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Welcome to this issue of “United” - the newsletter for the parishes of  
St Philip’s and St Mark’s.

We hope that you are keeping safe and well and taking the time to take a 
moment for pause, reflection and prayer. In this issue you can learn more about 
the opportunities for worship in current times, Revd Sarah Watson tells us about 
the St Philips Church plant and Fr Julian (not one to put his feet up!) takes on 
another church.

It is hoped that this newsletter brings you comfort, enjoyment and enlightment. If 
you have anything to share for the next issue (including stories, prayers, recipes, 
puzzles etc) then please send them to: united@stphilipschaddesden.co.uk
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August - In loving memory

We remember those whose anniversary of death occurs at 
this time:  

Dorothy Laywood, Harold Wardle, Philip Snowden,  
John Cable, Ena French, Thomas Robinson,  
David Consterdine, Agnes Douglas, Cyril Haskey,  
Morris Fowkes, Wilf Barson, Elsie Hesketh,  
Michael Murray, Rowland Salt.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory



Fr Julian writes...
It is natural at times of change and uncertainty we look to faith to provide us 
with a solidity that perhaps the rest of life is lacking. The news on many fronts is 
changing rapidly and in many ways full lockdown felt a good deal easier because 
we all knew where we had to be…at home! Some of you have, I know, been 
joining us for our online worship from Spondon which takes place on Wednesday 
mornings at 10.30am, Thursday evenings at 7pm and Sunday mornings at 10am. 
You can catch all those services simply by going to the St Werburgh’s FaceBook 
page. You can also get the Sunday service from our website www.stwerburgh.com  

I’m telling you this as I’d really love to see you there. We have a tendency to think 
in our own little worlds and it might be easy to think that just because  
St Philip’s and St Mark’s buildings are still not physically open for worship yet that 
nothing is happening. As we emerge from lockdown over the coming months, 
its important we all realise we are now part of something bigger in a very real 
way. I am responsible for St Mark’s and St Philips, St Werburgh’s in Spondon 
and St Osmund’s over in Wilmorton, which takes in all of Pride Park. Over these 
parishes there is also Derwent Oak, Rev. Sarah’s work enabling a new church 
here in Chaddesden, Open Table in Spondon and the Journey Community in 
Wilmorton and none of these new ‘churches’ are any less important than what has 
traditionally been around for a long time.

Bishop Ted Wickham who was Bishop of Middleton back in the 1980s used to 
even then talk about how when the parish system was set up in the fourteenth 
century the average person in England saw… that is SAW 250 people in their 
entire life…The population of our combined parishes is well over 60,000 souls 
and most of us see more than 250 people on a simple shopping trip into Derby, 
so its just not possible for ‘vicaring’ to carry on as many of us have been used to it 
happening. 

Vicaring or to give it its proper name the Cure of Souls is something we all share 
and you cannot look to a priest to do it on your behalf. This means all of us need 
to live our Christian life knowing that the Church of God primarily exists for the 
people who do not as yet come, so can I ask you all to pray 
for Rev. Sarah at St Philip’s and for Derwent Oak and Aspire 
at St Mark’s in these coming weeks and I invite you to either 
join us online or even book a ticket and come to mass in the 
garden at St Werburgh’s…it’d be lovely to see you! 

We will progress to such gatherings across our Fellowship 
over the coming period of time as together we are careful and 
caring for all.

Great love. 

Fr J



There are opportunities to take part in activities, share fellowship and pray 
together other than on Facebook on a Sunday morning.

Daily Prayer is said at 10am and anyone can join in. It lasts around 20 mins and 
is a good opportunity to pause and to link with others. Just get in touch with Fr 
Julian who will explain how to get involved.

Faith Through Art continues to meet (virtually) monthly on Wednesday at 
7:30pm. It gives everyone an opportunity to reflect more deeply on their faith and 
spirituality by exploring a painting and related piece of Scripture together, followed 
by a reflection and discussion. Everyone is welcome and no prior knowledge 
of art is needed at all! Contact Kate to join, next sessions on 19th August, 16th 
September and 21st October.

Reading Romans - we are reading St Paul’s Letter to the Romans on the St 
Werburghs Facebook page from the Message Translation. Get in touch with Fr 
Julian and you can have the chapter emailed to you each day and also, if you 
wanted, you can be part of online discussion on WhatsApp or we’ll also be having 
a few Zoom discussions.

Lectio Divina is every other Thursday at 8pm. A gentle way to do bible study … 
it’s not about getting it right or wrong, it’s about how God is speaking to us. If you 
want to know more contact Fr Julian … it doesn’t hurt to give it a go and it is a 
wonderful way again in busy lives to really pause for a moment and be open to the 
Holy Spirit.

Thursday evening Mass livestream on St Werburghs Facebook page. You can 
send in prayer requests and messages online, a weekly service to feed us all! 
If you would like to record a short video, read, pray and contribute to our online 
worship on a Sunday then let Fr Julian know. Now restrictions are easing a little 
bit, it’s easier to get things recorded. A wonderful way to connect and keep in 
touch.

Worship in the garden - during August and September you can join in worship 
physically in the St Werburgh church garden on Wednesdays at 10.30am and 
8pm. Evening Prayer lasts about 25 minutes and is a gentle time of psalms, quiet 
and a reading or two… no singing but we might have some recorded music.

Public worship at St Werburghs must be ticketed. If you cannot get a ticket, you 
will be given priority for the following week or when you are next able to attend.

Email stwhelps@gmail.com to book a ticket.
• Masks must be work as you move around the garden.
• Social distancing must be maintained at all times.
• Provide details for track and trace
• If you or any member of your household/bubble are or have been ill in the last 

14 days please do not attend.

It’s not just about Sunday...



It has been great getting to know everyone across the fellowship of  
St Werburgh’s, St Philip’s, St Mark’s, the Journey Community and Derwent 
Oak. Despite not being able to physically meet I have felt that I have got to 
know some of you a lot more during our outline worship and zoom coffee. I 
have really valued that during this time. 

As you have got to know me you may have noticed that I am a big sports fan 
and also love my coffee! I watch Derby County when I can and spend a lot of 
time around the world of tennis supporting my son and offer sports chaplaincy.

I moved to Derby in 2002 with my husband and until 2015 worked as a teacher 
at Bluecoat Academy, a Church of England school in Nottingham. I was 
involved in lay ministry in a different denomination for about 20 years. During 
my time at Bluecoat I felt a strong call to the Anglican church and ordination. 
This meant laying down what I was doing to go on an unknown journey which 
led to ordination and to this point.

In October, my family moved to Chaddseden and as well as settling into a new 
home, I have spent much of my time trying to get to know the local community 
and discern where God is leading. My role is not as vicar of St Philip’s but 
as the enabling minister for a church plant i.e. for a new community of faith 
to develop and grow. Although it will look different in each place there are 
some overlaps with Derwent Oak and the Journey Community in that we are 
pioneering something new. I have valued the strong relationships with the 
churches across the fellowship. We meet in different places and in different 
ways but are very much together as we seek to partner with God and each 
other across the fellowship.

At the moment I am exploring the possibility 
of developing a community hub in partnership 
with others locally. Your prayers and support 
are much appreciated. I would love to see a 
community café emerge ran by local people 
with different services and groups operating 
from it, including opportunities for exploring 
faith and for worship. We are living in daunting 
times but also times of great potential.

Sarah

Rev S L Watson

p.s. - here I am joining a Sports Relief bike ride 
at Derby Arena where I am chaplain. 

St Philips Church Plant



Your giving counts - we need your help
Our church buildings may be closed currently, but the bills have continued to come 
in! A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who answered our call in May and sent your 
giving cheques to Anne. We received a brilliant response and as a result essential 
bills were paid.

As we approach August, we are appealing to you again for your support. If you are 
able, please would you consider sending your gift for past weeks by cheque payable 
to PCC St Philips (Chaddesden).
- If you receive this newsletter by post, you will have received an envelope.
- If you receive this newsletter by email, the details are in the email you received. 

We look forward to giving you more details soon about other ways to give, including 
monthly direct debit with the Parish Giving Scheme and online donations.

Faith through 
Art Group

Fr Julian takes on another parish
As things develop, inevitably jobs change this is both a positive move forward and a 
simple necessity. In February, Fr Julian became Vicar of St Philip’s in Chaddesden 
and St Mark’s in Derwent meaning that St Werbughs Spondon, as a parish, are 
more closely connected to Rev. Beth and Derwent Oak and to the church planting 
Rev. Sarah is undertaking. Bishop Libby also announced that Fr Julian was to be 
licensed as the priest with responsibility for St Osmund and St Andrew Wilmorton 
and Pride Park - so Fr Julian will be Parish Priest for 4 parishes in the city. This new 
connection also means that the work many folk at St Werburgh’s already support at 
the Journey Community with Rev. Cath is also becoming more of who we all are.

CHURCH IS CHANGING…. BECAUSE IT HAS TO CHANGE….the world of one 
vicar - one parish is gone forever, because we are the church together. It isn’t a 
service industry and in a very real sense we cannot presume the church will just 
always be there when we want it. IT IS UP TO ALL OF US TO BE THE CHURCH in 
our respective communities and together.



Ways to worship currently

Outdoors

During August & September,  
you can join in worship physically in 
the St Werburgh church garden on 
Wednesdays at 10.30am and 8pm.
Email stwhelps@gmail.com to book a 
ticket.
• Masks must be work as you move 

around the garden.
• Social distancing must be 

maintained at all times.
• Provide details for track and trace
• If you or any member of your 

household/bubble are or have been 
ill in the last 14 days please do not 
attend.

Online

St Werburgh, Spondon
facebook.com/StWerburghSpondon
Thursdays at 7.00pm 
Sundays at 10.00am
Download the order of service for the 
Sunday service at stwerburgh.com/
covid-19

Church of England
churchofengland.org
Sundays at 9.00am 

Time to Pray app 
Prayers for each day.

TV and Radio

National Act of Worship -  
Sunday, 8.00am, BBC Radio Derby

BBC Sunday Sermon -  
Sunday, 8.10am, BBC Radio 4

Songs of Praise -  
Sunday, 1.15pm, BBC1

Choral Evensong -  
Sunday, 3.00pm, BBC Radio 3

Phone

Daily Hope
CofE free phone -  
listen to hymns, services, readings 
and prayers.

0800 804 8044



The back page
Creation (our thanks to Jean F for sharing this)
God gave us sunshine, birds and trees
the star filled sky above.
He gave us beauty, flowers and friends
and special people to love...
And then because each life would bring
its share of stress and care,
he gave to us a wondrous gift -
the miracle of prayer...
How good it is to know
His love is always there
to comfort, help and guide us
through the mirace of prayer.

Quick quiz - how well do you know the Bible?
1) What does the eigth commandment tell us not to do?
2) Who was given a coat of many colors by his father?
3) What is the longest word in the Bible?
4) In what river was Jesus baptized?
5) At what trade did Jesus work when he became a man?

Quick quiz answers
1) Steal
2) Joseph
3) Maher-shalal-hash-baz (Isaiah 8: 1)
4) Jordan
5) Carpenter

The OHANA Prayer
Loving God,
transform all blocks and obstacles 
around us and inside our minds, bodies 
and hearts,
into pathways for your Grace ~
that we may be channels for your love
and peace in this place.
Embolden us with courage
to dare to dream of a better life
in which ALL may flourish.
Break our hearts open
so no one gets forgotten
or left behind.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.




