
This week’s reflection on Coronavirus living, from the Vicar 

Anyone who watched coverage of the third Test Match between 
England and Pakistan last week, will know that England were on top 
form; but Pakistan’s first innings featured a remarkable effort on the 
part of the Pakistani captain, Azhar Ali, who was 141 not out when the 
innings ended. In the BBC coverage Azhar Ali was interviewed, and 
inevitably was asked how he felt about his success. His response was 
lengthy and detailed, but it began very simply, with the words “Thanks 
be to God”. It is a mark of this player, that he regularly references his 
religious faith, and unashamedly spotlights it, and its centrality to his 
life and to his game.


This week our schools are resuming across England, and many of us know someone who 
will be returning to the classroom for a new term, and a new academic year. This is 
always an exciting time, but this year it is twinged with a variety of accompanying 
emotions, due to the Coronavirus. However, the experts (including the Chief Medical 
Officers of all four home nations) are all agreed that a 
resumption of education is of vital importance to the 
futures, and also to the present wellbeing, of all our 
children. We must act, and they must return.


Our religious life is of equally vital importance; and just as 
our children must return to school, so we must return to the 
fullest possible practice of our faith. We must not put it off 
any longer than is necessary; we must not be tempted to 
think that we can take it up again next month, next year, or 
whenever; our relationship with God exists right now, and 
our need to be reconciled to him is a constant of our 
human existence. As we weigh up the risks and the benefits of various parts of our lives, 
we must not fail to understand our need of spiritual learning, and of the opportunity of 
prayer and worship in the Body of the Church. Like Azhar Ali, we must be ready to assess 
every part of our life from a starting point of “Thanks be to God”. Our doors are open, and 
as soon as it is safe for each of us to do so, we must act upon the longing of our soul, to 
be found in the Temple of the Lord crying “Glory”, or hearing that cry, to answer “Alleluia”!
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St Gabriel’s Trumpet 
The Trumpet is currently published once every two weeks, always on a 
Sunday. Since you are currently receiving the Trumpet every fortnight, we 
are trying to keep it stocked with two-weeks-worth of Sunday prayers and 
readings, so that everyone can remain up to date with these things. Of 
course, we do hope that before too much longer the prayers and 
readings will return to a weekly news sheet in church, but we are not 
quite at that point yet. Meanwhile, as the summer moves into its final 
days, we are beginning to look in some detail at the shape of our 
church life together through the autumn, and the run-up to Christmas.




A Wedding Day 
On Monday (that’s Bank Holiday Monday, the day after publication of 
this edition of the Trumpet) some of us will be gathering in church for 
a wedding. The absence of weddings during lockdown has been one 
of the odd features of our life as a society, so there is a particular joy 
about this wedding taking place right now in St Gabriel’s. Please 
pray for all those preparing for marriage, and especially for Dennis 
and Macy to be married in our church tomorrow.


Equality Matters 
As we continue our relaunch, it is a good time to remind ourselves of some of the basics 
of Christian thought and belief; over the next few issues we will look at some “basics”.


“Here there is not Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, Barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, or free; but Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 3: 11).


There are very differing views about the Black Lives Matter campaign, which I entirely 
understand. It is a political movement, and all political movements will be controversial. It 
is not the place of the Church to be tied up in party politics. However, one of the 
principles behind that campaign is very much a Church issue, and that is the question of 
equality. The epistle to the Colossians, quoted above, helps remind us where we stand.


We can’t be certain what St Paul and St Timothy meant when they used those racial 
terms. The Jews were the children of Israel; the Greeks were the gentile civilisation of 
much of Europe (though distinct from Romans); Barbarians probably refers to people of 
north African and Arabian ethnicity - represented today by Ethiopians, Somalis, and Red 
Sea Arabs; Scythian is another very general term, but refers to people broadly from a 
sweep of land from Mongolia down into north-west India, and is perhaps best 
represented today by everything from Iran, though Afghanistan, and north into 
Kazakhstan. Certainly, these few well-chosen words conjure up a wealth of different races 
and cultures, and they do so for one express purpose - to state that “Christ is all, and in 
all”. Many of us believe that it is important to recognise and even emphasise differences 
of culture and ethnicity - not to “blur the edges” of people’s cultural heritage - but what is 
abundantly clear is that God sees no difference between people on racial, social, or 
ethnic grounds, and therefore neither can we. As St Peter puts it in Acts (speaking at 
Caesarea): “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality; but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right, is acceptable to him” (Acts 10: 34-35).


As Christians we are called to celebrate difference, and to celebrate cultures - our own, as 
well as other peoples’. But we must model all our relationships on God, who “shows no 
partiality”. Only by doing so can we fulfil the new commandment of Jesus to “love one 
another”, by seeing Christ in everyone we meet, of every race, language, and culture.




Sometimes, even with the best of intentions, we get it completely wrong!

In our lead article, Mark explores how Peter struggled with Jesus’ message.


Peter found it difficult to comprehend, let alone accept 
that the Mission of Jesus would end up with the pain and 
humiliation of crucifixion. He did not see why pain and 
suffering were essential or necessary for discipleship, and 
he was anxious that Jesus should avoid this course of 
action. He was indignant at the idea that such happenings 
should take place and, like many of us, he failed to grasp 
the essential role of suffering in God’s plan. He thought 
that being part of the Kingdom was a matter of power and 
success. No words could convince him that the Messiah 
was not about earthly splendour and glory. Peter still had 
t o l e a r n t h a t C h r i s t ’s 
standards were not those of 
privilege and prosperity. 

Jesus’ response is to reprimand Peter, and caution him 
against adopting the standards of this world.


Jesus concludes with a challenge to welcome hardship and 
embrace pain and personal suffering, for to hold on to this 
transitory life serves only to lose eternal life. The road of our 
life here on earth is not straight, and suffering is a sad reality. 
Greed, cruelty, and sickness are the order of the day in this 
modern world. Our earthly pilgrimage is beset with trials and 
tribulations: our “Valley of Tears”!


Nobody gets through life without their own experience of hardship in the form of illness, 
loss of income and the grief of losing someone who is dear to you. The problem of pain, 
“Why must we suffer?”, has been a debating point down the ages. When things go 
wrong, and we are sorely afflicted, we cry out in bitter anguish: “Why me?” It is then our 
natural instinct kicks in, to turn our backs on trouble hoping it will go away on its own 
accord, but it doesn’t. Running away from pain will never bring joy: hiding from it does not 
mean that it doesn’t exist.


Being a Christian isn’t easy. It is 
most demanding because God’s 
way of doing things is contrary to 
all human expectation. In the 
Gospel Christ tells us quite plainly 
that discipleship involves denying 
ourselves, taking up the cross, 
your cross, in trust and confidence, 
and following Christ all the way to 
the hill of Calvary. It is a hard 
teaching to accept and many will 

fail to accept the challenge, but it is that measure of greatness, the standard of the cross 
which defines God’s Kingdom, and our place in it.


Just as a road vehicle has the M.O.T. yearly to assess its worthiness, perhaps this is the 
time to assess our own worthiness as followers of Christ to ensure that we are truly taking 
up our cross, and walking in His footsteps?    Amen. 


        Mark Corcoran, Parish Reader 



 

Trinity 12 (proper 17): Year A 
 

Prayers and readings for 30 August: 
 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more 
ready to hear than we to pray and to give more than 
either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things which we are not worthy to ask but 
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:   Jeremiah 15: 15-21 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and 
bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In 
your forbearance do not take me away; know that on 
your account I suffer insult. Your words were found, 
and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your 
name, O LORD, God of hosts. I did not sit in the 
company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the 
weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me 
with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me 
like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore 
thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you 
back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what 
is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve 
as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you 
who will turn to them. And I will make you to this 
people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against 
you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with 
you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. I will 
deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem 
you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 
Psalm:   Psalm 26 
 

Resp:     Redeem me, and be merciful to me, O Lord. 
 
Give judgement for me, O Lord, for I have walked with 
integrity; I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my 
mind. R 
 

For your love is before my eyes; I have walked in your truth. I 
have not joined the company of the false, nor consorted with 
the deceitful. R 
 

I hate the gathering of evildoers and I will not sit down with 
the wicked. I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I 
may go about your altar. R 
 

To make heard the voice of thanksgiving and tell of your 
wonderful deeds. Lord, I love the house of your habitation 
and the place where your glory abides. R 
 
New Testament Reading:   Romans 12. 9-21 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what 
is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo 
one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do 
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 
is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 
 
Gospel:   Matthew 16. 21-28 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; 
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.’ Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will 
it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for 
what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Prayer over the gifts: 
Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry, who raises the 
poor, who fills our praise. Blessed be God for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside 
our sins and given us your healing: grant that we who 
are made whole in Christ may bring that healing to 
this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 



 

Trinity 13 (proper 18): Year A 
 

Prayers and readings for 6 September: 
 
Collect 
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to 
yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your 
love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through 
him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:   Ezekiel 33: 7-11 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel. 
 

The word of the Lord came to me: So you, mortal, I 
have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. If I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked 
ones, you shall surely die,’ and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your 
life.  
 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you 
have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins weigh 
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?’ Say to them, As I live, says the Lord 
GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, O house of Israel?. 
 
Psalm:   Psalm 119:  33-40 
 

Response:  Lead me, O Lord, in the path 
   of your commandments. 
 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes and I shall keep 
it to the end. Give me understanding and I shall keep your 
law; I shall keep it with my whole heart. R 
 

Lead me in the path of your commandments, for therein is 
my delight. Incline my heart to your testimonies and not to 
unjust gain. R 
 

Turn away my eyes lest they gaze on vanities; O give me life 
in your ways. Confirm to your servant your promise, which 
stands for all who fear you. R 
 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, because your 
judgments are good. Behold, I long for your commandments; 
in your righteousness give me life. R 

 
New Testament Reading:   Romans 13. 8-14 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for 
the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 
commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up 
in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love 
does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now 
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of 
light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in 
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Gospel:   Matthew 18. 15-20 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke to his disciples. ‘If another member of the 
church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 
you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses 
to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by 
my Father in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Prayer over the gifts: 
Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry, who raises the 
poor, who fills our praise. Blessed be God for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
God our creator, you feed your children with the true 
manna, the living bread from heaven: let this holy food 
sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we 
come to that place where hunger and thirst are no 
more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Patronal Festival - the last weekend of September! 



Sanctuary Lamps (30 August) 
+Blessed Sacrament Lamp sponsored by Shirani, for all suffering or dead from Covid-19.

+Walsingham Lamp sponsored by Bruce, Ben, & Georgie, in memory of Jan MacDonald.


Sanctuary Lamps (6 September) 
+Walsingham Lamp sponsored by Karen, in memory of her mother, Lillian Harwood. 

Forthcoming Services in September 
	 Sunday 30th 10.30  am	 Parish Mass & sermon

	 Wednesday  2nd 6.00  pm	 Said Mass

	 Saturday  5th	 12.00 noon	 Said Mass

	 Sunday  6th 10.30  am	 Parish Mass & sermon

	 Wednesday  9th 6.00  pm	 Said Mass

	 Saturday 12th	 12.00 noon	 Said Mass

	 Sunday 13th 10.30  am	 Parish Mass & sermon

	 Monday 14th 6.30  pm	 Said Mass for Holy Cross Day


All our lockdown broadcast services and presentations may still be viewed on YouTube.


For your prayers this week: 
Special Intention:  All those working towards a Coronavirus vaccine solution.

The Parish:  Westfields Road.

The Sick:  Valma Gardner, Gill Brunstrom, Dave Busby, Nida Gabriel.

Year’s Mind (30 Aug):  Michael Day, Donald Nathan, Phyllis Flatk, Teresa Hollingburg, Eve 
Thomas, Bettie Hart, John Hollis, John Lewis, Lee Cocklin, Verlie Gibbs.

Year’s Mind (6 Sept):  Clarice Griffiths, Grace Know, Shirley Fairhead, Louise Nethercott.

Recently Departed:  Pat Ridge, Richard Hawes.

COME TO MASS IN YOUR PARISH CHURCH 
St Gabriel’s Church is now open for mass on Sunday, Wednesday, and Saturday. 

Sunday 10.30 am  /  Wednesday 6.00 pm  /  Saturday 12.00 noon

Measures are in place for social distancing, sanitising, & hand-washing.

General email contact: 
office@saintgabrielacton.org 

Fr Timothy’s email: 
vicar@saintgabrielacton.org

Telephone: 
020 8259 2138	     Fr Timothy

 07572 113161	     Mark Corcoran

020 8993 6095	     Sandra Busby

020 8930 5754	     Jenny Boothe

020 8810 4929	     Area Dean

St Gabriel’s Website: 

www.saintgabrielacton.org 
From the website you can also click through to our 

Parish Facebook Page   and our   Parish YouTube Channel
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