
 
   

Sunday, 9 August, 2020 
Trinity 9 
 

 
 

Almighty God, 
who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading (1 Kings 19:9-18) 
 

At that place Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing 
here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’  
He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord 
is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was 
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood 
at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, 
‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very 
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken 
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 
Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall 
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever 
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every 
mouth that has not kissed him.’  
 

Second Reading (Romans 10:5-15) 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who 
will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  
But what does it say? 
‘The word is near you, 
on your lips and in your heart’ 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with 
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so 
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 
scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 



all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’  
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful 
are the feet of those who bring good news!’  
 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 14:22-33) 
 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the 
lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were 
terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.’  
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking 
on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong 
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, 
save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 
saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got 
into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, 
saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’  

  

Reflection for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
Adam Legge 

(Diocesan Mission Enabler) 
 

In our readings from the Matthew and 1 Kings we see Jesus and God 
appearing in an unexpected way. 
Before my role as a mission enabler I spent 14 years lifeguarding… in all 
of that time I have never seen someone walk on water…I have seen kids 
running really fast with their legs spinning around like a looney toons 
cartoon character running off the edge of a cliff before that expected 
fall, but never have I seen some one walk on water and yet in our gospel, 
we have the unexpected…Jesus striding across the water, flesh and 
bone, a physical object too heavy to remain above water, walking across 
it to the disciples in the boat….just pause, think about that moment. The 
figure walking across the water, doing the impossible, the unexpected. 
What would you make of that moment? Would you be joyful? Would 
you be fearful? 
And in our reading from Kings, Elijah fresh from the momentous faith 
building moment where God sends fire from the heavens to burn up the 
wet sacrifice in front all of the prophets of Baal and priming the nation 
that God is the One True GOD, from there we see Elijah tired, dejected 
hiding in a cave . And the God that so loudly and visibly displayed his 
power through the fire, speaks to Elijah, but not in the rock crushing 
wind nor in the power of the earthquake, nor in the consuming fire…but 
God spoke to Elijah in the gentle whisper. What would you make of that 
moment? Would you be ready to hear the whisper of God? 
Two biblical moments where God demonstrates that he can move in 
unexpected ways. He is not just a normal God. 
At the moment we are living in ‘unprecedented’ times and while this fact 
cannot be proved I think it would be fair to say that never in the history 



of the English language has the term unprecedented been used so much 
and so widely, Due to the devastation coronavirus has had on the world 
in which we live, the normal day to day lives we have known for years 
and decades has been rocked to its core. Many of us have been forced 
to slow down or to even stop. We may have entered into a lockdown 
mentality, where the world has got smaller, limited to just those we have 
seen on zoom, or those we have been living with. The world is not as it 
once was, but yet as lockdown lifts, We are poised and ready to jump or 
be flung into a ‘new normal.’ 
And I wonder where God is amongst all of this… 
…I know that God is the God of all things. God is the god of normal, but 
he is also the God of extra-ordinary, the creator of the Malverns and 
craftsman of the Wyre forest. This is not just a normal God. 
My wife and I are very blessed to parent two lovely, yet slightly spirited 
children. We love each uniquely and tended to both of their specific 
needs, not just in love and food, but also recognising that our children 
had very different personalities, our eldest, our daughter loves 
animals…she has opened for own ‘pretendy animal vet doctor shop’ 
where exotic animals are treated for all sorts of ailments, crocodiles 
have baddy toes bandaged, kookaburras are given honey and lemon to 
help them regain their laugh, and turtles are given tickles to help them 
feel less shy and to stop hiding in their shells. However our son, the 
younger, loves trucks and diggers, splashing them through mud pits, 
zooming around corners and chuck-chucka-chucka-ing them up the 
walls. Both children have quirks and passions that need to be individually 
approached, valued and nurtured. We as parents can’t force our son to 
love animals the way our daughter does, nor can we make our daughter 
love trucks the way our son does. But yet they share a passion for 
aviation, be it planes, helicopters or a lost helium balloon flowing across 

the sky. They both stop, stare, smile and wave. While each child is 
different they still share common interests. 
This I think is a little metaphor for church during this time. We have our 
pre-covid established services and yet many churches during-covid will 
have to had to adjust and adopt new ways of ‘being church’. Both ways 
are valid yet both ways are different and yet they share the common 
ground both should be missionary serving the community. 
As lockdown lifts, our post-covid church landscape may look different, 
there is opportunity to nurture and develop both the pre and the during 
covid church to bring in new blend of post-covid churches where 
different missional expressions of the Christian faith are practiced. 
Our readings showed us a God that worked in unexpected ways. And I 
believe that that he is still moving in an unexpected and unprecedented 
ways.  The church and its Christians need to follow God into the 
unexpected, listening to the voice that whispers and following the feet 
that walk upon the waves. 
And I think as I start to reflect, plan and pray, slowly moving myself of 
out a lockdown mentality, maybe just maybe, God is whispering to me, 
Be brave, be bold, for I know the plans I have for you, they are plans for 
adventure and plans to bring you and your world into a full life.’ 
And I wonder what he is whispering to you… 
  



Notices 

Masks 
From Saturday 8 August, it has become a legal requirement to wear face 
coverings in places of worship. As I write this (on the afternoon of Friday 
7), the government has still not had the courtesy or the organisation to 
issue the relevant guidelines, despite it being more than a week since 
the announcement and under twelve hours before the rules come into 
force. Consequently, we are for the moment reliant upon the draft 
guidelines issued by the Church of England, which will govern all our 
services this weekend. In summary, these are: 
 

 Face coverings (that is a mask or something which covers the 
mouth and nose) must be worn in church, both during services 
and when entering for private prayer. 

 There are certain exemptions, including for children under the 
age of 11 and those with certain medical conditions. 

 Those leading services do not need to wear face masks to do 
so as long as they can be appropriately distanced (which is 
possible in all four of our churches). However, the masks do 
need to be worn by the priest for the distribution of 
communion. 

 Masks can be removed for the purposes of reading a lesson, 
doing intercessions and other activities where it is necessary 
for communication. They can also be removed to receive 
communion. 

 
The full draft document is available on the Church of England website 
and via a link on our websites. 
 

Lockdown, Online Service and Pew Sheets 
At present, we intend to continue with these pew sheets until 30 August, 
but thereafter we will cease to produce them. If you are now attending 
church regularly again and have been receiving a paper copy, could I 
please urge you again to let us know so we can remove you from the 
distribution list (and thank you to those who have already done this).  
However, there is considerable uncertainty about what might happen in 
the next six weeks ago, with talk of limited lockdowns or closure of 
certain places as schools return. As the government has no long-term 
plan (or at least one to which the general public are privy), it is hard to 
know what exactly will happen. For that reason, we are looking into the 
provision of streaming and/or recording services. This may be something 
we decide to do irrespective of any second lockdown, to allow people 
who are housebound or unable to come to church access to services. 
Should there be another lockdown, or a change in circumstances which 
means significant numbers of people cannot attend church, we will 
review the current plan for the pew sheet and continue to keep it in 
production for as long as necessary. 
It had been our intention to begin offering home communions again 
from the start of August. In light of the current uncertainty and the 
bewilderingly rapid and ill-explained changes in guidelines, we have 
decided to suspend that until things are clearer. 


