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Ramblings 

Zineditor1@gmail.com….. I would be 

delighted to hear dear reader if you do have 
an opinion on something in your community 
and a desire to express it.  

Occasionally, I am tempted to say 
something outrageous just to provoke a 
response…. 

Continuing from last week…My 
National service was terrific fun, mostly 
spent shooting things, blowing things up 
and lying in the sun.  On completion, I 
started a building company employed and 
worked on remote sites with a black 
workforce, never feeling vulnerable. My first 
black employee was an illegal migrant, 
Jack. A 40yr old Shangaan (from 
Mozambique), well-educated by the 
Portuguese and living in a nearby black 
homeland with his wife. Jack needed me to 
shield him from close scrutiny by the police 
and I needed his experience running 
building works. 

Jack and I worked really well together, 
I learned from his extensive site experience 
of men and materials and in turn provided 
him with employment and as Foreman and 
control of the site and tradesmen. Jack was 
driven and a perfectionist, choosing and 
demanding the best from his workforce. In 
turn I paid him what he asked and through 
him, paid our gang better than others. The 
payoff was we had our site finished well 
ahead of schedule and within budget.  

Jack treated me as an equal, that 
made me feel important. He ignored the 
colour of my skin; my youth and lack of life 
experience and I became the vehicle for him 
to be involved in the running of a building 
business in the exclusive “white man’s 
world”.  I would generate busines, finance 
the work, liaise with the customers and Jack 

would run the workforce and get things done 
in good time.  

Jack was building a home for himself, 
three hours north of Johannesburg and I 
would drive him and his crew of four or five 
home on a Friday night in my truck loaded 
with materials for his home.  I would be met 
by his Portuguese speaking wife and 
excited children and refreshed with beer 
and indescribably delicious real 
Mozambiquan Peri-Peri Chicken before my 
return journey. 

The Portuguese colonialises never 
measured the indigenous population of 
either Angola or Mozambique by their skin 
colour, but by education. A black person’s 
progress was determined not by colour but 
qualifications.  Jack assumed from the start 
of our relationship we were equals which I 
thrived on and enjoyed as there was no sub-
context of colour. 

Thus, I had a workforce of black men 
earning top money for a good job done who 
would never have had the opportunity to 
excel otherwise.  They would have been 
consigned to earn and work as “labourers” 
on a building site.  It is thus here as a young 
white South African I realised in order for a 
country, a nation, a society to maximise its 
potential it cannot afford to have the 
individual’s potential constrained by any-
thing other than the limitations of their skill. 

I think therefore that “Black lives 
Matter” is a legitimate call for equal 
treatment. Not special empowerment, which 
creates a new problem but the right to be 
able to co-exist on an equal playing field.  

As a society of 7.8 billion people we 
need to fix this as we cannot afford to be 
limiting any unit of our society based on 
anything other than the natural limitations of 
that individual’s natural ambition. 

Rich Walkden 

August 2020   Editor: Richard Walkden, 259 6505 e-mail: zineditor1@gmail.com 
     Advertising: Charles Stewart, Goadby 259 8310  

Volume 32, Issue 08      Email: charles.familystewart@gmail.com 

mailto:Zineditor1@gmail.com
mailto:zineditor1@gmail.com


St John The Baptist 

I’m not sure that I would have predicted at the 
beginning of July 2020 I would be in a 
situation where I have to say I do not know 
what we will be doing by the time this article 
is published in the August magazines of our 
churches! 

Since the beginning of this year I have had to 
learn to go slower! You know me well after 9 
years here and so you know that is not my 
natural way of being. Going slow is for 
holidays when I love nothing more than to be 
‘on foot’ and see the world at walking pace. 
When I’m not on holiday then like everyone 
else it’s a whirl of one thing to the next. 

However this year work has changed, church 
has changed, life has changed. For some of 
the time there was more to do, particularly 
March to June where I was in a Deanery role 
and involved in some of the ‘worst case’ 
planning most of which I am glad to say we 
did not need.  

Some of the time though was much, much, 
slower. Sundays I notice particularly have 
meant being in one place (usually my study) 
and meeting online with others from a range 
of villages. There are some disadvantages to 
this but seeing the people from various 
villages that I connect with now connecting 
with one another has actually been a joy (like 
seeing friends from different parts of your life 
come together). 

I have been aware of how blessed I am both 
in terms of my health, not being in any of the 
‘vulnerable’ categories for this virus, living in 
the most beautiful countryside – and so many 
other blessings I just can’t count. I have kept 
in my prayers those who don’t have all or 
even any of these blessings. The difficulty of 
being separated from family has touched 
most of us including me and the loss of loved 
ones is heart breaking. 

We are now at the stage of thinking how we 
learn to live in this situation, how we move 
out of lockdown (whilst very aware that 
friends just down the road are back in strict 

lockdown of course) how to we go out, meet, 
worship in a way that is safe?  

As a church we are working through those 
things and trying to find a way of gathering 
again safely. We like many other charities 
are counting the cost of lost fundraising 
events which may have a serious effect on 
our ability to pay for those things which are 
necessary like the insurance of the building 
and our contribution towards having Clergy 
to take services.  It’s difficult for every charity 
and for many individuals financially, 
emotionally, mentally, physically. All of us are 
living through unprecedented and testing 
times. 

For me like everyone else it’s not always 
easy but I am holding onto the light and hope 
my faith brings me, I’m rejoicing in the 
rainbows I see (in nature and the many 
drawn in windows and on the pavement)  

I’m taking comfort from the joy of the 
kindness our villages have shown and I am 
hoping and believing that there will be a day 
when we can gather again, and sing, and 
celebrate like we used to but until then let’s 
continue to take care of one another and stay 
safe.  

Prayers for you all. 

Alison 

If you need to get in touch... 

Rev’d Alison: 0116 259 6321 
Rev’d Rosie: 0116 259 9517 

Sunday  
Church Services! 

Sunday services in Church 
are back – we look forward 
to seeing you soon! 

Aug 2nd 5pm Goadby 

Aug 9th 10am Skeffington 

Aug 16th  10am Keyham 

Aug 23rd 11am Billesdon 

Aug 30th  4pm Deanery Together 
      On Zoom 







Things are not the same though – this is 
because we have made changes in line with 
the Government advice to keep everyone 
safe. 

This includes social distancing (using 
alternate pews), hand sanitiser, face masks, 
no singing, and a queuing / stewarding 
system to ensure the maximum number of 
people can attend. 
Please consider your own vulnerability, the 
Government advice and attend only the 
village where you live.  
The rest of the Benefice will be together on 
Zoom, our Clergy will be doing both (other 
than when away on holiday) - this is because 
we are limited to the number of people in the 
building at 2m apart.

Also Every Sunday:  
Services on Zoom 10am 

Starting Sunday 2nd August we are 
holding a new weekly joint service with 
the Gaulby Group, at 10am. Please 
email Rev’d Rosie for the login 
information: rosiehomer1@gmail.com 

Private Prayer in Church 

Billesdon Church is open for private 
prayer Every Thursday 10am-12noon. 

Can we pray for you? 
Text your prayer to 07538 733221. 

Regular Church News  
... is available weekly by email – 
get in touch with Rev’d Rosie on 
rosiehomer1@gmail.com  
to be added to the mailing list. 

A prayer for this month 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort, knowing that 
nothing can separate us from your love in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Spot the Difference !! 

The Chapel  
At the moment... 
Although some worship 
buildings are open for 
quiet personal prayer for the time being the 
Chapel building will remain closed, until we 
can welcome you safely inside. We will still 
be praying though, wherever we are and 
keeping in contact 

Keeping in touch 

We are keeping in contact by WhatsApp, 
Facebook, phone, email, text, post or any 
other way.  We want to ensure that everyone 
is cared for and encouraged through these 
continuing difficult times.  

Sunny Days  

We are having our usual summer break. 

Home Group 

Home Group will restart online in Sep. 

Sunday Worship 

We are meeting online together on Sunday 
mornings at 10.30am for Sunday Worship 
You can join Sunday Worship meetings by 
phone or on the internet – please let us know 
if you want the details of how to join us.  
Contact Brian Boley, 07485 046000, 
billesdonpastor@gmail.com   
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……Brian 
Boley 

I’ve been asked 
to put together a 
few words about 
me – here they 
are: progressive, people loving, unorthodox, 
family man, Jesus follower who leads the 
church that meets at the Chapel.  Outside of 
this I’m interested in box sets, comedy, 
sausages, mugs of tea, playing music and 
anything with custard.  During lockdown I’ve 
been frustrated by the limitations of Zoom 
but the Chapel online has had visitors from 
Wales, Bristol, London, Norway and 
Uppingham and I look forward to seeing 
more people face-to-face – is anyone up for 
a cuppa? 

Goadby Gleanings 

Like many communities, Goadby is slowly 
adapting to the dramatic changes that have 
been imposed on our daily lives. Many of 
those who did commute for their daily work 
have adjusted to working from home but we 
sympathize with those whose businesses 
have been completely closed down. 
Hopefully those industries will be allowed to 
return soon. The hospitality sector is the 
most vulnerable and we see that in the 
closed village pubs and restaurants. Some 
have been able to adapt adjoining space to 
accommodate guests but others are not so 
fortunate. Customers also need to be 
encouraged to venture out. With the age 
profile of our residents this may be many 
months away if ever. 

One bright spark however has been the 
Open Gardens Scheme whichby its very 
nature exudes safety. Nevill Holt opened the 
magnificent gardens in July. In strictly 
controlled conditions visitors were able to 
enjoy the spectacular surroundings, gardens 
and sculptures accompanied by 
performances by four members of the Nevill 
Holt Opera Young Artists. The event made a 
welcome change to daily life! 

Despite the inhibitions placed on the human 
population, nature has continued at its 
normal pace. As this note is being written, the 
barley harvest has started around the village. 
This is something we would not have 
anticipated back in March as we struggled 
through the waterlogged paths. All we saw 
were unprepared fields waiting to be drilled. 
There is no doubt that nature has a clever 
way of compensating for earlier excesses. It 
is only the human race that attempts to 
disrupt this process. 

Charles Stewart 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Burglars please note... we don’t have an 
active neighbourhood 
watch scheme and are 
thus easy pickings for 
you and your mates….  

That is unless we get a 
volunteer to manage the 
scheme, possibly using 
FB or another medium to 
keep people in touch with things and 
manage the provision of a provide a single 
point where people can alert each other to 
dodgy activity…, just saying. 
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WOODLAND POOL 

On my first visit after the start of the Big 
Butterfly Count, I was interested to note the 
different proximity tolerance levels of the 
various species of butterfly. Whereas the 
Small Tortoiseshell, Ringlet and Large 
Skipper seemed comfortable to let me get 
relatively close before flying off, the Meadow 
Brown, Large White and Small Skipper were 
definitely not. 
Equally 
‘relaxed’ were 
the Southern 
Hawker and 
Common Darter 
Dragonflies as 
well as some 
species of 
hoverfly. 
Reading up on the latter, I learned that most 
only have Latin names but one, being bright 
orange with black stripes, has the common 
name Marmalade Hoverfly. I was able to 
identify and photograph this and numerous 
other hoverfly species visiting the Thistles 
and Cranesbill in the top meadow and down 
by the pool. 

It’s worth walking slowly along the various 
paths and scanning the foliage for insects. 
Some, such as the brightly coloured 
butterflies, ladybirds, bees and hoverflies, are 
more obvious than others but if you look 

closely, both on and 
under the plants 
and flower heads, 
you will see other 
species of tiny 
beetles, spiders, 
weevils, flies and 

snails. On one small patch of ragwort I 
counted over 60 yellow and black Cinnabar 
moth caterpillars. 

Billesdon Woodland Pool is a wonderful little 
reserve, home to a fantastic array of species, 
many yet to be officially recorded for the site. 
It was thought a Facebook page would be a 
lovely way for folks visiting the reserve to 
share their wildlife sightings with one another 
and would be a great way to learn more 
about the wildlife of the reserve. It would also 

encourage the recording and reporting of 
species found for monitoring and 
conservation purposes.  

Please post your sightings and pictures on 
the Facebook page “Billesdon Woodland 
Pool Nature Reserve.” 

Jo Edwards 

CHAIRMAN’S BLOGG 

Some views of 
the Chair of 
the Parish 
Council 

Things seem very quiet at present, due in 
part to the current state of lockdown, or 
release from lockdown, whichever applies. 
The fly tipping incidents, recently reported, 
were speedily cleared up by HDC. 

We are lucky to live in a rural community, 
that still take note of social distancing, and 
most of us probably don’t venture far from 
the safety of the Parish. I know that my two 
children who live in London, get the view 

NOTICE TO ALL READERS 
HOW HAS THE LOCKDOWN AFFECTED 

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY? 
HOW HAVE YOU ALTERED YOUR 

WORK OR BUSINESS? 
The editor would be pleased to hear 
from any of our readers about the 

changes you have had to make to your 
life. What innovations have helped to 

keep your business working? Have you 
learned any new skills? We shall be 

pleased to publish contributions which 
will be of interest to readers. Please 

contact by phone letter or email:  
Charles Stewart 0116 259 8310,  

Hillcroft, Goadby LE7 9EE 
charles@familystewart.org.uk  

mailto:charles@familystewart.org.uk


that most of the younger generation there 
think it’s all over! 

Of course, we are having to deal with any 
spin off from the continued lockdown in 
Leicester, which hopefully won’t spread to 
far east or last to long. 

The Parish Council continues to operate 
using ZOOM, and as I have commented 
previously, works to a point, but does not 
give all the necessary interactions to get 
the best out of the group. 

It would appear that with the continued 
easing of lockdown, we may be able to 
make a start on things like the necessary 
pruning of the two trees on the village 
green 

Those of you keen followers of Facebook 
will have seen that we agreed with an 
ecology company to create a Great 
Crested Newt area, at the Woodlands Pool, 
totally managed and paid for by them, so 
we expect things to get underway in the 
next few months. 

Once again if anybody has questions, 
queries, moans or groans, please contact 
any councillor, who will try and help. 

Simon Ford 

Chair of Billesdon Parish Council. 

Billesdon School 
The academic year has now 
finished – and what a year it 
has been!  

We’d not necessarily expect 
an article from school during the holidays, so 
instead I’m taking this opportunity on behalf 
of all of us, simply to say a huge 

THANK YOU 
to Mrs Cook, Mrs Willcocks and all the staff 
at school for their amazing efforts, keeping 
things going, throughout these past difficult 
months.  

Also to parents and guardians too – 
you are heroes at home. 

I have really missed being able to be with you 
all in person, so it has been lovely seeing 
glimpses of what everyone has been up to 
wherever they have been, when school has 
posted updates online. 

So much creativity, imagination and 
dedication of pupils, parents and staff alike. 

I very much hope you all can put your feet up 
and enjoy a much deserved break over the 
summer, whatever that may look like! 

As we continue to travel into the unknown, I 
continue to be thankful that we journey 
together (whether in person or socially-
distanced!) as a community of colleagues, 
families, friends, supporters and neighbours. 

With our love and prayers for the summer, 
and every blessing for all those who are 
moving to new pastures next term.  

Rev’d Rosie 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 
You will have received a letter or 

email from myself asking about any 
changes that you may wish to make 
to your advertisement in the coming 
year. This may seem a long way off 
but we need to make provision for 

alterations well in advance. If I do not 
hear to the contrary your advert will 
be repeated as shown in this issue. 
Please contact Charles Stewart on 

0116 259 8310 or 
charles@familystewart.org.uk  
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Urgent Food Bank Appeal: Please Help 
Our Churches continue to support the local 
Foodbank and they are running really low on 
supplies, and an ever-increasing need with 
people continuing to be on furlough / without 
a job. 
All donations of longlife food would be really 
welcome - they are especially short of the 
following: Tinned meat, Tinned soup, Tinned 
veg, Pasta sauce, UHT milk, UHT fruit juice 
and Coffee. 
Items may be left in any of our Church 
porches, or if that’s not possible, phone 
Rev’d Rosie to collect from your doorstep: 
0116 259 9517. 
If you'd prefer to donate money directly, that's 
equally welcome - see online 
https://leicestersouth.foodbank.org.uk/giv
e-help/donate-money/ 
We can all do a little, to make a big difference 
to people.  

Thank you so much for your support! 

Village People Newsflash 
Mr & Ms Walker  

OK I’m trying to be smart with a catchy title, 
which may or may not get you to read this. 
The Parish Council is looking for Mr and 
Ms Walker: or preferably several of them. 
Let me explain. 

In 2009 John Wilson 
and his small intrepid 
band of drinkers (sorry, 
walkers) took it upon 
themselves to do the 
leg work involved in 
preparing that 
attractive little booklet 
you’ve probably seem 
for sale in the Post Office, called ‘9 Circular 
Walks from Billesdon.’ It proved so popular 
that a reprint was issued in 2013, and it is 
once again sold out.  

John has now asked if the Parish Council 
would be willing to promote an update and 
reissue of the booklet, given that some of 
the details are out of date – stiles, 
signposts, access routes etc. The trustees 
of the Post Office have been contacted 
with a view to help with funding this project, 
but first things first – if it is to get off the 
ground, we need some volunteers to re-
tread the nine routes and provide details of 
the modifications needed.  So here is one 
silver lining to that pandemic cloud. Let’s 
make use of all that local knowledge 
accrued over the past weeks while so 
many of you have been tramping the 
highways, byways and footpaths around 
the area. We can provide you with details 
of the routes to be checked out if you don’t 
have a copy of the booklet, and if we share 
out these tasks it will provide an up-to-date 
record for the benefit of all. If you’d like to 
help or just want to find out what it 
involves, without obligation, contact any 
member of the Parish Council or email me 
on pfran6853@aol.com We need your 
help! 

Peter Francis 

NOTICE TO READERS 

The Billesdon & District Parish News & 
Views depends upon the generous 

support of our advertisers and the efforts 
of the volunteers who deliver the 

magazine to 670 households in the 
combined parishes. We thank you all 

most sincerely and hope that the 
disruption of the past five months can 

now be rectified. For your part, readers, 
it would be appreciated if you would 

acknowledge the work of the distributors 
and to mention the B&D P N&V when 

using the services or shopping in any of 
the businesses who do advertise with us. 

Charles Stewart 
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Village 
People 

No. 119 

Liz Morrison 

Have you spotted 
a Dingy Skipper 
recently? Or a 
Black Hairstreak? 
No, it’s nothing to 
do with personal appearance. One of the 
silver linings of this dark pandemic cloud 
we’re all under these days is the seemingly 
flourishing natural world all around us. Is it 
that we just have more time to notice it, or 
has that warm Spring really enabled us to 
enjoy the birds, bees and wild flowers even 
more than usual?  

Add butterflies to that list. The warmest May 
on record has meant there are more of them 
than ever, and as I write this, we are in the 
middle of a national butterfly count. So, who 
better to feature this month than Liz, who 
lives in our midst and is the Roots of 
Rockingham Community Engagement 
Officer?  She’s currently engaged on a five-
year project run by Butterfly Conservation 
called ‘Back from the Brink.’ One of their 
focuses is the reintroduction to England of 
the previously extinct Chequered Skipper 
butterfly. This involves importing a collection 
of them from Belgium where they still survive, 
and after rigorous safety checks, releasing 
them into a secret location in the 
Rockingham Forest. This is followed by the 
not insignificant task of monitoring their 
progress. Imagine being given that task. 
Where would you start? The good news is 
the Skipper is surviving.  

Liz had a career change after working 
originally for Marie Curie in palliative care. 
She has now worked in a variety of 
conservation roles and sectors over ten 
years, as an ecological surveyor, wildlife 
warden, nature reserve manager and 
horticulturist. So why the switch? I asked. 
She drew an interesting parallel between 

working with patients and their loved ones in 
the past, compared with engaging groups 
and communities now in discovering new and 
satisfying interests in nature. So, it’s as much 
about engaging with us as counting the 
butterflies. In her words ‘the ethos within 
conservation is positive and volunteers find 
the work therapeutic’. Liz now spends her 
time in community engagement via such 
activities as guided walks and presentations 
to schools and colleges.  

That’s when she is at work, which is only part 
of the story. She was brought up in Fleckney 
and through her schooling contacts from 
Kibworth and Market Harborough she 
became familiar with Billesdon and was 
aware of the Woodland Pool even before 
moving here six years ago. She is an 
enthusiastic supporter of all that it offers and 
is pleased about the Great Crested Newt 
initiative about to start there.  

She had an interesting take on a question 
that the Parish Council has grappled with. If 
this is an area of preserved nature, should it 
be ‘managed’ or left to run wild? Liz says 
there is a case for leaving it, but that would 
result in silted-up wetlands, general scrub 
and eventually a dark wooded canopy. 
Nothing wrong with that and very natural, but 
it would lead to a loss of species-rich open 
water and a loss of biodiversity overall. If it is 
managed as proposed with the assistance of 
Natural England, the diversity of plants and 
wildlife will be greatly enhanced. Not just for 
butterflies! 

Liz is an avid rock climber. She is a member 
of the local Bowline Climbing Group which 
spends time in The Peak District and also 
has its own hut in Llanberis in Wales. It’s all 
in abeyance of course at the moment, so Liz 
spends a lot of time running and doing 
strength training in readiness for the off. 

And finally. No word of a lie, as I sat down to 
write this, I discovered a tiny green caterpillar 
crawling up my arm. If I wait long enough, I 
could include it in the national count… 

Peter Francis 






	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



