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This, one of the ‘nature’ miracles, has three main elements.  The first is that Jesus is seen walking on 
the water towards his beleaguered disciples’ boat, battered by the storms.  Second, is Peter’s attempt 
to emulate Jesus’ actions.  And the third is Jesus’ calming of the waters.  All three are topics enough 
in themselves, but this week, just the first two are going to be touched upon. 
 
Jesus has gone off to have some ‘me’ time; for him that meant communing with his Father in prayer.  
After teaching and feeding five thousand, he needs to refresh himself, spiritually.  So the disciples, 
largely fishermen, went off to fish.  Calm and tranquil though the Sea of Galilee, storms are sometimes 
whipped up, catching out even the most experienced fishermen.  Jesus, although ‘up the mountain’ 
praying, still had is disciples in mind, and sensing the danger they were in responded by walking 
towards them across the choppy sea. 
 

• What is the point of his doing so? 

• What would help you in the eye of a storm? 

• Were the disciples thinking of Jesus when the storm struck – do you do so? 

• Do you believe that Jesus can transcend all adverse conditions to reach you? 

• Are you confident that he is aware, even, of you? 
 
The unconventional appearance of Jesus to the disciples initially did nothing to allay their fears.  
Already terrified, they saw the impossible – Jesus walking on the water.  This further terrified them, 
and in order to ‘rationalise’ this part of their fear, they thought he was ghost.  They couldn’t find any 
other explanation at that fraught time.  So Jesus calmed them as he was to calm the storm, but telling 
them not to fear because it was him. 
 
Dear old Peter, so human, so perceptive but also slow on the uptake at times, wanted proof.  It was 
as his faith in Jesus only went so far.  So, when challenged, Jesus asked him to demonstrate his faith, 
a faith of which Jesus himself was confident, even if Peter wasn’t.  Peter follows Jesus’ words and 
jumps out of the boat, a tremendous act of faith in itself, only to find himself sinking, which seemed 
to bely his faith and trust.  Yet Jesus saves him, and effectively, if on dry land, shakes him gently and 
asks why he doubted.  We might think of several good reasons why this might be so! 
 

• Was Peter right to doubt Jesus’ presence? 

• Why did Jesus accede to Peter’s challenge? 

• What was behind Peter’s question? 

• Do you question or doubt your own faith? 

• How do you think God regards your faith – would it be different from your own opinion? 
 
In the hymn, ‘Sweet Sacrament divine’ is the verse:  Sweet Sacrament of rest / Ark from the ocean’s 
roar / within thy shelter blest /Soon may we reach the shore / Save us, for still the tempest raves / 
Save, lest we think beneath the waves / Sweet Sacrament of rest.’  What a prayer for us all at this time 
and beyond. 


