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A non-Jewish woman throws herself at Jesus’ feet, imploring him to cure her daughter.  The disciples 
wanted Jesus to get rid of her, but Jesus instead listened to her, and challenged her.  The woman, 
acknowledging that she wasn’t one of the ‘chosen ones’, still continued in her pleas, using a very 
emotive and powerful argument to support her case.  Jesus recognises her faith, and in that instant 
her daughter was made well. 
 
 This miracle continues, in a way, St Matthew’s oblique references to the disciples’ own growth in faith 
in Jesus.  It is they who draw Jesus’ attention to the woman’s cries, as he didn’t seem to be taking any 
notice of it.  It was the disciples who judged that she was not worthy of Jesus’ attention, and suggested 
he sent her away as she was proving to be a nuisance, a distraction, in their eyes, to Jesus’ ministry.  
Their eyes must have been opened to true understanding of Jesus’ ministry, more than the woman’s 
who, after all, had complete faith in Jesus. 
 

• How do you think the disciples reacted to Jesus’ conversation with the woman? 

• Do you feel protective of Jesus and want to confine him to your own understanding? 

• Are you tempted to judge or assess others’ claims on him? 

• Should Jesus focus his ministry and teaching on just one group? 

• Does Jesus show preferential treatment to some and not others? 
 
 
As well as being an education to the disciples, this episode was a challenge to the Canaanite woman.  
Had she expected to have to argue her case?  She had probably witnessed Jesus’ healing of others, 
and at the most asked them what they wanted of him.  Jesus seemed to know already what the 
wanted, and initially spoke to her with a rebuttal.  She pleaded her case with him, and was rewarded 
by her daughter’s being healed. 
 
It is not certain from St Matthew’s account whether the daughter was actually present.  If so, she 
might have been too poorly or too young to speak in whatever way for herself.  All we know is that 
she was ‘healed instantly’ as soon as her mother professed her faith and trust in Jesus.  It would seem 
that this healing could be an example of ‘perseverance in prayer’ or else perseverance in practice.  The 
key word is perseverance which overcomes everything which logic alone dictates. 
 

• How much are you prepared to persevere? 

• What distracts or deters you in the practice of your faith? 

• Would you be willing to stand your ground when challenged? 

• Do you truly ‘intercede’ for others, or are your prayers primarily self-focussed? 

• Do you consider yourself worthy of Jesus’ attention? 
 
The Canaanite woman overcame cultural and religious differences in her anxiety over her daughter.  
She was not to be deterred, nor deflected from her goal, of putting her claim personally to Jesus.  As 
such, she is an example to us as individuals in our relationship with God, and as a Church which at 
times seems to ‘filter’ people’s access to Jesus. 


