
Newsletter 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity: 16 August 2020


Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.

This Sunday Readings: Isaiah 56.1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Romans 11.1-2, 29-32; 
Matthew 15.21-28

Next Sunday Readings: Isaiah 51.1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20

Last Sunday of the Month: Jeremiah 15.15-21; Psalm 26.1-8; Romans 12.9-end; 
Matthew 16.21-end

Good News 

Three Minute Sermon:  
Some thoughts and controversies concerning 1 Timothy 3.1-7


Several areas of Bible scholarship such as the historical critical method or the search for 
the historical Jesus or even demythologising (don’t worry if you have no idea what I’m 
talking about, you haven’t missed much) have become a bit passé.  The cool area is 
reception theory, how did past generations interpret a particular Bible passage and how 
did their understanding change over time. Admittedly this is mostly all a bit arcane and 
pretty pedestrian. But every now and again we come across a passage of scripture that 
has a more lurid past in which people have come to blows and angry words have been 
exchanged. One such passage of scripture is 1 Timothy 3.1-7


Have a quick read of these Bible verses and try and guess what so vexed our ancestors.  
Ancient Bible commentators including the Fathers of the Church fussed over whether a 
Bishop should have a wife or could be celibate or have just one wife.  All very interesting 
but the exciting controversy occurs in the 16th century and at the time of the Reformation 
and centres on one word only. Got it, yet?


Before I do the big reveal, a bit of history. When Henry VIII broke with Rome at the 
Reformation it was ordered in 1539 that every Parish Church should have a copy of the 
Bible in English. It was the responsibility of the Parish Priest and the Churchwardens to 
ensure this happened.


Although there was an official version of the Bible by 
the 1570’s, a Parish essentially had a choice between 
two Bible translations either the Kings Bible or the 
Geneva Bible. It must be said that both these 
translations were heavily influenced by the 
Reformation but the Geneva Bible was decidedly the 
more Protestant of the two.  Therefore Parish Priests 
and Churchwardens choose which Bible translation to 
have in their Parish Church depending on their 
theological mindset. Puritans opted for the Geneva 
Bible, the rest for the Kings Bible.  So 1 Timothy 
3.1goes:




This [is] a true saying,  If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
worthy work. From the Geneva Bible 

This [is] a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desire a good 
work. From the Kings Bible 

If you look at each translation they are pretty much identical and they both use the 
controversial word, Bishop. The problem arises in the small print; as always the devil is in 
the detail, which in this case are the notes that accompanied this text in the Geneva 
Bible.  The notes equated the office of bishop to that of pastor and minister of the Word.  
In other words, it made no distinction between the office of Bishop and that of Parish 
Priest and consequently significantly watered down the office of bishop.  This suited the 
Puritans who wanted the reform of the Church in the Sixteenth Century to go deeper and 
further than either the Bishops or the Sovereign desired.  They hoped for a Church 
governed and ordered in a similar way to Presbyterian Scotland or continental Protestant 
Europe. Simply put that meant abolishing the office of the Bishop and to justifying this 
reform they turned to Scripture and especially the notes accompanying 1 Timothy 3.1.


When the Authorised Version (otherwise known as the King James Bible) was mandated 
for all Parish Churches in 1608, King James I ensured that the text and interpretation of 1 
Timothy 3.1 followed the Kings Bible and not the Geneva Bible.


This controversy rumbled on so when the Pilgrim Fathers sailed for America in 1620 they 
took with them a copy of the Geneva Bible. The English Civil War (1642-49) was partly 
fought on sectarian and religious grounds with Puritans overwhelmingly siding with 
Parliament and the Roundheads. So when Parliament won the Civil War and declared 
England a Commonwealth they decided to abolish the office of Bishop.  That decision 
was reversed at the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660 and so Bishops returned too the 
Church of England.


So we can see that whilst most Bible verses have a somewhat sedate history, 1 Timothy 
3.1 is part of a handful of passages that have a more traumatic history and whose 
influence is still felt today.  It is even felt in modern translations of the Bible.  Compare two 
highly respected translations both authorised for use in the Church of England:


The saying is sure: whoever aspires to the office of bishop desires a noble task - 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Here is a trustworthy saying: if anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he 
desires a noble task - New International Version (NIV) 



Parish News & Events 

The Church is now open for public worship and there will be Mass every 
Sunday at 9.30am & 10.30am.  Things feel a little bit different at the 
moment, as we need to take appropriate measures to keep everyone 
safe and comfortable whilst trying to ensure worship praiseworthy and 
meaningful. 

Weekday Mass, are at present on Tuesday at 9.30am & Thursday at 
6.30pm. 

The Church is open daily for quietness, contemplation & prayer. 

Lockdown Experience: Part Two by Neil Woodrow  

The Highs and Lows of my rehabilitation 
  
I live life on a high, but have very short-lived but deep lows. 

Low: Amputating my arm 
  
High: The calm of my wife who faced with the most horrific accident she had ever seen, 
relatively calmly phoned 999, helped me apply a tourniquet and then lead the various 
medical teams to my side 
  
High: The ambulance crew who arrived within 5 minutes and administered 20ml of 
morphine 

Low: The morphine not touching the side of the pain and learning that was the most they 
could administer! 
  
High: The air ambulance arrived and administering 80mg of Ketamin.  Between the two 
teams they undoubtedly saved my arm by their intensive care and skill and an hour later I 
arrived at Derriford Hospital, Plymouth where because of the military attachments some of 
the finest surgeons in the country are based. 
  
High: The 3 Surgeons, theatre staff and nurses who had me on the operating table in 
under 3 hours from arriving at Hospital.  It takes 8 hours at its quickest to do a Covid test 
and so these dedicated staff put my well-being before their own safety 
  
High: The NHS – over 50 people have been part of my time in hospital, from the Surgeons 
to the nurses to the dining staff to the cleaners – each and every one of them took the time 



to use my name and say something that raised my spirits.  I was never allowed to start 
wallowing in self pity 
  
High: Waking up and seeing that I still had an arm and believing that I may not have to 
have it amputated – realising that God must have other plans for me 
  
Low: Having nightmares each night about the saw blade cutting into my arm 
  
High: Having the lead Plastics Surgeon changing my dressing and ask me if I wanted to 
look at my injury.  I replied “no”, he replied that I had a 50/50 chance of getting the right 
answer and I failed!  So, I looked – It was not a pretty sight but it was me and it would look 
a lot better over time.  Why is this a High?  Because, my nightmares stopped there and 
then 
  
High: Day 4 being able to move the end of my finger tips 
  
High: Being able to Skype my wife and talk to her as often as I liked 
  
High: Having Fr Paul phone me and arrange for visits from the Hospital Chaplains who told 
me that I should do their job as I was so positive 
  
High: Receiving a hand written letter from the Bishop Robert wishing us both well 
  
High: Receiving so many cards, letters and gifts from family, friends and our own 
congregation 
  
High: Allowing my case file, including photos to be used to teach others 
  
Low: Overdoing the exercises in my determination to get better quicker – apparently this is 
a marathon and not a sprint – 2 days of intense pain 
  
Low: Constipation for 8 days from all the drugs 
  
High: Hearing that I could go home on Friday, just 7 days after my accident 
  
Low: Hearing that they wanted to keep me in until Tuesday, so that they could take out my 
stitches.  This meant another 4 days without seeing my wife – Covid had stopped her from 
being able to visit me in hospital 
  
High: Getting home on Tuesday 
  
Low: Struggling to get into a comfortable position whereby I could get to sleep – this has 
reduced from taking close on 2 hours to about 20 mins 
  



Low: Learning that once cut nerves can never be re-connected 
  
High: Learning that nerves (for an under 50 year old – not me) will grow back at 1mm per 
day after the first 6 weeks and that if they grow back into my palm within 6 months then I 
should get back full mobility in my hand.  Then doing a calculation that the distance from 
the injury to the palm was about 6 months worth of growth 
  
Low: Having my protective skin graft removed by a nurse as “all the black stuff was only 
dead skin and could be removed” – unfortunately this was not the case 
  
Low: Seeing my main wrist tendon exposed and learning that the necessary 
“granulation” (the bodies way of growing new skin when there is no skin) was unlikely to 
cover the tendon 
  
High: Allowing my story to be used by the Air Ambulance magazine to help people 
understand what a vital and life-saving service they provide.  I knew that the Doctors were 
funded by the NHS, however, all the other costs are paid for by private donations. 
  
High: At week 6 being able to pick up a spool of tape – I cried with elation 
  
Low: At week 7 failing to be able to grasp a foam tube with a fork in it – I cried with 
despondency and a sense of failure 
  
High: At week 8 being able to grasp with 3 of my 4 fingers (so not perfect) a foam tube with 
a fork in it 
  
High: Being driven to Plymouth for my 8 week X-Ray – looking forward to seeing my fully 
mended bones 
  
High: Meeting a young boy who had fallen 30ft off a cliff into the sea and rocks below, 
breaking his leg and foot in the process and then having to haul himself out of the sea onto 
a ledge 2m higher so that the rescue team could lift him to safety.  Big smile on his face – 
what a star 
  
Low: Being told by the radiologist that there was no bone growth whatsoever, that they 
may never heal and that if I twisted the 2 plates that I could have serious problems 
  
High: after 3 weeks of “pico” patches (like a giant plaster that constantly sucks out any air) 
seeing granulation all around, and starting to covering my exposed tendon and the site of 
the wound having reduced from over 10cm wide to about 3cm 
  
Low: Being told by my Physiotherapist and my Occupational Therapist that I have to do 12 
exercises per day for at least 6 months – each exercise I do increases the pain until I have 
to stop.  Often, I can only reach 6 to 8 repetitions 
  



High: Being told by my Pain Specialist that I should not be afraid of using liquid morphine 
so that I can complete my 12 exercises 
  
Low: Using Liquid Morphine, falling asleep, so that I cannot do my 12 exercises and then 
getting extremely constipated from the combination of Morphine and Codine 
  
High: Accepting that 12 exercises should be a target and not a must. 
  
High: The total support and commitment and encouragement from both our families to my 
100% recovery, they are with me for the long haul and are always at the end of a phone 
whatever time-zone they are in. 
  
High: Our Church re-opening and receiving the well wishes of so many people and 
learning of their own experiences with injuries and operations.  Our faith keeps us strong 
and our love for one another is truly remarkable. 



Brain Teasers  

COLLECTIVE NOUNS QUIZ…what a lot of wildlife we have here!!!! 
 1.An ………….. of ants   2. A ………….. of badgers 3.A …………..  of wolves 
4.A …………..  of fish     5.A ………….. of bears.     6.A ………….. of sparrows 
7.A …………..  of budgerigars.  8.A ………….. of cattle.   9.A …………..  of bees 
10.A ………….. of oxen 11.A ………….. of curlew 12.A …………..  of deer 
13.A ………….. of cubs 14.A …………..  of quail   15.A…………..  of insects 
16.A …………..  of gulls 17.A …………..  of sheep 18.A …………..  of mice 
19.A …………..  of whales 20.A ………….. of lions 21.A …………..  of Owls   
22.A …………..  of moths   23.A …………..  of snipe   24.A …………..  of Porcupines 
25.A ………….. of Sharks   26.A ………….. of Female Dolphins 27.A ………….. of male dolphins 
28.A…………..  of mixed Dolphins 29.A …………..  of Bush babies 30.A ………….. of cheetahs   
31.A ………….. of platypi              32.A …………..  of Penguins in water  
33.A………….. of penguins on land.34.A …………..  of Turtles 35.A …………..of crocodiles    
36. A ………….. of jellyfish.              37.A …………..of rhinoceros 38.A ………….. of starlings 
39.An …………..  of Tigers               40. A ………….. of mice  
41.An ………….. of cockroaches      42.A …………..  of Spiders   
  
RANDOM SELECTION QUIZ! 
1. Who are the current holders of the Women’s World Cup as of 2019?        
2. Who was England Football Women’s team’s captain? 
3. Which team has FIFA faced disciplinary action for misconduct, offensive behaviour 
and fair play breaches after their game against England?                          
4. Who are the only team to have the reached the QTR FNLS in all 8 of the World Cups?  

5. Which city hosted the final on 7 July 2019?  
6. Which continent is the largest? 
7. What is the name of the thin, but long country that spans more than half of the 
western coast of South America?   
8. Which American state is the largest (by area)?   
9. What is the capital of New Zealand?   
10. Which two countries share the longest (or largest) international border?   
11. Which 3 Canadian cities have hosted Olympic Games? 
12. Name the five Marx Brothers.                                                         
13. What countries are the top three coffee exporters in the World as 0f 2019?      
14. What two actors have played Willy Wonka?  
15. What are the first and last names of the original five members of Take That?  
  
ANSWERS:  Remember this Quiz?... “ How many words can you make using letters from the word 
‘Parties’” ??!! This was set in Newsletter 2!!! 
  



Who would have thought you’d have to wait this long for the answers?! WELL… Finally 
we have had a Party…for Beryl… so words shown below including 3 using all of the letters 
in “PARTIES”!!! 
  
AIR   AIRS   APE   APES   APSE   APT   ARE   ARIES   ARISE   ARSE   ART   ARTS    ASP   ASPIRE   ASTER   
ASTIR   ATE  ATRIP   EAR   EARS   EAST   EAT   EATS   ERA   ERAS   ERST   ESPRIT   IRATE   IRE   IRES   ITS 
  PAIR   PAIRS    PAR   PARE   PARES   PARIES   PARS   PARSE   PART   PARTIES   PARTS   PAS   PASTE   PAT   
PATE   PATER   PATES   PATS   PEA   PEAR   PEARS   PEAS   PEAT   PER   PERI   PERT   PES   PEST   PET   
PETRI   PETRIS   PETS   PIASTRE   PIE     PIER      PIERS   PIES   PIRATE   PIRATES   PIT   PITS   PRAISE   
PRASE   PRATE   PRIEST   PRISE   RAISE   RAP   RAPE   RAPES   RAPIST   RAPS   RAPT   RASE   RASP   RAT 
  RATE   RATES   RATS   REAP   REAPS   REP   REPAST   REPS   REST   RIP  RIPE   RIPS   RISE   RITE   RITES   
SAP   SARI   SAT   SATE   SATIRE   SEA   SEAR   SEAT   SEPIA   SEPT   SEPTA   SET   SETA    SIP   SIR   SIRE   
SIT  SITAR   SITE   SPA   SPAE   SPAR   SPARE   SPAT   SPATE   SPEAR   SPIER   SPIRE   SPIREA   SPIRT   SPIT 
  SPITE   SPRAT   SPRIT   SPRITE   STAIR   STAR     STARE   STEP   STIPE   STIR   STRAP   STRIA   STRIAE   
STRIP   STRIPE   TAP   TAPE   TAPER   TAPERS   TAPES   TAPIR    TAPIRS   TAPS   TAR   TARE   TARES   
TARP   TARPS   TEA   TEAR   TEARS   TEAS   TIE   TIER   TIERS   TIES   TIP   TIPS   TIRE   TIRES   TRAIPSE   
TRAP   TRAPS   TRIES   TRIP   TRIPE   TRIPS   TSAR…181…plus more no doubt in a larger Oxford English 
Dictionary!! 

Book Review  

The Alchemist’s Secret (Ben Hope, Book 1) by Scott 
Mariani.    Reviewed by Kate Miller

This book is the first in a series of over twenty books about the 
adventures of Ben Hope. They are exciting adventures starring 
a modern day hero fighting on the side of good against evil. 
There is an element of violence when Ben fights the evil 
organisations and people pitted against him. 

Ben is a former elite member of the SAS, tortured by a tragedy 
from his past, who now devotes his life to finding kidnapped 
children. When Ben is recruited to locate an ancient manuscript which could save a 
dying child, he embarks on the deadliest quest of his life. The document is alleged to 
contain the formula for the elixir of life. It soon becomes apparent that others are 
hunting this most precious of treasures- for far more evil ends. 

He finds a document but it is written in an impenetrable code so he teams up with a 
beautiful American scientist called Roberta Ryder to crack the code. It seems that 
everyone- from the Nazis in WWII to a powerful Catholic organisation Gladius 
Domini - wants to unearth the secret of immortality. The trail leads Ben and Roberta 
from Paris to the ancient Cathar strongholds of the Languedoc, where an astonishing 
secret has lain hidden for centuries. 

I like this book - and others in the series - because it grabs your attention from the 
first page and keeps it till the end. Then you want to read the next book in the series! 
Ben fights on the side of right and is a sympathetic character you want to succeed. 
Scott Mariani has done his research and the different places and people are described 
vividly. If you like adventure this book is for you. 



Children’s Colouring Based Jesus healing the daughter of the Canaanite woman 


