
The Parishes of Adbaston, Gnosall, Knightley & High Offley, Moreton and Norbury 
Weekly News and Notices 

 
Sunday 30th August 2020 – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

 
 

Loving God, you call us to turn away from our own selfish interests, to take up our cross, and to 
follow you. 
To find our lives, may we live them in service of your mission. 
 
As we come before you this morning, give us open hearts and open hands. 
Make us eager to hear your voice and seek your guidance. 
 
Open our minds to your ever-present spirit that is always moving within and around us. 
Open our spirits to your prompting and open our lives to your love. 
Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION 
God is gracious and merciful and knows our needs.  We bring to God all that rests uneasily in our 
hearts, confident of His love and forgiveness. 
 
When we turn our backs when we could embrace 
Father forgive us   
 
When we remain silent when we could speak 
Father forgive us 
 
When we close the door and we could have flung it open wide 
Father forgive us 
 
When we have judged and we could have been understanding 
Father forgive us 
 
When we have been short of generosity and could have given 
Father forgive us 
 
Mend us, we pray, and make us new creations.  Through the power and love of Christ in whose 
name we pray.  Amen 
 
ABSOLUTION 
New every morning is God’s love for us, and so we are bold to proclaim the Good News:  In Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven.  Amen 
 
COLLECT 
God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to save us: remind us of your goodness, increase 

your  
grace within us, that our thankfulness may grow, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 



 
First Reading:      Romans 12: 9-end  

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.   Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above yourselves.   Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, 
serving the Lord.   Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.   Share with the Lord’s 
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.   Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn.   Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.  

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.   If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.   Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says 
the Lord.   On the contrary: 

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you 
will heap burning coals on his head.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Reading:  

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:  Glory to you O Lord. 

Matthew 16: 21 - end 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to 
you!’ 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.’ 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will find it.  What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul?  Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?   For the Son of Man is going to 
come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what 
they have done. 

‘Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord           Praise to you O Christ 
 
 Reflection 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
 



We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God;  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.     
Amen 
 
We bring our prayers using the response:   Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayers 
 
We pray for those on our prayer list - 
Janette Ibbs, Michael Johnson, Bill Nunn, Michael Butler, Ted Talbot, Ann Roberts, Robert Nicholls, 
Brian Timothy, Karyn Godwyn, Grace Palmer, Sam Pownall, Alistair McClure, Gill Pope, Elizabeth 
Gledhill. 
 
Those who have died:  Maureen Windows, Phyllis Cartwright and Margaret White 
 
In our year’s mind we remember: Percy Malcolm Griffiths, Christine Winifred Francis, Vera Clark, 
Nicholas James Allcock, Kenneth Anthony Morris, Raymond John Norris, Ivor Spencer-Thomas,                       
Leslie Weston Wilkins, Alice Irene (Rene) Edwards, James Edwards & Linda Joan Keeley. 
 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.    Amen 
  
Peace 
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all; and the peace of the Lord be  
always with you:  and also with you 
 
We will share the peace at the end of the service 
 
Offering Prayer 
We bring you only what is yours, Lord, that you might use our offerings and our lives for the 
building up of your kingdom and the glory of your name.   Amen 
 
 
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members.  In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with 
Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us,  ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  



Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.   Amen.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.  
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself and keep me in your care.   Amen.  
 
O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that 
nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  
 
O Lord and heavenly Father, we your humble servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching you to 
grant, that by the merits and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all your whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.  
Amen 
 
Blessing 
The peace of God which passes all understanding, the peace which the world cannot give, be in 
your hearts and minds, in your home and in your community; and the blessing……  
 
Stay safe and alert to love and serve the Lord.   In the name of Christ,   Amen.  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTICES 
 

We are hoping to re-open our churches in the Benefice for public worship in September and have 
implemented a revised rota which will run until the end of the year.  The first month will be: 
 
September 6th  ZOOM service at 9am and 10am 

6.30pm Holy Communion at St Peter's Norbury 
 
September 13th 7.45am Holy Communion St Lawrence Gnosall 

9.30am Morning Prayer at High Offley (this service alternates between High 
Offley and Knightley) 
9.30am Holy Communion at St Peter's Norbury 
10.30am Holy Communion St Lawrence Gnosall 
No services at Moreton or Adbaston 

 
September 20th  7.45am Communion by Extension St Lawrence Gnosall 

9.30am Holy Communion at High Offley 
9.30am Morning Prayer St Peter's Norbury 
10.30am Holy Communion St Lawrence Gnosall 
No services at Moreton or Adbaston 

 
September 27th  7.45am Holy Communion at St Lawrence Gnosall 

9.30am Holy Communion at Christchurch Knightley 



9.30am Harvest Festival St Peter's Norbury 
10am Morning Prayer in the Community Centre at Moreton 
10.30am Harvest Festival with HC St Lawrence Gnosall 

 
We will still be holding services via ZOOM for Night Prayer at 9.30pm each evening and Morning 
Prayer each Tuesday at 9.30pm (using the same numbers as usual). 
 

 
DATES FOR ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS IN THE BENEFICE 

 
Gnosall: Wednesday 2nd September lunchtime in the Vicarage garden 

High Offley/Knightley Thursday 3rd September 7pm in Knightley Church 
Moreton Monday 7th September 7pm in Moreton Church 

Norbury Wednesday 9th September 7.30pm in Norbury Church 
Adbaston -  meeting already taken place on 27th August 

 

 

 
The Church of England parishes in the Gnosall Benefice 

are looking for a responsible person with good interpersonal  
and communication skills 

to run the church office in Gnosall 
and provide clerical and administrative support to the clergy. 
This is a part-time post for 12hrs per week over 4 mornings. 

For more details and an application form please contact rev.kathrynh@gmail.com 
 

 

St. Peter’s Church Norbury 
Sunday Cream Teas 

 

LAST CHANCE  
to have delicious homemade refreshments served in the Churchyard this summer. 

 
Sunday afternoon 30th August - Tickets - £5.00 

 
Under current restrictions this event will require anyone who wishes to take part to purchase a 

timed ticket in advance (at least 24 hours before the date required) 
 
Government guidelines of sitting 2 metres apart will be followed.  On arrival at Church you will be 
guided to a designated area of the Church yard and your afternoon tea will be brought to you. 
 

Teas will NOT be served without a pre purchased ticket 
 
Contact – Jane Swinnerton - 01785 284463   Or email:    j_swinnerton29@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:j_swinnerton29@hotmail.com


HOUSE OF BREAD - We are still collecting non-perishable food, clothing and toiletries for those 
who are homeless and in need. Items can be left in the containers in front of the garage at the 
Vicarage in Gnosall 
 
 
PLEASE TRY TO TAKE THIS SHEET TO ANY MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY WHO AREN’T ABLE 
TO ACCESS IT ELECTRONICALLY. 


