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WELCOME to our service this Sunday 

at St Peter’s. We hope you will find this 

service sheet useful for prayer, 

meditating on the scriptures and as an 

information service. 

 

As a church family we need to work 

together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. If you are self-

isolating, then please let us know – 

so that we can pray for you at 

Church and offer any additional 

support you may require. 

Most importantly as a Christian 

family let us remember to pray for 

one another and let us gain strength 

from that knowledge 
 

Hymns in this service sheet 

If you have a computer and use the 

internet you can go into, say, Google 

or Yahoo, and look up a hymn.   

You will probably find a choir or an organist 

who will sing it or play the tune.   

If so, you could accompany the musician or 

choir and sing along with them, a bit like in 

church.  You might even be joining in with 

Kings College Choir, Cambridge or a cathedral 

choir.  What a joy and what fun, too!   Fr Paul 

 

Today’s theme – focusing God’s love and 

hope of reunion  

 

THE GATHERING 

We get ready to worship God and we sing our 

opening hymn: 

Let all the world in every corner 

sing, 

My God and King. 

The heavens are not too high, 

His praise may thither fly; 

The earth is not too low, 

His praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in 

every corner sing, 

My God and King. 

 

Let all the world in 

every corner sing, 

My God and King. 

The church with psalms must 

shout, 

No door can keep them out; 

But above all the heart 

Must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner 

sing, 

My God and King. 
                                      George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 
THE GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

For forty days we celebrated with joyful hearts 

the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his 

bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the 

power of sin and death.  

 

And now, this Sunday after Ascension day, we 

recall how he left this earth and returned to his 

Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne 

over all dominions and powers.  

 

In our worship today then we continue to trust 

in his reign over all creation, and submit 

ourselves once again to his kingly yet loving rule. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong 

things we have done and ask 

God to forgive us 
 

Christ promises us eternal life and prays for us to 

the Father. Mindful of God’s mercy, we give 
thanks for our life in Christ. 

Let us confess our failings in love towards God, 

our neighbours and ourselves, praying grace for 

repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life. 
 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   
 

Lord, you are the stronghold of our life  

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Every day we seek your face  

Christ, have mercy. 
 

You have promised us eternal life  

Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

THE GLORIA (our glory to God) 

 

Glory to God in the 

highest,  

and peace to his 

people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly 

King, almighty God 

and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT – A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray. 

 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your 

only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not 

comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our 

Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE 

WORD   

 

The bible readings for 

today: 

 

FIRST READING from the Acts of the 

Apostles 1.6-14; Jesus’ return to heaven and 

the promises and challenges it poses to the 

disciples 
6 When the disciples had come 

together, they asked him,  

 ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.’  
9 When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a 
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cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 While he was going and they were 

gazing up towards heaven, suddenly 

two men in white robes stood by 

them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking up 

towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.’ 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 

from the mount called Olivet, which 

is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 

journey away. 13 When they had 

entered the city, they went to the 

room upstairs where they were 

staying, Peter, and John, and James, 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James 

son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James.  
14 All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the 

mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 

 
This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35   

1 Let God arise and let his enemies be 

scattered; let those that hate him flee 

before him. 

2 As the smoke vanishes, so may they 

vanish away; as wax melts at the fire, so 

let the wicked perish at the presence of 

God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice 

before God; let them make merry with 

gladness. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

exalt him who rides on the clouds.  

The Lord is his name; rejoice before him. 

5 Father of the fatherless, defender of 

widows, God in his holy habitation!  

6 God gives the solitary a home 

and brings forth prisoners to songs of 

welcome, but the rebellious inhabit a 

burning desert. 

7 O God, when you went forth before 

your people, when you marched through 

the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook and the heavens 

dropped down rain, at the presence of 

God, the Lord of Sinai, at the presence of 

God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent down a gracious rain, O God; 

you refreshed your inheritance when it 

was weary. 

10  Your people came to dwell there;  

in your goodness, O God, you provide for 

the poor. 

32  Sing to God, you kingdoms of the 

earth; make music in praise of the Lord; 

33  He rides on the ancient heaven of 

heavens and sends forth his voice, a 

mighty voice. 

34  Ascribe power to God, whose 

splendour is over Israel, whose power is 

above the clouds. 

35  How terrible is God in his holy 

sanctuary, the God of Israel, who gives 

power and strength to his people!  

Blessed be God. 
 

SECOND READING: from 1 Peter 4.12-14; 

5.6-11; suffering as a Christian 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised 

at the fiery ordeal that has come on 

you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you.  
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, 

so that you may be overjoyed when 
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his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 

insulted because of the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit 

of glory and of God rests on you.  
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, 

under God’s mighty hand, that he 

may lift you up in due time. 
7 Cast all your anxiety on him 

because he cares for you. 
8 Be alert and of sober mind.  

Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour.  
9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 

because you know that the family of 

believers throughout the world is 

undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 
10 And the God of all grace, who 

called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, after you have suffered a little 

while, will himself restore you and 

make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
11 To him be the power for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL (the good news) 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, 

alleluia. Go and make disciples of all 

nations, says the Lord. Remember, I 

am with you always, to the end of 

the age. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 17.1-11; where he sees the cross and 

the ascension as one and the same event, 

through which God’s glory is focused and 

visible in Christ 

After Jesus had spoken these words, 

he looked up to heaven and said, 

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify 

your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, 2 since you have given him 

authority over all people, to give 

eternal life to all whom you have 

given him.  
3 And this is eternal life,  that they 

may know you, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent.  4 I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me 

to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in 

your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before 

the world existed. 
6 ‘I have made your name known to 

those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept 

your word. 7 Now they know that 

everything you have given me is from 

you; 8 for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in 

truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me.  
9 I am asking on their behalf;  I am 

not asking on behalf of the world, 

but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours.  
10 All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. 11 And now I am no longer in 

the world, but they are in the world,  
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and I am coming to you.   

Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
THE HOMILY from Fr Paul 
 

The Stature of Waiting 

 

Two men in white robes stood by the 

disciples and said, ‘Why do you stand 

looking up towards heaven?’ 

 

This reminds me of the two men, in 

dazzling clothes, saying to the women at 

Jesus’ empty tomb, ‘Why do you look for 

the living among the dead?’ (Luke 24.5) 

 

The shock of both events, the 

resurrection and the ascension of Jesus, 

prevented those who witnessed them to 

shift easily from the ordinary to the 

extraordinary.  Jesus had warned them.  

But they had not understood.  Nor had 

they expected what happened.  

 

They were also in the new, disorientating, 

territory of grief.   

 

Jesus told the disciples to wait, until they 

should receive his spirit, the Holy Spirit.  

He promptly disappeared, for good, it 

seemed.  

 

Waiting is not easy. The disciples and 

others could all be together, supporting 

each other.  Yet, they had to adjust to and 

digest a lot.  

 

We have been waiting and, largely, still 

are.  We have had to adjust to and digest 

the difficulties that surround us in the 

effects of this virus. 

 

We know what the disciples waited for, 

the Holy Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit 

we are one with Jesus.  He abides within 

us. We are safe. 

 

Now we need, again, to be like the 

disciples, with Mary and the others.  We 

must pray and care for and wait upon each 

other, patiently, in Christ’s loving 

presence, whether we are on our own, or 

with others. 

 

‘Do not despair.  Do not give in,’ as the 

Queen said. We will meet again, in all 

sorts of places, including in our beloved 

Saint Peter’s! 

 

Rejoice, the Lord is with you and will be, 

for ever! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, the Lord is risen and 

ascended!  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

THE CREED (We all say what we 

believe as Christians) 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate 

from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
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Mary and was made man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the 

Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OUR PRAYERS  

We pray together. We thank God. 

We pray for people who need God 

to be especially close to them 

 
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 

 

Generous God, we thank you for the power of 

your Holy Spirit. 

We ask that we will be strengthened to serve 

you better. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy 

Spirit. 

We ask you to make us wise to understand your 

will. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to keep us confident of your love 

wherever you call us. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to bring reconciliation and 

wholeness where there is division, sickness and 

sorrow. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to equip us for the work which you 

have given us. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of 

Jesus. Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, 

given us by the risen Lord. 

We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and 

departed, in the joy of eternal life. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon 

your Messiah at the river Jordan, and upon the 

disciples in the upper room: 

in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 

hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind to serve you 

with joy for ever. Amen 
 

THE PEACE  
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you: 

my peace I give to you. If you love 

me, rejoice because I am going to 

the Father.’ Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  
 

During this hymn we would normally gather 

the gifts of the church. Please continue to use 

this as an opportunity to give to the work of 

the church. 
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Be thou my vision, O Lord of my 

heart, 

naught be all else to me save that 

thou art; 

thou my best thought in the day 

and the night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence 

my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my 

true word, 

I ever with thee and thou with me, 

Lord; 

thou my great Father, and I thy 

true son; 

thou in me dwelling, and I with 

thee one. 

 

Be thou my 

breastplate, my sword 

for the fight; 

be thou my armour, 

and be thou my might; 

thou my soul’s shelter, and thou 

my high tower: 

raise thou me heavenward, O 

Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s 

empty praise: 

thou mine inheritance through all 

my days; 

thou, and thou only the first in my 

heart; 

holy King of heaven, my treasure 

thou art! 

 

High King of heaven, when battle 

is done, 

grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright 

heaven’s sun. 

Christ of my own heart, whatever 

befall, 

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of 

all. 
Irish (8thC), tr Mary Byrne (1880-1931) versified by 

Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Please see the 

guidelines later in the 

service sheet for 

Spiritual Communion 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the 

glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for 

everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

All things come from you, and of 

your own do we give you. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this bread to 

offer, which earth has given and human hands 

have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this wine to 

offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become our spiritual drink. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Pray, my dears, that this our sacrifice may be 

acceptable to God the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands, for the praise and 

glory of his name, for our good 

and the good of all his Church. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  
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We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always 

and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  

 

For he is our great high priest who has entered 

once for all into the heavenly sanctuary, 

evermore to pour upon your  Church the grace 

and comfort of your Holy Spirit.  

He is the one who has gone before us, who calls 

us to be united in prayer as were his disciples in 

the upper room while they awaited his promised 

gift, the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost.  

 

Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing 

as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of 

praise:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which 

is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the truths of our faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 

cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 

of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 

this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 

bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

Our Blessed Lady, … and of all the saints, may 

praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and 

in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Being made one by the power of the 

Spirit, let us pray with confidence as 

our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will 

be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily 
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bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of 

Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 

bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Before the distribution the celebrant says 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 
 

Communion Hymn: (Tune: Blaenwern) 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come 

down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

pure unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy 

salvation, 

enter every 

trembling heart. 

 

Come, almighty to 

deliver, 

let us all thy grace receive;  

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above; 

pray, and praise thee, without 

ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation: 

pure and sinless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before 

thee,  

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 
A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son 

Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to 

preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in 

this mission, and help us to live the good news 

we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for 

feeding us with the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our 
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souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice. Send us out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, and strengthen you to proclaim the 

word and works of God; and the blessing of 

God almighty, the  Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and all whom you love 

and pray for, living and departed, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 
 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives 

sustaining, 

Hear us as we sing: 
 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

The high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

Power and majesty concealing 

By your humble 

birth: 
 

Suffering servant, 

scorned, ill-treated, 

Victim crucified! 

Death is through the 

cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 
 

Priestly King, enthroned for ever 

High in heaven above! 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

Stifle hymns of love: 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising 

Through the ages long, 

Ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

This shall be our song: 
Michael Saward (1932-2015) 

 
Be in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

Thoughts for the week:   

What do you think the disciples had to 

learn about Jesus, between the 

Resurrection and the Ascension? 

 

Is our society so frightened by suffering, 

and so bent on avoiding it, that we can no 

longer appreciate the way it can show us 

God’s glory? 
 

Readings for next Sunday, Pentecost: Acts 2.1-

21; 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13; John 20.19-23 

 
 

 And on this rock  
 I will build my church 
 

 

 

For our prayers: 
Dear Lord, we thank you for all the love and 

care you show us. We send you our love for 

you to use, as you wish.   

 

Dear Lord, we want to attract more people 

to join us in worshipping you.  Please help us 

in this mission.   

 

Dear Lord, we pray for our parish, especially 

this month those who live in Town Mead, 

Buckmans Road, The Link and Kites Close, 

and all those working at the Fire Station. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for those in need of our 

prayers, especially Phyllis Woods, Tim Butler, 

Joyce Mulford, Steve Williams, Bernice Golby, 



 

12 

 

Beryl, Grace Walsh, Tim Lucas, Michael 

Grant, Tony Greener, Daniel, Keith and 

Michael, Andrew Fairbairn, Peter Parsons, 

Debbie Langridge, Archdeacon Fiona 

Windsor, Jane and Geoff, Jacki and Geoff, 

Nancy. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whom we 

have loved but see no longer, and for all 

those who have recently died, especially 

Nicholas Lockett. We pray for their families 

and friends as they mourn their loss.  

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whose 

anniversary of death occurs at this time. 

Rest and joy eternal grant unto them O 

Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them 

 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now, and at the hour of our death. 

Amen 

 

Infinite power and love 
Lord God, we entrust to you the families and 

communities affected by Coronavirus, 

wherever they may be. 

We pray especially for health care workers, 

that you may guide and protect them. 

We pray that your Spirit might inspire 

those researching new medicines and 

treatments. 

And in the midst of this, keep us strong in 

faith, hope and love. Grant us the courage 

and perseverance to be good neighbours. 

May the words of your Son Jesus Christ in 

the Our Father, be our prayer as we entrust 

ourselves and all of us who are affected to 

your infinite power and love.  

Amen. 
Adapted from an Ebola prayer by Caritas Guinea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a Spiritual 

Communion 
We must use these extraordinary 

times to our advantage and make 

an opportunity out of being on our 

own for longer as well as thinking of how we 

can sustain our friends, neighbours and others 

whom we know to be in need, by using 

phone, text or email, as well as prayer, which 

has used a divine world-wide web for 

thousands of years. 

We shall miss being together at our Parish 

Eucharist, sharing in each other’s presence, 

friendship and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We shall miss being fed by him and renewed 

by him through his presence in our 

communion. But when we cannot make our 

communion, like now, or when we are on 

holiday or ill at home, we can make a spiritual 

communion and know that the Lord can still 

feed us with his grace through the words of 

scripture, especially his words in the gospel 

and the words of the prayers and the words 

of forgiveness in the absolution. 

 

So, if you can get a copy of the week’s service 

sheet, either online, or a hard copy delivered 

to you, sit down and open it up as you would 

in church.  You can imagine being in church. 

Read through the service, pause now and 

then and let the words sink in.   

Pause before saying the confession and after 

the absolution, and give thanks for Christ 

wanting to forgive you and help you keep 

trying and maybe even do better. 

The collect prayer is always good value and 

worth saying over a couple of times.  Some of 

these prayers are very beautiful and uplifting. 

If you have time you can read all the 

scriptures, but be careful.   

 

Always interpret the Old Testament 

scriptures in the light of what Jesus teaches 

us.  If the OT, including the Psalms, is not as 

loving as the NT, then dismiss them.  I think 

you need to have studied the OT for years in 

order to understand them, their origin and 

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/Ebola-prayers
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meaning in ancient times and maybe now if 

applicable. 

 

Always concentrate on the Gospel, where 

Jesus speaks to you.  Savour his words and 

see what they seem to be saying to you.   

The service sheet will contain the 

intercessions and, again, if you have time say 

them and think around them and explore 

them in your mind and imagination.  You can 

add praying for your loved ones and others 

whom you think need prayer, too. 

Say the words of The Peace.  You could 

imagine exchanging the peace in church.  

How lovely! 

 

Instead of seeing the elements brought up to 

the altar during the offertory hymn, imagine 

giving yourself to Christ so he can bless you 

and feed you. 

If you have time you can say the whole of the 

Eucharistic prayers and all those that follow.   

When you would have made your 

communion you can hold out your hands and 

imagine the sacrament being placed there, 

likewise with receiving the chalice.  Now 

pause again, be still and know that Christ 

gives himself to you and loves you utterly and 

wants you.  You are his child. Say thank you 

to the Lord for his grace and all that he went 

through to show you how much you are 

loved and wanted. 

Finish with the collects and say the blessing 

over yourself and the dismissal.  

Remember that God wants to feed you with 

himself, his love, his grace because he so 

loves you!        (Read John 3.16 & 17) 

 

Shorter Form 
If this is too long - just say sorry and ask 

forgiveness, say the collect, read the Gospel, 

say some prayers and then open your hands 

to imagine receiving the sacrament and say 

thank you. 

And there are the hymns!  I hope you will 

enjoy singing them, when you know the tune 

(you can check on Youtube) and doing so out 

loud, which is very good therapy.  Often the 

hymns express a lot about the gospel in easy 

terms, sometimes sublimely beautifully, too.  

Have fun and joy!!                    Fr Paul 

 

St. Peter’s Net 

Vicar: Father Paul    01293 544046 

Church Wardens: 

Jean Dinnair Tel: (01293) 550453 

John Keller  Tel: (01293) 560526 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that 

everyone in our 

congregation 

will receive our 

weekly service 

sheet, either by 

email or delivery, so we can all 

remain connected. 

 

HOW TO ACCESS A  

WEEKLY SERVICE 

 

St John’s are screening their 9.30am 

service on the website 

www.stjohnscrawley.com 

watch live on Sunday or at a time to 

suit you. 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has 

launched a free national phone line as a 

simple and easy way to bring worship and 

CHURCHES ARE CLOSED  

until further notice 

You are all in our thoughts and 

prayers. 

Now, more than ever, we need to 

make sure we keep our eyes fixed 

on God, and work together as a 

church family, to love each other 

and those around us. 

But please do still let us know of 

anyone you wish to be prayed for 
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prayer into people’s homes while church 

buildings are closed because of the 

coronavirus. It offers music, prayers and 

reflections as well as full worship services 

from the Church of England at the end of 

a telephone line. 

The line – which is available 24 hours a 

day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 

particularly with those unable to join 

online church services during the period 

of restrictions in mind 

 

The BBC is broadcasting a service on 

Sundays 8am across local radio in 

England (BBC Radio Sussex & Surrey for 

us) + their usual Sunday Worship on  

Radio 4 8.10am. 

And there is a service shown on BBC1 – 

check TV listings for exact times 

 

Christian Aid Week 

You can still donate, 

but this year ‘digital 

only’. St Peter's has 

always given generously to Christian Aid, 

so please continue your support this year. 

To give: go to: www.christianaid.org.uk 

or phone 0845 700 0300 

 

Blue Envelope Users 

If you are a blue envelope user and use 

online-banking you could make your 

weekly donations to St Peter’s online.  

The church’s bank is CAF Bank, the sort 

code is 40 52 40 and account number 

00013551, make sure you put those zeros 

in at the beginning of the account number, 

the name of the account is St Peter’s 

Church West Green Crawley Current 

Account.  For a reference please use your 

name.  You might like to set up a standing 

order for the duration of the lockdown 

which would save you a lot of time.   

Any queries do call Keith on 514729. 

HEARING YOU  

The Diocese of Chichester’s pastoral 

phone line to enable the people of Sussex 

to feel connected and supported. 

The phone line provides pastoral support 

and a listening ear to the recently 

bereaved and people directly affected by 

the COVID-19 outbreak.  It is staffed by 

volunteers who are trained in pastoral 

care and listening skills: clergy and licensed 

lay ministers. 

 

All volunteer listeners will 

•    have an active DBS and had 

safeguarding training with the Diocese  

•    be able to point callers to their parish 

clergy 

•    direct callers to other organisations 

offering specialist support if appropriate 

•    offer to pray for the caller or for their 

concerns. 

NB This is not a substitute for the emergency 

services (111 or 999) or a counselling 

service.  It is a human, Christian response to 

anyone who turns to the Church in this time 

of need. 

 

The phone line is open to anyone living in 

Sussex whether they attend a church or 

not, and will initially run until the end of 

May, Mon - Fri 9am-7pm. 

The Hearing You number is:  

01273 425047 

 

ALSO 

The Diocese have launched a simple 

statement for people to take into hospital 

with them.  Some people will need it 

printed by a friend, neighbour or parish 

priest. 

We advise that every household should 

have one of these statements ready for 

use. 

http://www.christianaid.orgouk/
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This statement declares a person’s 

Christian faith, and request access to a 

Church of England a chaplain while in 

hospital. 

A template for this statement is available 

on the Diocesan website  

 

A Church Near You … 

is the Church of England's website for 

parishes.   St Peter's, West Green, 

Crawley can be found by searching within 

"A Church Near You" or you can go 

directly to 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210    

The site lists Parish activities and 

resources.  The weekly service sheet can 

be downloaded from the News and 

Notices section.    

The website needs some high resolution 

photographs of the building and especially 

of St Peter's in action.  If you have some 

suitable jpeg files that you don't mind 

sharing please forward them to  

Alan Jamieson alanjam@senet.com.au  

for uploading.  

 

Cartridge Recycling  - If you are 

working from home and using your 

printer more, do remember to save the 

empty cartridges - we can recycle them 

for charity. 

 

Prayers – if you would like to add a name 

to the weekly prayers included in the 

service sheet please contact Fr Paul or 

June in the Parish Office. (Please also 

remember to tell us when to take someone 

off) 

 

Year's Mind: We keep a list of the 

anniversary of the death of close relatives 

and friends to remember them in our 

prayers, on or near their anniversary.  

If you would like to add a name please 

contact June in the Parish Office. 

Gift aid - If your circumstances change, 

e.g. you no longer pay sufficient tax to gift 

aid your donations or you change address 

please tell Keith. 

 

Electoral Roll – Should you change your 

contact details please let Helen know, so 

our records are kept up to date. 

 
Time on your hands?  

Get those knitting needles out … 

The congregation & friends of St John's 

are now supporting the work of the 

Romanian Aid Foundation, a Christian 

charity operating from Horley Baptist 

Church. They make up ‘baby bags' that 

contain useful items for both mother & 

baby, so our layettes would be much 

appreciated.  

Baby garments (cardigans, hats, bootees, 

mittens, leggings, etc) can be knitted or 

crocheted. If you have patterns of your 

own, please use them.  Sizes to fit from 

birth, to around 6 years, are needed. 

Any colour, double knitting or 4 ply wool 

can be used for baby sizes. DK or Chunky 

wool is more suitable for the larger size 

garments.  

If you need some wool, a pattern or 

needles please email me: 

anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk, stating 

what you need, and your address, and I 

will do my best to get it to you. 

If you prefer something less complicated 

than garments, blankets (approx 36 inches 

square) are also needed. 

 

In the meantime - the pattern for knitted 

squares for a blanket is … with needles size 

8 (4mm) and double knitting wool cast on 20 

stitches & knit approx 32 rows, until a square 

is formed.   Great for using up oddments of 

wool - it will fill half an hour or so. Knitters 

don’t have to sew them together - let’s see 

how many squares we can produce before the 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
mailto:alanjam@senet.com.au
mailto:anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk
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end of the pandemic! Crochet squares are 

also welcome if you know how!   Anne Granite 

 

We’re also knitting ‘twiddlemuffs’ for 

patients at St George’s hospital.  

 

Or write a letter/card to cheer 

someone up  … To one of our 

congregation …. or the Charity From 

Me to You ask people to write to cancer 

patients spending time in Sussex hospitals. 

www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk 

 

Keep in touch with St Peter’s: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210 

www.stpeterwg.org.uk 

Facebook: ‘St Peter’s Church 

Crawley Booksale’ 

 

Bible notes  

 
Christ is exalted, focusing God’s love, 

challenging his disciples to witness, and giving 

them hope of reunion with him.  

Acts speaks most explicitly of Jesus’ return to 

heaven and the promises & challenges it 

poses to the disciples. John sees the cross and 

the ascension as one & the same event, 

through which God’s glory is focused & visible 

in Christ.   

 

Acts 1.6-14 Luke is the only New 

Testament author to tell the story of the 

ascension, 40 days after the resurrection. 

During these times, Jesus has been with 

his disciples, teaching them about God’s 

kingdom (v3), so it is natural that, on this 

occasion, their question should also 

concern the kingdom. This need not 

suggest that they are expecting political 

power. Jesus taught often enough that 

God’s kingdom centres on love, which 

shapes all aspects of life, including the 

political. He rebukes the disciples in 

response to their wish to know God’s 

timings, which are not accessible to human 

knowledge. He promises that they will 

receive power through the Spirit, and will 

therefore broaden the mission from 

Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. This is 

the story Acts tells.  

Jesus’ return to heaven is traditionally 

pictured. God is understood as above his 

creation (cf. Exodus 24.9) & a cloud 

represents his presence (cf. Exodus 

13.21). While the disciples’ amazement at 

the sight is understandable, the angels 

encourage them to engage with the 

challenges of the present, rather than 

spending time gazing up to heaven. Thus, 

prayerfully, they wait in Jerusalem for the 

gift of the Spirit & the return of the Lord; 

and, right from the beginning, women are 
there alongside the men.  

Gospel  John 17.1-11  Like Moses 

(Deuteronomy 33), Jesus prays for his 

disciples as he is about to leave them. The 

prayer includes many themes found in the 

Lord’s Prayer & can be interpreted as 

John’s version of this prayer. It falls into 

three sections as Jesus prays for his 

glorification (1-5), for the disciples (6-19), 

& for present & future believers (20-26).  

The hour of revelation, awaited 

throughout the Gospel, has now come (cf. 

13.1), & it turns out to be the hour when 

the glory of Jesus & the Father is most 

fully revealed – on the cross. John 

envisions the cross as the place of 

ascension (12.32), where Jesus’ work is 

completed in every detail (cf. 19.30). Jesus’ 

glory, existing from before the world’s 

beginning, is focused at the cross, in the 

way that light shines through a lens & 

converges at the focal point. Its result is 

the outpouring of eternal life on those 

http://www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
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who recognise the crucified Jesus as the 

Lord, sent by the Father (3.16,6.62, etc.).  

Jesus’ disciples are the Father’s gift to him. 

His gift to them is knowledge of the 

Father’s name (understood to reveal who 

God is and what he stands for). This is 

expressed particularly through Jesus’ 

development of the ‘I am’ theme, 

exploring that ancient name for God 

(Exodus 3.14). It is this knowledge, 

especially, that shows that Jesus is one 

with the Father. The disciples’ response is 

to ‘keep’ the word, & they have this 

responsibility in a world that John’s 

community often experienced as hostile 

(15.18). Jesus acknowledges that God has 

separated them from the world (v6) & 

that therefore they will continue to need 

God’s protection, especially once Jesus has 

left them. This protection comes 

especially from their oneness in Christ, & 

Jesus trusts the Father to empower them 

to sustain their unity. 

 

 

 

 

 

To ensure that everyone continues to 

feel part of our church community, 

here’s your chance to ‘chat to your 

friends’. Send us a funny story, your 

views or news, a poem a recipe, or 

simply a ‘hello’ and we’ll run them here 

each week - to make you smile! 

 

“A light that shines in the dark, a light 
that darkness could not overpower.”  
                                                 John 1.5 

 
 
 

From Fr Paul 
The Lord gave us the capacity to perceive 
and enjoy beauty, including the beauty we 
can see in the countryside and in our 
gardens.   
I hope you will be able to sit back and 
delight in the great beauty God has 
created for us to enjoy in our gardens or 
the flowers we arrange inside our homes. 

 
God's Garden 

 
THE Lord God planted a garden 

In the first white days of the world, 
And He set there an angel warden 

In a garment of light enfurled. 
 

So near to the peace of Heaven, 
That the hawk might nest with the wren, 

For there in the cool of the even 
God walked with the first of men. 

 
And I dream that these garden-closes 

With their shade and their sun-flecked sod 
And their lilies and bowers of roses, 

Were laid by the hand of God. 
 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 

One is nearer God's heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth. 

 
For He broke it for us in a garden 

Under the olive-trees 
Where the angel of strength was the 

warden 
And the soul of the world found ease. 

Dorothy Frances Gurney 
 

  
 
 
 

‘ST PETER’S 
CONGREGATION 

CORNER’ 
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‘Seen in the news this week’  
As Mumbai's humans are told 

to stay at home, the 
flamingos are taking over the 

city …. 
Tens of thousands of 

flamingos have arrived to 
turn the lakes and wetlands 
pink. Flamingos are among the migratory 
birds that come to southern and western 
India's coastal regions after their breeding 
cycle of mating. But it is rare to see them 

arrive in such numbers. 
 
‘Just a thought’ 
Good friends are like stars … you don’t 
always see them but you know they’re 
always there. 
 
Laughter lines: 
After the church service a little boy told 
the pastor, 'When I grow up, I'm going to 
give you some money.'  
'Well, thank you,' the pastor replied, 'but 
why?' 'Because my daddy says you're one 
of the poorest preachers we've ever had.'     
                                                          Seen online 
 
I broke my finger last week. 
On the other hand, I’m OK 
 
What happened when the 
strawberry tried to cross the road? 
There was a traffic jam 
                                              Bored Panda.com 

 
‘Out of the mouths of babes’  
Theology as explained by children 
The 7th commandment is 'Thou shalt not 
admit adultery.' 
 
 

Reasons why NOSTALGIA is overrated 
Ah, the good old days. But before you get 
too misty-eyed about your childhood, 
don’t forget what it was really like … 
“We had one bath a week” 
In 4 inches of tepid water, while you tried 
to angle your head under the spinning 
rubber shower hose before it scalded your 
ear like a branding iron! 
 

THE CINEMA CLUB 

For all those missing our regular 
films in the church …. have a 
seat, dig into some popcorn and enjoy 
this column 
 
Classic lines from the Marx Brothers: 
Groucho Marx... 
'I, not events, have the power to make me 
happy or unhappy today. I can choose 
which it shall be. Yesterday is dead, 
tomorrow hasn't arrived yet.  
I have just one day, today, and I'm going 
to be happy in it'. 
 
‘SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES!’ 
Identify the film from the cryptic clue; 
 

1. Number one rifle? 
2. A very short meeting? 
3. Lambadas with lupines? 
4. The heavens descending? 
5. Oh so very cold? 
6. Steak & kidney biography? 
7. Scratching for 84 months? 
8. The bedroom cupboard’s getting a 

bit crowded? 
9. Put the novels in a shredder? 
10. More than 40 winks? 
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Answers to last week's quiz. 
The question was ...WHICH IS THE ODD 
ONE OUT AND WHY?  
 
1. On Her Majesty's Secret Service. 
This film starred George Lazenby as James 
Bond. The other 3 films starred Sean 
Connery as Bond. 
2. Becket. This film starred Richard Burton 
& Peter O'Toole. The other 3 films starred 
Burton with Elizabeth Taylor. 
3. Jaws. This film did not win The Best 
Picture Oscar. The other 3 films did. 'Jaws' 
was awarded a nominee for Best Picture. 
4. Marnie. All Hitchcock films, but this film 
did not star Grace Kelly. 'Marnie' starred 
Tippi Hedren. The other 3 films starred 
Grace Kelly. 
5. Tiger Bay. This film was not made by the 
Walt Disney Studios. The other 3 films 
were made by that studio but they all 
starred Hayley Mills. After 'Tiger Bay' 
Disney signed Hayley to a 5 year contract 
which included the starring part of 
'Pollyanna' 
6. Walk, Don't Run. This film did not star 
Clark Gable. It  was Cary Grant's last 
feature film. 
7. Pink String And Sealing Wax. Another 
famous screen couple were Michael 
Denison & Dulcie Gray. Googie Withers 
starred in 'Pink String And Sealing Wax' 
but not the famous couple who starred 
together in the other 3 films. 
8. Monte Carlo Or Bust. Peter Sellers 
starred in 3 out of the 4 listed here. He did 
not appear in the comedy 'Monte Carlo Or 
Bust'. 
9. Funny Girl.  3 of these musicals were 
directed by Robert Wise. 'Funny Girl' was 
directed by William Wyler. 

10. The Dam Busters. Again, we venture 
behind the camera and see that 'The Dam 
Busters' was directed by Michael 
Anderson. The other 3 films were directed 
by David Lean.  
 
Movie facts you probably didn’t know … 
The best-known line from Jaws "You're 
gonna need a bigger boat," was not in the 
actual script. Actor Roy Scheider said it 
throughout the filming, joking about the 
small boat the producers had selected to 
hold the filming equipment, and it ended 
up in the final cut. 
 
 

 

 

 

Helen is our Safeguarding Officer at  
St Peter’s .. if anyone wants to contact her 
for a chat or needs anything, please email:  
safeguarding@stpeterwg.org.uk 
 
From Mya … 
Elliott Jones Catering who usually supply 
the company where I work are now 
offering a fruit & veg delivery service to 
homes in Crawley, ie mixed box for family 
of 4 £20. Tel: 07776 148717 or email: 
info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk for more 
info. 

 
Prayer Corner 

 
Sunday prayer at 6 
At 6pm tonight, let’s all stop,  
stay silent and pray for ..  

Veterinarians and their staff, still looking 
after our pets 
 
 
 

Message board 

mailto:info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk
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Please remember in your prayers … 
All the students and staff at Minaki School, 
Kisarawe, Tanzania, and Veronica and all 
the children in Kisarawe Orphanage. 

Imberhorne School (where our Gillian 
works) has a strong link and exchange 
program with them and as the coronavirus 
reaches Dar es Salaam, please can we 
keep them in our thoughts & pray for their 
safekeeping.                        Thank you 

 
A prayer for when we feel lonely 
 
Gracious and Loving God, Help me to feel 
your presence. 
My heart aches and I feel so alone. 
I miss a human touch, someone to take 
my hand or give me a hug. 
I long for someone to tell me everything 
will be alright. 
Please send your Comforter to me and 
take this loneliness away. 
Help me instead of feeling empty, to feel 
full of the love you have for me. 
Help me to know in my heart and 
remember that according to your Word; 
I am never alone because you are with 
me. Your love and peace is with me, right 
now, in this moment. I feel it and I am not 
alone. Amen 
 

We are not people of fear, 
We are people of courage, 

We are not people who protect our own 
safety, 

We are people who protect our 
neighbours’ safety. 

We are not people of greed, 
We are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, 
Giving and loving. 

Wherever we are 
Whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes 
Wherever you call us. 

Barbara Glasson 
President Methodist Conference 

 
 

 
Stay smiling, stay safe, stay in! 

 
 

 

 

The Parish Office is closed – and the 

Team working from home. If you have 

anything to go in next week’s service 

sheet please email to 

june@stjohnscrawley.com 

by 5pm Monday 
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Do contact Fr Paul or the 

Parish Office (01293) 522692 

 if you need any assistance, or just 

want to speak to someone! 

 

The Paschal Candle has been 

sponsored by Lea, in memory of Ron 
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