
Newsletter 
Second Sunday after Trinity: 21 June 2020


Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, 
I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven

Sunday Readings: Jeremiah 20.7-13 ; Psalm 68.8-11; Romans 6.1b-11; Matthew 10.24-39

Three Minute Sermon:  
Last Monday we re-opened the Church for prayer and reflection.  In order for this to happen in an 
orderly and safe manner considerable effort and commitment has been required of the Standing 
Committee, especially Chris and me.  The question is how can we use this time wisely and see it 
as an opportunity?  My initial answer falls into the classic three point sermon!


Practical: opening the Church, instituting a one way system and 
establishing cleaning protocols sets up good and safe habits for 
now and when, in the future, we open for public worship.  That is 
especially important for us here in Torquay, as a recent report 
suggested we are at greater risk of a second wave of infection (due 
to deprivation, a more elderly population and being a visitor 
destination) than some other parts of the country.  In opening the 
Church we have followed Church of England Guidance and advice 
but should you come for prayer and reflection and feel there is a 
better way of doing things, then please contact me, or Chris or the 
Churchwardens.  Things can always be improved.


Confidence: linked to the practical is the confidence to see our 
Church as a safe place, our spiritual home and God’s Holy House.  
Why our Churches were ordered to close is a mystery to me, but 
those thoughts need to be put aside.  The reality is that the faint 
odour of mustiness of being closed needs to be replaced with the 
sweet smell of prayer and devotion.  That is why I chose the verses 
from Psalm 24.7 to put on our posters, “Lift up your heads, you 
gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of Glory may come in”.  We do need to build 
our collective confidence to return to Church and starting with prayer and reflection is probably 
better than one ‘big bang’ act of public worship.


Reflection: this is the point I made in my short sermon at Mass last week but I make no apology 
for repeating this important message.  I recognise in myself the desire to get back to ‘normal’ but 
in doing so we really do need to listen to the Holy Spirit.  I think there is something really positive 
to opening the Church for prayer and reflection prior to the re-establishment of public worship.  It 
gives us the space to listen to, and ask for guidance from Almighty God.  So in the coming weeks 
let us strain to hear that still small voice of calm and use the time to be attentive to God’s 
message for our ministry and mission in this Parish in the coming months and year.


Like all good three point sermons I am going to make another point and pretend I am not doing 
so!  There are folks who will find it hard to come back to Church immediately, even for prayer and 
reflection.  Maybe, they need to shield or they are anxious of gatherings of any sort.  Obviously, I 
hope that our cautious approach will give everyone confidence and reassurance.  At the same 
time, the processes we put in place at the beginning of the lockdown - regular contact, the weekly 
Newsletter and the streamed Sunday Mass - will continue for the near future.  In time these 
arrangement will need to be subject to prayer and reflection but for now they remain in place.


My first reaction to us being open is, “AlleluiaI” my second thought is let us all use this time 
creatively and reflectively to hear God’s call for us in this Parish.




Parish News & Events 

Opening the church for prayer & reflection 

In line with Government guidance and Church of England advice 
our Church is now open for prayer and reflection.  Generally I open 
the Church at 9.30am and close it mid afternoon.


When and how we will open for public worship is unclear at present. 

A Bit of Humour 

 

A Priest uses a water pistol to bless some flowers - I do hope it was Holy Water! 
Is it me or does the Priest look just like Fr Bruce? 

 

Fr Paul’s Contact Details 

Telephone: 01803 323002

Mobile:       07809 767458

Email:         liberty.hall@me.com
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The Lockdown Experience 
 
Lockdown Experiences of Lucinda Carey. 

“What is the point of my writing of lockdown, I‘m just a housewife and I don’t think you will find 
my experiences riveting” was my reply to Chris and hers, “But this is what we need an ordinary 
point a view”. 

I’ve become paranoid; I edged out of anything sociable well before the scientific advice. When with 
Mum down town on 10th March I waited outside shops in rain and ran from coughing infants in 
pushchairs. Since then my gate is left open and the door knocker and letter box and mail all daily 
squirted. All food is soaped. I’ve not been in a single shop except for the chemist, or on the bus. 
  
The poetry world predictably (call me cynical it you will) had a big new subject to write about. 
Many started “My Covid Diary”,“Poem a day”, “The Poetry Exchange”. Zoom arrived and a poetry 
weekend was organised in 40 minute blocks. Meanwhile, Peter took my computer, mic and camera 
for online Shakespeare rehearsals and group Dungeons and Dragons. My husband was sent back 
home from work. Abracadabra! He suddenly reappeared, Tuesday evening instead of Friday an odd 
adjustment for us all, but now after a few weeks has disappeared again.  

It has not all been bad; computer camera replaced, I learnt to Skype and saw my beautiful daughter 
Stephanie, her new clothes, new makeup. Poor darling had to postpone her April wedding. Yes I 
have been phoning and emailing and communication has increased.  

I have exercised on the landing following a dance video. I have listened to John Stainer’s 
Crucifixion and now realise that there is much more to it than the bit the choir sung “God so Loved 
the World”. I struggled to knit a cardigan for my nieces’ baby in 4ply on tiny needles and had to 
watch a u-tube video on “How to pick up and knit the stitches from the cast off neckline” because 
the knitting shop lady who promised to help me is unable to do so. I so miss going out to cafes for 
cups of coffee. 

I miss hugging my mum too. I walked round to see her VE day and made song sheets and we sang 
in her drive and flaunted paper tricolour bunting. Once I’d  walked home others in my road had a 
front garden street party. They wanted me to join in, but really I just wanted to flop but I gave them 
a quick song and dance of The Lambeth Walk. We have become a closer community due to 
“Clapping for Carers”. I think I am the noisiest and have broken two wooden spoons clanging the 
saucepan!   

Making “Support NHS” signs, first I used new fonts in “Word” then learnt to use “paint” where you 
have to use a translucent background to the Letters if you want the rainbow to shine through! But 
now I just cut out rainbow hearts and send love to anyone who passes by.   
   

  



Brain Teasers 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 
1) What is the main difference in the reasons for awarding a George Cross and a Victoria 

Cross? 
2) In a game of English Draughts how many pieces are on the board at the start of play? 
3) True or false, a Rear Admiral ranks higher than a Vice Admiral in the Royal Navy? 
4) The Spa-Francorchamps racing circuit is in which country? 
5) What type of clothing is a Glengarry? 
6) An SD card is a memory card used in many portable devices. What does SD stand for? 
7) In the phonetic alphabet what word is used to denote the letter K? 
8) Which potter famous for his 'jasperware' opened his first pottery business in Burslem in 

1759  
9) What were the codenames of the 5 beaches for the D-Day Normandy landings?        
10) What are the four fashion capitals of the World?    
11) Tom Cruise has been married three times, who were they?   

12)Who were the three astronauts in the Apollo 11 spacecraft?   
13)What are the six largest islands in the Ionian group?   
14)The Nobel prize is awarded in which six categories?  
15) Four women have played the female lead in the film, A Star Is Born, who are they?   

 
CONNECTION QUIZZES  ALL ANSWERS ARE TYPES OF/CONNECTED WITH “ PAPER” 
1. Excluding re-elections to the post, who was the UK’s 13th Prime Minister since the outbreak of World 
War II?        2. Which famous lyricist is also co-founder of the Guinness Book of Hit Singles?
3. Which UK Olympic Gold medallist in two consecutive Games also broke the World Decathlon record 
four times?
4. In 1985, who duetted with Barbara Dickson in the song “I know him so well”, still the best selling 
record by a female duo?
5. Which music hall, television and film comedian, who died in 1990, was famous for his funny walks, 
deep sad voice and rubber faced grimaces?
6. What was the name of Michael J Fox’s character in the “Back to the future” films?
7. Which comedian, who died in 1983, had his own series in which he played amongst others, the 
characters Lampwick, Mandy and Clarence?

WORDS WITHIN WORDS…  
How many words (3 or more letters) can you make using the letters of “CHURCH OPEN”.  
There are 100+.  

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S QUIZZES     There are 16 books of the Bible 
hidden 

I once made a remark about hidden books of the Bible (merely by fluke). It kept people 

looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, 

especially since the names of the books were not capitalised. But now the truth finally struck 

home to the numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it to be a 
most fascinating few moment. Y es, there will be some really difficult ones to spot. Others 

may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit,it usually takes a minister to find one 

of them. There will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she 
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you compete. Relax now 
for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible hidden in this paragraph. 



BIRDS QUIZ-ANSWERS 

1. Swallow 2. Marlon Starling 3. Magpie 4. Mallard  5. Louisiana      
6. Leighton Buzzard   7. Blackbird 8. Peter Jay 9. Pipit 10.Puck 11. One 
12. Cuckoo 

BRAIN QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. C) 100%  2. B) 20-30s 3. C) different colours     4. C) no effect5. C)it’s busy 
      6. C) about 700 7. B) new connections are formed        8. C) any age      9. B) 50%   
     10.  B) it helps protect against dementia  

    

Book Review 

Dissolution by C J Swanson reviewed by Tina Ross 

In an earlier newsletter, Gordon picked ’Tombland’ - the 
seventh and latest so far in CJ Sansom’s immensely 
enjoyable ‘Shardlake’ Series. All seven books are 
beautifully crafted, immersing us in the murky, medieval 
world - the gritty and treacherous times of Tudor England.

   The stories begin with ‘Dissolution’, where tyrannical 
Henry Vlll sits the throne, with his Chief Minister, Thomas 
Cromwell, already embarked on the terrible destruction of 
the Monasteries. Our ‘anti hero’ is one Matthew 
Shardlake, a respectable and fastidious lawyer, 
concerning himself mostly with land and property matters 
and working often for the benefit of the poor - though soon 
to become determined detective!

   Shardlake is a decent man, humane - but with authority 
(despite the childhood deformity of a pronounced hunchback, often resulting in unkind 
mockery) - and his abilities have been noticed by the ruthless and zealous reformer 
Cromwell, who sets him on a course to discreetly investigate the murder of a King’s 
commissioner at a remote monastery. 

    An interesting part of the story is the fascinating relationship between these two men 
totally different men and the begrudging respect they have for each other.

     There is more death and more intrigue to follow and we discover that Shardlake has the 
intuitive sleuths’ way of extracting and deciphering ‘the truth’ from the evidence found, the 
testimonies of witnesses - and all that can be read between the lines!  Shardlake himself is 
a lapsed, Protestant Reformer, becoming sadly disillusioned with religion having witnessed 
the destructive forces from both the Catholic/ Protestant Faiths.

    Sadly Mr CJ Sansom has a terminal illness so there is no knowing how many more will 
come.    



Children’s Colouring Based on Jesus’ call to take up your cross and follow him


