
Beginnings  

The 17th century saw rapid expansion of the Church of England in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire.  In 1652 the will of Richard Spoone provided for the maintenance of 
a “preaching minister” at Stannington.  There was no provision for premises but it 
seems that a barn was converted for the purpose of holding services but does not 
appear to have been consecrated, as baptisms and marriages continued to be 
performed at Bradfield. 
 
The early years were beset by controversy. In May 1662, the Act of Uniformity 
was passed and received the royal assent. It provided that worship everywhere 
must be conducted by the clergy strictly in accordance with the newly issued 
Book of Common Prayer, and the public declaration by every minister of 
“unfeigned assent and consent” to its contents, while episcopal ordination was 
also made compulsory. This was not forthcoming from the minister at 
Stannington and is unclear whether he had his licence withdrawn or if he 
resigned.  Across England nearly two thousand ministers found themselves 
ejected from their churches on their refusal to conform.   Three years later a 
further vindictive measure was passed in order to lessen the opportunities of the 
ejected ministers continuing to influence their late supporters. The Five Mile Act 
forbade them to live in, or even temporarily visit, any city or town in which they 
had held a clerical office or conducted nonconformist services. Until the Act of 
Toleration was passed in 1689 Stannington had several ministers and 
interregnums.   George Crossland is recorded as having been presented at the 
Archdeacon’s visitation for preaching without a licence. 
 
Stannington Chapel was formed as a chapel of ease to St Nicholas Bradfield, 
which itself had become independent of St Mary’s Ecclesfield in 1650.   In 1699 
the York lists record a Curate of Stannington but after that unnamed ministers 
appear. In 1743 the final break with the Anglicans came with the building of the 
new chapel at Underbank. 
 

Building Christ Church Stannington  

In 1818 and 1824 the Church Building Acts were passed by Parliament.  The first established the 
Church Building Commission for the purpose of creating new parishes and building new 
churches in areas which had seen rapid population growth during the years of the Industrial 
Revolution.  The 1818 Act, “The Million Act”, provided a sum of £1,000,000 and the 1824 Act a 
further £500,000 to provide grants for building extra churches and chapels and other projects 
relating to parsonages and burial grounds. 
 



Several “Million Act” churches were built in Sheffield.  The village of Stannington was allocated  a 
church which was unusual for a rural community  but the need was acute as  villagers were 
obliged to  travel to Bradfield or to the mother church at Ecclesfield or to Sheffield. 
  
A grant of just less than £3000 from the Million Fund was made on the understanding that the 
land for the church and churchyard should be purchased by public subscription.   A significant 
contribution was made by the Misses Harrison of Weston Park (who also provided money to 
build the church at Wadsley). 
  
  
On 16th October 1828 Thomas Richard Ryder, Vicar of Ecclesfield, laid the foundation stone. It 
was quite an occasion with a procession from the Peacock Inn, Knowle Top, preceded by a 
band.  Samuel Parkes records that taking part in the following order were:- The constables, The 
Children of the Sunday School, the Vicars of Ecclesfield and Sheffield, The Mayor of Doncaster, 
the architect, the gentry, the superintending committee and the Stannington Union Sick Society, 
and the Inhabitants.  Afterwards the worthies were entertained while they took tea, by the village 
folk and schoolchildren who sang two hymns written by James Montgomery for a similar 
purpose. 
  
The church was consecrated on 20th July 1830 by the Archbishop of York, Edward Venables 
Vernon, in whose diocese the church lay.  Christenings and Burials could be solemnised 
straightaway but marriages later in 1858. 

The Building 

 
 Stannington has changed considerably internally since its consecration in 1830.  Outside there 
have been fewer alterations. 
According to Kelly’s directory it was a Gothic building of stone, consisting of a nave, north and 
south aisles and a western turret containing one bell.  There were box pews from the back wall to 
within a few feet of the twin pulpits, just in front of the altar rail.  There were galleries on three 
sides. The choir sat in the west gallery where the organ was installed. 
In 1881 the church was closed for five weeks for repainting, repairs and “warming appatus”. The 
cost was £300 and it seems this was the first significant expenditure since it was built. 
A further renovation too place in 1892 at a cost of £234.  A reopening service on June 24th was 
attended by 800 people. The Archbishop McClagen of York  attended as it was also a 
confirmation service. 
  
In 1919 The Sheffield Weekly News records that “the church’s interior can boast of no great 
beauty.  ….The plain wooden gallery is all round the church and there is a cold barrenness which 
belongs to all churches which were built out of the Million Fund Scheme in the early 19th century 
when beauty of architecture or beauty in any shape or form was a minus quantity.” 
The east window that is seen today originally came from St Michael and All Angels 
church,  Neepsend, which was demolished in 1955. 

 

 

 



Renovation and Reordering of Church  

 

Previous renovations to the church had included the removal of side galleries and 
the installation of the east window.  However, the building had ceased to meet 
the needs of a growing congregation. 
A major project to reorder the church had been under consideration for at least a 
decade before 1990 when the PCC, after discussions with the congregation and 
with the Diocesan and Planning authorities, agreed plans with Professor Ken 
Murta. The projected cost was £207,000. Work started in October 1992 and took 
8 months to complete. 
 
The Nave was completely changed by the removal of the uncomfortable box 
pews which were replaced by comfortable attractive church chairs.  The rotten 
floor was replaced and carpeted providing a much more open space which could 
be used more flexibly. 
 
The Sanctuary was opened up and the altar moved forward to give a more 
modern and attractive focus to the church. 
 
A major improvement was the creation of a Narthex under the existing balcony at 
the west end.  A soundproof screen allows the area to be used for crèche facilities 
and as a general meeting place. 
 
The dangerously worn stone stairs to the Balcony were built over to create a 
storage area and a new wooden staircase was built to allow access to the balcony 
which continues to be used as an overflow area when the main body of the 
church is full.  The space under the new staircase houses the toilets. 
 
A small extension was built at the rear of the church to by provide a vestry for the 



clergy. The building was rewired and a modern sound system installed. The 
central heating system was overhauled, floor covering replaced, and the whole 
building redecorated.  
Sunday services resumed in the renovated church in April 1993. The Bishop of 
Sheffield gave the sermon at the Service of Thanksgiving which took place on 
Tuesday 6th July 1993.  The Church Hall was officially opened by the children of 
the church after that service. 

Incumbents 

William Gill 1830-36 (Curate) 
When Stannington church was first built there was no parsonage and it fell to the Vicar of 
Ecclesfield to appoint a curate to take the services.  In 1830 William Gill was 28 years old and 
curate at Bradfield.  He was a self-educated country boy from York, who lived at Broomhead Hall 
where, in addition to his clerical duties, he was a tutor to the family, supplementing his stipend of 
£50pa.  His responsibilities were to take morning services at Bradfield and evening services, 
christenings and burials at Stannington.  He appears to have had no transport, travelling 
between the churches on foot.  
WM Farish was appointed curate to assist him but did not stay for more than one year. 
  

Samuel Robinson Carver 1842-1846 
To alleviate the problem of a travelling clergyman, a syndicate of local businessmen built a 
parsonage and school and provided a stipend of £100pa for a resident minister.  There nominee 
was Samuel Carver, a Sheffield man who was a Cambridge graduate and had recently married a 
Cambridge woman of some wealth.  Irregularly the appointment was made without consulting the 
Vicar of Ecclesfield but nobody seemed to mind.  Sadly Mr & Mrs Carver were both killed when 
their horse bolted causing their carriage to overturn at Malin Bridge.  The couple are buried in the 
churchyard. 
  

William Gill 1846-79 (Vicar) 
In 1846 a local petition was signed asking the Vicar of Ecclesfield to allow the return of William 
Gill as Vicar.  He resigned his curacy of Bradfield.  He took services at Stannington and at the 
schools at Rivelin and Dungworth which were licensed for worship.  In addition he took pupils, as 
he had done previously at Wadsley for full board and tuition, most probably at the vicarage. 
In 1833 he married Ann Heywood and they had eight or nine children, only one surviving 
him.  He and seven of his children are buried in the south east corner of the churchyard. 
During his ministry he was assisted by several curates:- AM Topp  (1870-1873) JR Brown (1873-
1875) and Charles Albert Barnes (1876-1878)  
  

Samuel Parkes   1879 -1907 
Educated in Birmingham, after a curacy in Staffordshire, Samuel Parkes came to Sheffield to St 
Matthew’s where he stayed for two years.  Then he became chaplain at the Sheffield Infirmary 
for a further two years.  In 1879 he became chaplain to the General Cemetery until 1883 
On becoming vicar of Stannington in 1879 he took on responsibility for three schools, 
Stannington, Hollow Meadows and Dungworth.  He instigated the first renovation of the church 
1881.  He organised the replacement of the plain side windows with coloured glass to 
commemorate parishioners’ relatives who had died around 1900. 
He died after long periods of illness in 1907.  The service was conducted by the rural dean, 



Canon Wilson of Bolsterstone, and Rev Sykes of Hillsborough.  He is buried in the churchyard 
directly beneath the east window. 
  

Gamaliel Milner 1907-1916 
  

Francis Augustine Stebbing   1916-1963 
 
Trevor Hudson 1964-1979 
(Stanley Mills, curate 1978) 

 
Richard Frank Newman 1979-1988 
 

Philip West  1989-2013 
 

Tim Fletcher 2014- 
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