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The Sixth Sunday after Trinity  
 
 

The Church of England is producing a series of prayers and acts of worship for those 
unable to attend church, available here 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-
prayer-resources. 
The readings and collect and a sermon for today are below, which you can also use in 
the week ahead. 
 
** ************************************************************* 
  Romans 8:12-25 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation – but it is not to the flesh, to 
live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led 
by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make 
you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ 16 The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we 
are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory.18 I consider that our present sufferings are 
not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation 
waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.22 We know that 

the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we 
wait for it patiently. 

 
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
24 Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed 
ears, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 ‘The owner’s servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your 
field? Where then did the weeds come from?” 28 ‘“An enemy did this,” he replied. ‘The 
servants asked him, “Do you want us to go and pull them up?”29 ‘“No,” he answered, 
“because while you are pulling up the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: first 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and 
bring it into my barn.”’36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples 
came to him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.’ 37 He 
answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the 
world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is 
the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 ‘As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 
 
Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
Creator God, you made us all in your image: may we discern you in all that we see, 
and serve you in all that we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

******************************************************* 
Let us pray: 
  We give thanks for our return to church today and pray for guidance about how to 
proceed as the pandemic continues to threaten our national and personal lives. We 
remember with sorrow  all those who have lost their lives, all those who have battled 
the disease and survived, and all those still suffering from it. We give thanks for all the 
key workers who have risked and in so many cases given their lives in the service of 
others, and we ask for your blessing on them. Lord, we ask you to protect us all from a 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources


resurgence of this disease and to show us how to rebuild our world. May we never 
lose sight of the love and generosity of spirit shown by so many ordinary people and 
may we all be ready to work together in your name for the common good. Amen 
 
 
God our Father, you are the source of all health and healing, all strength and peace. 
Teach us to know you more truly and trust you more firmly. Take from us and all who 
are sick, all that hinders your healing power, all anxieties and fears. Help us in our 
weakness to rest in your love and enter into the stillness of your presence. Amen 
 
 
 

************************************************** 
     Our YouTube channel is:  
  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

 
Look for this week’s services. 
**************************************************************** 

 Homily Alan Morris :  6th Sunday after Trinity  
The passage of scripture from Matthew's gospel appointed for today does not make 
for easy or comforting reading. Still I am encouraged by the fact that the disciples had 
asked for an explanation of this parable, and not for the first time. Their request does 
not indicate that they were slow on the uptake but rather here was a new kind of 
teaching and they had a need to get it right if they were to understand Jesus and to 
help the spread of His good news. 

 
I am reminded of a story that I heard at some time in the past. A quite evangelistic 
minister had preached a sermon on this very passage focusing on the last verses 
concerning the last day (Judgement day) with the burning of the weeds and gathering  
up of the wheat and the "wailing and grinding of teeth" or in his version of the bible 
"the wailing and gnashing of teeth".  After the service an elderly lady came forward to 
thank him and added that she was not worried about the "gnashing of teeth" for as 
she said "I no longer have my teeth".  At this point the minister looked at her sternly 
and replied: - "Madam, teeth will be provided!" 

 
 The meaning of this parable can take many forms and suit many situations. It 
acknowledges that there is good and bad in the world. Then and now men and   
women have sought to understand or explain why a good, kind, merciful and loving 
God allows this to happen. In the beginning 'God saw that it was good'.  The evil and 
the bad things only came about because of the arrogance of His creation and the 
temptation to do things their (our) way? If we forget there is evil in the world and that 

there is the devil at work, we deny much of the teaching of Jesus. Jesus promises 
many things, eternal life, salvation, forgiveness but at the same time warns us of 
consequences when we ignore His words. We like to sweep under the carpet this kind 
of parable but we cannot and must not pick and choose the parts that we find 
comfortable and ignore the ones that we find disturbing. 

 
St. John reminds us 'God so loved the world' and that means the world as it is with all 
its evil, its imperfections and shortcomings and shows us a way to overcome all these. 
St. Paul in his letter to the church in Rome says, "For I am convinced that there is 
nothing in death or life, in the realm of spirits or superhuman powers, in the world as 
it is or the world as it shall be, in the forces of the universe, in heights or depths - 
nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." 
 
At the moment we are being made aware, among many things in these troubled 
times, of the defacing of memorials and the removal of plaques and statues often by 
well-meaning people trying to atone for past actions. But are we not in danger of 
throwing out the baby with the bath water? If we try on our own accord to remove 
the darnel, the weeds or the tares we also risk throwing out or damaging the wheat as 
well. 
 
Bear Grylls in his autobiography records this advice giving by his grandmother to his 
sister. "Try always to think ahead and not backwards, but don't ever try to block out 
the past, because that is part of you and has made you what you are. But try, oh try to 
learn a little from it".  In Michael Palin's book 'North Korean Journal' he records a 
comment from his guide and 'minder' who says "we can learn a lot of lessons from 
our history. If we know the history then we can accept our mistakes and learn from 
our weaknesses". 
 
We all have made mistakes in our lives, in our thinking and in our dealings with our 
fellow beings. We are assured if we repent of these things, we can receive forgiveness 
through God's love for us. If we live in that love then the good, the wheat, will 
overcome the weeds in the long run and we have no need to fear and the harvest will 
be a time of rejoicing and not weeping. 
 
"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change 
the things I can and wisdom to know the difference."              Reinhold Niebuhr 1892-

1971                       
Amen 
 
************************************************************** 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg


 
       Do contact us if we can offer any help or support at this time. 

 
Team Rector: Revd Carol Pharaoh 01942 859251 carol.pharaoh@gmail.com    

www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk  
           Team Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne 01204 468150 

 
*************************************************************** 

Subject to the approval of the PCC: 
Today,  Sunday 19 July, at 9.30a.m. Sunday worship will resume at St. 

John’s! 
                           It will be different! 

You are very welcome to attend, but we ask that you respect 
the guidance given on arrival. 
Thank you and God bless you. 

Vicar and Church Wardens. 
 

************************************************************** 

         SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
There has understandably been a lot of concern from parents regarding the 
arrangements for school admission forms this year.  Obviously church school 
admissions policies are the remit of each school and their Governors. However 
Chris Bracegirdle as chair of the Bishop Fraser Trust MAT has sent out this helpful 
information regarding applications for Canon Slade and St James. 
 
"At a meeting of Canon Slade Governing Board held on 7 July, the Chair of 
Governors gave an update on recording of church attendance for the purposes of 
school admissions.  The Bishop Fraser Trust Schools (Canon Slade, St James's 
Farnworth and Bolton St Katherine's Academy)  take the view that places of 
worship were open during this academic year between 1 September 2019 and 8 
March 2020 and that will be the only period during the current academic year for 
which attendance records will be required.   The decision has to be ratified by the 
Regional Schools Commissioner who needs to approve a variation in admission 
arrangements" 
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