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Dear All, 
 

Do hope that everyone has had a good week?  It was so lovely seeing some of you on Friday, and a real gift to 

start to put names to faces!  For those of you who do feel confident about returning to church, please do note 

the dates below, particularly our first communion back in the building – this Sunday at 7pm.  You will, unless you 

are medically exempted, need to wear masks for all services we’re afraid, and we won’t be able to sing. Howev-

er, I am very much looking forward to sharing communion with everyone. 

However, we also want to stress that for those of you for whom this is not something that you feel comfortable 

with, please do not feel under any pressure to do so.  We’ll be keeping our newsletter and Online Church going, 

so there really isn’t any pressure to do something you don’t want to do.   
 

Evening Communion Service:  Sunday, 30th August, 7pm. 

Morning Sunday Service:  Sunday 6th September 9am and 10.15 am: The Blessings of the Bags. 

In my eagerness to mark our return to the building after such a long time away,  I’m a little conscious that I’ve 

not had time to communicate well enough our ideas behind the ‘Blessing of the Bags’ services.  
 

In many ways they will be a standard Holy Communion Service (with Children’s groups happening for the 10:15), 

but there will be a small space for us to take time to consider which of those things of the past 9 months we’d 

like to leave behind, and where we’d really like God to be with us as we face this new normal of Covid-19.  
 

You’re invited to bring one bag with you to symbolise our day to day lives, and there will be short prayer asking 

God to bless all our comings and goings during this next academic year. For those of us Online, we too will have 

a similar space. 
 

Do join us, Online or physically, and let us know what you think. 

Other Dates for the Diary: 

Taize Service:   Sunday 27th September—7pm—Facebook. Please spread the word! 

Sunday:    10am each Sunday—Facebook & YouTube followed by Zoom coffee morning 

Evening Prayer:   7pm Live every evening on Facebook 

Messy Church:   Every Saturday at 4pm  & Sunday at 3pm—Facebook & YouTube 
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Note from the Wardens: Nearly September! How did that happen? The year has passed so quickly and yet it 

pretty much ended in March. This past week has seen a major clean of the church building and opening up for 

private prayer—many spiders were evicted from the homes they had happily inhabited  for months now! For 

those of you who felt confident enough to come along on Friday, we  hope you found the church as welcoming 

and peaceful as always, despite the necessary protocols we were obliged to put in place. Whilst planning the 

opening up of the building we have been very conscious that we are opening a place of worship and even 

though we had to be mindful of the restrictions we also want it to feel like coming home. We are looking for-

ward to  taking our first tentative steps into services whilst also maintaining our online church, built up over the  

past few months. We hope you know that you are always in our thoughts and prayers but please do get in 

touch if you need us. Take care, stay safe      Nikki and Wendy 

Getting to know people is such an adventure isn’t it? 

It’s so very easy to make some assumptions based on  what someone is 

wearing, or how they speak,  or what they eat, or how they wear their hair. 
 

We also make assumptions based on whether or not we grew up with that  

person. Our foster  son recently visited for the weekend with his wife. It was wonderful (all the 

better when he volunteered to cook the breakfast!), but when he went, I still felt obliged to caution him about  

driving carefully and not staying out too late: he’s now a successful man in his 30s, and he bears with me well! 
 

For Jesus, who has been alongside his disciples for the last few years, his question is still – Who do you think I 

am?  The responses vary, and eventually Peter (who, remember, has got it wrong many times in the past) finally 

works out who Jesus is. The journey that the other disciples have to go on will still take some time. 
 

And for us, our journeys will be at different points and at different stages. We are called to be patient with one  

another as we each get to know Jesus, each of us daily getting to know a little bit more about this God who  

Invites us into a living relationship with Him. 
 

I don’t know about you, but the more I get to know God, the more I realise that I really don’t get God (!) – 

somehow, the more I get to know Him, the more I realise that he is beyond my comprehension. But in that  

realisation is also the gratitude that his Son, Jesus, would come to earth, as you and I, to seek to bring us once 

again into that life giving relationship. 
 

Getting to know Jesus has changed my life.  I’m sure that it will continue to do so the deeper and deeper that he 

draws me in. 
 

Starting later on in September, we’re going to start an enquirers course – A chance to really get to grips with 

what our faith is about, a chance to ask those questions that perhaps we were too embarrassed to ask earlier. 

Do join us if you’re able – it would be great to have you involved. 
 

Do take care, stay safe and may God bless you all. 
 

Rev. Claire 



Sudan Appeal: 

An emergency appeal to support our brothers and sis-

ters in Sudan has been launched. We are asking for 

funds for emergency food and supplies for those across 

the country who rely on the church for support or sur-

vival. 

Follow this link to make a  

donation: 

:https://bit.ly/3g8Exkq  

 Readings for this Sunday, Trinity 11: 

Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be  
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 

to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as 

in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to 

the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 

the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the  

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

Collect for Trinity 11:  
God of glory, 
the end of our searching, 
help us to lay aside 
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 



  

ACROSS 
1 Came across a record concerning journalist (10) 
6 Language of old city belonging to the French (4) 
9 They'll get wrongly blamed for heading off escape by  
animals (10) 
10 There's potato in Mum's pudding (4) 
12 Style of cooking providing contrasts (5-3-4) 
15 Country-loving Irishman in charge of containing  
disturbance (9) 
17 Giving note to terrorists makes one angry (5) 
18 One who latches on to another is a sucker (5) 
19 Sailor's intent perhaps is to be self-restrained (9) 
20 A comment sure upset in due proportion (12) 
24 Man told to get on his knees? (4) 
25 Boundary rope may produce such a decision (10) 
26 E.g. dogs returning from walk (4) 
27 Not quite one’s best friend on the ship (6,4) 
 

DOWN 
1 Pretty girl gets some food (4) 
2 Animal found in sea location (4) 
3 Fat little Edward is biased (12) 
4 The First Lady touring Oklahoma will awaken memories (5) 
5 The thresholds of delights (9) 
7 Heartless robbers go off with a pet. The villains! (10) 
8 Below, below, below (10) 
11 Managed to get clergyman in dead awkward situation (12) 
13 They are seeking work after demolition of aspic plant (10) 
14 Steam railway takes on head of Railtrack to improve efficiency (10) 
16 To perform in a different key, one's parts must be arranged (9) 
21 Went on horseback round cowboy show (5) 
22 Junk mail from the capital (4) 
23 Nothing but a lake (4) 


