
Newsletter 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity: 19 July 2020


Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance.

This Sunday Readings: Isaiah 44.6-8; Psalm 86.11-end; Romans 8.12-25; 
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43

Next Sunday Readings: 1 Kings 3.5-12; Psalm 119.129-136; Romans 8.26-end;
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52

Three Minute Sermon:  
In our Sunday sermons we are having a look at St Paul’s Letter to Timothy so I thought it 
might be helpful if I gave you some background information to Ephesus in the time of St 
Timothy.


In pre COVID-19 times it was a acceptable 
to go on a Cruise ship and a popular port of 
call was the Turkish port of Kusadesi.  From 
here you could negotiate with a local taxi 
driver and be taken to the extensive ancient 
ruins of Ephesus.


The city of Ephesus was a little like Torquay, 
in that there was a harbour and you 
ascended a hill into the rest of the city.  
Indeed, the most prestigious residences as 
well as the important civic and cultural 
buildings tended to be at the top of the town.  For the modern visitor you might be 
forgiven for being a bit sceptical of the notion that Ephesus was a major port and 
commercial centre in the time of Ss Paul & Timothy.  Today the Mediterranean seems a 
long way off (six miles away, to be precise).  This is because over the course of two 
millennia the River Cayster has stilted up and consequently reclaimed large areas of land 
which had previously been part of the sea.  Alluvial deposits were a significant problem 
even in ancient times but then the river and harbour were regularly dredged.  


In addition to being a major port 
Ephesus was at the nexus of several 
important road networks that flowed out 
eastwards.  It was not uncommon in this 
period for road signs in Asia Minor to 
measure a towns distance from 
Ephesus.


Ephesus was also a major cultural and 
civic centre and in the time of St Timothy 
may have had a population of around 
100,000.  The town could boast several 
theatres, one of which could seat 25,000 



people.  There were two large markets, a famous library, numerous baths and 
gymnasiums along with three impressive aqueducts.  This was no back water but an 
important town and one of the foremost cities of the Roman Empire.


Ephesus had numerous Temples 
and influential pagan cults.  By far 
the most important of these was 
the Temple to Artemis.  This was 
the largest Temple in the Greek 
world and counted as one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World.  It had 127 marble 
columns reputedly donated by 
Croesus, the fabulously wealthy 
King of Lydia.  Our knowledge of 
the Temple and the nature of its 
cultic rituals are fragmentary, as it 

was destroyed and looted by Goths in 327AD.



The Temple housed the statue of Artemis (see picture).  In 
Greek mythology, Artemis is often depicted as a chaste 
huntress but this image is a far cry from the statue at 
Ephesus.  It might be that the Artemis of Ephesus has its 
roots not just in Greek religion but also in Hittite and other 
Semitic goddesses linked possibly with fertility, virginity or 
even childbirth.  Naturally the fame of this shrine attracted 
pilgrims from far and near along with associated 
businesses such as the sellers of statues and other tourist 
wears.  The Temple of Artemis was not only a site of ritual 
significance but also a major meeting place for the citizens 
of Ephesus and a great source of civic pride.


Ephesus was also important for Christians and Jews, alike.  
Though there is no archaeological evidence for churches or 
synagogues there is plenty of literary and other 
documentary sources.  For Christians, Ephesus was 
important in the mission of both St Paul and St Timothy.  
What is sometimes overlooked is that Ephesus may well have been the home of St John 
in his final years.


Ephesus was therefore an important commercial, political and religious hub, strategically 
situated in the Eastern Mediterranean acting as a gateway to Asia Minor and points 
further east.




Parish News & Events 

The Church is now open for public worship and there will be Mass every 
Sunday at 9.30am & 10.30am.  Things feel a little bit different at the 
moment, as we need to take appropriate measures to keep everyone 
safe whilst trying to ensure worship praiseworthy and meaningful. 

Weekday Mass, are at present on Tuesday at 9.30am & Thursday at 
6.30pm. 

 “THANK YOU”    
…to all of you who have responded and are still responding to the challenge of keeping our 

beautiful church solvent during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

As your Treasurer, after the initial “Oh dear, I wonder what’s going to happen to our finances?” I 
have been able to sleep at nights, thanks to your support. My thanks go to the many who have 

kept the money coming by a variety of means; to those who did keep it under their mattresses(!) 
in their pink envelopes and have now handed these in; to those who started to donate by a 

regular Bankers’ Order and to those who generously have given a substantial one-off donation. 

THANK YOU all of you. 
Obviously we are not ‘out of the woods’ yet so do please keep up your payments. If you do not 

yet pay by Bankers’ Order, please consider this. It has really helped to know the money 
automatically will be coming into our account with regularity. 

 If you haven’t increased your planned giving for a goodly while may I ask you seriously to 
consider whether or not you can afford to do so, even if by only a small amount? I do realise 

times are hard for all of us so please don’t leave yourself “short”.                            

Wendy & I always have forms with us in church or else Wendy can be contacted on 01626 873841 
or I can be emailed on christozer68@btinternet.com. 

 

Fr Paul’s Contact Details 

Telephone: 01803 323002

Mobile:       07809 767458

Email:         liberty.hall@me.com
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Food Bank Collections 

As the lockdown began to grip so I moved to the Food 
Bank collecting bin to outside the Vicarage. On the whole 
passers by have been really generous.  Admittedly, there 
have been days when the bin has had nothing put in it, but 
equally there have been times when it has been overflowing 
with donations.  For the meanwhile the swing bin remains 
outside the Vicarage to encourage community donations 
but we have put a smaller bin back in Church.


I am grateful to Bill who enthusiastically collects all the 
donations twice a week and transports them to the Food 
Bank for distribution.  Unfortunately, if the predictions of a 
dire economic recession come true then the impact will be 
felt by hardest by the very poorest in our Town and Food 
Bank collections will be needed more than ever.


All Saints C of E Primary School, Babbacombe (ASB)  

This weekend marks the end of the summer term and the end of the academic year for 
ASB.  Thank you to Mr. Nutbeam and his team for all they have achieved this year in 
particularly difficult circumstances. 

The year has been unusual for obvious reasons.  I am very proud to say that the staff, 
pupils and parents have dealt with COVID–19 extremely well.  Well done. 

During the first part of lockdown, the school was opened to vulnerable children and those of 
key workers.  The staff were organised into 3 teams working one week in school and two 
weeks working from home, as well as providing on line lessons for pupils in their own 
homes.  This rota was to ensure that if staff became ill at any point, they would be able to 
isolate for the recommended 14 days and be safe to return. During this period too, the 
school introduced a food parcel delivery service, providing valuable and valued provisions 
for more vulnerable families.  As Governors, we entered a strange time of virtual meetings, 
which, I have to say, worked extremely efficiently, and may be adopted at times in the future 
as we return to a new kind of ‘normal.’   

At the start of June, as the lockdown eased and more pupils returned, the school, again, 
adapted exceptionally well with special plans in place to ensure the safety of pupils, staff 
members and parents.  Everyone has played their part to make the safeguarding measures 
workable and are now preparing the school for the return of all the pupils in September.  

At the start of the new year, we look forward to the arrival of our new intake.  We welcome 
all parents and their children to join us at the 9.30 a.m. family service on Sundays at All 
Saints, Babbacombe Church.  

I should like to take this opportunity to wish all Year 6 pupils every best wish for their futures 
as they move on to senior School.  I want to thank them for setting a positive example to 
the younger pupils.  They are a credit to the School. 

Mrs. Katherine Woodrow 
Chair of Governors 



Driftwood dreaming by Sylvia Northcott 

I was one of the lucky ones to be released from lockdown.  But, where to go? What to 
do ?.......... No church, no family visits, no shops to browse in, What is left ?......


The wonderful world our Lord made is still there!


So, I went (totally distant from everyone) to the wild!! The woods, the fields and to the 
beach and it looks so much more beautiful having been denied it for a while.  Looking 
around me, I found some soggy old driftwood and pieces of bark rotting away in the 
woods.  Picture me bent over picking up the driftwood when one lady asked me "are you 
collecting firewood dear ?" !!!!  But, never daunted, back at home armed with a kitchen 
knife and a screw driver I began whittling away at my wood. ( I have since progressed to a 
stanley knife !) In my mind's eye, I could see an ancient galleon! 


I must tell you the reason for my mission....


Every Christmas, my family give a home made 
cost free gift to each other and one daughter is 
connected to the Brixham fishermen. So I have 
made her a trawler! Everything you see is 
treasure from the sea even the lobster pots & 
nets. Only the anchor was made from a twig in 
the woods & some black paint.


What fun it has been collecting all the odd 
things and it has whiled away countless hours. 
I am just so thankful that I have been able to 
do it all.  And now, I have started my galleon 
for another daughter - but you will see from the 
photo that I have a long way to go! I will send a 
picture of the finished article around October!


Ps ... Please see more treasure from the sea.... is just asking to be stuck together as 
a Frog-on-a-log !!!!!! Watch this space folk!

A Bit of Humour 



Brain Teasers 
ANSWERS TO ‘A GREAT FUN’ QUIZ… NEWSLETTER 16. 

1. Tomorrow  2. A Promise   3. Fire  4. Normal. People usually 
have half their fingers on one hand. 5. A cold  6. A secret 7. Survivors are 
not buried 8. The match 9. He kicked it upwards               10. The 2 survivors were married 
11. Day breaks and Night falls 12. All months have 28 days 13. A widow 14. A chair, a bed 
and a toothbrush. 15. Your age. 

ANSWERS TO ‘GREEN’ QUIZ 
1. Bramley 2. Chartreuse  3. The day event 4. Friends of the Earth 5. 

Unsmoked. 6. Second from the right 7. Photosynthesis 8. Spring green 9. 100yds (90 
metres).  10. Put pussy in the well 11. 1971 12. Blue 13. Bhopal 
14.Thermal Oxide (Regeneration Plant)  15. Pesticides 

ENGLISH LITERATURE QUIZ 
1.  "Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of number four Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly 
normal, thank you very much." Which book is this the opening line of? 
2. Daisy Buchanan is a main character in which F. Scott Fitzgerald novel? 
3. Who wrote the Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time? 
4. In Jacqueline Wilson's Tracy Beaker, what does Tracy call the care home she lives in? 
5. What is the name of the Sally Rooney novel that's just been turned into a TV adaption? 
6. What book is Winston Smith a main character in? 
7. What's the cat called in Macbeth? 
8. Who's the current Poet Laureate? 
9. In which country was Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code banned? 
10. What was Stephen King's first published novel? 
11. The four Little Women sisters are called Meg, Jo, Beth and... 
12. Who wrote Black Beauty? 
13. The autobiography 'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' is by which American writer and poet? 
14. Which write married Anne Hathaway? 
15. How many novels did Roald Dahl write? 
16. Homer is known for The Illiad and which other work? 
17. Which children's author wrote Swallows and Amazons? 
18. What nationality is Gabriel Garcia Marquez? 
19. In the Dr Doolittle stories, what animal was Dab-Dab? 
20. Which author wrote the Picture of Dorian Gray? 

ANIMAL QUIZ 
1. Which large marine mammals are sometimes referred to as 'sea cows'?      
2. Which country is the natural habitat and home of lemurs?     
3. Name the slowest animal in the world.      
4. All six legs of an ant are attach to which body part?     
5. Which animal never sleeps?     
6. Which animal has the longest lifespan?      
7. What type of animal is a Mexican Hairless? 
8. How many legs does a butterfly have?      
9. What is a group of giraffes known as?     
10. What gives the flamingo it's distinctive pink/orange colour?     
11. What do butterflies use their proboscis for?      
12. Which animal has a Spanish name which when translated into English means 'little armoured 

one'?      
13. What part of the world is the Capybara native to?      
14. What do squids, snails and oysters have in common?      
15. Which flightless bird is the emblem of New Zealand?      
16. Which creature has the largest brain in proportion to its body?     
17. Which bird can fly backwards?     
18. What substance is a shark skeleton made of?      
19. Which is the only venomous snake native to the UK?      
20.     



WHAT CONNECTS THESE ‘ANSWERS’?... each set of 5 have a connection. 
A……1. RMS Queen Elizabeth 2. Double diamond 3. Sam Spade 4. King Lear 5. Reilly, Ace of 
Spies 
B….. 1. League of Nations 2. Gregory Peck 3. Cable 4. Issac Newton 5. Stone 
tablets 
C…1. Death of a Salesman   2. Secretary bird   3. WPC Yvonne Fletcher    4. Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher  5. Betty Driver 

Book Review 

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austin 
Reviewed by Lindsey Coombe

Jane Austin’s first novel was published in 1811, I have read 
all her books many times and this is my favourite.

The book tells the story of the elder Dashwood sisters 
Elinor and Marianne. These to young women with their 
mother and younger sister Margaret, must leave their family 
estate, Norwood after their father’s death. The property has 
been left to the girls’ half brother, John. Before the family 
leave Norwood, John and his wife Fanny arrive along with 
Fanny’s brother Edward, who develops a close connection 
with Elinor. With a small income left to them, mother and 
daughters decamp to a Devonshire cottage owned by a 
distant cousin. The sister’s romantic prospects take 
numerous twist and turns before the happy ending.



Children’s Colouring Based on the Parable of the Mustard Seed 

’


