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The Weekly Service                     Sunday 30th  August2020 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving  
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that 

we express our theology and define our identity.  

It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed 

(and transformed) as his people.          
Thought for the Week 

‘The Earth is the Lord ’s and all that is in it... 

‘He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to  

cultivate – bringing forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens 

the heart of man, oil to make his face shine,  

and bread that sustains his heart. ’  

Psalm 104, 14-15 

✠  We meet in spiritual communion,  
in the name of the Father, and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen  

 

The Greeting 

We have come together to worship God and to thank him for  

journeying with us through the year. 

We have come from our fields and gardens to give thanks for the  

harvest of our land, and to ask for his continued blessing on the work  

of our hands. 
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Join in the singing on YouTube or just raise the roof, praising God - 

Jesus is Alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4  

 

We plough the fields and scatter, t he good seed on the land, 

But it is fed and watered, by God's almighty hand: 

He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain. 

 

 All good gifts around us,  

 Are sent from heaven above; 

 Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

 For all his love. 

 

He only is the maker, of all things near and far; 

He paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 

The winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. 

 

We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 

The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 

No gifts have we to offer, for all thy love imparts, 

But that which thou desirest, our humble, thankful hearts.  
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We pray for Ben & Katy Ray and all the people they support through 

Neema Crafts. Keep them safe and well as they continue to support  

people with disabilities in Iringa, Tanzania. www.neemacrafts.com 

UK based online shop  goodthingsgifts.co.uk  

 Revd Lisa - 01509890972 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

 

FYI : Revd Lisa & Michèle will be having their day off on Tuesdays 

each week 

 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

Have a look at the ‘Children’ page for weekly activity sheets  

to download and print. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves/ 

Please note that the change of email address for Michèle 

You can contact me via michdenn2@aol.com from now on. 

If you like a ‘hard’ copy of the Weekly Sheet rather than reading it 

on the screen, please use the (print) version which has pages set 

out in a different order. 

You need to ‘Print both sides’ and ‘Flip on short edge’ to get a  

Some material included in this service is copyright:  

The Church of England © Archbishops' Council 2015 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neemacrafts.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2058b684579c45a8987308d7edc48fde%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637239300782761906&sdata=azoh1RfK5JdZ5nk1UQ39yTDTNggUIN0dCQCJsWJh%2F%2FE%3D
https://www.goodthingsgifts.co.uk/collections/neema-crafts


 18 

We all have an important part to play as we struggle to live with the 

continuing challenges of Covid 19 which sadly, are still active.  

Therefore our usual pattern of worship will continue until we are able to 

re-open. Until then may I personally give my thanks for all that you 

have each been doing in serving our community. Thank you for your 

patience and understanding at these unprecedented times. 

And so, whatever life looks like for you over this next month of August, 

work or rest, time alone, or time with friends and family, I pray that 

you'll continue to know God's peace and presence in all that you face. 

With joyful blessings, 

Revʼd Lisa 

 

Let us continue to make a determined and committed effort to  

worship and praise God together, following the worship sheet at 

9.45am and 11.15am each Sunday. Together we are stronger and 

through being in communion with one another, can support each  

other in spirit and in fellowship and rest assured,  

I will be praying for each and every one of you. 

Blessings 

Revd Lisa  

Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who have left water, food 

donations and baby provisions. John's Storehouse was 

very grateful for all of your kind donations. Please keep 

continuing to support the homeless, families living with 

poverty and  

unemployment and those in need. So once again, a 

massive thank you.  

Revd Lisa.                                                                                      

You can leave your donations at the Rectory front door. 
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Creator God  

For the rich soil of the countryside, for good seed, and for the green 

corn springing out of the earth,  

We thank you O God 

And praise Your Holy name 

For the warm sweetness of the fertile rain, for the hot days of  

ripening sun, and for the harvest,  

We thank you O God 

And praise Your Holy name 

For the yield of the forests, the earth and the sea,  

We thank you O God 

And praise Your Holy name 

For all who work on the land, on the rigs, or on the waters,  

and for their courage in days of difficulty and disappointment,  

We thank you O God. 

And praise Your Holy name 

For those who work in office, shop, factory and in transport,  

to meet our needs,  

We thank you O God, 

And praise Your Holy name 

For these and all your blessings  

We make our harvest thanksgiving and give you the glory. 

And praise Your Holy name 
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The Collect 
God of harvest, gardener supreme, you place us at the centre.  

Feed us, equip us, and having provided for us look to a  

different harvest, a fruitfulness of lives in service to you and 

others. 

God of harvest, feed us, prune us, harvest us, that our lives 

might bring glory to you.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world. 

 

God has blessed us, but still God’s children go hungry. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

God has blessed us, but still the poor cry out for justice. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

God has blessed us, 

but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution.  

May the God of love  forgive us our sins and grant us thankful 

hearts and loving concern for all people;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
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Notices & Updates 
Dear friends, Itʼs official; the moment we have all been 

waiting for - we are going home, although we still need to 

wait until we party! As you know at the beginning of July, 

Leicester saw a sharp increase in Covid 19 infections 

within the city area. Back then parts of the city and the 

surrounding suburbs went back into lockdown. Since 

then, some of the lockdown restrictions on the surrounding suburbs 

have been lifted.  

Although we are not included in ʻthe mapʼ of the city lockdown area, we 

were very conscious that we are on the fringe! Of course, we want to be 

aspirational and positive, but our priority first and foremost must be to 

keep everyone safe and well. Therefore the PCC of St Mary's and the 

PCC of St Paul’s have discussed the re- opening of our churches.  

Both PCC’s expressed their desire to worship publicly together and 

gather again as God's Eucharistic people, spiritually fed and nourished 

by the Sacrament, Jesus, the Bread of Life. However, there were many 

questions about safety, and the potential challenges of re-opening for 

public worship. So having considered the current clear direction and 

guidelines from the Church of England, completed the risk assessment 

with due time, diligence and care, it was agreed that we would look to 

re-open both of the Parish Churches on September 20th 

as long as it is safe and feasible to do so, and subject to 

any Coronavirus, Government changes and C of E 

guidelines. I am sure that like me, as your parish priest, 

you will be very happy to hear this joyful news.  

However, I must make you all aware that when we do 

gather together for worship, it will be different to what we 

were used to before the lockdown in March. We will all 

have to adapt to the changes that are needed for  everyone's safety 

and adhere to the social distance measures. Although you will be able 

to receive the Holy Sacrament, it will only be in one kind, the Body of 

Christ, as instructed by the Bishop. You will need to wear a mask.                                                           
continued... 
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Join in the singing on YouTube or just raise the roof, praising God - 

Jesus is Alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvOoQucq2M0  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,  

And His righteousness,  

And all these things shall be added unto you.  

Allelu, Alleluia.  

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 Alleluia,  Allelu, Alleluia.  

Man shall not live by bread alone,  

But by every word  

That proceeds from the mouth of God,  

Allelu, Alleluia.  

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 Alleluia,  Allelu, Alleluia.  

Ask and it shall be given unto you,  

Seek and ye shall find.  

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you,  

Allelu, Alleluia!  

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 Alleluia,  Allelu, Alleluia.  
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

6 
Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
7 
Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 
And God is able to 

bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. 
9 
As it is written:  

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

    their righteousness endures for ever.’ 

10 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 

supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 

your righteousness. 
11 

You will be enriched in every way so that you can 

be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will  

result in thanksgiving to God. 
12 

This service that you perform is not only 

supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God. 
13 

Because of the service by which you 

have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that 

accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your  

generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 
14 

And in their 

prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing 

grace God has given you. 
15 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.  

Gather the fruit for eternal life.                                                         

Alleluia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvOoQucq2M0


 6 

✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

St Luke 

 Glory to you O Lord 
 
16 

And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of a certain rich man 

yielded an abundant harvest. 
17 

He thought to himself, “What shall I 

do? I have no place to store my crops.” 

18 
‘Then he said, “This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 
19 

And I’ll say 

to myself, ‘You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 

easy; eat, drink and be merry.’” 
20 

‘But God said to him, “You fool! This 

very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 

you have prepared for yourself?” 
21 

‘This is how it will be with whoever 

stores up things for themselves but is not rich towards God.’ 

22 
Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will 

wear. 
23 

For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothes. 
24 

Consider the ravens: they do not sow or reap, they have no 

storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable 

you are than birds! 
25 

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to 

your life
[a]

? 
26 

Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you 

worry about the rest? 

27 
‘Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labour or spin.  

Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like 

one of these. 
28 

If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 

is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will 

he clothe you – you of little faith! 
29 

And do not set your heart on what 

you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 
30 

For the pagan world runs 

after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  
31 

But seek his kingdom and these things will be given to you as well. 

Luke 12:16-31 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.   15 

The Blessing 

May God our creator,  who clothed the lilies and feeds the birds of 

the air, bestow His care on us and on all His children, and increase 

the harvest of our righteousness.  

And the blessing of God Almighty  

 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

Come down upon you , and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

The Dismissal  

The Lord be with you  

and with your spirit.  

Let us bless the Lord.  

 

Thanks be to God.  

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercies of God, 

rest in peace  

And rise in glory.  

Amen.  

 

Freely you have received, freely give.  

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord  

In the name of Christ  Amen 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A16-30&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-25485a
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Offertory prayer 

Gracious God, accept the gifts we offer, and with them, our lives,  

to be used in your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us affirm our Faith together: 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being  

and life, the one for whom we exist?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 

people of God and makes Christ known in the world?  

We believe and trust in him.  

This is the faith of the Church  

This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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The Parable of the Rich Fool! 

To understand the context of this parable, we really need to look 

at what lead up to Jesus teaching this lesson. 

Verse 13 begins with someone in the crowd wanting Jesus to be 

the go between in a family dispute. 

 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher,  

 tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me” 

Two brothers are not seeing eye to eye about their portion of an 

inheritance! At the time, wills had to be drawn up according to 

Mosaic Law which defined the rights of an eldest son and other 

members of the family. So, any dispute became a religious as 

well as a secular matter. The first born was guaranteed double 

the inheritance.  

It doesn’t sound like this man was a first born and is questioning 

why he shouldn’t have an equal share. how familiar is this  

scenario, even today? Disagreements about money are often the 

catalyst for family members to fall out after a death in the family. 

Jesus is not concerned with getting involved in resolving an  

individual’s personal dispute but he seizes the opportunity to help 

him illustrate a wider point for all who choose to follow him. 

verse 15 comes with a warning! 

Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds  
of greed;  a man’s life does not consist in the  
abundance of his possessions. 
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So the scene is now set for Jesus to paint a picture in words that 

his audience can relate to. 

The rich young man in this parable has been blessed by God with 

an abundant harvest. It is “the ground” that has produced the good 

crop but instead of giving thanks to God for the blessing, the  

foolish man is only thinking of himself. Look at how many times he 

says ‘I’ and ‘my’. 

Verse 17 What shall ’I’ do?  

           ‘I’ have…’my’ crops  

Verse 18 This is what ‘I’ll’ do 

           ‘I’ will tear down ‘my’ barns 

           ‘I’ will store all ‘my’ grain and ‘my’ goods 

   Verse 19  ‘I’ll say to ‘myself’ 

 

Instead of thinking how he can use his increasing wealth to serve 

God, he is totally focussed on managing what he sees as his 

bounty and neglecting his spiritual wellbeing. He has plans for his 

future earthly life. He looks forward to enjoying himself ‘for many 

years’ (v19) After working hard he plans to retire and ‘Take life 

easy; eat, drink and be merry.’ But all his carefully laid plans for 

the near and more distant future are suddenly to be ended. 

“God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your  

  life will be demanded of you. Then who will get  

  what you have prepared for yourself?” (v20) 

Jesus, very cleverly, links this parable back to the question he was 
asked earlier by the man in the crowd. What might happen is that 
your family will end up fighting over the things you worked to  
acquire but which you are not able to enjoy! 

As I was reading this passage and reflecting on the story,  
I couldn’t help connecting some of the events to our recent  
experiences with the Covid 19 pandemic. 
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We pray for those who are ill. For :Sarah Bundocko,  Michael Gray,  

Sue & John Thorne, Naveen Suri, Olwyn Allen, Harriet,  Vincent Nash, 

Stan Michalski, Andrea Farnsworth, Pat Garland, June Shilton, John, 

Frank, Sue Harris 

Remembering those in hospital and nursing homes and all who are  

known to us. We pray for all who care for them. Give skill and  

Understanding to all who work for their well-being. 

Lord of all compassion: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We remember those who have died, for Gillian Elliott and Brian Coy, 

whom we entrust to your eternal love in the hope of resurrection  

to new life. 

Lord of all peace: 

Hear our prayer. 
 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

Susan Elizabeth Ayres, Susan Denice Cooledge 'Sue', Brenda Dykes 

Rest eternal grant to them , O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon 

them.   

 May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God  

Rest in peace  

And rise in glory.  

We offer ourselves to your service, asking that by the Spirit at work in us 

others may receive a rich harvest of love and joy and peace. 

Lord of all faithfulness: 

Hear our prayer. 

God of grace, as you are ever at work in your creation, so fulfil your wise  

and loving purpose in us and in all for whom we pray, that with them and  

in all that you have made, your glory may be revealed and the whole  

earth give praise to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Intercessory Prayers: 

Let us offer our prayers to God for the life of the world 

and for all God’s people in their daily life and work. 

God, the beginning and end of all things, in your  

providence and care you watch unceasingly over all  

creation; we offer our prayers that in us and in all your 

     people your will may be done, according to your wise and 

     loving purpose in Christ our Lord. 

     Lord of all life: 

      Hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for all through whom we receive sustenance and life; 

for farmers and agricultural workers, for packers, distributors  

and company boards; as you have so ordered our life that we  

depend upon each other, enable us by your grace to seek the  

well-being of others before our own. 

Lord of all creation: 

Hear our prayer 

 
We pray for all engaged in research to safeguard crops against  

disease, to produce abundant life among those who hunger and  

whose lives are at risk. Prosper the work of their hands and the  

searching of their minds, that their labour may be for the welfare of all. 

Lord of all wisdom: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for governments and aid agencies, and those areas of the  

world where there is disaster, drought and starvation. 

By the grace of your Spirit, touch our hearts and the hearts of all who  

live in comfortable plenty, and make us wise stewards of your gifts. 

Lord of all justice: 

Hear our prayer. 
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When the lockdown  was finally introduced, in an attempt to contain 

the devastating infection, it seemed as if life as we knew it stopped 

over night! 

Suddenly children were not going to school; would not see their 

friends; Year 6 pupils would not visit their new secondary school 

and say goodbye to their primary school teachers. There would be 

no exams; no Proms for years 11 & 13; no celebration of past 

school careers and excitement about the next step. 

Many people began to work from home, only in contact  with  

colleagues by phone or Zoom. I even had ballet classes, in our 

lounge, on Zoom! 

Concerts and theatre productions, cancelled, at a stroke! 

Plans for holidays at Easter and then the summer had to be  

cancelled or tentatively rearranged. 

All those, quite legitimate and very ordinary, plans for the future 

suddenly changed from one day to the next. Things we’d taken for 

granted and looked forward to were not going to happen, for the 

foreseeable future. 

And sadly, another parallel with the man in the parable was the 
selfish attitude of people making sure they were OK, at the  
expense of others; stripping supermarket shelves of toilet rolls, 
hand gel, soap and flour. 

How should we respond to this situation? 
In verse 22 Jesus goes on to exhort his disciples not to worry about 
the mundane things in their lives – what to eat and drink or what to 
wear.  
God takes care of his creation and sees to the needs of the birds 
and we are more valuable than they are. If God takes time and  
effort over transient flowers of the field, he will certainly provide  
for us.  

In our present situation we can be sorry about the things we miss 
but should not get bogged down in the things we have no control 
over.   
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This sounds simple to say but we all know that in practice, it’s not 

always easy, especially in these testing times. We can and should 

put our trust in God to care and provide for us and seek ways that 

we can share that knowledge with those in need. 

 

Jesus points the way for us to do this in verse 31 – we must seek 

the Kingdom of God. 

We are not to devote our lives to accumulating  wealth and  

possessions but look to how we can bring the Kingdom of God to 

earth now. As we pray in the Lord’s prayer: “Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 

We are not blessed by God to hoard our wealth but to be a blessing 

to others.  During the pandemic we have seen great acts of  

kindness and concern for those in need. Our church buildings may 

have been closed but ‘The Church’, in its people, has continued; 

supporting the foodbank and sharing with those in need and in so 

doing demonstrating the love of God. 

We are blessed to be a blessing to others. All that we have is a gift 

from God.  St Paul sums this up in a couple of verses in his second 

letter to the Corinthians, in chapter 9 

Verse 8 “And God is able to make all grace abound  

  in you, so that in all things at all times,  

  having all that you need, you will abound in  

  every good work” 

Verse 11“You will be made rich in every way so that  

    you can be generous on every occasion” 

So, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God  

        And all these things will be added unto you 

        Allelu, Alleluia” 

 

Michèle Smith  

 11 

Thanksgiving 
Let us give thanks to God, 

The God of all peoples of the earth and for our place within it, 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For our daily food, 

And for those whose work and skill bring your good gifts to us, 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts; 

For insight and imagination, for the skills of research 

which bring healing and fulfilment to the lives of many; 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For the light and shades of the changing seasons, 

and their variety and dependability; 

For new life and growth out of barrenness and decay; 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For new hope and strength in our communities, 

especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you, 

We bring our thanks, good Lord; 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For all in whose lives we see goodness, 

kindness, gentleness, patience and humility, 

And all the fruit of the Spirit, 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 
 

For the life we have been given, 

and for all those whom you have given us to share it, 

We bring our thanks, good Lord: 

Your mercy endures for ever. 


