
Benefice of Heyford with Stowe-Nine-Churches  
and Flore with Brockhall 

SERVICES SCHEDULE AND NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2020 

Rector:  Revd Stephen P Burrow  01327 344436 

Our Mission Statement 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE BENEFICE 
 
Hello and welcome to this electronic version of the Benefice News.  I hope you and yours are 
keeping well in these unusual times.  Sadly, with our church buildings closed to public worship and 
private prayer for the foreseeable future, there is no service Rota this month.  However, I will 
continue to ‘live stream a service of Holy Communion at 10.00AM every Sunday morning via the 
Benefice Facebook Page.  Whilst we cannot meet at present, the Church is still alive and at work, 
doing all we can to pray for, care for and support our communities.  If you need prayer, if you need 
spiritual support, if you just want someone different to talk to, please give me a ring on 01327 
344436, or visit the Benefice Facebook Page for reflections, prayers and encouragement.  The 
Benefice Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/HS9FB 
 
In this month’s e-edition of the Benefice News, the Churchwardens report on ‘life in lockdown’ in the 
villages, and detailing some of the ways in which the church and its members continue to try and 
bless the communities we serve, through volunteering, praying, donating to the foodbank, keeping in 
touch with others, supporting the NHS and so on.  Please continue to hold our villages in your 
prayers, seeking God’s blessing on the Church’s efforts to help and support where we can, and be 
assured of my continued prayers for you all.  Keep well!  With every blessing in these uncertain 
times.   
 
Stephen (tel 344436 / mob 07511 544375) emails_p_buroow@yahoo.co.uk 
 
STOWE IX CHURCHES 
In Stowe IX Churches, the Parish Council has helped co-ordinate efforts to support the more 
vulnerable in the communities, with volunteers allocated to help those members of the community 
who are isolating themselves and in need of support.  People can keep in touch through the village 
Facebook Page, where requests for help—shopping, prescriptions, errands, etc, are quickly 
responded to. 
 
Church-wise, both buildings are closed for the foreseeable future and there were no services in 
church through much of Lent and Easter.  The sunrise service on Easter Day—which is usually 
followed by delicious bacon butties—was particularly missed as, for once, we would have seen the 
sun rise! St James’ Church remains a hub for donations to the Daventry Foodbank, which are 
collected from the porch each week   
 
At St Michael's church, the Diocese have given permission for the tower repair works to start due to 
Health and Safety concerns around the render falling off the tower.  Following the removal of the 
bells from the bell tower, the builders have erected scaffolding around the tower to enable the repair 
work to begin.  It is estimated that the work on the tower will be completed at the end of September 
2020 although this is only an estimate as, during the present situation, the supply of materials is 
proving to be a problem.  
 
With the cancellation of the services and the social activities, this year is proving to be a challenging 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

FLORE 
 
Flore Community Support. A group of villagers, including church members, have volunteered to 
help and support the vulnerable and self-isolating with shopping, prescriptions, pet care, wellbeing 
checks etc. A group of co-ordinators have delivered contact information to every household and they 
match up a person/persons in need to two ‘buddies’ to take care of them. The system seems to be 
working well. 
 
Daventry Food Bank. The village support has been wonderful! Regular donations of food and 
money have been dropped off at Sue Ravens and John Boasts houses and Paul King has taken 
these into the Food Bank. Paul is willing to collect donations from other parishes. Other villagers 
have set up regular payments by direct debit to support the charity. 
 
Flore Messenger. In response to the Government advice and the concerns of some villagers, this is 
going out electronically, posted on florevillage.co.uk - the village website.  The Benefice News and 
the Parish Council monthly newsletter will also be available there, 
 
Our Church Buildings. Sue Raven has checked on the churches at Flore and Brockhall as required 
by our insurers Ecclesiastical.  The final work at Flore Church i.e a new oak clerestory window will be 
completed by the beginning of May. 
Flore Village Shop: This has remained open, with reduced opening hours, and has continued to 
supply much needed items not always available in the supermarkets! It has become one of the 
meeting points for villagers , who enjoy a chat and a catch up while waiting in the queue! 
 
Re: The refill shop has also continued to be open on a Tuesday and Friday morning. They are only 
taking orders online and will deliver within the village and have a click and collect service for those 
outside the village. Go to their website : coffeeandrefills.com for a list of products and info on how to 
place your order. 
 
Allotments: They continue to be active  and are busy while  following the guidance and advice from 
the National Allotments Association . This is another meeting point where villagers can chat together 
while practicing social distancing. 
  
The Village in general: A lot of people are working from home and traffic around the village has 
dropped significantly! As the construction industry is still working the sound of builders and other 
outside work can be heard as people catch up with long neglected outside tasks. Lots of families take 
their daily exercise around the village and  it is noticeable how many people now stop to share the 
time of day with neighbours and people they hardly knew before the lockdown!.......a real sense of 
community even more so in these difficult days! 

 
HEYFORD 

Heyford during Lockdown. 
The village is looking and sounding lovely in the sunshine with the blossom and greenery and the 
varied birdsong (is it really louder than usual or can we just hear it better with the lack of traffic and 
the time to stand and stare?)  Walking around the village on permitted daily exercise there are not 
many people about and social distancing is being observed.  
 
Highlights of the walk are often meeting people to have a good chat at a distance (no one has any 
secrets any more with these enforced shouted conversations!) and looking out for the things people 
have done in their windows and front gardens to entertain children of all ages. As well as the 
ubiquitous rainbows we have been asked to display teddies so children can go on a bear hunt. One 
garden in Middle Street has been displaying a new teddy tableau each day and they have been seen 
doing tasks such as washing and ironing, and celebrating the Queen’s birthday and running the 
London Marathon, to name but a few. Another in Rolfe Crescent has joined in and, so far, treated us 
to a cricket match and a trip to the circus.  
 

http://coffeeandrefills.com


We are very grateful to the staff of Heyford Meats and the One-Stop for staying open and continuing 
to serve us at this difficult time. Food parcels are being delivered regularly by village volunteers to 
elderly and vulnerable people who need them. We learn on the village Facebook page of lots of 
good stuff going on (as well as the odd gripe and moan). 
 
Churchwise: Thankfully, the contractors managed to finish the repairs to the church roof during the 
first week or two of lockdown. Most of our church members, who have the technology, are keeping 
in touch via a WhatsApp group. This is proving very helpful and supportive, not only in sharing 
prayer requests and news of vulnerable family members, but also sharing pictures and videos and 
generally cheering each other up. For example, we are all waiting with bated breath to see the next 
instalment in the saga of the birds in Dorothy’s nest box, via nestcam and, what will be the next 
scrape that Alison or Pamela’s kittens get themselves in to?  
 
The bellringers also have a WhatsApp group keeping our benefice and friends band in touch. We 
can’t manage any bellringing at the moment, although our friends in Bugbrooke managed to ring 
handbells at the Thursday evening Clap for Carers. We do, however, have a virtual pub trip to our 
new local, The Isolators Arms, via Zoom, on a Friday evening. As someone said to me on a recent 
walk, it feels as if we are in a bit of a bubble here. If we are not ourselves or don’t have relatives or 
friends directly involved as members of the NHS or other essential services or suffering the effects 
of illness and isolation it feels unreal, until we see the dreadful figures on the news. We all want to 
do something.  
 
The following reflection from Pamela highlights just one of the things people are doing to offer 
practical help in these days. To echo the sentiments in one of Stephen’s reflections, we can all do 
our bit as well by staying home, keeping in touch, being kind, helping where we can and praying. 
Best wishes, Jane 
 
Scrubs for Kingston - Building a Team 
“Tomorrow I will go to work, wear a flimsy mask and hear about how the nurses are exhausted and 
distraught having cared for people who are extremely sick and scared and have no relatives or 
friends to hold their hand and lift their spirit. 
 

“Sometime soon I will be deployed to an area to care for people who far exceed the scope of 
my expertise.  I will do my very best, sometimes it will not be enough. 
I know it feels unreal but please stay at home.” 

 
My daughter, Lee, an ex Campion student, posted this on Facebook in response to the hordes of 
people descending on the national parks and beaches.  As a parent, whatever your child’s age, you 
want to protect them.  But there was nothing I could do.  Then came her request for scrubs.  This 
was one small thing I could do.  A request to the senior team at Campion brought an unhesitating 
yes.  An email to staff elicited numerous volunteers.  Fabric was sourced from and donated by the 
Mill shop.  Staff who couldn’t sew came to organise, iron and pack.  Those who had signed up for 
one day stayed all week.  Senior staff made tea for the troops.  Students in school wrote thank you 
cards to pop into the 70 sets of scrubs and the 100 scrubs bags that were dispatched on Friday to 
Kingston Hospital, where Lee its Matron, is delighted. 
 
Campion has benefitted too. Staff and students with a common purpose;   
spirits raised; publicity gained, and lessons learned on how best to support students now and as 
they return to school.   
 
Over the past year Campion has been making great strides to become the great school it should be.  
Improving educational outcomes are supported by opportunities to develop independence, 
resilience and team spirit.  In the past year we have grown as a team – students, staff and parents.  
This team spirit, epitomised in the last week, alongside outstanding leadership, will ensure our 
students are confident, flexible and well prepared to take their place in a different and better world. 
 Pamela 
#Proud to be Campion 
 
 


