
 

Please click here www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk to find the church website.  

Our Sunday service can be found here, from 8am on Sunday.  

 

 

Sunday 30 August – 12TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

A REFLECTION FROM FRANCIS CUMBERLEGE 

Of all the characters in the Bible, my favourite has to be Peter. I am so 

encouraged by him. One moment he is declaring that Jesus is the Christ, the 

anointed Son of the living God, and is told by Jesus that he has been inspired 

by the Father in heaven; and the next minute he is being pushed aside by 

Jesus  with the words “Get behind me Satan, you are a stumbling block to me.” 

A moment of elation followed by a moment of absolute despair. 

Isn’t it good that the Bible portrays the saints we see in stained glass windows, 

with warts and all? Peter again so full of bravado on the Mount of Olives, “Even 

if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” Then only such a short time later 

we find him weeping bitterly because again he has failed, denied Jesus and 

messed it all up. 

Peter is impulsive, so often the first to say something. “You shall never wash 

my feet Lord”. Then, “Oh well if I have to be washed to be part of your team, 

then please wash me all over”. 

Yet this was the man that Jesus chose to be the rock, to be Peter (which 

means rock) rather than Simon his birth name, to be the foundation of the 

church, which would be made up of living stones, followers of Jesus. 

So often, history has been rewritten by the winners, and anything that spoke of 

weakness or failure has been blotted out, but the Bible always tells the truth, 

and Peter grows in wisdom and understanding as he learns from his failures 

and mistakes. In many ways he reflects so many of us, and when we fail and 

make a hash of it, we know that we can turn to God, ask for his forgiveness and 

be restored as Peter was beside the lake. There he was able to say how much 

he loved Jesus, receive the authority to feed the sheep and lead the fledgling 

church. 

http://www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk/
http://allsaintsmilford.co.uk/services-during-covid-19-pandemic/


 

Please email news to admin@allsaintsmilford.co.uk by 9am Wednesday. 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 

Romans 12:1-8   

Matthew 16:13-20  

 

TODAY’S COLLECT 

God of constant mercy, 

who sent your Son to save us: 

remind us of your goodness, 

increase your grace within us, 

that our thankfulness may grow, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

© Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions in Traditional Language (1999) 

NEWS 

▪ Historic Churches Ride and Stride – Please sign up to serve via our website. To sponsor Rachel 

Foster please click here; to sponsor Juliet Lewthwaite please place your cash in a clearly marked 

envelope ‘Juliet’s Ride and Stride’ and pop it in the Church Office Letterbox. 

▪ Syrian Family - the family are settling into their new home in Fordingbridge and received visits 

from members of two of the local churches. Please continue to pray for them, particularly for the 

children as they settle into new schools. Thanks to all of you who have shown such generosity. 

▪ Open Church – All Saints’ Church continues to be open Thursday-Saturday 10am-4pm, for private 

prayer; St Mary’s is open Monday-Wednesday 10.30am-3.30pm. 

▪ Christianity Explored – Click here to find out more about Milford Baptist Church’s online course. 

▪ Church Office - The church office reopens on Tuesday 1st September in the Church Hall. Please 

telephone or email (details below) to make an appointment. 

▪ All Saints’ Toy Library – Families with toddlers can sign up via our website.  

PRAYER POINTS 
 

“Do not be dismayed for I am your God, I will strengthen and help you.” Isaiah 41:10  

▪ We praise God for his constant presence in our lives and for the knowledge that we can bring our 

concerns and anxieties to Him. 

▪ We pray for those affected badly by the pandemic; in their health, employment and home life; that 

they may receive all the support needed from NHS and government agencies.  

▪ We pray for our local churches to be sources of practical and spiritual help, and comfort, to those 

who are lonely, bereaved and ill.  

▪ We pray for the mission agencies we support in Africa, India and Ukraine, as these countries deal 

with the pandemic. 

▪ We remember Head Teachers, staff and pupils, as they prepare for the return to school; that they be 

kept safe and enabled to carry on their education and enjoy being together. 

▪ We continue to pray for New Forest Basics Bank, local Christians against Poverty and New Forest 

Street Pastors as they seek to serve the needy in the name of Jesus. 

▪ We pray for our churchwardens and PCC, meeting in September and for local and national 

governments; for wisdom and guidance in all matters for which they are responsible. 

CONTACTING US 

▪ Church Office – Please email office@allsaintsmilford.co.uk or telephone 01590 644992 

▪ St Mary’s | Gillian Peard | 01590 644739   All Saint’s | Francis & Tina Cumberlege | 01590 719421 

▪ Safeguarding | Annabelle Short | 07514 471545 | safe@allsaintsmilford.co.uk  

▪ Website | www.allsaintsmilford.co.uk/      Facebook | https://facebook.com/AllSaintsMilfordOnSea 

▪ In an emergency please contact our Churchwardens Olga (07835 821728) or Matt (01590 642310) 
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