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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
 
 

The Church of England is producing a series of prayers and acts of worship for those 
unable to attend church, available here https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources. 
The readings and collect and a sermon for today are below, which you can also use in the 
week ahead. 
 
** ************************************************************* 

Romans 9:1-5 
I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy 
Spirit – 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that 
I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my 
own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine 
glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 
promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of 
the Messiah, who is God over all, for ever praised! Amen. 
 
Matthew 14: 13-21 
13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 
place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed those who 
were ill. 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a 
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go 
to the villages and buy themselves some food.’ 16 Jesus replied, ‘They do not need to 
go away. You give them something to eat.’ 17 ‘We have here only five loaves of bread 

and two fish,’ they answered. 18 ‘Bring them here to me,’ he said. 19 And he told the 
people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up 
to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The 
number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 
Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity  
Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our sake: when we 
prosper save us from pride, when we are needy save us from despair, that we may 
trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
******************************************************* 
Let us pray: 
Father, we bring before you in our prayers today the church throughout the world.  We 
remember all in ministry, especially those who are serving in deprived or violent areas of 
the world; all those who are in personal danger for teaching others about you.  May they 
all feel the reassuring presence, blessing and power of your love.    
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, you know the secrets of life and death.  You know the sorrows of our 
hearts. We ask that you give to all who suffer your comfort and peace.   May we always 
trust you for the future; and may we face every new circumstance of life with courage, 
patience and hope, in the faith of Jesus Christ our Lord.     
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Jesus, Lord of life and conqueror of death, look with compassion on those who grieve for 
the loss of a dear one.  Let them know that you are with them even in the darkest hours; 
and in your presence may they find courage, comfort and peace 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 

************************************************** 
Our YouTube channel is:  
  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  
 
Look for this week’s services. 
**************************************************************** 
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 Homily on Matthew 14: 13-2 by Elaine Simkin Reader Emeritus 
 
How do we deal with death?  when Jesus heard of the death of his dear friend John 
the Baptist he withdrew to a boat and sailed to a deserted place by himself…I guess 
he needed to be alone, to take time out, he needed solace , time to reflect …and time 
to talk to his father God. I expect, as we would at the death of a loved one, be asking 
the question…  Why? Why? Why now, Why John?  
 
Whilst Jesus was out in the boat, large crowds gathered… why do people think it’s 
their right to congregate together because of your loss? It reminds me of the death of 
Princess Diana, the Queen kept the boys William and Harry at Balmoral in a secure 
private bubble, protecting them, giving them time to reflect, to question, to grieve, 
but the crowds gathered in London in there thousands…Why did they feel the need to 
gather, was it because she was their Princess, their friend? Or did they just want to 
show support. 
 
That begs the question did the crowds gather on that night by the lake because they 
thought John the Baptist was their friend, their hero, their saviour? Or were they 
there to support and see Jesus in his loss, to be there for him, to stand by him…who 
knows…what we do know is Jesus was emotional, he shed tears, but he was also 
deeply moved with pity for the crowd, he showed compassion, he cured the sick… and 
maybe he was just very grateful for their support. 
 
When the evening came , the disciples tried to take control, trying to  protecting 
Jesus,  they approached him and said, it is late; shall we dismiss the crowds so that we 
can go to the village and get something to eat, you need to rest.  Jesus said to them, 
There is no need for them to go away; give them some food. But Sire the disciples 
said… we only have “Five loaves and two fish that’s all we have here.” Jesus said 
“Bring them here to me, ” and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.  Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, Jesus said the blessing, and 
broke the loaves, passing the bread to the disciples, who in turn gave it to the crowds.  
They all ate and were satisfied, the crowd began to disperse the disciples picked up 
the fragments left over— twelve wicker baskets full. It is said those who ate were 
about “five thousand men, not counting women and children”.  
 
When we are faced with the death of a loved one, we are not the ones generally 
thinking straight…It was the disciples who worried about Jesus and his need for food 
and rest. Perhaps, seeing the compassion Jesus showed toward the crowd, his friends 
were also moved. They too were touched in their humanity. They wanted to 
contribute; they wanted to help. But they didn’t know how? 
 

Their compassion mainly extended to Jesus. They saw the fatigue on his face. They 
have noted the reason for his departure earlier that day. So, perhaps they are 
attempting to intervene for Jesus., to protect him 
Whatever the reason, what we see is that they are learning the lesson of Jesus's 
compassion, which after all is the point, and they are attempting to apply it. 
 
So, what is the lesson this parable is trying to teach us today?  It is an instruction for 
us. We too must somehow come to the place where, even in the weariness of times, 
the grief, the sadness that we experience from the onslaught of life, we too must be 
still willing, to be moved to compassion, to act, to care by action, to move close, to 
take the grief, to put our arm around each other,  to put our trust in God, to give 
blessings and thanks for what we still have.  Remembering always to be kind.  
 
In the words of Mother Teresa 
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort… than to be comforted; 
to understand than to be understood, 
 to love than to be loved, 
 For it is by forgetting self… that one finds; 
it is by forgiving that one is forgiven,  
it is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.   
So… Jesus teaches us, to always try to be compassionate, caring and kind, to reach out 
to those in need, to love one another as he loves us.…Amen. 
 
 
************************************************************** 
 

       Do contact us if we can offer any help or support at this time. 
 

Team Rector: Revd Carol Pharaoh 01942 859251 carol.pharaoh@gmail.com    
www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk  

           Team Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne 01204 468150 
 

*************************************************************** 
Sunday worship has now resumed at St. John’s! 

                           It is different! 
You are very welcome to attend at 9.30 a.m. each Sunday, but we ask 
that you respect the guidance given on arrival.  
Numbers are restricted. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
Vicar and Church Wardens. 

 
************************************************************* 
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