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COVID-19 Restrictions 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR SUNDAY SERVICES  
AND OTHERWISE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
We are once more holding Sunday Services at 10am.   

We are following Government guidance on social distancing measures  
but we are a big church and we would love to see you there.  

 
At this time we are unable to leave the church open during the day  

but if you would like some time for private prayer and reflection  
we are running an appointment system for now.  

 
If you wish to come and prayer please contact the Church Wardens at  

Churchwarden@shipley.church  
and they will arrange a time to unlock the Church for you. 

 
 

There are many online resources, please go to: 
 

www.shipley.church  
(where we will make regular updates on what is happening at Shipley,  

including a weekly “Sermon” to ponder.) 
 

AChurchNearYou.com  
(run by the Church of England) 

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/c 

oronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches#na 
to find online resources for Prayer. 

 
Also please remember while you might be isolating yourself from others  

you are never alone.  If you need practical help, or just someone to talk to please 
contact Warden@Shipley.Church or phone 07720 288 807 

 
 

Gavin Kenny      Richard Killner 
Church Wardens 
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Well it has been tumultuous 2 months, we are taking our first tentative steps out 
of lockdown and Sunday Services have started once more in the Church at 
10am, observing social distancing rules. It has been lovely to see everyone 
again and while we still do not have singing it is a joy to be worshiping together 
in the church once more. Richard and I have both been thrilled by the support 
from everyone attending the services and helping us “find our way” in these 
novel times. We are pleased to announce that attendance is continuing to grow 
and that we are still able to maintain safe distancing with room to spare. 
    We have also been busy working with all the wedding couples whose plans 
have been turned upside down due to the pandemic, getting new dates sorted 
and working with them and the clergy to ensure those ceremonies that are now 
going ahead this year (albeit later than expected) and are aligned with all the 
Government’s controls.  Sadly there is talk of a second wave of Covid-19 and  as 
we speak some of those easing steps are being reversed to try to ensure we 
don’t go back to where we were in March, but for the moment Services will 
continue, although with the need for facemasks at the moment. The rules seem 
to be changing every couple of weeks so obviously I cannot list them all in this 
letter; please go to our website where I will try to keep everyone up to date.  You 
can find it at www.shipley.church . 
    For those of you who are still isolating at home, which is a very sensible 
precaution if you have concerns due to your health, age or to shield someone in 
your family, please don’t forget that you can also find a short service to read at 
home, at www.shipley.church,  which is kindly put together each week by Peter 
Sanderson. He gives us something to ponder, a hymn and the Gospel readings 
for the day.  
    As you might have guessed I have left the best news to last, we have a new 
vicar! I am very pleased and excited to announce that the Rev. Chris Allen has 
been appointed as the priest in charger of Shipley. Due to Covid restrictions 
Richard and I had to interview Chris via Zoom, which was novel experience, but 
he came through with flying colours and we were very pleased to ask the Bishop 
if he would approve an offer, which he did.  
    We have a short interview, later in the magazine so that you can start to get 
an idea of who Chris is and a little bit of his background. I think he and his lovely 
wife Elizabeth will be perfect for us and I hope they will be very happy here. 
We are sorting out paperwork and looking at getting Chris and Elizabeth moved 
into the vicarage as soon as possible, there is a lot to do and we are hoping that 
Chris will be able to take the service for Advent Sunday on the 29th November. 
 
Yours in Christ, Gavin and Richard 

The Churchwardens’ letter 
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Lent Study:  perfect for staycation instead! 
 
Audrey Bernardi reports 
    The Book to study during Lent this year was going to be "The also-rans".by 
Pam Pointer, a series of studies around the hidden heroes of the New 
Testament. However, lockdown meant the sessions did not happen.  
    This is a very interesting and thoughtful book which can be used for serious 
study of the Acts of the Apostles or more lightly as a travelogue for New 
Testament times in these days of staycation! It is published by Kevin Mayhew. 

 
Church Rotas   
 
From the Churchwardens 
    We know you will all be waiting to see the new rotas for cleaning, flower 
Arranging and, of course, Readers, Prayers and Sidesmen.  Due to the complete 
uncertainty of what is going on at the moment, we have made the decision to not 
prepare rotas for August and September.   
    Instead, we will carry on using the week to week ad-hoc arrangement. This we 
feel is easier at the moment due to people maybe deciding not to attend for 
isolation or shielding reasons.  However if you are happy to be part of this, 
please do let either of us know and we will include you. 
    As they say, “One willing volunteer is worth many pressed people” 
 
 

Shipley Parish News:   
How do I get my copy? 

 
There are currently two ways to get the Shipley Parish News: 
 
1:  Speak to Lucy West, on 01403 741912, to have a copy delivered to your door 
by our team of distributers.  A subscription to the printed copy is just £6 a year 
 
Or 2:  If you would like a PDF sent to you by email, please email the Church 
Wardens at Warden@Shipley.church with your name and email address, with 
the subject of “Parish E-Zine” and they will add you to the mailing list 
 
Important note:  by sending an email asking to receive an electronic copy of the Parish Magazine you 
are agreeing to your email being held on a list for the purpose of being send emails from Shipley 
Church.  You can stop this at any time by emailing Warden@Shipley.church with the words “STOP” 
in the subject line. 
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Editor’s letter 

Welcome to the August and September Shipley Parish News! 
 
    I write this… from home still.  Much as Black-Dog would like us to leave her to 
snooze the day away, and much as there has been talk about getting back into 
the office, I’m actually quite enjoying gazing out over the fields and won’t be 
hurrying back to the train station and the Big Smoke any time soon.  Working 
here has its moments for sure - my study is in the roof space, so I am baked 
gently throughout the morning and roasted to a crisp throughout the afternoon, 
but it’s a small price to pay.  Some firms are starting to open their offices up in 
London but cutting through the headlines, you soon find actually it’s on a very 
limited basis and those that have ventured up report that the City is a ghost 
town.  Normal is a long, long way off. 
    In the midst of all this, I’ve now completed my entry for “Son-in-Law of the 
Year”, and feel I have quite a good chance this time.  Let me explain.   
    Some time ago, Mrs Editor and I offered to help MiL with some decorating.  
The idea is that we’d pop up to see her over a string of weekends, do a little bit 
of decorating each time, but also have lunch, tea and cakes, a bit of a natter, tea 
and biscuits, and then head back home to Sussex.   
   Menfolk reading will quickly see through my plan.  Of course, this was all just a 
ruse to have a good feed every other weekend, and the longer one could string 
out preparing and painting a wall, the better.  As the professional decorators will 
tell you, it’s all in the prep.  Accordingly, I primed MiL that it could take quite a 
long time, would require multiple visits, and so several Sunday lunches.  
Cunning.  But then lock-down hit and those plans were very much on ice.   
    At the same time, holidays were put on hold, and I was faced with a bit of a 
quandary:  use my holiday allowance at work, or lose it.  With that in mind and 
with one eye on SiL-of-the-Year, I suggested to Mrs Editor that maybe I should 
take a few days away from work, head on up to MiL’s, and just get the 
decorating job done on my own.   
    Mrs Editor has never agreed to anything faster.  I had barely finished my 
suggestion as she shoved the last of the brushes, rollers and paint in the car.  
Yellow-Dog, ever the faithful friend, companion and tool carrier, hopped into the 
passenger seat, settled down, biscuit pouch in paw and all ready for a road-trip.   
    Farewells were bid, and off we went.  In the rear view mirror, Black-Dog could 
be seen, sat loyally at Mrs Editor’s side, looking on mournfully.  It was slowly 
dawning on her, as the gurgling engine noise faded into the distance, that my 
absence from home simply meant more high speed marches around the Parish, 
without Yellow-Dog pausing at every leaf, twig, flower or insect for an 
investigative sniff.   



7 

Website edition: August and September 2020 
 

 

    The job itself was relatively straightforward.  Despite being a “city slicker” in 
my day job, and so, by assumption, completely at sea when it comes to anything 
requiring even a modicum of practicality, I was brought up in a family where my 
parents did an awful lot of DIY, and I’ve picked up many a skill.  Across the years 
I’ve painted our houses top to bottom, and you can certainly see an evolution in 
my cutting in precision.   
    Allowing for prep, painting, watching paint dry, more painting, more watching 
etc., I estimated around five days, which I felt was a very fair assessment.   
Yellow-Dog also agreed, as she surveyed MiL’s living room deciding which 
armchair to claim for the duration.  Mrs Editor felt five days was a bit ambitious, 
as she continued to fill her diary with social engagements for while I was away.  
Black-Dog glumly looked at her ever tiring paws.  
    So we got started.  At this point, dear reader, you are probably expecting 
some story of calamity.  A tale of woe and disaster.  My regaling the scene as I 
clumsily stood on a full tray of paint, causing it to flick up and cover MiL top to 
toe.  Yellow-Dog’s well-intentioned assistance as she lay down against the wall, 
gluing her fur to a freshly painted skirting board.  Me electrocuting myself as I got 
too close to a loose socket. 
    I will, I’m afraid, disappoint.  Plain sailing all the way through.  No random 
wobbly lines, the centre pendant light changed with no real drama, new curtain 
rails put up straight.  Even a new bead of sealant around the window, something 
that is usually my nemesis, was relatively painless.  Mrs Editor, when she came 
up to undertake her inspection, was curiously quiet as she cast her beady eye 
over the newly made-over room.  The demons of the BBQ incident, which 
regular readers may remember from around this time last year, have been 
properly exorcised, and SiL-of-the-Year is in the bag. 
    By way of “payment”, I was treated to five days of hospitality courtesy of MiL.  
Full board: bed, breakfast, lunch, dinner, and all the drinks and snacks I could 
possibly eat.  It was in effect an all inclusive break, just without the swimming 
pool or cocktails.  I can make no complaints about dinner or lunch, but breakfast, 
well, that was a different matter.  Not only was I not treated to a cooked 
breakfast at all(!), it turns out that I had to butter my own toast.   
    This is, I’m sure you’ll all agree, a major controversy.  Mrs Editor always 
butters my toast.  It’s vital to get the butter on as soon as the toast is ready, so it 
melts and oozes into the warm bread.  But MiL refused to do so.  In fact, she 
also refused to put the marmalade on, something Mrs Editor also lovingly does.  
I didn’t think it was too much to ask, or to expect, but it turns out I was wrong.   
I had to butter my own, cold toast, a deeply unsatisfactory position to be in. 
    Am I alone in this mistreatment? 
               
Until next time, stay safe everyone, 
 
Greg and Rachel 
editor@shipleyparishnews.co.uk or 01403 741469 
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From the Parish Council 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
It seems such a long time ago when I last wrote to you all back in March, and 
much in the world has and continues to change.  Council meetings have 
continued to take place each month during this time, albeit virtually using Zoom 
rather than face to face.  Never before have I uttered the phrase “I think you’re 
on mute” so many times! 
 
One of the Council’s key focuses has continued to be the progression of our 
Neighbourhood Plan.  I am very pleased to report that following inspection by  
an independently appointed Examiner in June, our Plan has successfully  
been recommended for progression to Referendum.  Unfortunately, all 
referendums have been deferred until May 2021.  However, the Government  
has advised that once a Plan has received a formal Decision Notice of 
acceptance from the Local Authority (in our case Horsham District Council), the 
plan will be afforded significant weight in planning decisions until such time as a 
referendum can be held.  I am expecting to receive the Decision Statement in 
the next few weeks which will be a huge milestone for the Parish.  This is a 
fantastic achievement by the Steering Committee, who received much praise on 
the Plan from the Examiner. 
 
In other news, the Shipley Community Speed Watch Team were out on the A272 
by the Coolham Village Hall in June, monitoring speeds and noting the details of 
those vehicles who were travelling above the limit.  The team were out for two 
hours and discovered that around 10% of all vehicles travelling up the road from 
the crossroads towards Billingshurst were over the speed limit.  I’m sure the 
Team will be out and about again over the coming months.  We are of course, 
always looking for more volunteers to join our group, so do please contact our 
parish clerk (shipleyparishclerk@gmail.com) if you would like to join us. 
 
As I’m sure you are all aware it is now compulsory for us to wear face coverings 
when on public transport, in indoor transport hubs (for example stations and 
airports), shops and supermarkets, indoor shopping centres and banks, building 
societies and post offices, and many other places.  Our wonderful volunteers in 
the Shipley Community Hub have continued to work hard to provide support as 
we all adjust to the “new normal” by turning their hand to making face coverings 
which can be found on mask trees located at our Shipley pubs and picked up for 
a small donation.  For more info, contact the hub at info@ShipleyHub.co.uk. 
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Whilst the global pandemic situation continues to evolve, and the impacts of 
Covid-19 bring many changes to our way of life, I would again like to extend my 
sincere and grateful thanks to everyone who has risen to the challenge of 
supporting our community.  Whether your contribution has been small or large – 
it all matters and makes a difference.  Thank you. 
 
As ever, if you would like to know more about your council, please visit our 
website (www.shipleyparishcouncil,org.uk) or come along to one of our 
meetings.  We are always happy to talk through any questions or concerns and it 
would be great to see you there. 
 
Take care. 
 
Nicky Wiltshire 
Chair, Shipley Parish Council   
 
 

You can contact your parish councillors at the following addresses:  
 

Nicky Wiltshire   
Chair of the Parish Council  

Cllr.Wiltshire@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Paul Richards  
Parish Council Clerk  

shipleyparishclerk@gmail.com 
Tel: 07824 312070 

Philip Baxter  
Vice Chair  

Cllr.Baxter@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Gordon Lindsay  
District Councillor  

Cllr.Lindsay@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Jason Emrich  Cllr.Emrich@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Bridget Huggett  Cllr.Huggett@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Anthony Burrell  Cllr.Burrell@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Harry Woodage  Cllr.Woodage@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

William Beckett  Cllr.Beckett@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Derek Larcombe  Cllr.Larcombe@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Stephen Roggendorff  Cllr.Roggendorff@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Ginny De Zoete  Cllr.DeZoete@shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
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Peter Sanderson 
 
It’s ten minutes to eight and time for “Thought for the Day”. BBC Radio 4’s 
regular spot in the Today programme is perhaps the most protected three 
minutes on radio. It can be variously brilliant or boring, witty and interesting, or it 
can pose a profound moral dilemma. It is not even to everyone’s taste, but there 
are many listeners who welcome a few minutes of calm reflection.  
 
This prompted the idea that in some way we should enable our church in Shipley 
to have a voice, while there are no services being held and the church building 
itself is having to be kept closed because of the Coronavirus pandemic.  

 
We therefore began a weekly series of 
short articles at the beginning of May 
that briefly explores the idea of a 
“Thought for the Week”. These are 
posted on the church website 
www.shipley.church as well as on the 
Shipley Parish Community, West 
Sussex website via Facebook, on every 
Sunday.  
 
They take as their theme a bible 
reading set from the church calendar, a 
short commentary and single prayer, 
with a verse quoted from a favourite 
hymn.  Although we can gather again in 
Church, we are continuing with the 
“Thought for the Week” and include a 
couple of recent examples here. 

 
If there is anyone without access to the internet who would like to see  

these, but can’t, please let either of the churchwardens know. 
Alternatively contact Peter on 01403 741170 or email Choir@Shipley.Church.   

We can then arrange for a hard copy to be made available.  

Thought for the Week 

 

A Self-Service during Lockdown 



11 

Website edition: August and September 2020 
 

 

Sunday 9th August 2020  
 

Thought for the week – Jesus walking on water 
 
 
It was a spectacular and unforgettable event when Jesus walked on the Sea of 
Galilee to re-join his disciples who had departed ahead of him in a small boat. 
When he reached them, the storm they had been caught in subsided, and his 
disciples who had feared for their lives, then worshiped him as the true Son of 
God. (Matthew 14: 22-33)  What are our fears and doubts that need to be 
calmed, today?                 
 
When a frightening encounter occurs, people often turn to God, as Peter did and 
cried “Lord, save me!” Today’s Covid19 pandemic breeds fear, as did the 
plagues and epidemics of the past – Spanish flu of 1918 that  claimed more lives 
than those killed in the Great War, SARS in 2002, Ebola in 2014, and HIV/Aids 
in the 1980’s. But amidst the fear and uncertainty, these crises have spawned an 
outpouring of mass volunteerism and self-sacrifice; often we dread the difficult 
experiences of life such as illness, the loss of loved ones, financial hardship etc., 
only to discover that they can bring Jesus closer to us.   
 
Today’s Gospel reading is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. A flock of 
gulls can sit serenely and securely upon the waves, but it is not for us to walk on 
water. Jesus, though, proved himself to be in command of the elements, and 
thus revealed himself to us through his disciples who recognised him and 
responded with a confession of faith in Jesus as God.    
 
 

Hymn for the Day 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep; 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
 
 
Prayers 
We pray, God will calm our fears and be at our side through the nights of doubt 
and sorrow. If sometimes we are unable to perceive his presence, he may 
possibly even be walking on water, while quietly  choosing  what  is best for  us.  
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Sunday 16th August 2020  
 

Thought for the week – My soul doth magnify the Lord  
 
 
The Magnificat, known also as the “Song of Mary”, has been celebrated in art, 
music and poetry throughout the centuries. Mary’s song of joy and adoration 
communicates beautifully her wonder and humble acceptance at being chosen 
to give birth to the promised Messiah. Can we ourselves approach God with 
anything like Mary’s acceptance and level of sanctity as the mother of Jesus? 
Today we celebrate the Feast of St Mary the Virgin in whose name our church is 
dedicated – our patronal festival. Out of around 16,500 churches in the Church 
of England, the most common dedications are to St Mary (2,368), All Saints 
(1,467), and St Peter (1,327).   
 
Around the time our church in Shipley was built in 1140 AD, the veneration of 
saints, particularly the Blessed Virgin Mary, had been a feature of life in the 
middle ages.  It then found expression in the solemn dedication of churches as 
buildings set apart for Christian worship. People believed their patron saint 
would intervene with the Almighty on their behalf for their spiritual well-being as 
well as protection from everyday hazards such as childbirth, travel, hunger, and 
shelter.  St Ambrose once said, “Let Mary’s soul be in us to glorify the Lord; let 
her spirit be in us that we may rejoice in God our Saviour”. (Luke 1: 39-56) 
 
 

 
 

Hymn for the Day 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 
 
 
 
Prayers 
 
We pray this wonderful prayer, Mary’s Magnificat, may provide for us and  
for all who receive God’s word a message of hope.  We look for the same  
purity of heart and humility as was manifested in the Mother of our Lord,  
our Patron Saint. 
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Thanks to the hard work of Nicky Killner, who is our resident gardener, the 
Churchyard has never looked so good. Also, thanks to the Shipley Hub 
volunteers, some of the forgotten graves and now looking much neater.  
 
Thinking ahead to next year I would like to spread some meadow flower seeds 
on those graves which are not regularly attended to bring some colour to those 
graves and to support the local wildlife. 
 

This is where I need your help, now that many flower plants are going to seed, 
can you collect those seeds, put them in an envelope and give them to either 
myself or Richard, so that we can sow them ready for next year! If you can label 
the envelope with what the flowers are that would help but isn’t essential. 
 
Regards 
 
Gavin 

Save your Seeds  
for the Churchyard! 
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Gavin and Richard, our Church wardens, recently posed a few questions to our 
new Vicar, the Revered Chris Allen 
 
Gavin and Richard:  Where are you from?            
Rev Chris:  I was born in Loxwood, West Sussex 

 

Have you always lived in Sussex?         
    No, we left when I was five, and I have lived in Northamptonshire, Cambridge, 
Cuddesdon Oxfordshire, Bossey in Switzerland, Peterborough, Lincolnshire and 
Leicester.   I spent a year in the West Indies working as a Secondary School 
teacher and parish worker in the parish of Bequia in the diocese of the Windward 
Islands with Father (later Archdeacon) Charles Adams. 
 

What are your most vivid memories of Bequia?      
    Wonderful large faithful Anglican congregations and of course the music. 

 

Tell us about your family, if you want to….!        
    Liz and I were at Cambridge together. However we met in Peterborough 
where Liz taught.  We were married at Peterborough Cathedral in 1980.  We 
have three children.  Ruth is in Queensland with her husband and the two 
grandchildren Patrick and Billy.  Hugh is in the Basque country with his partner.  
Chad recently married, is in Cambridge working for the University, big pharma 
and hopefully he might complete his PhD while we are in Shipley!  
 

What is your current parish? 
    I am currently the Vicar of Cosby and Whetstone in Lincolnshire. 

 

Tell us a little about your style of ministry? 
    My ministry is based upon Sunday Worship as a place where the Church 
offers the whole community to God and from which the People of God are sent 
out to build His kingdom. Sunday worship, then, is central to my ministry and is 
something I have always made a priority. I find music an essential part of 
worship and something I find personally uplifting and I have a real desire to 
develop and strengthen Sunday worship and encourage participation of all ages 
in the Eucharist and all forms of worship.   
    I have always made pastoral work a priority and believe that some of my 
greatest strengths lie in that direction. I have carried out pastoral care in a 
variety of settings including prison, theological college, youth clubs, schools and 

Question Time with 
the Reverend Chris Allen 
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amongst parishioners. Personally, I find taking Holy Communion to the sick and 
housebound, hospital visiting and ministry to the dying and their families a very 
demanding yet rewarding ministry and one which is often deeply valued. I have 
maintained a good level of parish visiting despite more recent demands on 
clergy and this is something I would like to continue. I find it important to meet 
people where they are at home or at work or in the shops, pubs and 
organisations of the parish. 
 

We have a Church School here in Shipley, do you have any experience working 
with Schools? 
    I have been deeply involved with Youth and Children’s work throughout my 
ministry and work with children in the Church has never been more important. I 
have been involved with an intensive ministry to Schools, taking assemblies 
nearly every week in one or other of the Local Authority and Church Schools as 
well as occasional ministry with a school in the private sector, and leading visits 
to the churches.  
    I have been a school governor at St Peter’s Church of England School since 
2011 and have been involved in the discussions, plans and necessary legal 
changes involved in joining a Multi Academy Trust, as well as participating in 
appointment processes, including the appointment of a Headteacher.  I have 
been involved in two Ofsted inspections and what follows, and generally in 
seeing how government policy can be implemented in a specific local context. 

 

You are obviously very committed to outreach in Schools. Have you been 
involved in other local community activities? 
    I always seek to play a part in the Community. I was the secretary of the 
Crofts Corner Adventure Playground in Bretton. I have always tried to ensure 
congregations are more aware of the community in which they are sited and for 
which they are responsible. Personally, I try to maintain a high degree of visibility 
within the community, using local shops, pubs, hairdressers and libraries. 
    From my days in Bretton, then a new township in Peterborough, I have 
maintained an interest in housing and have personally visited most of the new 
homes recently built in Cosby and Whetstone and would value the chance to be 
involved in such outreach in the future.  
    I believe it is imperative to increase the number of committed worshippers and 
believers and at the same time as doing this, to work to the strengths of the 
Church Of England with its historic mission and ministry to the whole community, 
the individuals within the community, and to all its life in its rich diversity. 

 

Thank you, is there anything else you would like to share with us? 
    Liz and I love the countryside and we are really looking forward to living in 
Shipley. I enjoy gardening and the vicarage garden looks fantastic. We also like 
animals and hope to be able to have a dog while we are here, the countryside 
looks perfect for long walks! 
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Peter Sanderson 
 
The Coronavirus Pandemic has induced in me a nostalgic and sentimental 
mood, for it has denied us so many of the pleasures of the annual British 
“season”. We all regret the sadness and tragedy it has brought, but also the 
limitations it has imposed upon our freedoms – the passing from our view of 
events such as the Oxford & Cambridge University Boat Race, the Grand 
National, the Chelsea Flower Show, Wimbledon, Glastonbury, the Proms, 
Village Cricket and Village Fetes including our own, that traditionally characterise 
the English summer. Grandstands and  Stadia have stood as yawning echoing 
chasms, devoid of excitement and atmosphere. Many people, it is said, have 
taken refuge in the delights of nature and the countryside, and have enjoyed 
walking or cycling, and  drawn restitution from the comparative peace and calm 
of reduced road and air traffic. But for those of us for  whom human inter-action 
is second nature, our haven has had to remain our home. The English have a 
strong belief in individual liberty, and to survive we seek comfort and consolation 
in the familiar landscapes and attributes of our own experiences. 
 
For Jeremy Paxman – according to his entertaining book on “The English” – his 
comforts includes: Elgar, Brass Bands, Shakespeare, Double-Decker Buses,  
Dry-Stone Walls, Fish & Chips, Crumpets, Church Bells, and Christmas Eve at 
Kings College Cambridge. The Prince of Wales gains his reassurance from, “the 
most beautiful (English) scenery in the world, the patchwork quilt of fields, 
moors, forests, villages, and market towns”. John Betjeman on the other hand 
stood for: “Anglicanism, eccentric incumbents in oil-lit churches, Women’s 
Institutes, parish arguments about cow parsley on the altar, and the noise of 
mowing machines on Saturday afternoons”. 
 
Bill Bryson, in 2008, invited over ninety of our best-loved writers, broadcasters 
and commentators to pick their Icons of England in support of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE), of which he was President. Their idiosyncratic 
and personal recollections range across landscape, history, cherished 
memories, and the English weather. Sister Wendy Beckett, born in South Africa 
and who became a nun, presented a series of acclaimed art history 
documentaries in the 1990’s for the BBC, and  recalls her time in England’s 
Country Churchyards: 

Emblems of Britain: 
Country Churchyards 
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“Walk up the path to the church door. Almost certainly, you will find it locked. But 
all around the church is another sacred space, the churchyard where all who 
have prayed within the walls of this church, over the centuries, have been laid to 
rest. This is consecrated ground, as holy in its own way as the church itself. A 
churchyard seems to have a silence uniquely its own. There will be a mowing 
rota for the parish, and the grass rolls smoothly over the unevenness that covers 
the unmarked graves.  Tombstones stand in lines, or are dotted haphazardly, 
some erect, some leaning, with markings sometimes no longer identifiable. The 
words so lovingly chiselled have been eroded by water and wind, and there is a 
marvellous array of lichens decorating the stone. This is an unpolluted place, a 
silent, gentle place where all those who have prayed in the church, longed and 
doubted, rejoiced and feared, now rest bodily in sure and certain hope of the 
Resurrection. We must be still ourselves, with quiet minds, to receive the very 
stillness of the churchyard.” 
 
As now, thankfully, we have begun to return to our own churchyard on a more 
regular basis, thanks to the easing of lockdown restrictions, we must thank Nicky 
Killner for maintaining the churchyard so beautifully, and Jean Wright who with 
members and volunteers from the Shipley History Society and from across the 
parish have carefully restored the war graves. We are immensely grateful to 
them all.  
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Our local Hub supremo, Helen Gibbs, shares this round-up and reflections 
 
I decided to have a look at what people felt they had learned though lockdown. 
Here are the thoughts of one anonymous person – but it seems to capture the 
general sentiment… 
 
1. Technology is not solely the preserve of the young. 
2. Maybe some of the old ideas were ok really. 
3. You don't have to travel far to be happy. 
4. Peace and quiet is a good thing. 
5. We've been taking a lot for granted. 
6. We've learned that giving is good. 
7. The great outdoors is great. 
8. Reading is doing something, not doing nothing. 
9. Family and friends are really important. 
10. Every Day Counts. 
 
At the very beginning of lockdown, in the middle of March, I was asked by 
Horsham District Council to coordinate the volunteer response for Shipley 
Parish. Fortunately for me, Tim Morduant, from Platinum Ambulance Service in 
Dragons Green, was one step ahead of the council, and had already done a lot 
of the thinking. Very quickly we met and discussed how things could work, and 
then Tim put out a request to the “good people of Shipley” to see who would 
respond to his request for volunteers to support their neighbours and fellow 
parishioners during the coming weeks. None of us really had any idea what kind 
of help would be required or how bad this “thing” would get, but the response 
Tim got from the community was wonderful.  
 
Tim organised ID cards for the 
volunteers and collected the 
contact cards to be given out 
to residents, and 24 hours 
later we set ourselves up in 
the car park of The 
Countryman Pub (thanks 
Alan!), with a great big parish 
map and a highlighter pen, 
and a heap of volunteer 

Shipley Hub round-up 
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registration forms. We waited to see if anyone would turn up. A few hours later 
we found we had 30 active and willing volunteers, all with a designated road or 
area, who set off to make themselves known to the people on their road and 
deliver the council contact cards. Kind people continued to offer their help, which 
meant we also had back-up volunteers for every area. We had the whole parish 
covered! 
 
Of course, apart from these volunteers from the Shipley Volunteer Hub, there 
have been many other people supporting their own family, friends or neighbours, 
also playing their part in making sure the World continued to turn for the Shipley 
residents that they already had a connection with.  What a massive effort 
throughout the parish. 
 
During lockdown the most important thing was to make sure residents who 
needed help with essentials got it.  Every week since we handed out those first 
cards in late March, the Shipley Hub volunteers have received calls from 
residents and, between them, in the time from late March until July, they 
undertook over 120 lots of shopping, around 100 prescription pick-ups, and at 
least 90 phone calls to people who just wanted to chat.  We also wanted to make 
sure that people were informed about Covid-19, and aware of the support local 
businesses were giving. There were some fantastic examples of people in the 
parish doing amazing things, above and beyond the call of duty.   

 
We tried to capture all this in the 
three Hub Newsletters we 
published in April, May and July, 
and which the volunteers hand-
delivered to every household .  
These were to make sure that 
everyone, including those not on 
social media or the internet, knew 
how to get help, what local 
business support was out there, 
and received local Covid 19 
advice and guidance.  

 
Apart from the newsletters, we set up a website with all the information we could 
think of that would be useful for people – www.ShipleyHub.co.uk.  That website 
is still accessible and still being updated.  We ran a couple of competitions with 
prizes donated from local businesses. We also started up a volunteer 
“Churchyard Clear” group where people could meet and do something positive in 
a socially distanced way. The volunteers supported the local front line 
ambulance crew by baking for them to keep their spirits up, and this initiative 
spread outside the parish.  
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Once lockdown eased we set up 3 
“Mask Trees”, one at each of the three 
parish pubs. Here local people could 
pick a mask off the “tree” in exchange 
for a small donation (which will go to 
Chestnut Tree House children’s 
hospice). Our timing was impeccable, 
having opened the trees the week 
before Boris’ announcement that masks 
would be required in shops. Hence the 
masks flew off the trees!  Some local 
mask-makers have been busy re-
stocking, so keep an eye out next time 
you are going to the pub, or passing.  
So far, over £400 has been raised for 
Chestnut Tree House! 
 
While the Shipley storks made babies 
and national news, and we all 
celebrated VE Day, while people 
transformed their homes or gardens, 
while people found new ways of 

working or teaching children from home, while people made book boxes out of 
telephone boxes, or learned ballet or Italian via the internet, there have been 
also been some very sad times which have resonated through the parish and 
some difficult, individual, private battles. The volunteers have been a support to 
all those residents they came into contact with, who needed help or were going 
through difficulties. Some new acquaintances and friendships have been forged.   
 
Tim and the Platinum Ambulance 
crew have been a very important 
support many local people who 
needed some advice but didn’t 
want to go out to hospital or visit 
a doctor, or needed sudden 
medical attention. Their support 
and encouragement for the 
Volunteers was unwavering 
despite such a busy and 
complex time doing their 
“normal” job, which was anything 
but “normal”. We owe them our 
heartfelt thanks.    
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Having such a willing, helpful, cheerful set of volunteers certainly made my job 
easy. The volunteer team gelled, supported each other, kept in touch and 
provided endless entertainment with positive feedback. Many say that they feel it 
has brought the community closer, and perhaps there is more appreciation of 
each other. Maybe we already knew it, but we have certainly proved number 6six 
on the list above of things we have learned through lockdown! 
 
It is incumbent on us all to do our bit in trying to prevent a second wave. The 
Shipley Volunteer Hub is quiet for now and we hope we will not need to reignite 
the effort. But if we must, then we will.  If we don’t, then the Parish owes all of 
the volunteers a massive thank you for giving of their time and attention so 
generously, and for helping keep the most vulnerable in our Parish safe and well 
through he most extraordinary time. 
 
IF YOU NEED HELP…. 
 

 Horsham District Council are continuing to support the community 
into the future through their Community Development Team. There will be 
dedicated staff who you can contact via email if you have any questions or 
need advice relating to covid email hubsupport@horsham.gov.uk or you 
can call 01403 215230 (option 3) 

 NHS Volunteer Scheme can provide support to people who fit  
a wide  set of criteria (health issues / over 70 etc). As long as  
NHS volunteers are available in the area they can organise essential 
shopping, prescriptions collection and a “check in & chat” service. 
Telephone 0808 196 3646 

 West Sussex County Council Community Hub can offer urgent support 
for food or care.  Telephone 03302 227980 (8am – 8pm) 

Defibrillators 
Where's your nearest? 

 
We have five defibrillators around the parish are it’s good to 
know where they are sited.   As Shipley is widely dispersed, 
the nearest may be found at the following locations: 

 

 Foxfield Cottages phone box on the Shipley Road 

 Shipley Football Club 

 Coolham Village Hall 

 Dial Post Village Hall  
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On Monday 27th July, a chilly, damp evening, a group of around 70 people 
gathered in Shipley to mark Hilaire Belloc’s 150th anniversary with the unveiling 
of a new sign. Nick Flint, the vicar of Rusper opened proceedings, dressed in a 
long black clerical coat and beret looking like a cross between an ageing Belloc 
and Father Brown. Nick read out a poem he had written a few years before when 
the Shelley fountain was being dismantled, suggesting that Horsham would do 
much better to commemorate the distinguished local writer and poet Belloc in its 
place. He recalled how Belloc had been born in France in the middle of a 
thunderstorm, from which he derived the nickname Old Thunder, but thankfully 
for everyone present history didn’t repeat itself. 
 
Charlie Eustace then spoke of family 
memories of his great grandfather and how 
he remembered the 100th anniversary of 
Belloc’s birth, before unveiling the 
information sign to much applause. Chris 
Hare rounded off the first part of the 
evening with readings about Belloc, 
remembering a man who never stayed still 
for long, with a passion for walking, sailing 
and travel, a man who loved conversation 
and debate, who prized free speech and 
always sided with the powerless against 
the powerful. 
 
Everyone then walked back to Shipley 
School for refreshments, where drinks and 
delicious ploughman’s were served, thanks 
to the Friends of Shipley School. Good 
Sussex ale was drunk in Belloc’s memory, 
and wine too (French of course) and it 
wasn’t long before Chris and friends burst into song, remembering a man who 
loved to sing and who wrote many folksongs about Sussex. It was a fitting end to 
a good evening. The sign can be seen near the parish car park  
 

Lucy West 

An evening of  
Belloc, beer and song 
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The FOSS 
report 

An update from FOSS Chairperson Sarah Cuthbertson 
 
Our fundraising efforts have been severely impacted by Covid 19 this year. We 
have had to cancel our main Summer event and other planned face to face 
events.  However, we started a  lottery with parents at the end of last year and 
it's been a really good little earner for the FOSS charity, without so much of the 
hard work and admin as so many of the events usually have, and plus people 
benefit when they win.  It's only £1 a week and is set up via Direct Debit.  So it's 
a Win Win for everyone!     
 
In other news, we raised an amazing £220 with our "Bags of Support' drop off 
scheme. We had over 440 kilos of clothing donated.  The money will be spent on 
a new sensory area for the children that we will be creating during the summer 
holidays. It will include archaeological sand pit digs, musical elements and bright 
colours; all things to keep small minds active whilst having fun!  A huge thank 
you to everyone who helped up with donations to bags of support and who 
continue to support our school 'Friends charity Group'  
 

To contact FOSS, email friendsofshipleyschool.group@gmail.com 

Publication  Article submission deadline  

October and November 2020 18 September 2020 

December 2020 and January 2021 20 November 2020 

February and March 2021 22 January 2021 

Shipley Parish News  
publication and submission dates 

Contributions, articles, events, ideas, suggestions etc etc are always welcome 
here at Parish News HQ!  If you have something you’d like to be included in the 
Parish News, do email us at editor@shipleyparishnews.co.uk.   
    Upcoming issues and outline submission deadlines as follows: 
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Gina Larcombe reports from the Shipley History Society 
 
In spite of the restrictions that Covid-19 has presented, some members of the 
committee have been working hard on the biographies of certain parishioners 
who have wonderful memories of what life was like years ago in Shipley.  These 
memories have been transcribed from tape recordings to the written word and 
have been illustrated with some lovely period photographs. The finished articles 
are being made available to our members.  
 
We are hoping to be able to hold our AGM as it is such a sociable evening  and 
prepares us all for the festivities of Christmas, but as the Covid-19 situation 
progresses, we are well aware that cancelling the event is highly likely especially 
as we are being warned of a second spike. The safety of everyone is at the top 
of our list and we know that all our members will agree with us. A final decision 
will be made nearer the date.  
 
Thank you for your continued understanding and support. 
 
Thursday 26th November at 7.30pm: The Shipley History Society AGM  
This event may have to be postponed: we will keep our members updated. 
 
Covid-19: please note that all meetings are cancelled until it is safe to 
resume.  The health of our members, family and friends is paramount. When it is 
safe to resume our meetings, we will rearrange dates where necessary and 
publish a new programme. Thank you for your understanding in these difficult 
times. 
 

Unless otherwise stated, all the Shipley History Society meetings  
are held at Andrew Hall, Shipley, RH13 8PH  

All events are free to members (membership is £10 per year) or £3 for guests. 
 

You can contact the Society at shipley.history.secretary@gmail.com  
or ring Jean Wright on 01403 741986.  

You can find Shipley History Society on the Shipley Parish Council website 
www.shipleyparishcouncil.org.uk and follow the Sports and Recreation link. 

Shipley History Society 
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An update to last month’s article 
 
Last month we reported that the old 
phone box up in Dragon’s Green, 
which has long since been devoid of 
phone and somewhat unloved, has 
been refurbished and repurposed as 
a book exchange… 
 
… and it now has a name! 
 
Meet…  “The Phone Book”! 
 
For those who haven’t ventured up to 
find it yet, it’s on Dragon’s lane.  
Coming off the A272 it’s not too far 
up just on the right.  So bright it is, 
you won’t miss it! 

 
The idea is to keep the books changing all 
the time.  Books you pick up from The 
Phone Book can be kept, replaced or 
exchanged, and, if there’s space, you can 
add some more books in.  Do pop up, 
have a look and have a browse and 
choose your next lazy day reading 
material! 
 
You might also just find a copy of the 
parish news hiding in there too...  

The Phone Book 
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We can’t let this issue go by without a mention of two very special people in 
Shipley Parish who have celebrated 60 years of marriage - and received a card 
from HM The Queen as well as best wishes from all at Shipley Church!  

Jane and Peter Sanderson were married in July 1960 at St Mary’s Church 
Horsham - Jane’s family lived in the parish, and Peter’s father who was a Bishop 
married them. They had met on a blind date - Peter was in his last year at 

Diamond Celebrations: 
Congratulations Jane & Peter  
on your 60th Anniversary!  



27 

Website edition: August and September 2020 
 

 

Lancing College and by chance Jane made 
up the party to the theatre to see “Summer 
Song”, a musical based on Dvorak’s 
Symphony from the New World. It was love 
at first sight! Peter was working in radio, and 
then television and together they went off to 
Hong Kong for 3 years, Peter being 
appointed Controller of Programmes for 
Rediffusion International Television 
Services. They returned to live near Bristol 
and two sons and two daughters kept them 
busy!  
 
When Peter retired they lived outside Bath 
and ran an after-school club - Peter 
collecting children from school and Jane 
welcoming them to their home for tea and 
cakes, homework and activities until their 
parents came. When they moved to Shipley 
in 1994, they continued to run the club from 
their first home here, Hammer Barn, and 
then Green Street Barn - they were much loved by all those who attended the 
club and Peter even set up a children’s choir which was great fun.  

 
They lived outside the parish for a few years, 
but 2019 saw them back again to 
Saucelands Lane - just as well, as they are 
to and fro from Shipley Church on a regular 
basis, Peter having served as Church 
Warden for ten years and as PCC member, 
Organist and Choir Master for almost all the 
26 years they have lived here. They greatly 
contribute to decorating the church at 
Christmas, Easter, Harvest, weddings, 
concerts - and some will know that Peter is 
also a composer of some beautiful church 
music too!  
 
They now have 9 grandchildren and larger 
extended family - they will all join us here in 
congratulating them both on 60 wonderful 
years and many more happy ones.  

 
Claire Searle 

60 years ago... 

Special Delivery via Kerry the Postie 
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Michael Kingerlee shares these memories 

Nigel was educated at Hurstspierpoint and Collyers where he became very good 
at rugby and hockey. After leaving he decided to study medicine and went to St. 
Mary’s Medical School. He graduated in 1983 and decided to join the Royal 
Navy.  He was posted to HMS Amazon that year.  HMS Amazon was a type 21 
Frigate launched by Princess Anne in 1971 and completed in 1974; Nigel was 
the medical officer looking after the crew of 177. She was the only frigate not to 
participate in the Falklands war as she was in the Persian Gulf, although she did 
carry out South Atlantic patrols until November 1982. 
 
After five years of seeing the world he decided to come ashore and practice 
locally. He joined the practice in Southwater, where he later became responsible 
for finding a site and the building of a new Southwater Health Centre. After 15 
years he decided that the ten minute slot for each patient was insufficient to 
show his care for them and found that the pressure to keep up with his list was 
too much which started to affect his mental health stability so he left the practice. 
Later he decided to re-train as a Medical Osteopath and set up a practice at 
home. He got great satisfaction from this as he had time to get to know his 

Remembering Nigel  
 

Nigel King-Tours, 8th June 1960 - 16th June 2020 
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patients and give them all the time that he considered they needed. Nigel always 
wanted to study more technics so that his treatment was even better, although 
his patients were always satisfied and told him that he was marvellous.  
 
Nigel was a great family man and was loved greatly by them all. On a recent 
winter holiday he showed them how to elegantly ski and on another Cornish 
holiday learnt how to surf. During the last few years he developed an interest in 
bees and planted an orchard in memory of his middle son who suddenly died at 
university. Everyone who came into contact with Nigel loved him for his care and 
kindness including his dogs that he valued so much. He could often be found on 
the floor cuddling Milo and Mobo who will miss him like us all 
 
Nigel died at the end of June and was cremated in July at the Worthing 
Crematorium. The service was conducted by the Revd Pat Sinton, who carried 
out the ceremony with love and dignity. The service was enhanced by Andrew 
Bernardi and Christina Maude playing. Only the family were present due to the 
coronavirus, and they gave tributes to Nigel expressing his great love, kindness 
and care that he showed to everyone which also portrayed itself in his 
professional life.  
 
Nigel leaves behind his wife Margaret and their two boys, parents and his sister 
with her family, our thoughts and prayers are with them all. 

Trizza Kingerlee’s lost dinner 
 
We were sitting in the garden a few weeks ago with our spaniel Trizza, near a 
prunus royal tree, when suddenly there was a commotion in the tree and a blue 
tit fledgling fell to the ground.  
    Trizza was up in a flash and in seconds had the bird in her mouth, but then to 
her surprise another fell down in front of her. She grabbed the bird as well and 
rushed off with great excitement. However the dash was too much for her and 
she opened her mouth only to see the two birds fly off.  
    Trizza was amazed that dinner had flown away so she rushed back to the tree 
and looked up for more, but nothing came so she then spent the next half hour 
tearing round the garden with nose down looking for dinner and just could not 
understand how it could just fly off into the sky.  A Kingerlee Kanine Konundrum! 

Kingerlee Konundrum 
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Tracey Carr reports from the Shipley Arts Festival 
 
One of the first live music concerts took place 
in Findon on Tuesday 14th July as part of the 
20th Shipley Arts Festival.  The concert took 
place outside, in the grounds of Findon’s St 
John the Baptist Church, with the orchestra 
of string musicians performing beneath the 
copper beech tree to a small socially 
distanced audience.  The concert was hosted 
by the Reverend Helena Buque.   
 
The occasion was particularly special as it 
marked a return to live music in Sussex and 
music by Sussex composers including the 
premiere of the first movement of Shipley 
Idyll by the composer Paul Lewis and Opus 
20 works by composers Elgar and 
Mendelssohn.  This movement called 
“Shipley Idyll” was written about the 
Stradivarius violin played by Andrew Bernardi 

that was made in 1696 and with some clever writing including music themes 
reflecting musical intervals depicting the year 1-6-9-6.   
 
The piece was perfect for a 
summer’s evening with nature 
and birdsong in abundance in 
the village of Findon.  Hearing 
his composition for the first 
time on this special occasion 
was particularly moving for 
Lewis and a prelude for the 
whole violin Concerto to be 
recorded later in the season.   
 

Right:  Composer Paul Lewis using  
his score as a telescope! 

Shipley Arts Festival: 
A first in Findon! 
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The orchestra outside Findon Place. Photo by Mac Green 

 
As one of the concert goers said, “We really enjoyed the concert on Tuesday 
evening, there was something magical about it and we are so pleased  
we were part of it.” 
 
Andrew Bernardi and his musicians were all delighted to be performing together 
after many weeks of no live music taking place for orchestras and Andrew 
believes strongly in the provision of live music to communities being a vital part 
of the rebuilding of lives and communication after lockdown measures ease. 
 
The weekend also saw the recording of another world premiere at Knepp Castle 
by Helen Ottaway, “White Storks”, reflecting the arrival, home making and 
departure of these magnificent birds that have bred for the first time in England 
in 400 years on the Sussex Knepp Estate. The octet recorded this composition 
together with Mendelssohn’s  E-flat Octet Op. 20 for strings. 
 
The 20th Shipley Arts Festival has been delivering the festival online through 
Zoom concerts since April which has been possible with the continued support 
from the Friends and Sponsors, Tooveys, NFU, Kreston Reeves, Wakefields and 
Nyetimber, to whom we are grateful for their support of music within 
communities. 
 
For further information about Bernardi Music Group and the Shipley Arts Festival 
and forthcoming events, go to  

www.BMGlive.com  or  www.shipleyartsfestival.co.uk 
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Keeping Busy, Keeping Active 
with the Horsham & Shipley 

Community Project 
Helen Gibbs reports 
 
Did you know that on your doorstep the Horsham & Shipley Community Project 
has weekly activities you could join? The organisation which is run as a charity, 
has around 80 members.  They are typically, but not exclusively, retired people 
who are active and looking for social interests!  All activities are run from the 
football pitches in Dragon’s Green on the A272. There is plenty of space for 
social distancing and most activities are outside so it is easy to follow 
government guidance. We have tea / coffee available and we are a very friendly 
bunch! Do get in touch or come along. 
    A friendly Pétanque Club (a version of boules) meets on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings, and Friday late afternoon; no experience required!   Also 
on Tuesdays the Walking Football club meets – ladies and men who want to 
continue to play football, but at a more leisurely pace, are welcome!  
    The “Men’s Shed” – a community workshop – s currently closed but it will 
reopen very soon with the right rules in place, and it will welcome new members 
to join for some woodworking, or just a cuppa!  Also, if you have a community 
project you would like fulfilling, or would like something made, then get in 
touch.  Locally the Men’s Shed has made gym benches for the local school, a 
public bench on Coolham Airfield, a bench for Knepp Castle, some tables for the 
local miniature railway club and more! 
    Health Walks should hopefully resume soon – regular short walks exploring 
the local area, as well as some further afield (the plan was to tackle the South 
Downs Way in 10 sections before lockdown hit).  Anyone welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on any of the activities,  
visit www.HorshamShipleyCommunityProject.org 

email info@HorshamShipleyCommunityProject.org,  
or call Helen on 07968 008997 
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Currently the Horsham Health Walks are suspended; we’ll include details once 
they restart.  
 
If you are planning ahead, a booklet containing the walks is available from the 
Walks Co-ordinator on 07720 714306  
 
See also https://www.horsham.gov.uk/sport-and-leisure/walking/health-walks  

Health and Leisure Walks 
 

Sports and Activity clubs 
Currently indoor sports and activity clubs are not meeting because of Covid-19.   
Outdoor ones might be.   
 
Here are the contact details of some local clubs: 
 

 Badminton (Tuesday evenings): Peter Buckley on 07788 133965 

 Shipley Bowmen: (various times) Philip Baxter on 01403 741093  
or go to https://shipleybowmen.co.uk  

 Shipley Petanque (Tuesday mornings): Melanie Roberts on 01403 782134 

 Short Mat bowling (Tuesday afternoons):  Tony on 01403 731177  
or go to www.southwaterbowlsclub.co.uk 

 Walking football club (Tuesday mornings) Philip Gibbs on 07786 070939 
 

If you would like to include your sports or activity club, please email us at 
editor@shipleyparishnews.co.uk with a short description and contact details,  

or call Greg or Rachel on 01403 741469 
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The hot weather has been good for some little creatures but not so good for 
some of us. When the temperature hit 37 degrees my ability to function properly 
was greatly diminished. A fun day out was going to the Worthing Waitrose and 
loitering in the chiller aisle.  
 
One of my chickens, Mabel, a gorgeous Sussex Lavender had been off colour 
for a while. Initially, I thought she was going broody but her demeanour changed 
and she became quite flat. I used to pick her up out of the coup and check her all 
over and tried to break the broody habit. After a week I noticed that her legs and 
feet had gone terribly scaly. This is a condition caused by a little mite that 
burrows under then skin and causes this scaly leg. When I googled a treatment, 
it was clear that Vaseline smeared on the legs and feet would do the trick. 
Interestingly, when I treated Mabel, she was totally relaxed as if she knew I was 
trying to help. The Vaseline suffocates the mites and within 2 days Mabel was 
back on form and laying.  
 
Keeping the theme of little creatures, we discovered another little bug on our 
mare Solo. It was attached somewhere rather delicate between her back legs!! It 
was a tick, now I thought ticks were tiny! This thing was huge and wasn’t going 
to come off easily. You are getting the theme again, we googled and it said the 
treatment for removal of a tick was mild green fairy liquid and tweezers. The little 
creature was quickly dispatched.  Like Mabel, Solo was as good as whilst the 
offending tick was removed. I bet it was a relief to have it gone.   
 
The lifting of the 
lockdown restrictions 
meant National Trust 
properties were opened 
up. One of the first 
places we visited was 
Sissinghurst.  We had a 
beautiful day out and 
enjoyed a picnic and a 
walk around the 
gardens.  
 

Sissinghurst Gardens,  
East Sussex  

Countryman 
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The Shipley Arts Festival is 
still very much alive and 
well. It is very different at 
the moment and like most 
businesses, it needs our 
support and patronage. The 
first live concert in Sussex 
post lockdown was held in 
the grounds of Findon 
Church and due to 
restrictions only 15 people 
were able to attend. The 
first playing of Shipley Idyll, 
composed by Paul Lewis, 
was performed by the 
Bernardi Music Group. The 
group then performed the White Stork Octet for strings at Knepp Castle. It was 
recorded in Knepp Castle for later release.  
 
The musicians were in excellent form and celebrated in front of Knepp Castle. I 
met Helen Ottaway the composer and sent her a note afterwards which read,      
    “Your composition is beautiful and it resonated with me because I have 
watched and photographed the white storks at Knepp Castle Estate for two 
years and your music captures the magic and behaviours of these incredible 
birds. The white stork project is a re-introduction programme based in West 
Sussex and it is a wonderful advert for conservation. Your composition is perfect 
timing too as the first wild Storks have successfully bred in the UK for the first 
time since 1416. For me, your music has now become the white stork project 
theme tune. Thank you!”   

 
One of the hottest days of the 
year was a holiday for us. We 
popped down to Singleton near 
Chichester for lunch and wanted 
a nice shady stroll to walk off 
lunch. Mill Lane, Halnaker was a 
perfect location. It is a slow 
incline up to Halnaker Windmill 
but the lane is magical at anytime 
of year. It has formed a natural 
tunnel and light spills through the 
surrounding trees to accentuate 
the circular feel to this track.   

Andrew Bernardi and his Stradivarius  

Mill Lane, Halnaker  
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The Stork story of Knepp Castle has only just begun. There was huge 
excitement and interest about the project. I think the volume of visitors and 
interest was a little overwhelming to start with but when additional parking was 
made available the stress to the local communities seemed to reduce. There 
were three nests this year, two successful and a total of 4 fledged chicks. These 
chicks have already started their migration south. Additional 19 captive bred 
chicks have been added to the flock and the expectation is that these birds will 
head south and return here next year. There is a captive breeding programme 
underway at the Cotswold Wildlife Park near Burford.  
 
I have loved watching, photographing and hearing these birds this year. The 
clacking sound you hear when they 
greet each other is such an 
evocative sound and will become 
the new normal on the Knepp 
Estate for years to come. I also 
love to watch the birds soaring on 
the thermals. Sights and sounds 
that in two years have come to our 
parish and certainly changed it for 
the better! 
 
Enjoy the rest of the Summer.  
Your Countryman  

White Stork clacking in the nest 

White Stork project making  
huge steps forward in 2020  
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Gina cooks…    
...Creamy Potato  

and Courgette Bake 
Served as a lovely accompaniment or simply on its’ own with a salad, this is a 
good way to use some of those the plentiful seasonal vegetables.   Quantities 
need not be exact as it depends on how hungry you are!  This serves two. 
 
 
Ingredients 
 

 2 medium potatoes (or 
more!), scrubbed or peeled 

 1 courgette 

 1 medium onion or 
equivalent amount of 
chopped leek 

 1 clove of garlic, finely 
chopped 

 Olive oil 

 Freshly ground salt and 
pepper 

 A good glug of double cream 

 Grated parmesan 
 
Method 
 
Cut the potatoes into chunks and boil in salted water until just cooked. Drain and 
crush to break up with a fork. Don’t mash to a pulp as you need to retain some 
shape. Slice the onion or leek and sauté gently with the garlic in the olive oil until 
translucent. Don’t overcook. 
 
Now slice the courgettes thinly and stir everything together with the seasoning 
and enough cream to bind. Pile into an oven dish and sprinkle parmesan on top 
before baking in a medium oven until bubbling and golden. Serve straightaway. 
 

Gina Larcombe 
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THE DAN AND MORFA POPE 
MEMORIAL FUND 

 
Shipley’s charity for young people 

 
 

The Trustees of the fund would like all members of Shipley Parish to be aware 
of the above fund which was formed to help young people enhance talents they 
would otherwise have found difficult to develop due to lack of funds. 
 
The terms of the Charity are as follows: 
 

 The young person must be under 25. 
 

 Must live in the ecclesiastical parish of Shipley (which includes Coolham, 
Brooks Green and Dragons Green) 

 

 Or if not living in the parish, must attend or have previously attended 
Shipley C of E Primary school. 

 
 

GRANTS 
 

If you have a child, or are a young person who fits this description,  
we encourage you to get in touch and apply for a grant. 

 
The fund has limited resources and it may not be possible to fund  
all applications, however, we promise we will consider them all. 

 
 
 

Please contact Nicholas de Zoete at nick@nickdezoete.com  
if you are seeking a grant.  

 

Registered charity no 10887795 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

 
 

If you would like to place an advertisement in the Shipley Parish News,  
please contact John Davies on 01403 741657 or email shangani2@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Annual black and white rates are  
quarter page £40, half page £79 and full page £105. 

Colour rates on application  
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The Knepp Wildland is a pioneering rewilding project, driven 
by herds of free-roaming animals. It is now home to some of 

the rarest species in the UK, including nightingales, 
cuckoos, turtle doves and purple emperor butterflies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on one of our vehicle-based safaris or guided 
walking tours and experience our astonishing wildlife in the 
company of a professional safari guide.  And stay in one of 
our beautiful treehouses, shepherd’s huts, tents or yurts, or 
simply pitch your own in our exclusive wildland campsite. 

New:  The Knepp Wildland Shop 

Our shop is open from Easter until the end of October.  
 

We sell our organic, pasture-fed Knepp Wild Range 
meat, sausages and burgers, plus jams and chutneys, 

milk, eggs, cheese, artisan bread from The Hungry 
Guest in Petworth, local biscuits and gingerbread, 
Knepp Wildland honey, pasta and sauces, pizza 

dough and toppings, a range of soft drinks, organic 
chocolate, beer, wine and cider, toiletries and gifts. 

 
We also sell seasoned, sustainable firewood from the 

Estate and local sustainable barbeque charcoal. 
 

For further information about opening times and our 
shop hygiene and Covid-19 policy,  

visit www.kneppsafaris.co.uk. 
  

Click and collect is also available for our Knepp Wild Range meat  
ordered online at www.kneppwildrangemeat.co.uk 

Knepp Safaris, New Barn Farm, Swallows Lane, Dial Post, RH13 8NN 

Knepp  
Wildland Safaris 

www.kneppsafaris.co.uk 
Email: safaris@knepp.co.uk  Tel: 01403 713230  
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Floral Creative 
Florist  

Everyday Occasions, Weddings,  
Corporate Events 

 
Tel ~ Sue 07587 156461 

www.facebook.com/floralcreativesussex 
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Funeral Flowers  
by Sue Langridge 

 
A  Professional & Sympathetic Floral Service 

Help & Guidance in Choosing Your Tribute  

Home Visits Available 

Free Delivery to your chosen Funeral Director within West Sussex 

 

 

        Tel ~ 07587 156461 
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