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WELCOME to our service this 

Sunday at St Peter’s. We hope you 

will find this service sheet useful for 

prayer, meditating on the scriptures 

and as an information service. 
 

As a church family we need to 

work together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. If you are 

self-isolating, then please let us 

know – so that we can pray for 

you at Church and offer any 

additional support you may 

require. 

Most importantly as a Christian 

family let us remember to pray for 

one another and let us gain 

strength from that knowledge 
 

Hymns in this service sheet 

If you have a computer and use the 

internet you can go into, say, Google 

or Yahoo, and look up a hymn.   

You will probably find a choir or an organist 

who will sing it or play the tune.   

If so, you could accompany the musician or 

choir and sing along with them, a bit like in 

church.  You might even be joining in with 

Kings College Choir, Cambridge or a cathedral 

choir.  What a joy and what fun, too!   Fr Paul 

 

Today’s theme - Jesus compares himself to a 

shepherd who protects his sheep and helps 

them to lead a full and happy life 

 

THE GATHERING 

We get ready to worship God and we sing our 

opening hymn: 

 

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his 

and he is mine for ever. 

Where streams of living water flow 

my ransomed soul he leadeth, 

and where the verdant pastures 

grow 

with food 

celestial feedeth. 

 

Perverse and 

foolish oft I 

strayed, 

but yet in love he 

sought me, 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home rejoicing brought me. 

 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 

 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 

thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and O what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

And so through all the length of 

days 

thy goodness faileth never: 

good Shepherd, may I sing thy 

praise 

within thy house for ever. 
Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) based on Psalm 23 

 

THE GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
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He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Jesus guides and leads his people like a shepherd. 

He offers life in all its fullness to those who are 

willing to walk in his way. We gather together in 

his name to commit ourselves anew to following 

our crucified and risen Lord. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong 

things we have done and ask 

God to forgive us 
 

Jesus is our shepherd. He knows and calls each 

one of us by name. With confidence we entrust 

ourselves to his care and mercy. 

 
Let us confess our failings in love towards God, 

our neighbours and ourselves, praying grace for 

repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life. 
 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   

 
You protect your people like a shepherd 

Lord, have mercy. 
You guide us along the right path. 

Christ, have mercy. 
You comfort, console us and feed us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

THE GLORIA  

(our glory to God) 

 

Glory to God in the 

highest, and peace to 

his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 

resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in 

him, from the death of sin to the life of 

righteousness, that we may seek those things 

which are above, where he reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever.  Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE 

WORD   

 

The bible readings for 

today: 

 
FIRST READING from the Acts of the 

Apostles Acts 2.42-47; this passage, building 

on the account of Peter‘s preaching, explains 

what life was like within the first Christian 

community 
42 They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because 

many wonders and signs were being 

done by the apostles.  
44 All who believed were together 

and had all things in common;  
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45 they would sell their possessions 

and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people.  

And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being 

saved. 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; 

therefore can I lack nothing. 

2 He makes me lie down in green 

pastures and leads me beside still 

waters. 

3 He shall refresh my soul and guide 

me in the paths of righteousness for 

his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me 

in the presence of those who trouble 

me; you have anointed my head with 

oil and my cup shall be full. 

6 Surely goodness and loving mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord for ever. 

 
 

SECOND READING: from 1 Peter 2.19-25; 

where he encourages his hearers to accept 

injustice in the expectation that God will 

approve of their patient endurance as he 

approved of Christ‘s 
19 For it is to your credit if, being 

aware of God, you endure pain while 

suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure 

when you are beaten for doing 

wrong, where is the credit in that? 

But if you endure when you do right 

and suffer for it, you have God’s 

approval. 21 For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered 

for you, leaving you an example,  

so that you should follow in his 

steps. 
22 ‘He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth.’ 
23 When he was abused, he did not 

return abuse; when he suffered, he 

did not threaten; but he entrusted 

himself to the one who judges justly. 
24 He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from 

sins, we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were going astray like 

sheep, but now you have returned to 

the shepherd and guardian of your 

souls. 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL (the good news) 

 

Alleluia! I am the first and the 

last, says the Lord, and the living 

one; I was dead, and behold I am 

alive for evermore. Alleluia!  
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A reading from the holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 10.1-10; Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Jesus said to the Pharisees:  

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who 

does not enter the sheepfold by the 

gate but climbs in by another way is a 

thief and a bandit.  
2 The one who enters by the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep.  
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice.  

He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 4 When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes 

ahead of them, and the sheep follow 

him because they know his voice. 
5 They will not follow a stranger,  

but they will run from him because 

they do not know the voice of 

strangers.’  

 
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with 

them, but they did not understand 

what he was saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them,  

‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate 

for the sheep.  
8 All who came before me are thieves 

and bandits; but the sheep did not 

listen to them.  
9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by 

me will be saved, and will come in 

and go out and find pasture.  
10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy.  

I came that they may have life, and 

have it abundantly. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE HOMILY from Fr Paul 

 

That we might have life more 

abundantly 
 

When Jesus first mentions gate he is 

referring to the winter practice of 

shepherds bringing their flocks to be 

locked up in a barn for the night. 

In the morning the gate is unlocked and 

each shepherd calls his own flock out, 

using his special voice which his flock 

knows. 

Later Jesus speaks of being a gate himself.  

This refers to the summertime practice 

when the shepherd, up on the hills, calls 

his flock at night to a fold, a stone walled 

circular enclosure with a gap in the wall 

for a door.  Then he lies across the 

entrance, making himself the gate, risking 

his life for his sheep.  Animals, like hyenas 

or wolves might attack at night.  Robbers 

might, too. 
 

 

He faces the same dangers during the day, 

as he leads his sheep out to where they 

might find some grassy areas on stony, hill 

country. 

He knows and values each sheep, in the 

long term.  His sheep are for wool. 

 

As I open my door and go out into a more 

perilous world I remember that Jesus 

came and gave his life that we might have 

life and more abundantly.   

He has called many to help us have life, 

like all those who risk their own lives, 

shepherding us into good health and to 

have life more abundantly.  These health 

shepherds, and others, come from all 

walks of life, racial and religious, each 
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responding to the call of love and putting 

others before themselves.  

 

Tragically some, too many it seems, have 

given their lives for our lives. Some have 

opened their door and travelled thousands 

of miles to care for us. How beautiful in 

love is that? How Christ-like is that, 

whatever their beliefs? 

 

So, please say a prayer that our Lord will 

keep you in your going out and in your 

coming in (Psalm 121.8) and, maybe as you 

wash your hands, you could say the Our 

Father, in gratitude, being glad that the 

Lord came and others have responded to 

his call, that we might have life more 

abundantly. 

 

Let us, then, pray that we might also give 

ourselves, in some way, that others might 

have life more abundantly, too. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Christ is risen!   

He is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

We keep a time for silent reflection 

 

THE CREED (We all say what we 

believe as Christians) 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in one God, the Father, 

the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate 

from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary and was made man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the 

Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OUR PRAYERS  

We pray together. We thank God. 

We pray for people who need God 

to be especially close to them 

 
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to 

eternity. 

 

Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace 

of your gospel to the nations … 

Jesus, Lord of life,  

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 
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in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the 

sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and 

strong to new pastures. Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and 

believed in you … 

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

accept our prayers, and be with us 

always. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 
We are one with Jesus as he is 

one with the Father. We gather 

as those who have heard his 

voice, and share his peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  
 

During this hymn we would normally gather 

the gifts of the church. Please continue to use 

this as an opportunity to give to the work of 

the church. 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not 

want; 

he makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still 

waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

 

And I will trust in you 

alone. 

And I will trust in you 

alone, 

For your endless mercy 

follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in 

righteousness, 

And he anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on his pure delights. 

And I will trust in you alone. 

 

And though I walk the darkest 

path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For you are with me, and your rod 

and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 

And I will trust in you alone. 
Stuart Townend (b1963) based on Psalm 23 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Please see the guidelines 

later in the service sheet 

for Spiritual Communion 

 

Turning to the people, the celebrant says: 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the 

glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for 

everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

All things come from you, and of 

your own do we give you. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this bread to 

offer, which earth has given and human hands 

have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this wine to 

offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become our spiritual drink. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Pray, my dears, that this our sacrifice may be 

acceptable to God the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands, for the praise and 

glory of his name, for our good 

and the good of all his Church. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always 

and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and 

eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to 

celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your 

wonderful works.  

 

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, 

your risen Son, has conquered the powers of 

death and hell and restored in men and women 

the image of your glory. He has placed them once 

more in paradise and opened to them the gate of 

life eternal.  

 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and 

heaven resound with gladness, while angels and 

archangels and the powers of all creation sing for 

ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which 

is given for you; do this in remembrance 

of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the truths of our faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 

cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 
of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 

this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 

bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

Our Blessed Lady, … and of all the saints, may 

praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and 

in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
He made himself known to them, 

in the breaking of bread. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Before the distribution the celebrant says 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymn: 
Sweet sacrament divine, 

Hid in thy earthly home, 

Lo! round thy lowly shrine, 

With suppliant hearts we come; 

Jesus, to thee our voice we raise 

In songs of love and heartfelt 

praise: 

Sweet sacrament divine. 

 

Sweet sacrament of peace, 

Dear home of every heart, 

Where restless yearnings cease 

And sorrows all depart; 

There in thine ear all trustfully 

We tell our tale of 

misery: 

Sweet sacrament of 

peace. 

 

Sweet sacrament of 

rest, 

Ark from the ocean's roar, 

Within thy shelter blest 

Soon may we reach the shore; 

Save us, for still the tempest raves, 

Save, lest we sink beneath the 

waves: 

Sweet sacrament of rest. 

 

Sweet sacrament divine, 

Earth's light and jubilee, 

In thy far depths doth shine 

Thy Godhead's majesty; 

Sweet light, so shine on us, we 

pray 

That earthly joys may fade away: 

Sweet sacrament divine. 
Francis Stanfield (1835-1914) 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  
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is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the good shepherd, and in his love for us to 

lay down his life and rise again: keep us always 

under his protection, and give us grace to follow 

in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for 

feeding us with the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our 

souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice. Send us out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  

 

Christ the Good Shepherd lead you in the 

way of safety and of peace. Christ protect 

you from all evil and guide you into the way 

of holiness, and the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and all whom you love and pray for, living 

and departed, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord is risen indeed!  

Now is his work performed;  

now is the mighty captive freed,  

and death's strong castle stormed. 

 

The Lord is risen 

indeed!  

Then hell has lost his 

prey;  

with him is risen the 

ransomed seed  

to reign in endless day. 

 

 

The Lord is risen indeed!  

He lives, to die no more;  

he lives, the sinner's cause to 

plead,  

whose curse and shame he bore. 
                                 Thomas Kelly 1769-1855 

 
Be in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

Thoughts for the week:   

 

Do we sometimes treat God as if he were 

out to destroy or condemn instead of 

save? 

 

Readings for next Sunday, the 5th of Easter: 

Acts 7, 55-end; 1 Peter 2, 2-10; John 14, 1-

14  
 

 

 And on this rock  
 I will build my church 
 

 

For our prayers: 

Dear Lord, we thank you for all the love 

and care you show us. We send you our 

love for you to use, as you wish.   

 

Dear Lord, we want to attract more 

people to join us in worshipping you.  

Please help us in this mission.   

 

Dear Lord, we pray for our parish, 

especially this month those who live in 

Town Mead, Buckmans Road, The Link 

and Kites Close, and all those working at 

the Fire Station. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for those in need of 

our prayers, especially Phyllis Woods, Tim 

Butler, Joyce Mulford, Steve Williams, 

Bernice Golby, Beryl, Grace Walsh, Tim 
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Lucas, Michael Grant, Tony Greener, 

Daniel, Keith and Michael, Andrew 

Fairbairn, Peter Parsons. Debbie 

Langridge, Archdeacon Fiona Windsor, 

Jane and Geoff, Jacki and Geoff, Nancy. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whom 

we have loved but see no longer, and for 

all those who have recently died, 

especially Josephine Smith, Revd Pauline 

Lucas (Rector of Kirdford). We pray for 

their families and friends as they mourn 

their loss.  

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whose 

anniversary of death occurs at this time, 

especially Elsie Luxmore, Betty Parker.  

Rest and joy eternal grant unto them  

O Lord, and let light perpetual 

shine upon them 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 

you. Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now, and at the hour of our 

death. Amen 

  

Prayer for a Pandemic  

By Cameron Bellm 

 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working 

from home remember those who must 

choose between preserving their health or 

making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care 

for our children when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those that have no safe place 

to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at 

all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at 

home remember those who have no 

home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose 

love. 

During this time when we cannot 

physically wrap our arms around each 

other, let us yet find ways to be the loving 

embrace of God to our neighbours. 

Amen. 

 

Making a Spiritual 

Communion 

We must use these 

extraordinary times to our 

advantage and make an 

opportunity out of being on our own for 

longer as well as thinking of how we can 

sustain our friends, neighbours and others 

whom we know to be in need, by using 

phone, text or email, as well as prayer, 

which has used a divine world-wide web 

for thousands of years. 

We shall miss being together at our Parish 

Eucharist, sharing in each other’s 

presence, friendship and love of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We shall miss being fed by 

him and renewed by him through his 

presence in our communion. But when we 

cannot make our communion, like now, or 

when we are on holiday or ill at home, we 

can make a spiritual communion and know 

that the Lord can still feed us with his 

grace through the words of scripture, 

especially his words in the gospel and the 

words of the prayers and the words of 

forgiveness in the absolution. 

 

So, if you can get a copy of the week’s 

service sheet, either online, or a hard 

copy delivered to you, sit down and open 
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it up as you would in church.  You can 

imagine being in church. Read through the 

service, pause now and then and let the 

words sink in.   

 

Pause before saying the confession and 

after the absolution, and give thanks for 

Christ wanting to forgive you and help you 

keep trying and maybe even do better. 

The collect prayer is always good value 

and worth saying over a couple of times.  

Some of these prayers are very beautiful 

and uplifting. 

If you have time you can read all the 

scriptures, but be careful.   

Always interpret the Old Testament 

scriptures in the light of what Jesus 

teaches us.  If the OT, including the 

Psalms, is not as loving as the NT, then 

dismiss them.  I think you need to have 

studied the OT for years in order to 

understand them, their origin and meaning 

in ancient times and maybe now if 

applicable. 

 

Always concentrate on the Gospel, where 

Jesus speaks to you.  Savour his words and 

see what they seem to be saying to you.   

The service sheet will contain the 

intercessions and, again, if you have time 

say them and think around them and 

explore them in your mind and 

imagination.  You can add praying for your 

loved ones and others whom you think 

need prayer, too. 

Say the words of The Peace.  You could 

imagine exchanging the peace in church.  

How lovely! 

 

Instead of seeing the elements brought up 

to the altar during the offertory hymn, 

imagine giving yourself to Christ so he can 

bless you and feed you. 

If you have time you can say the whole of 

the Eucharistic prayers and all those that 

follow.   

When you would have made your 

communion you can hold out your hands 

and imagine the sacrament being placed 

there, likewise with receiving the chalice.  

Now pause again, be still and know that 

Christ gives himself to you and loves you 

utterly and wants you.  You are his child. 

Say thank you to the Lord for his grace 

and all that he went through to show you 

how much you are loved and wanted. 

 

Finish with the collects and say the 

blessing over yourself and the dismissal.  

Remember that God wants to feed you 

with himself, his love, his grace because he 

so loves you!        (Read John 3.16 & 17) 

 

Shorter Form 

 

If this is too long - just say sorry and ask 

forgiveness, say the collect, read the 

Gospel, say some prayers and then open 

your hands to imagine receiving the 

sacrament and say thank you. 

And there are the hymns!  I hope you will 

enjoy singing them, when you know the 

tune (you can check on Youtube) and doing 

so out loud, which is very good therapy.  

Often the hymns express a lot about the 

gospel in easy terms, sometimes sublimely 

beautifully, too.  Have fun and joy!!      

Fr Paul 
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St. Peter’s Net 

Vicar: Father Paul    01293 544046 

Church Wardens: 

Jean Dinnair Tel: (01293) 550453 

John Keller  Tel: (01293) 560526 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that everyone in our 

congregation will receive our weekly 

service sheet, either by email or 

delivery, so we can all remain 

connected. 

 

St John’s are screening their 9.30am 

service on the website 

www.stjohnscrawley.com 

watch live on Sunday or at a time to 

suit you. 

 

The BBC is broadcasting a service on 

Sundays 8am across local radio in 

England (BBC Radio Sussex & Surrey for 

us) + their usual Sunday Worship on 

Radio 4 8.10am. 

And there is a service shown on BBC1 – 

check TV listings for exact times 

 

Blue Envelope Users 

If you are a blue envelope user and use 

online-banking you could make your 

weekly donations to St Peter’s online.  

The church’s bank is CAF Bank, the sort 

code is 40 52 40 and account number 

00013551, make sure you put those zeros 

in at the beginning of the account number, 

the name of the account is St Peter’s 

Church West Green Crawley Current 

Account.  For a reference please use your 

name.  You might like to set up a standing 

order for the duration of the lockdown 

which would save you a lot of time.   

Any queries do call Keith on 514729. 

 

All fundraising events and the West 

Green Community Cinema have 

been suspended until further notice 

HEARING YOU - A local response 

to the Coronavirus crisis 

The Diocese of Chichester with Together 

in Sussex have launched Hearing You, a 

new pastoral phone line to enable the 

people of Sussex to feel connected and 

supported. 

The phone line provides pastoral support 

and a listening ear to the recently 

bereaved and people directly affected by 

the COVID-19 outbreak.  It is staffed by 

volunteers who are trained in pastoral 

care and listening skills: clergy and licensed 
lay ministers. 

All volunteer listeners will 

•    have an active DBS and have 

completed safeguarding training with the 

Diocese of Chichester 

•    be able to point callers to their parish 

clergy 

CHURCHES ARE  

CLOSED until further notice 

You are all in our thoughts and 

prayers. 

Now, more than ever, we need to 

make sure we keep our eyes fixed 

on God, and work together as a 

church family, to love each other 

and those around us. 

But please do still let us know of 

anyone you wish to be prayed for 
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•    direct callers to other organisations 

offering specialist support if appropriate 

•    offer to pray for the caller or for their 

concerns. 

NB This is not a substitute for the emergency 

services (111 or 999) or a counselling 

service.  It is a human, Christian response to 

anyone who turns to the Church in this time 

of need. 

 

The phone line is open to anyone living in 

Sussex whether they currently attend a 

church or not. 

The service will initially run until the end 

of May, Monday to Friday, 9am-7pm. 

 

The Hearing You number is:  

01273 425047 

For details about volunteering, please 

contact: Luci Fievet on 01273 421021 or 

email Luci.fievet@chichester.anglican.org 

ALSO 

The Diocese have launched a simple 

statement for people to take into hospital 

with them.  Some people will need it 

printed by a friend, neighbour or parish 

priest. 

We advise that every household should 

have one of these statements ready for 

use. 

This statement declares a person’s 

Christian faith, and request access to a 

Church of England a chaplain while in 

hospital. 

A template for this statement is available 

on the Diocesan website  

 

A Church Near You … 

is the Church of England's website for 

parishes.   St Peter's, West Green, 

Crawley can be found by searching within 

"A Church Near You" or you can go 

directly to 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210    

The site lists Parish activities and 

resources.  The weekly service sheet can 

be downloaded from the News and 

Notices section.    

The website needs some high resolution 

photographs of the building and especially 

of St Peter's in action.  If you have some 

suitable jpeg files that you don't mind 

sharing please forward them to  

Alan Jamieson alanjam@senet.com.au  

for uploading.  

 

Cartridge Recycling  - If you are 

working from home and using your 

printer more, do remember to save the 

empty cartridges - we can recycle them 

for charity. 

 

Prayers – if you would like to add a name 

to the weekly prayers included in the 

service sheet please contact Fr Paul or 

June in the Parish Office. (Please also 

remember to tell us when to take someone 

off) 

 

Year's Mind: We keep a list of the 

anniversary of the death of close relatives 

and friends to remember them in our 

prayers, on or near their anniversary.  

If you would like to add a name please 

contact June in the Parish Office. 

 

Gift aid - If your circumstances change, 

e.g. you no longer pay sufficient tax to gift 

aid your donations or you change address 

please tell Keith. 

 

Electoral Roll – Should you change your 

contact details please let Helen know, so 

our records are kept up to date. 

 
Time on your hands? Get those knitting 

needles out … 

The congregation & friends of St John's 

are now supporting the work of the 

mailto:Luci.fievet@chichester.anglican.org
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
mailto:alanjam@senet.com.au
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Romanian Aid Foundation, a Christian 

charity operating from Horley Baptist 

Church. They make up ‘baby bags' that 

contain useful items for both mother & 

baby, so our layettes would be much 

appreciated.  

We can knit more garments; cardigans, 

white wool, all sorts of patterns & sizes, of 

which I will distribute once we are 

through the current situation.. 

If you have any questions please email 

anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk, or once 

the pandemic is over I will be at Turning 

Point, Saturday mornings 10am-12noon in 

St John’s Church Hall.             

 

In the meantime - the pattern for knitted 

squares for a blanket is … with needles size 

8 (4mm) and double knitting wool cast on 20 

stitches & knit approx 32 rows, until a square 

is formed.   Great for using up oddments of 

wool - it will fill half an hour or so. Knitters 

don’t have to sew them together - let’s see 

how many squares we can produce before the 

end of the pandemic!”   

                                    Anne Granite 

 

We’re also knitting ‘twiddlemuffs’ for 

patients at St George’s hospital.  

 

Or write a letter/card to cheer 

someone up  … 

To one of our congregation …. 

or the Charity From Me to You ask people 

to write to cancer patients spending time 

in Sussex hospitals. 

www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk 

 

Keep in touch with St Peter’s: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210 

www.stpeterwg.org.uk 

Facebook: ‘St Peter’s Church 

Crawley Booksale’ 

 

 

 

Bible notes   
 

Like lost sheep, confused and tempted to do 

wrong, we find safety and plenty in the 

sheepfold guarded by Jesus.  

 

The notion of sheep and shepherding clearly 

links today’s readings. Jesus is imaged as the 

silent sheep of Isaiah 53, and as the 

compassionate shepherd of Psalm 23.  

The worshipping community is also imaged as 

sheep, lost and in danger without the 

guidance and protection of a shepherd.  

A second connection is membership of the 

community. Acts describes the formation of 

the earliest Christian community, while John 

uses the image of enfolded sheep to suggest 

the security felt by those who belong inside. 

Psalm 23 too, though it speaks of an 

individual, ends with the joy of belonging to 

the worshipping community in the Temple.  

 

These two ideas come together in the idea of 

Christ as gate to the sheepfold, a striking 

image speaking of salvation in Christ as the 

single way in which we can gain access to the 

sheepfold.  

Acts 2.42-47 This passage, building on 

the account of Peter‘s preaching, explains 

what life was like within the first Christian 

community. The apostles taught what they 

had learnt from Jesus, handing on the 

traditions to the new converts. Fellowship 

was another key part of the learning 

process, while breaking bread reminded 

them of Jesus‘ sacrifice every time they 

ate, and prayers held them close to God. 

Within this growing community, life was 

characterised by sharing. The apostles‘ 

signs indicated that the kingdom was 

drawing near, and therefore it seemed 

that there was no need to be concerned 

for the future. Everything could safely be 

shared now.  

mailto:anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
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This may have contributed to the poverty 

later experienced by the Christians of 

Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16.1). It is 

impossible to say how far Luke‘s picture of 

the life of the Early Church is idealised; 

certainly it was not long before 

disagreements erupted (Acts 6). It 

provides a glowing image of what life can 

be like in fellowship with the Lord, and 

with each 

other, for those admitted to the 

community through the baptism of 

repentance.  

Psalm 23 This psalm draws on familiar 

Old Testament imagery to describe God 

as shepherd (cf. Psalm 80, Ezekiel 34). It 

was not always possible for a shepherd to 

protect a flock from encountering 

hardship and danger in the constant quest 

for food; his role was to keep them 

safe when things became difficult. So this 

psalm realistically accepts that life may 

bring us into deep, dark valleys, but 

expresses trust in God as the one who 

will care for us there.  

The last two verses shift their focus to 

highlight God‘s role as host in the Temple. 

The journey complete, the worshipper 

arrives in the Temple where God waits to 

welcome her/him with food, abundant 
wine (cf. Psalm 116.13) and anointing oil.  

Enemies are powerless to pursue their 

victim. Rather, goodness and mercy will 

pursue the worshipper and become part 

of life, and the Temple will be ‘home‘ 

throughout life, in the way that we identify 

a particular place as ‘home‘ even if we 
don‘t live there all the time.  

New Testament 1 Peter 2.19-25 

These difficult words need to be read 

alongside the previous section, where 

Peter advises his audience to respect 

human institutions, however unjust, to 

impress outsiders with the high ethical 

standards of their faith. Christians are 

strangers and aliens in a society that 

was in many respects unjust. Slaves had 

few rights, and undeserved punishment 

could be expected.  

His response to this is to encourage his 

hearers to accept injustice in the 

expectation that God will approve of their 

patient endurance as he approved of 

Christ‘s. In a society where slavery was an 

inescapable reality, those who were slaves 

would perhaps have been comforted by 

the suggestion that their suffering 

paralleled that of Jesus, and 
therefore shadowed its power to save.  

The theme of sheep and the one shepherd 

re-emerges at the end of this passage, with 

verse 23 echoing Isaiah 53.7 and the image 

of Jesus as shepherd used explicitly in the 

last verse, bringing the wandering sheep 

back to their fold. This may pick up on the 

earlier teaching that Christians must 

accept harsh treatment, rather than 

entertaining thoughts of violent revenge. 

Taking the law into their own hands 
would indeed endanger their souls.  

Gospel John 10.1-10 The impetus for 

this passage is Jesus‘ controversy with the 

Pharisees over his healing of the man born 

blind in Chapter 9. In using a sheepfold as 

an image for God‘s people, Jesus suggests 

security and community under the 

leadership of the one with authority to 

control access to the fold – which his 

opponents lack. This depends on knowing 

individual sheep 

by name, which was possible with their 

small flocks of around 100 sheep. This 

personal contact echoes Isaiah‘s stress on 

God knowing our name (Isaiah 43.1; 45.4; 
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49.16), and offers a firm basis for a 
trusting relationship.  

Unsurprisingly, the Pharisees don‘t get the 

point: they think of themselves as 

guardians of God‘s tradition, and 

presumably see Jesus as the interloper 

who steals sheep (as with the man born 

blind). Therefore Jesus returns to the 

picture, by describing himself not as the 

shepherd, but as the gate. For John, it is 

our response to Jesus that decides 

whether the gate opens for us. If we 

acknowledge Jesus’ lordship when we 

encounter him, then we belong to him and 

can enjoy all the benefits that brings, 

summed up in the promise of abundant 
life, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To ensure that everyone continues to 

feel part of our church community, 

here’s your chance to ‘chat to your 

friends’. Send us a funny story, your 

views or news, a poem a recipe, or 

simply a ‘hello’ and we’ll run them here 

each week - to make you smile! 

The current situation means that the 
national & community events to 

commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE 
Day next weekend have been cancelled. 

St John’s will have a service online at 
10.30am on Friday 8th May 

We are also encouraged to take part in the 
‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW2’.  

At 3pm, from the safety of your own 
home, stand up and raise a glass of 

refreshment of your choice, and 
undertake the following ‘Toast’ –  

“To those who gave so much, we thank 
you.” 

 
And at 9pm join the BBC for a UK-wide 

rendition of Dame Vera Lynn’s ‘We’ll Meet 
Again’. 

A unique opportunity to pay tribute to the 
many millions at home and abroad that 
gave so much to ensure we all enjoy and 
share the freedom we have today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Just a thought’ 
Are you watching the daily briefing?  
What are the two doors behind the middle 
lectern – the ‘Ladies’ and ‘Gents’ 
perhaps?? What do you think?  
Answers to June in the office 
 
Laughter lines: 
 
And the Lord said unto John, 
‘Come forth and you will 
receive eternal life.’ 
But John came fifth, and won a toaster. 
 
I threw a boomerang a few years ago. 
I now live in constant fear. 
Parallel lines have so much in common. 
It’s a shame they’ll never meet. 

From BoredPanda.com 
 

 
 
 

‘ST PETER’S 
CONGREGATION 

CORNER’ 
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‘Out of the mouths of babes’  
Theology as explained by children 
The people who followed Jesus were 
called the 13 decibels. 
 

Reasons why NOSTALGIA is overrated 
Ah, the good old days. But before you 
get too misty-eyed about your 
childhood, don’t forget what it was 
really like … 
“We didn’t need lots of toys” … 
Good job, seeing as we had a glittering 
choice of The Big Yellow Teapot or Etch a 
Sketch, which allowed you to jerk a grey 
line around a grey screen and eventually 
produce a grey square! 
 

THE CINEMA CLUB 

For all those missing our 
regular films in the church 
…. have a seat, dig into 
some popcorn and enjoy our 

new column, thanks to Edward. 
 
Classic lines from the Marx Brothers: 
From the film "Animal Crackers".... 
'One morning I shot an elephant in my 
pyjamas. How he got in my pyjamas, 
I don't know'.  
 

Screen Test 
Name the film, the character in the film 
who said it and the film star who played 

that character 
 
1. "I'll get you, my pretty, and your little 
dog too" 
2 . "I'm the King of the World" 
3. "You're gonna need a bigger boat" 
4. "Well, here's another nice mess you've 
gotten me into" 
5. "I want to be alone" 
6. "Go ahead, make my day" 

7. "Play it, Sam. Play 'As Time Goes By'" 
8. "I am big! It's the pictures that got 
small" 
9. "As God is my witness, I'll never be 
hungry again" 
10."I have always depended on the 
kindness of strangers" 

Answers next week  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Why everyone’s talking about rainbows  
 

The rainbows currently adorning our 
windows, walls and houses show support 

for the NHS workers and lift children’s 
spirits, both in creating them and spotting 

them. 
 

The trend started in Italy and has gone 
viral, embraced by everyone from Prince 

Louis to Damien Hirst. 
It’s just the latest use of the rainbow as a 

symbol, from 15th Century religious 
reformers to 20th Century peace 

movements. 
 

It represents hope after a crisis.  
In the wake of the great flood, Noah was 

told a rainbow that appeared represented 
‘the everlasting covenant between God 

and all living creatures’.  
Also it symbolises unity because it is many 
colours coming together to form a single 

thing of beauty. 
And remember, ‘somewhere over the 

rainbow’ ….. 
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Congratulations to Captain Tom Moore on 
his incredible fundraising achievement, 

now over £29million, and for being No 1 in 
the music charts on his 100th birthday! 

 
Helen is our Safeguarding Officer at  
St Peter’s .. if anyone wants to contact her 
for a chat or needs anything, please email:  
safeguarding@stpeterwg.org.uk 

 
Our very creative and talented Barbara is 
hoping to put together a Prayer Book. 
If you have a favourite prayer that you 
would like to be included please send to 
Barbara or here to Congregation Corner. 
It could be your favourite prayer, or one 
for help, for thanks, for those in need etc. 
We can also print one here each week. 
 
From Mya … 
Elliott Jones Catering who usually supply 
the company where I work are now 
offering a fruit & veg delivery service to 
homes in Crawley, ie mixed box for family 
of 4 £20. Tel: 07776 148717 or email: 
info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk for more 
info. 

 
Prayer Corner 

 
Sunday prayer at 6 
At 6pm tonight, let’s all stop,  

stay silent and pray for ..  
Pharmacists and their staff 
 
 
 
 

A prayer for when we feel lonely 
Dear Gracious and Loving God,  
Help me to feel your presence. 
My heart aches and I feel so alone. 
I miss a human touch, someone to take 
my hand or give me a hug. 
I long for someone to tell me everything 
will be alright. 
Please send your Comforter to me and 
take this loneliness away. 
Help me instead of feeling empty, to feel 
full of the love you have for me. 
Help me to know in my heart and 
remember that according to your Word; 
I am never alone because you are with 
me. Your love and peace is with me, right 
now, in this moment. I feel it and I am not 
alone. Amen 

 

Stay smiling, stay safe, stay in! 
 

 

The Parish Office is closed – and the 

Team working from home. 

If you have anything to go in next 

week’s service sheet please email to 

june@stjohnscrawley.com 

by 5pm Monday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

message board 

Do contact Fr Paul or the 

Parish Office (01293) 522692 

 if you need any assistance, or just 

want to speak to someone! 

 

The Paschal Candle has been 

sponsored by Lea, in memory of Ron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk
mailto:june@stjohnscrawley.com
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We now have a licence to reproduce cartoons by Dave Walker, the Church Times cartoonist, 
so look out here for some of his great drawings … 
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