  

Rest in peace  

And rise in glory.  

 

Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 


